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PREFACE. 



The following pages constitute the fifth in a historicaJ 
series of the more ancient Chapels within Manchester 
parish, — the Chapels of Blackley, Denton, Didsbury and 
Chorlton, with their surrounding districts, having boon 
already described. 

As in its arrangement the present volume so nearly 
resembles those which have preceded it, nothing is re- 
quired by way of explanation. One single deviation may 
be noticed, namely the addition, in the present instance;, of 
an Appendix, containing copies in ea^tenso of the original 
documents on which the early history of the township in 
founded ; these, from their variety and interest, seem to 
merit the space assigned to them. 

The author has to acknowledge his obligation to 8ir 
John William Hamilton Anson, of Portland Plac^;, L^ni- 
don, Bart., and Charles Carill Wobble r of Tlie Piatt, 
near Manchester, Esq., for the valuable assistance th';y havo 
afforded in pladng at his disposal the stores of infonnation 
contained in the evidences, &c,, of their resfK^Hivc famili^f^, 
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and which are now for the first time made public. To the 
latter gentleman the Members of the Chetham Society are 
indebted for the accompanying portrait of Major-General 
Worsley, which has been engraved expressly for this volume 
from the original at Piatt, the entire cost of its preparation 
having been defrayed by Mr. Worsley. 

The remaining lithographic illustrations are from the 
pencil of Mr. James Croston of Manchester, for whose 
renewed kindness the author's best acknowledgments are 
due. 

ASHUBST, KbNT, 

January, 1859. 
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A HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT CHAPEL . 
OF BIRCH, 

(within RusanLME.) 



USHOLME township lies to the south-soutli'east 
of Manchester, distant from it about two miles and a 
quarter. Its boundaries are, on the north, Cborlton- 
iipou-Medlock and a small detached portion of Mobs- 
Side; on the south, Withiiigton and Bumage; on 
the cast, Newton, Gorton and Levenshulmc; and ou the west, 
Moss-Side and Withington. 

In was anciently written without much regard to an uniform 
standard of orthography, the several variations Riseholme, Rushe- 
olme, Rushulme, Rub holme, Rush eh ol me, Ryshome, Risshome, 
Bissehome, Ryssum, Russura and Ruschuu occurring, with doubt- 
less other modifications of the word unrecorded. It derives its 
name from the well-known aquatic plant the Rus/i, the latter syl- 
lable holme signifying in the Anglo-Saxon a Bat area of damp 
groaitd by a river side; and like its neighbour Withington it 
marks by its name the low level of the adjacent lands, llusholme 
is sitnated upon the new red sand stone formation, the rock being 
generally covered ivith alluvium varying in depth from a few feet 
to many yards ; the average depth of the rock througliout the 
township is said to be about seven yards, the subsoil of the greater 
portion of the area consisting of brick-clay, I'he township of 
Kusholme containfi the several hamlets of Uusholme, Piatt, Birch, 
and Longsight. 
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As a member of -.WitVirigton manor Rusbolinc 
reign of Edwar^Tr.ftj'tlic lamily of Grclle, lords 
who in tur^-.b^r^ the sume of Ferrars, Earl of Derby, himself 
teiiant iu (5ljiefof the king.' 

From tlie inquisition of Robert Grelle in the 10 Edward I, 

(1281)' ^e Icarti that he died seised of Withington manor, and also 

. -of 'Mancheater and its cburcli. It appears that sometime pre- 

, "viously the Grelles had granted to the Hathersage family, in con- 

Bideration of one kuigbt's fee, the manor of Withington including, 

aa already intimated, the township of Rusholme. 

Matthew, son of Matthew dc Hathersage, conveyed a portion of 
this recent grant to Richard de Trafl'ord, namely, the twenty acres 
bordering on Tollachc,' bcgiuniug at the Great Moss in the going 
np to Goslache as far as the boundary of Piatt, and so crossing 
from the bounds of Piatt towards Grenclow-lach, together with the 
right of common pasture in Wyddine, to hold thfc same of the said 
Matthew to himself, his heirs and assigns, Jews and Ecclesiastics 
aloue excepted,' by the annual payment of one iron spur or three- 
pence at the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the said 
Matthew reserving to himself and his heirs the right of traversing 
the customary road towards Manchester. The date of this deed is 
not given, but as it is clear from the prohibitory clause that the 
statute of mortmain had not then iieen passed, the time of its exe- 
cution must have been before the year 1224. 

On the death of Matthew de Hathersage the manor of Withing- 
ton passed to Nigel de Longford and Simon dc Gouaul, in right of 
their respectiTC wives, Maud and Cecilia, daughters and coheir- 
esses of Matthew de Hathersage. In the 11 Edward II. (1317) 
Nicholas de Longford, lord of Withington, confirms to Sir Heni 



' Mitbua de Hsr'rcg tenet uiiu (eudu milit' in Wjlbintou de fcado Thorn' la G 
«t ip'e de teodo com' de Ferrar et ip'a in ciipit« de i'ao Bsgc— Zirtn de NevilL 

' Xlia word lacAe, of such froquent occurrence in the googrnpliical retatioiw offl 
towiuliip. BigniQog a mnrtbj hoUoir. 

* For the caiuo of tbi« proiiibilion {moeptii ririi ruligiosia et Jiidteia) Tide X 
nj Didtburii Chnpet, Onliinm Societj"» FubliCTilions, Tol, »lii. p. 121, N«tt. 
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de Trnfford tlie grant of hie predecessor. It is described in the 
deed as "a CGrtdn tract of waste land," and tlic bounds arc more 
distinctly Gpecilied, beginning at tbc Goslache to the Hunt Lane 
in Plutt, foUowing the king's highway towards the north as far as 
Ore nlow-1 ache, and sodeseendiug Grenlow-lache towards the west 
as far as Kemlache, and from Kemlache crossing towards the 
south by tlie wells and ditch as far as the Ybildhouse ditch, thence 
going up as far aa Goslache, and along Goalache as far as the 
aforesaid Hunt Lane in Piatt, which was the boundary first named, 
to hold the same to himself and his heirs by an annual payment 
to the said Nicholas de Tjongford of seventeen shillings, in equal 
portions at the feast of the Annunciation and on the feast day of 
St. Michael. 

This plot of land, situated near the boundary line which sepa- 
rates the townships of Rusholmc and Moss-side, but in the first 
named township,, is known as the Healdhouses or Yicldhouses, a 
irruption of Guildhouses, from its former connexion with some 
icieut Guild long since forgotten in its association with the local- 
ity indicated. The unsettled orthography of the name, or rather 
the settled incorrectness it has now assnmed, may be traced to the 
variable use of the initial letters G and ¥ in early times, examples 
of which we ba\ c in the words " yeven " for " given," " yate" for 
"gate," &c. In the reign of Henry III. the name of Roger de Pcuil- 
bury occurs as lessee of Hathersage and Consul in respect of this 
estate, whose under-tenant was Henry de Traftbrd. In a deed 
undated, Roger de Penilbury conveyed to Henry de Trafford, the 
true and lawful attorney of Sir Simon de Gousul, the homage and 
service of three shillings, being an annual rent arising from a cer- 
tain tenement in Withington manor called the Gyldehousia, which 
tenement the said Roger holds from Sir Simon. On receiving the 
estate, Sir Simon made an immediate grant thereof to Henry de 
Trafford on the consideration of like services to those rendered by 
the family of Pcndlebury. It is described in Sir Simon's grant as 
le Gyldehousys" lately relinquished by Roger de Penilbury ; and 
le services agreed upon were identical with those formerly ren- 
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dered by "Henry deTrnfford and Lia ancestors to Roger de Penil- 
bury, who tlien lield the tenement from me and my ancestors." 
The bounds of the estate are defined by Elias de Pcnilbury in a< 
contemporaneous deed wherein it is designated " Gildehusestide," 
from Goselache as far as the saplings (pullura), where Matthew,^ 
the son of William, formed the ditch to convey the water to Mii 
mill, and descending alongside the said saplings as far as the ditclt> 
which I myself made, and so alongside that ditch to the moss,i 
and from the moss again to the Goselache. Other privileges a 
included, namely those which the free tenants of the aforesaid 
Matthew [de Ilathersagc] the lord have, as they are found e 
merated in the charter received from him touching the lands in, 
question. A reservation ia made to Matthew and his heirs of a 
right of road to the land of the said Henry for the purpose c 
leading hay. 

In the 11 Edward IT. (1317) Nicholas de Longford, as lord e 
the manor of Withington in succession to Matthew do Hathei^ 
88ge, grants to Sir Henry Trafford and his heirs a riglit for him- 
self and tenants to dig turves on the Yhildhous Moor, so ths6 
it may be lawful for him and them to dig and carry away tur| 
without hindrance or molestation. From the inquisition post 
mortem of Sir Edmund de Trafford in the 21 Henry VIII. (152^ 
the estate is found still vested in the family, and also at a y ' 
later date, the 33 Elizabeth (1589), from the inquisition of I 
grandson. 

Towards the middle of the following century " the Yicldhouaea^ 
is found in the possession of the Warden and rcUows of Mai 
Chester, as appears by indenture dated April 7, 1645, in whtck 
Richard Hcyriek, warden, and the Fellows of the College of Christ 
lease for a term of twenty-one years to Ralph Worslcy of Piatt; 
Gent., all that and those their messuage and tenement with th? 
appurtenances, called the Ycildhowsc, situate in Kusholme, exii 
ccpting therefrom one cottage and two closes of land commonly 
railed the Gorse Crofts ; which lease was afterwards renewed fron! 
time to time, the last grant being dated June 4, 1709. Mr, 




I 

I 



ANCIENT CHAPEL OF BIRCH. 5 

Worsley's tenants for several generatious were a family named 
Travis. It ia now held ou lease by Thomas Holford Esq. from 
tbe Dean and Canons of Manchester. It consists of farm-build- 
ings, two detached houses (one of which is called Ileald House), 
BIX cottages, and about twenty-two acres of land, Lancashire 
measure. 

The family of Traflford held lands in the township by grant also 
of Matthew do Cissor of Manchester. The conveyance is dated 
the 9 Edward II. (1315), and is to Nicholas, son of the above- 
mentioned Sir Henry de Trafford ; the lands and tenements 
therein conveyed are given with remainder, in case of failure of 
issue, to Geoffrey, Thomas, Robert, Richard and Ilcury, his bro- 
thers, in succession. John Cissor de Mamcestr is an attesting 
witness to a deed conveying the Piatt estate in Buaholme, dated 
12S8. 

Another of the early proprietors iu the township was Henry de 
Suaholme, who lived about the middle of the thirteenth century, 
deriving his name from the place of his residence, and holding his 
lands of Matthew de Hathcrsage. 

By a deed undated, but executed probably about the year 1360, 
Henry de Rusholme conveys to Geoffrey, sou of Luke de Man- 
chester, certain lands in Rusholme, which are thus described : — 
One messuage &c. situated at the end of his (Henry de Husholme'a) 
meadow towards the north, near to the Hutte [Hunt] Lane, in 
length fifteen perches and in breadth four perches ; also an acre 
of laud, one cod of which lies contiguous to the messuage just 
referred to, and the other end stretches towards the orchard of 
the said Henry; an acre of meadow land in Rusholme Meadow; 
an acre of land, one end of which adjoins the Rusholme Meadow, 
and the other end extends westward to Le Menegate ; half an 
acre of land lying between the parcel jnst referred to and the 
Ooselache ; a ridge or narrow slip of land, called Lc Qwikehaggcd- 
londe, Ijing between the Goselache and Le Menegate ; half an acre 
of laud lying between the Hutte [Hunt] Lane and Go«clache; six 
meres of land adjoitung the [and of Hugh de Asseluui, and bounded 
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at either end by Goselache aud the old ditch ; — to have and to 
hold the same to the said Geoffrey and his heirs by the annual 
paymeut to Henry dc Rusholme of a pair of white gloves on 
Christmas Day. — By another deed in the same series, also with- 
out datCj but subsequently executed, Heury de Rusbolme remises 
and quitclaims to Matthew de Uatheraage his Ijrd the homage 
and service due to him from Geoffrey, son of Luke de Manchester, 
in respect of the aforesaid lands. The name of Henry de Rush- 
olme occurs moreover in another deed of the same period, wherein 
he quitclaims to Geoffrey, son of Luke de Manchester, all his right 
in twenty acres of land in Rusholme, which acres he the said 
Geoffrey then held of Robert de Hulton. And there is a further 
record of this same Heury, as granting to Hugh de Haselum in 
return for certain homage aud service all that his land which lies 
between the highway iu Rushford and the laud of the said Hugh, 
together with half a bovate of land in Rusbolme; the service to 
consist of an annual tribute of sispence, to be rendered iu two 
equal payments, at the nativity of John the Baptist and the feast 
of St. Michael. 

Lands iu the township were also conveyed abont this time to 
the neighbouring family of Mauchester, whose members were 
grautees of the Hathcrsages and also intermediately of Henry do 
Gusholmc. To the conveyance of the latter family reference has 
been already made. In the 29 Edward I. (1300) William, sou of 
Henry, son of Houlot de Manchester, grants to Jordan, son of 
William de Fallowffeld, and his heirs a portion of his lands in 
Rusholme, namely, the three acres bounded on both sides by the 
lands of Henry de Trafford, and extending lengthwise from the 
land of Matilda del Holt to the highway leading to Stockport; 
the same to be held by Jordan and his heirs of the chief lord, on 
payment of three pence annually iu two stated payments, namely, 
three halfpence at the feast of the nativity of our Lord, and a like 
sum at the feast of St. John the Baptist, which said sum of three 
pence is part of the annual tribute of fourpenee in which the afore- 
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•aid William is bound to the chief lord for the lands he possesses. 
An adjacent parcel of land formed the aiibject of another covenant 
between the contracting familiea named in the deed just recited. 
It is a grant from John de Annacotea [Ancoats] son of Robert do 
Manchester, to Jordan, son of William dc FallowKeld. The lands 
invcyed are described as " all that his part of one plough-land 
illed Grenclowe-field lying between the land of Henry de Trafford 
on the one side, and that of William, son of Henry de Manchester 
on the other side, of which said plough-land one end reaches to 
the king's highway leading to Ince (?), and the other end reaches 
to a plough-land called Le Somer Werkeddeffeld, and also half an 
acre of meadow land situated in Le Urodemedowe bounded on both 
sides by the land of Henry de Trafford, one end of which extends 
to the bank or boundary of the wood called Le Birchenewode and 
the other end extends to ClaylFeld." 

Other contemporaneous names are those of Henry de Mosedon 
(? Moston) who about the year 1270 conveyed to Matthew de 
Byrches and his heirs certain water privileges in the Gore brook 
fix)m Halegateford to Rushford ; and Agnes de Honford (Hand- 
ford of Handford in the county of Chester) wife of Henry de Hon- 
&rd, who in the 3 Edward 11. (1309) made a grant to her sou of 
lands in Rusholme, &c., being the same lands which Matilda de 
Holt held in the name of dowry, with remainder to Geoffrey his 
trother. "The marsh of William the Honford" is given as one 
of the boundaries of the Piatt estate some time before the year 
1190, thus indicating a much earlier association with the township. 
The names of Hulton and llaslam also occur in the annals of 
Rushome, but too incidentally to claim further notice. 

From the rental of Thomas West, Lord de la Warrc, dated May 

Ist 1473, we learn that Barton dc Bamford held one messuage, &c.. 

Balled "le fforty acres" in Ryssun of the said lord in socage and 

'J>y a yearly rent of one shilling. His descendant John Ilamford 

ioire, described as of Bamford near Middlcton and of Holt Hall 

Withington, died also seised of lands in Rysshomc, as appears 
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Irom an inquisitioti post mortem dated tbe 6 ElUabolh (1563). 
He left an ou'y daughter, Anne, liia sole beiress, the wife of George 
Birch of Birch Esquire, by whom the Rusholrae and Wiihington 
estates of the Bamforda were coaveyed to the Birch family, the 
Bamford Hali estate Jeacending to a collateral branch and being 
coutiuutd to the male line. To this family a more extended refer- 
ence has been made under the head of Withington township.' 

In the reign of Henry VIH. certain lands in llusholme were 
held by the family of Beswick. By deed dated 28th June, 22 
Henry VIII. (1530), Roger Beswick grants to Miles Beswick his 
son all those his lauds, tenements, &c., situated in Grindlow and 
Eusholme which he lately received from William Heylde, to hold 
the same to him the said Miles, his heirs and assigns, for ever 
from the chief lord, rendering the customary serrices. 

In the following reign the name Strangewaja occurs in the 
annals of the township, though the family never resided there, 
living at Strangeways in Manchester, where they are found as 
early as the reign of Richard II. An indenture made the syxte 
dayc of Ajiriil in the fj'fte yere of the regne of o' sovayne Lord 
Edward the Syxte (1552} by the grace of God kyng of England, 
ffrannce and Ireland, Defcndo' of the Saithe, and of the ehurcLe 
of England and also of Ireland in erthe supreme head — betnene 
William Strangwayes geutylman son and heyre apparant of Phel- 
ligpe Strangwayes of Strangwayes in the countic of Lancaster 
escuycr on the one parte and Thomas Byrche of Byrche Hall w'in 
the towne of Wythyngton gentylman upon th'oder partye, witneas- 
cth that wheare Kataryn late wyfTe of Thomas Strangwayes de- 
ceased hathe holdethe or cnjoyethe for terme of her lyffe one 
messuage or tenemente w' th'appurtennances and huyldynges 
thereapon made and all the landes, teneraentes, raedowcs, pastures, 
woodes to the same messuage or tenemente belongyng, sett, lyeng 
and beyng in Risshehulme w'in the towneshippe of Wythyngton 

' tfu/ory of Didtburii Chapel, Chelham Sooietf'B Fubliuntioni, toI. ilii. pp. 115- 
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fia the couatie of Lancastre aforesaid imd nowe beyng in the 

tennre and occupieing of one Richard Dyconson and John Dycon- 

80n son of the said Richard or of eyther of thcytn, the revercion or 

reniaynder thereof ys to the said Willyara Straugwayes and his 

heyres; the said AVilliam Stmngwaycs for the some of seven 

povndca of lawfull money of England to hyra beforehand paid by 

the said Thomas Byrclic, dothe b.irgayne, sell, gyffe and graunt by 

these presentes to the eaid Thomas Bryche his heyres and assignes 

the for^aid messuage or tencmpnte and all odcr the premisses and 

all the right remaynder of the said messuage or teiiemente and all 

the right, tytle, interest and demaunde that the said William bathe 

in the same messuage, to have and to holdc the foraaid messuage 

_ &o. of the said William Strangwayes to the said Thomas Byrche his 

Hlt^Tes and assignes for ever. In 1575 Katharine Davenport wife of 

HSiObert Davenport of the New Pale in the county of Chester gent. 

^late widow and sometime wife of Thomas Strangweis sou and heir 

apparent of Philip Strangweis of Strangweis in the county of 

Lancaster Esquire, for good and lawful considerations, bargained, 

alienated, sold, &c., to George Birchc sou and heir apparent of 

Thomas Birch of Birch, his heirs, &c., all and every that and those 

messnages, lands, &c., in the township of Witliington, now in the 

occupation of John Dicconaon of Bisholrac, late the inheritance of 

litiie said Philip and now parcell of the jointure of the said Katha- 

nrine, which land?, &c., were conveyed by the said Philip to certain 

nffees to the use of the said Katharine during her natural life 

fter the death of the said Thomas Strangweis her late husband. 

This however does not appear to have been a total relinquish- 
ment on the part of the Strangeways family of all connexion with 
Rusholme ; they still continued to retain certain estates in the 
township. From an inquisition post mortem, dated the 7 James 
I. (1609), we learn that John Strangwaiea had recently died 
seised of lauds in Witliington manor and in Rusholme, which is 
tbe last we hear of them in this immediate neighbourhood ; indeed 
Lpbout this time their more ancient possessions of Strangeways 
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passed out of the family, by purcHnse, to Jobn Hartley of Man- 
chester, draper, ami all further traces of them are lost. 

In the reign of Elizabeth, Edward Tildcslcy of Tildealey Esquire 
held lands iu Rusholiiic. His inquisition post mortem U dated 
the 29 Elizabeth (1586). Ten years earlier he was plaintift' in 
the Duehy Court at Lancaster in a cause against Alexander 
Entwissell Esquire, the matter in dispute being messuages and 
lands iu Entwissell manor, Chorlton, Ityssheholm, Ardwick and 
Withington. 

In the 30 Elizabeth (1587), as appears from an inquisition post 
mortem of that date, Edward Siddall died seised of estates in 
Biseholme, Withington, Gorton, Manchester and Kcrsal. This 
individual was the sou of Richard Siddall of Witliington, yeoman, 
and became the purchaser of the Sladc Hall estate, to which 
attention will be hereafter directed. He was buried at the Colle- 
giate Church of Manchester February 20, 1587-8. 

The name of Edmund Prestwich of llulme Esquire, whose 
inquisition post mortem, dated the 9 Charles I. (1G33), refers to 
certain lands in Uusholme as appertaining to himself at the time 
of his death, may serve to complete the enumeration of the more 
ancient possessors of estates in the township not reserved for 
speeial notice. 

Descending to later times, Rusholme was the residence at the 
period of the Commonwealth of a family named Edge. Captain 
Edge, the parliamentary officer by whom the Eai-1 of Derby waa 
taken prisoner after the battle of Worcester, was a son of Oliver 
Edge of Birch Hall Houses in the township. Of his capture, 
the earl gives the following account in a letter to his wife : — 
" I escaped a great danger at Wigan, but met with a worse at 
Worcester, being not so fortunate to meet with any [who] would 
kill me, and thereby have put me out of the reach of envy and 
malice. Lord Lautherdalc and I, having escaped, hired horses, 
and falling into the enemy's hands were not thought worth killing, 
but have quarters given us by Captain Edge, a Lancashire man. 
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and one that was so civil to mc tbat I and all vlio lovo mo uru 
'Iteholden to lura,"' A passage from iho "Memoirs of Captain 
Hodson pf Coley," who was present on the occasion, " the place 
beiug the road about half a mile south of Naiitwich," states 
moreover that the captain "was one Oliver Edge." 

The win of Oliver Edge, the father of Captain Edge, is dated 
Decemher 26, 1635. Ho describes himself as of the Birch Hull 
Houses in the county of Lancaster] linen wehster, and requests 
that he may be buried in the Farisli Church or churchyard of 
Manchester. He names his wife Aouc Edge, and his children 
Oliver Edge, John Edge, Thomas Edge, Katharine Edge and 
Mary Edge; also his daughter EUitaheth Knot, whom he ntutcH 
himself to have lately preferred in marriage with a valuable por- 
He names moreover his father-in-law Anthony Schofield 

Ld his loving friend Mr, Thomas Birch of the Birch Hall, Gent,, 
the latter of whom and the aforesaid Anne Edge he cociititutca his 
executors. He appoints as overseers of bis will hi« loving friend 
Kalph Worslcy and his loving brother Thomas Edge. Ilia inven- 
tory is dated January 20, 1G35-G. His house was held on lease 
from Sir Humphrey DnTcnport and Sir Edward Moslcy. 

Captain OlivcT Edge, the son, makes bis will August 20, 1696, 

!e describes himself as of Birchal) Uou*ct in the parish of Man- 
tter and county of Lancajtcr, Gent, He name* therein hi* 
Ebenezer Edge ; the children of hin daughter Mary dvcffMed, 
4ste wife of John Gaytbome, luunely Thomas Oaytliome, Anne 
wife of William Thropp, ^,; hisdanghtcr Hannah, wife of TUt'Iiwd 
Sayley; and hut n.-Tcrend and worthy friendi Henry Fioch tiS 
; deric, and John Chorlton of )raociic*tcr, cUrrk. The 
was|iroredatClietterMay21, 1607,' 

T3ie name of Captain Edge of Ilircb Hall Ht^oM* ocotn tu a 
JiKt of the ntcpayns in the tovnaUp in the year Xf^U. Mt «aa 
boned at the CoUrsiste OtmrA Scptenber 12, 1696. 
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The Piatt estate within the township of Rusholme was kuowa 
by its present name as early as the twelfth century. Piatt is a' 
■word which in the Anglo-Saxon language denotes a place or 
station, or more precisely a shccpfold. It gave its name to a 
family seated there for many generations. By a deed UDdated, 
but probably executed about the year 1150, Matthew, the son of 
William, conveyed the lauds of Piatt to the Knights Plospitallers 
of St. John of Jerusalem. This religious order had its origin in 
the taking of Jerusalem by the Crusaders in 1099, when the 
release of the Holy City from Saracen bondage was signalised 
(amongst other deeds of charity) by the restoration of an hospital 
dedicated about fifty years previously to St. John, and designed 
for the reception of Christian pilgrims visiting Jerusalem. Thia 
hospital, at first but a secular cstahlisbnicnt, now became a con- 
vent and its members a religious brotherhood. The pilgrims who 
flocked to Jerusalem from all parts of the world received from the 
Hospitallers so much kindness in the relief of their necessities and 
in the furtherance of the devout object of their mission, that oa 
their return to their native land they spread the fame of the fira- 



ANCIENT CHAPEL OF BIRCH. 13 

lity far and wide; and so great a religious fervour was excited 
ill its behalf that in all parts of Christcndora lands wcro be- 
queatbed to it, and it increased rapidly in wealth as in reputation. 
A brancb of this sacred order was, according to Dugdole, first 
establiabed in England about the year 1100 by Jordan Briset, a 
knight, who erected at Clerkenwell in tbe suburbs of London a 
house or hospital upon which was lavished the liberality of kings 
and nobles, together with a ahare of the sequestered revenues of 
the Templars on tbeir suppression in the reign of Edward II.' 
Amongst these endowments were the lands of Piatt, as already 
intimated, and the bounds of the estate at the time of its transfer 
to the Knights Hospitallers were as follows : — Beginning at the 
p .Great Ditch, and following that diteh to its lower extremity as far 
• the cross which is cut in the tree; thence from the said ditch 

' ifoHiuiicon AaglicaHum, vol. ti. p. 799; edit. 1830. 
I Id 1194 Ricluird I., suranmed Cisur de Xjqd, "for tliu hi.'allh of the souls of King 

7 our father and Queen Elennor our motber, gives and grants to God and tbs 
i Maty ercr Virgin, nnd to the Blessed John tho Bnptiat, and to the aforettid 

le of the Holj Eospitnl of JerDsalem in all their tenements and in alms which 
li been giTen thein, nil tiglit Ac., and tUot they kbj ho fraa from all toll &c. — 
Tuffo'i HUtoty of lie ffolg, Mililary, SovereiffH Order of SI. John of JenuaUm, 
vol. iv. Appendix. From the sama source ne learD what the mlaa of the order were : 
1. Hospitality for all pilgrimi and crasadcrs, ini^lnding dBfoncC of tho Holj Sepulcbro 
•nd this new klngdooi (of Jerusalem). S. A militarj organisation iu three cUises — 
clergy, knights sad senants at anna. 3. Unighta to have all tbe proofs required of ■ 
milei — "nuUus ilt miles nisi Sliua militis." 4, The non-r^ulorlj ptofeesed in the 
order nuj jct be aggregated to it. 5. Females also. 6. Sono professed can have any 
property of their own ; but only can expect to be clothed and fed plainly and frugslly, 
and freely dedicate their lixes. 7. The throe tows— celibacy, obedience and indiridual 
poverty. 6. Celibacy cuts oITfrom most of the domestic ties which are impedimenta 
to self-deTotedneiB. Obedience, most implicit ; particularly in battle, wbere with an 
express eommand they on no protelt whatsoever can retire, hut death tnuBl be ex- 
pected with heroic forlitade. Their being tndiTidually poor means that tbcy re- 
noimce the rights of property, so that the all of eauh belongs to the eommon treasuiy. 
9. Their dress is that they at present wear, the cross white, from their founder being 
ft Honnim. 10. Each future head is to be selected by the order from amongst tbem- 
•dlvet, and be is to have a chapter to which he must submit, and on important matters 
convene a geaera) assembly of the order, where he may have a double vote, and than 
Ihe m^ority decide beyond appeal. 
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BS Far EB Gosetache, and by Goselaclie np to the road which panes 
between Piatt and Rnsholmc; thence along this road as far as 
the Gore Brook, and alongside the Gore Brook to the Maxsh of 
"Wiliiara do Honford, and so onwards to the Great Ditch. 

Some years later. Gamier <le Naplouae, grand prior of the English 
Brotherhood of the Knighttt Hospitallers, mode a grant of certain 
lands in Piatt (described aa those formerly gifcn to the order by 
ilatthew, son of William) to Richard de la More and his heirs. 
Other estates were alio included in the grant ; the considerations 
specified being that the said llichard and his heirs shoold make a 
yearly payment of font eliillings at the feast of St. .Michael, and 
should keep in a state of efficiency on the river Mersey at Runcorn 
the vessel which John the constable of Chester, from love to God, 
bad formerly provided for the safe conveyance of those who wished 
to cross the stream ; and that a third porlion moreover of the 
chattels of the said Richard and his heirs in succession, at the death 
of each, be reserved to the brotherhood for the good of his eoul. 
The date of this deed is 1190;' and the grantor took his name from 
Neapolis or Naplonse in Syria, of which city be was a native. He 
was a contemporary of Thomas h Becket. From being grand prior 
of the English branch he became grand master of ihe entire order on 
the death of Roger de ^loulins, and died at Ascalon, aHer holding 
the office for the short space of one year, of wounds received at the 
battle of Tiberias whilst fighting against the Sultan Saladin. 

Richard de la More was succeeded in his newly acquired estate 

' Piatt coDtiuufd [o be hclJ lubjrct lo the pajment of On annual rent of four 
■hilliugi until a comptntirel; revcnt period. Bj >n isdenture miJc Mircb 20, I7S8, 
betircen luac Orera of LiTcrpool, Qent., lord of the manor of Much Woolton. md 
Charin Won\ej of Flatt in the Bsid mant;, Omt., [lit mid Ieibc Green for the oon- 
lidcntioD of the pijment of «ii poiuids sterling alienates and sells la the said Charles 
Woralcj all tiiai annual rent of fonr shUUugs UFuing out of a certain messuage in 
WilbingtoD, cillnl Fhtt, «liera the said Chatlcs Worslcj doth now inhabit and dwell, 
and which was formerly in the po«scBsion of Kalph Wonliiy, and irhich had been 
ascienllj paid bj tbe taid Ralph Woralej, his sncestora or predecessors unto the lord 
or lords of tha manor of Much Woolton for the time being bj the name of St. John 
of Jerusalem'* rent. 
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his son William, upon wliose daughter Cecilia, on ber marriage 
lib Henry, the son of Gilbert, ber father settled one half of tho 
ids of Piatt, with remainder to her beira for ever; her husband 
benccfortti assuming the name of Piatt, and becoming the pro;;enitor 
of a family seated tbero for upwardu of four centuries. The other 
moiety of the estate was conveyed by tlie Knights Floapitallera 
through their prior, Ellas de Smethton, to Hicbard, son of Adam de 
Fameworth, and was successively possessed by him and his son 
Bobert, the latter being seised thereof in the H Edward II. (1314). 
It is described as the same moiety which had bceu formerly held 
the Knights Uospilallcrs by Adam the clerk, and was held 
subject to the payment of an annual sum of four shillings on the 
■day of St. Matthew, and a third portion of the chattels of each 
iccesstve owner at his death. 

By his marriage with Cecilia, Henry del Piatt hail a son Roger, 

who in the 17 Edward I. (128S) conveyed to Ellen his sister certain 

lands in Piatt, the same which his mother bad recovered before the 

king's justices, — bounded by the Thornditch and the Qoselache. 

The terms of a covenant concluded in 1324 by this same Roger del 

Piatt and Robert, son of Richard dol Piatt (probably his successor), 

we etill extant. It relates to a partition of lands in Rusholme. 

It decrees that the pasture which stretches from the dwelling-house 

of Roger to the Goide Brook shall bo shared by both parties to the 

covenant ; that the ditch extending from the village (a vico) as far 

as the tielde Rrook Is on the estate of Robert. Roger moreover 

quitclaims to Robert and his heirs all his right and titlo to the 

parcel of land from the aforesaid ditch to the Gelde Brook between 

" ";e village and the Herneflatt, and grants to him a third part of 

irtain other lands the name of which cannot be deciphered, 

;ether with a butt of land lying in Gosecroft in exchange for other 

id of Itobeit which lies within the fall of him the said Roger. 

as in turn succeeded by Robert del Piatt, whose relation- 

ip to his pi-edecessor is not clearly defined, although probably one 

the contracting parties in the covenant just recited. He received 

grant of land &c. in the 18 Edward III. (1344) from Ellen, the 
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daughter of Henry del PUtt the younger. This estate » described 
as being situated in Withington manor and conBisfing of two mes- 
suages, twenty-four acres of arable land and one acre of meadow, 
being the lands which she recovered in a suit with William, bod of 
Alexander del Bothe. In another deed she is described as Ellen 
the younger (la puisnesse), the danghter of Henry del Platte the 
jrounger, to distinguish her from her namesake Ellen, daughter of 
Henry del Piatt the aforesaid and his wife Cecilia, who also is 
found a year earlier (1313) devising the lands she had receired id 
1388 from Roger her brother to Richard, son of this same Robert 
del Piatt. Ellen del Piatt the younger was daughter of Henry del 
Piatt the younger, and granddaughter to Geoffrey by his wife Am&- 
bilia ; she became the wife of Alexander del Bathe. Nothing is 
known as to the degree of affinity subsisting between the owners of 
the Piatt estate and their collaterals Geofirey and his son Henry the 
younger. 

Robert del Platte makes his will on the fast-day of St. Maums 
the Abbot (January 15) 1360. Like all documents of that early 
period, it is very short. He leaves his soul to God, the Blessed 
Virgin and all the saints, and directs that his body be interred in 
the cemetery at Manchester. Ho n-ills that his best beast be led 
before his body in the name of a mortuary, and concludes by ap- 
pointing his son John and his wife Loreta his executors, beseeching 
them to make such a disposition of his goods as may best conduQft 
to the welfare of his soul. 

Besides his younger son John, whom ho names as hi§ executor, 
Bobert del Piatt left other issue : Richard his eldest son, to whom, 
B8 we have already seen, Ellen del Piatt devised lands in Rusholme; 
Bobert, a younger son ; Ellen, the wile of Robert de Milkewalle- 
slade; and Margaret, who was living and unmarried in the 23 
Edward III. (1349). 

Some years before his death, namely in 13+9, Robert del Piatt 
had executed a deed fixing the succession to his estates. He limila 
them in the first instance to Richard his sou and heir and to the 
heirs of his body lawfully begotten ; with remainder in case of 



^M failure ol'i 



ANCIENT CHAPRI, OF DIRCII. 



17 



I failure ol' issue, to his younger son Jolm and lits heirs ; wiih remain- 
der to hia nephew Robert de Milkcwallcelade ; with remainder to 
his nephew John de Milkewalleslaile, the two sons of Robert de 
Alilkewallealado by his daughter Ellen ; with remainder to Robert, 
I 80Q of Adam de Ferneley of Saddleworth -frith; with remainder 
r to Wilham. son of Edward Heth of Saddleworlh-frith ; with re- 
I inainder to his danghter Margaret ; with roniainder to the right 
heire of him the said Robert. 

He was succeeded by his eldest bod Richard, whose eon John was 
living in the )4th Richard II. (1390), and who it is inferred died 
shortly afterwards, leaving no issue, having outlived hia younger 
brother Richard. The estates consequently devolved upon Nicholas 
del Piatt as heir to hia father John del Piatt, the younger son of 
Robert, in accordance with the succession-deed of 1349. 

Nicholas del Piatt, on succeeding to the inheritance of hia family, 
I re-settled his estates in the 14 Richard II. (1.390). lie limits them 
to himself and his heirs; with remainder to Alonia his sister, the 
wife of GeoftVey, aon of John Edmundson the clerk ; with remainder 
to Emmota, wife of John del Slude ; with remainder to John del 
Piatt the younger, the son of Richard del Piatt, the aon of Robert 
del Piatt; with remainder to the right heirs of the said Nicholas. 
Two years later, certain lands were excepted from the auccesaion 
a indicated, being then probably held in Jointure, one messuage 
called Goscroftboua with two acres of land, am! also another parcel 
called the Medliap. The occurrence of the name of John del Piatt 
the younger in this deed is not very intelligible, since, had he been 
I then living, or, being dead, had left issue, he or his issue would 
I have had a prior claim to the estatea aa in descent from an elder 
At the time of executing this deed Nicholas appears to have 
been either unmarried or without issue, no reference being made 
therein to any direct descendant. In the 3 Henry V. (1+15) bow- 
ever he makes a more specific disposition of his lands, entailing 
them on his aon Richard and Katharine his wife and their heirs. 

1 he was succeeded bv hia son Richard, whose wife 
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Katharine survived her husband, being yet living ae his widow in 
tho 28 Henry VI. (1449), in whiuh year she received from lier 
son, tlion in possession of the Piatt estate, a grant of a house in 
Husholuie, called Goosecrof't Hoiise, a garden, a barn, and two acres 
of land for the tomi of her life. Ilicbard del Plait made his will 
Supteiiiber 4, 14S9, wherein be commits his soul to Almighty 6od, 
tho Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, and his body to the 

worms, to be buried in the parish ..." 

Ho desires that whereinsoover he has done amiss or incurred a debt, 
A recompense may, if possible, be made. His debts and legacies 
paid, he wills that the residue and remainder of his personal estate 
(if any such be found) sliall be disposed of by his son and executor, 
John Piatt, for the good of his soul. Ho gives to the church in 
which he shall bo buried one noble in gold for his interment ; to his 
confessor or soul's physician, John Richebery, he gives three nobles 
in gold ; to Geoffrey Piatt, his son, forty nobles ; and as to the resi- 
due of his estate ho gives full power to his executor, John Piatt, go 
to dispose of it as may best consult his sours welfare. The will was 
made (as is therein asserted) in testator's house and in the presence of 
John Richebery his confessor. He died leaving two sons, Jolm hia 
successor, and a younger son named Geoffrey. John Piatt, as already 
stated, was executor of his father's will. He was living in the 12 
Edward IV. (1472) ; and six years later his name occurs as one of 
the bondsmen in the marriage- covenant of John Bamford of Bam- 
ford, Gent. He died sometime between that date and 14^9. His 
wife's name was Constance, who with her husband appears to have 
been a devout member of the Church. In the Appendix will ba 
found a transcript of a Papal Indulgence granted by tho minister 
(by which name the bead of that house was known) of the house of 
St. Robert of Knaresborough of the order of the Holy Trinity and of 
the Redemption of Captives who are suffering imprisonment at tha 

' The remainder of tlie asntenoe ia cot tctj clear; na far aa tbe word* mn ba 
deciphered id the origiim] parobment, tbey are " m pro* Scl 8. Samtini foro mellna 
Dioo' Maiden." 
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MDiIa of the pagans for (heir belief in OhHst,' addresaed to John 
Piatt and Constacco his wife. The document recites the advantages 
accruing to all benefactors to the house (amongst whom it may bo 
presumed were John Piatt and his wife), and ia endorsed as follows : 
" Hy the authority of God the Father Almighty, of the blessed saints 
Peter and Paul, His apostles, and by the authority of the whole 
Church and of the Papal Indulgence entrusted to mc, I absolve thes 
from all thy sins cauimittcd and confessed, as well as from all other 
sins now forgotten, but which thou wouldcst niah to confesa if they 
did but occur to the remcitibrance ; and also from all cases in what 
manner soever reserved for the apostolic see, and concerning which 
that ace ought to be consulted, by the authority of Pope Piua 11. 
I absolve thee also in the moment of death, with full remission of 
all thy sina, as far as the keys of the Church extend. This, by 
tlie authority of these letters apostolic, I grant to thee in the name 

tirfthe Father," &c. 
L Letters of affiliation wore also granted to John Piatt and Constance 
IBb wife by James, warden of the Convent of Franciscans or Grey 
f rtixrs at Preston, dated March 8, 1429, permitting them to make 
choice of a confessor with power of granting absolution for the year 
commencing the Sth of April next ensuing, and granting them gene- 
rally a full participation in all spiritual benefits and advantages ap- 
pertaining to the Order both in lifo and death ; adding moreover as 
a special favour that whenever an intimation of their deaths shall be 

HiB order of Trinitarinas imposed tows of cbHstlty Kcd pororty. Thaj dOTotcd & 

part of their income to the redeDiptiou of Christian captirca from inGdelg. The 

netj eoniiated of thrca cli^rlis and thrn! Uj mPD in the house, bnide the minister, as 

their head was called. Their dress was composed of white woollen TestmentH with ■ 

pilch »nd breeoiira, which they were not to put. off in bed. In the " Specimen Monn- 

ohologiai," the coatame is a hemispherical tonaure, a fillibeg, while woollen tonie tied 

witil Kblack tbonf;, a loose white hood nilh a short round pectoral hnuging before, a 

Icmger pointeil dorsal behind. A close scapular; shorter than the tunic. A maatlo 

•nd hood, beside that of tho tuaio. The seapularj and left side of the mantle marked 

miOt aTeduid blue erase. Aahirtand wooIleuTMt. — Tothtoke'a Sritiih Mmtaeiitm, 

78,189. 
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conveyed to the provincial chapter of the order, the eame services 
shall bo performed for them as are customarily performed for the 
brethren at their dccease.i 

GoHBtanco Piatt survived her busbnnd, and her name occurs asso- 
ciated with that of hor son Richard, in a deed dated 5 Henry VII. 
(148IJ), confirming to one William Adshead a dwelling-house situa- 
aled in the Milne-gatc in Manchester, tying between the tenement 
of John Bradford on the one side and the tenement of the aforesaid 
Richard which is now in the occupation of the wife of Nicholas 
Shelmerdine on the other sido, extending from the highway to the 
river Irk. They appoint Thomas Bradford, chaplain and vicar of 
the college of Manchester, and Henry Leylond, their true and law- 
ful attorneys to give seisin. This deed possesses additional interest 
SB defining the exact place of residence of the family of Bradford, 
and possibly the birthplace of the martyr himself. 

Richard Plutt, the son and heir of John Plait and Constance his 
wife, succeeded his lather. Of himself and of his further conne.vious 
nothint; has been ascertained. He was living, as we have just seen, 
in the 5 Henry VII. (1489), and laler in the 9 Henry Vli. (U93). 
He may have been the father of John Piatt who succeeded him io 
the Pl.itt eslafe, but thta is only conjecture. 

John Piatt, the next in succession, was living November 20, 
1532, when he was named as one of six trustees in a deed of feoff- 
ment executed by George Birch of Birch, Gent. In the 2 Edward 
VI. (1548) he conveyed to his younger son William a certain mes- 
suage near Rusholme Green, and au acre aud a half of land called 
the Croft. He died somelimo before the year 1553, leaving Jane 

' Tbe FroDi'icrBiiB or Ore; Frinrs vere bo caUutl fram their faubit, a long grc; coit 
reaching to their heels, with a hood tmd a glnllo of oord. They were to baTu oo pro- 
pert;, and were not la luko monc}' but liixvsBarics only u rowarda of tboir bboun. 
The; fnilcd from All Saiala to Cnirislram (hoaidea Lent from Epiphonj) and at other 
liiaea on Fridays. Thcj were to beg Inatilj (cwaGdenter) and their tankt wero ftdl 
ofpockeU for receiring ediblei, &□., for Ibej vcro called mcDdicants becauK? preWnd- 
ing to erangelical pcrfoclion, and bcgi^ from door (o door. — Fo«broke'> BtilM 
Uoaatkitm, pp. IS, 2SS. 
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' his widow (formerly the wife of James Lawrence of Manchester 
defleased) whose jointure consiEted of two messuages and two closes 
of land, The Hall Field, and The Urucke Field, in Ruahohne, in 
I the respective occupation of Margaret widow of Edmund Dmicuth- 
■ky and Ralph Dunculhlcy. He was succeeded by his elder bud 
lichard, who in the (irst year of Queen Mary's reign must have 
become reconciled to the ancient faith, if indeed his forefathers had 
ever renounced it. In 1555 a participation in the masses, prayers, 
preachings, fastings, abstinences, watchings, and other labours of the 
eoDvent of the order of Preaching Friars at Chester was accorded to 
him and Annes (in all probability bis first wife) by Brother Matthew 
the prior of that order, as also such masses and prayers for the salvation 

I of his soul after his decease as are cuatomariJy offered for the souls 
flf departed brothers and friends.' He died June i, 1593, and was 
baried the day following at the Collegiate Church, Manchester. 
Bis inquisition post mortem was held at Wigan September 10, 
]593, beforo Thomas Hesketh escheator for the county palatine, 
Kobert Pilkingfon Esq., James Worthington Gent., and Ralph 
Haugblon Gent., on the oath of Thomas Lane Esq., Robert Hindley 
Gknt., Roger Itradabaw Gent., John Dewliurst Gent., Tbomas Mark- 
land Gent., "William Aacroft Gent., Miles Gerrard Gent., and Thomas 
Tarlton Gent. The jurors affirm ou their oath that the said Richard 
Piatt the day before his death, was seised in his demesne as of fee, 
of and in one messuage, twenty-eight acres of arable land, two acres 
of meadow, and ten acres of pasture, within Rusbolme in the manor 
of Withington, and also of one house and garden in Manchester; 
and that being thus seised he had on the 15th day of December 
1576 granted a part of the aforesaid lands to a certain Elizabeth 
Piatt widow, late the wife of John Piatt now deceased, by the name 
of Ehzabetb Birch, for the term of her life, which said Elizabeth ia 
yet living and residing in Rusbolme. And further tbey say that on 
the Ml day of August 1590 the said Richard made his will, in which 
be gave to Isabella Piatt his wife one cottage, fourteen acres of 

* Preaching Frinrn, or Jocobilea, s! Ilict wpre joraetitnes called. 
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meadow and pasture land, and one field containing half an acre, all 
in Ruaholme aforesaid, to be held for the term uf her natural life. 
And further tliej afiirm th.it the aforesaid messuage and lands &c. 
in Rusholiue are held and at the time of hia decease were held from 
the Queen as of the late Hospital of St, John of Jerusalem in Eng- 
land' by the payment of an annual rent of four shillings and a cer- 
tain portion of the chattels of each successive tenant at his death ; 
and are worth twenty-six shillings and eightpence per annum : and 
that the aforesaid house and garden in Manchester are held of the 
lord of Manchester in socage by the payment of an annual rent of 
twelve pence and are worth two shillings per annum. They say 
moreover that the aforesaid Richard Piatt died on the second day of 
June last past and that Bdmund Piatt is his son and heir, and is, at 
the holding of this inquisition, of the age of eight years eight months 
and twenty-seven days ; and they say further that the said Richard 
Piatt had no other messuages, lands or tenements. His wife Isabel 
survived him, and dying in 16J 7, was buried {November 24) at the 
Collegiate Church. Of his three children, John, the eldest, married 
in December 1576 Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Birch of Birch, 
Gent., but died in his father's lifetime, leaving no issue. The estalca 
consequently devolved upon Edmund the younger son, who at his 
lather's death was still in his minority, his guardian being his kins- 
man Thomas Birch of Birch, Gent , as appears from the will of the 
latter proved at Chester in 1595. Ho was twice married, having 
issue by his first wife, who died in January KilS, John his son and 
heir, Richard his younger son, and a d.iughter named Isabel, His 
second wife Joane survived him, and was living a widow in 1633. 

' The order of St. Joliti of JeruBulum had cow ceiseil la mist tn this counlry. In 
1639 a bill was brouglit iuto parliament to riut in tlie crown nil the pcopertj of 
religioiu housra. The site of the priorj was granlnd in the SS Huury VIII. (1S46) 
to Jolin TtscouDt Lisle, and a great part of the church, with the fino bell loner, vn* 
blown up in tbe 3 Edward TI. {1549). An eflbrt wu made lo re-catablidh the order 
b; Philip and Mar;, who repaired the house tmd rcetor«d 011117 °^ ^''^ "'^ eslalea, 
but it wai Gnallir luppreiiedin the flratjeor at Elizabeth (1368). Dugdate's itomu- 
tieon Ai^UoaiHtm, toI. ti. p. 799. 
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Edmuud Piatt was tbs last of his family who resided at Piatt. 
The estate, at first mortgaged, waa in 1 625 sold to Ralph Worsley of 
Manchester, yeoman. 

By indenture dated December 81, 162;!, between Edmnnd Piatt 
of Piatt in Withinglon in the county of Lancaster, Gent., upon the 
one pari, and Rajiho Worslcy of Mancfaoster in the said county, yeo- 
man, upon the other part. It is witnessed that the said Edmund 
Piatt, for cei'tain con si derations, grants, bargains, sells, enfeoffs and 
cunlirms unto the Eaid Raphe Worsley his heirs and assies for ever, 
all that ca])ital messuage or dwelling house situate and being in 
Rushulmo in the aforesaid county of Lancaster, nhcrein the said 
Edmund Piatt dolh now inhabit and dwell, commonly called and 
known by the name of The Piatt, and also all and singular those 
cloees, clausures, fields and parcels of land, commonly called the 
Kiln Croft, the Broad Croft, the Long Eyes, the Short Eyea, the 
Pingot, the Pike End, the Black Flatt, the Great Brook Field, the 
Little Brook Field, the Middope, the Hall Field, the Hall Croft, 
and the Stony Lands, containing by estimation forty and four acres 
of land or thereabouts, according to the measure there used, lying or 
■being tn Piatt and Withlngtou aforesaid. 

The above deed was a mortgage on the estate, with power of 
redemption to the said Edumnd Piatt up to January 20, 1625, the 
flum advanced by Ralph Worsley being JPiSO 6s. By indetiture 
between the same parties, dated January 26, 1625, Ralph Worsley 
pays to Edmund Piatt the additional eum of £1 29 14b., being in all 
£550, and the estate was finally conveyed to the Worsleys without 
further power of redemption. Portions of the estate were, at the 
time of its transfer, under lease to George Travis and Thomaa Shel- 
merdine. By a bond dated January 25, 1625-6, Edmund Piatt 
pledges himself and his family ''peaceablie and quietlie to flitt, re- 
move and depart out of and from all that capitall messuage or dwell- 
ing house called The Piatt." He retired to Blackley, where he died 
afterwards, and all further traces of the family were lost. 
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The Worsleya of Piatt claim descent from Eliaa do Workesley, 
lord of Worsley, a Crusader, who, atteuding Robert Duke of Nor- 
mandy in his expedition to the Holy Land, after many triumphs 
r the infidels, died at Rhodes and was buried there, A pedigree 
given in the Harl. MSS. (2100, fo. 32) "collected," as it states, "from 
deeds of y" auntient family of Worsloy of \\'ors!oy," derives thein 
. this source, and connects with the ancient stock Nicholas 
"Woraloy of Manchester, the scion with whose name the pedigreo 
commences which was submitted to Sir Wilham Dugdalo at the 
Lancashire Visitation of 1C6'4. 

NicholsB Worsley is described as son and heir of Otes Worsley of 
ITewham Green near Worsley, by Ciceley, daughter of Nicholag 
Kigby of Harrock, Ho was residing in Manchester in 1.598. His 
younger son Charles followed the trade of a linen draper, and, pros- 
Itering in business, purchased certain lands in Ruaholme in ICll, as 
the following abstract testifies:— By indenture dated March 31, 
I6H, Oswald Mosloy of Manchester, Gent., for and in consideration 
!)f the sum of ^£"280, bargained, aliened, sold, fcc, to Charles Wora- 
[fiy of Manchester, linen draper, all those teuomcuts, lands, &c., in 
Kusholmc lato in the tenure of Richard Birch and George Birch his 
jgrandaon, known by the several names, the \Vheatfield, the Croft, 
Jhe Breadio Buttes or Breadie landcs, the Banke, the Hobcartlic, the 
^ithens, the Ouldeartho, the Barnelanton, the fourth part of the 
Houlgate Meadow, the Acre, the Halt-acre, and the Seaven Falls 
(which three last parcels are situate in the Rnsholme Meadow). No 
acreage is given to the lands thus conveyed. He married Elizabeth, 
laughter of Raph Gee of Manchester and sister of Alice Clark, wife 
f George Clarke, the muniiicent founder of the Charity in Manches- 

r which bears his name, and dying in 1641 left issue, Raph, his 

a and heir ; Edward, his second son, who married and resided in 
Vithington; Cicely, wife of John Brownsword of Manchester; and 

"ee, wife of Thomas Bolton of Salford, yeoman.' 

J- indenturo mide Febnmrj 7, 1615, between Thomas BoiUtou of Salford in the 
7 of Idncuter, jeonum, npon the one port, and Oeorge Gee of Leigh in the uid 
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Raph Worsley, eldest son of the aforesaid Charles, was born j 

" 592, He married first Isabel, daughter and heiress of Edwfu 

Maasey of ManL-hester, Gent., and widow of Alesandor Ford oi 
Wigan, Gent.' The marriage-settlement is dated January U, 1620, 

county of LBaoaater, clerk, snd Edward Worslej of Manchestat in the eountj afon- 
■uid, cbapmin, upon the other part, It is witneiaed that the said Thomas Boulton, for 
and in (^oaaidcratioa of a numBiee already had and solemmzsd betvecD him the Mid 
Thomas Boulton and Alice hia non wife (danghtcr of Charlea Wontej' of Manchertar 
uorcaud, j'eoman) and for a conTonient and sulGcicnt joisture to be bad Rod mida 
■into or for the aald Ali«> out of the lands &0. of the said Thomaa Boul(«n, doth ootb- 
OBDt, gnol and fullj agree to and with the said George Gee and Edward Woralsy, 
that be the said Thomoa Boulton shall and will on this side and before the feast of 
Suter next eniuing after the daj of the date hereof lavrfuHj' lud sufQoieDtlj oodtcj 
lo the (aid Oeorge Geo and Edward Woralpy all that the bam with the appurtfr 
nancea, situate in or near adjoimng to a certain street or lane in Salford called the 
GraTel Hole, together with the garden, croft, or parcel of land at the back of the 
■aid baro, and all the cloaes and puTcclg of Inud with their appurtenances, Ijtng in 
Salford aforesaid, called bj the several names of the Wheat-croft, the New Intaek, 
Ihe Hanging Meadow, the Hall ClifT, the Dole, or parcel of land Ijing at the back of 
the DOW dweUiug-house of Anne Bradshaw, widow, and the Dole or parcel of land 
Ijing at the back of the now dwell ing-honse of George Childam,--lo the iannediatfl 
use of the said Thomas Boulton and hu assigns for and during liis natural life ) and 
from and after the death of the said Thomas Boulton, then lo the use of the said Alioe 
(non wife of the said Thomia Boultou) and her assLgns for her natural life ; and from 
and after the death of tbe longer lirer, then to the use and behoof of the heirs malei 
of the bod; of tbe said Thomas Boulton lanfullj begotten and lo be begotten apoo 
the body of the said Alice his now wife ; and in default of such issue, then to the use 
and behoof of the heirs and aaaigna of the said Thomas Boulton for ercr. 

' The Eaoiilj of Weaaey had resided in Maucheeter for some gcnerat'ons. FVom 
the presentment of Ihc jurors at the Court Lcet, held October 4, 155S, we find that 
"Katberinc, late wjtfe of Hamnet Msssoj is deceased since the lost court daie, and 
that Bandlc Massej her tonne la her heire and at lawful! age and readie at this preaent 
to tako his oath and doe the lord scrrisse aecording to the cuatomc of this maimor" 
iai. Rsndlo Maasej died, as appears from the same source, in the last jear of the 
relgo of Eliiabi'lh, lesring Edward his son and heir of full age. Edward, son of 
Bandte and grandson of Hamnet, married llrst in 1586 (marriage settlement dated 

Uaj IS in that year) Anne, daughter of and seconillj Margaret, daughter gl 

who wa» Hying a widow in 1635. By his first wife he had issue, Joel, lirt 

in 160B, and Isabel married (1.) Alexander, bod and heir of William Ford of 8irj 
Woodbousea in Iho parish of Wigan, Gent, (inarrisge settlement dated Ootoborfl 
1617), and (2.) Roi.h Worilej of Plait, Gent., aa sboTe. The residence of tbe U 
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I ihe trustees named therein being Gliarloa Woraley of Manchester, 
yeoman, Edward Masaie of Manchester, Gent., George Clarke of the 
lame, haberdasher, and John Dawson of the same, yeomun. The 
isBuo of thia marriage was Charles, the eldest son and heir, of whom 
we shall hereafter have more particularly to speak ; Edward, rector 
of Gnnton in the county of Norfolk and of Letberingsett in the same 
county; and George, of IJlakestake in the parish of Manchester, His 
second wife (married in 1C29) was Elizabetli, daughter of George 
Walker of the parish of Asbton-under-Lyno and widow of John 
Booth of Manchester,' by whom he had the following issue : Baph, 
of Pembroke College, Oxford, parson of Macclesfield in the county 
of Chester, and in 1668 vicar of Egmanton in the county of Notts; 
and Elizabetli, married to the Rev. Joseph Ottiwell, parson of Aston 
1 the county of Chester and of Ellesmere in the county of Salop. 
' bis third wife Martha, daughter of George Siddall of Milko- 
illeslade, Gent., he had no issue. 
. At his father's death he succeeded to the business, and contributed 
Binch to the prosperity of the family. Ho liad, for the period, e.xten- 
■«»e dealings with weavers residing in the villages around Man- 
chester, to whom he entrusted yarn for the purpose of having it 
woven into cloth, atlerwards disposing of tho same at his shop in 
gjduicbester, In 1625 he was enabled to add to his father's original 
nrchase of lands in Rusholme bv annexing thereto the Piatt estate, 
which henceforth became the distinguishing abodo of the family. 

B tlw Uiluc^titc nivre unto n ilristo comouJy caUnd ToaJ Lane," wbera [Ley 
m of the FUtti of Buabolme. 

iage an eitnle in Moaton, the purchase of her deceased hniband John 
Oth from tho fuijilj of Street, w»» coaTejed to tbe Worslejs, iu whoee repreienta- 
tiie it is DOW rested, Letteri of BdmiDUtration of hor late buabaud'a offocta were 
granted lo EUxnbelh Booth bia vidow April 9, 1620, and &oin an inTcntor; dated 
July 6 it is icon thst John Booth followed the Bsme trade u did Baph Woraley, 
(Orersl neavers irhoaB naniFB are given, residing in the lillagcs of Moston, Netrtoa 
and Blackleg, being in bis debt at the time of his decease lo tbo amount of £33S 
17s. 9d. for yam snpplied to tbem. The issue of ber first marriiigo with John 
Sooth consisted «bol!}' of daughters — Elizabeth, Martha, wife of John Stonehewer 
of Manchester, Sarah and Jlary, the latter of whom became tbo wife of her aflei^ 
ward* celebrated itep-brothcr Chsrln Wonlef. 
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From many meniarniida etill remaining he was evidently a man of 
considerablo intelligence, of great energy and of active Lusinesa 
Imbits. In Lis later years, having retired from business, he found 
occupation in managing hia estate and in superintending the trusts 
reposed in him by others in the many exeoutoraliips and trusteesLipa 
he was solicited to undertake. In the contentions which marked 
the reign of Charles tbo First he took sides with the parliament and 
approved of their deeds, and, as appears from the journals of tho 
House of Commons of this period, was a tnember of the parliamentAry 
Bub-committec of accounts sitting at Manchester in May 16-18, He 
died November 6, 1G69, at an advanced age, having lived to see the 
monarchy restored. His will is dated September 1, 1668, and is as 
follows : — In the name of God, amen. This first day of September 
in the year of our Lord (iod one thousand eis hundred three score 
and eight, I, Raph Worsley of Piatt within Rushulme within 
Withington in the county of Lancaster, Gent., being in health of 
body and in good and perfect memory, praised be God, knowing 
death to he certaine but the houre and time of it most uncertaine, 
doe constitute, ordainc and make titis my last will and testametit 
in manner and forme followinge — To witt, ifirst and principally, I 
coincnd my soule into the hands of Almighty God my Creator and 
Maker, and my body to the earth, to be buried in Christian maner 
fttt the discretion of my executors hereafter named ; and as conoem- 
ingo such worldly goods and chattelU as God of His great goodnesse 
hath bestowed upon mee, it is my will and mind that all my debts, 
funerall expenses, and all other some or soihes of money which my 
executors may have cause to lay out about the execution of this my 
last will and testament, may bo paid forth or out of my whole goods, 
debts and chattels. Item it is my will and mind that that soiiie of 
one hmidred pounds of lawful money of England which my loving 
wife Martha Worsley before her marriage with me agreed to accept 
in fill] discharge and satisfaction of what my said wife may challenge 
or demand att or after my decease out of all or any of my landi^ 
goods, debts or chattels, may be paid to my said wife by my eift- 
cutors hereafter named, within three months next after my decease. 



ANCIENT CHAPEL OF BIBCU. 



29 



f Item I doe give aod bequeath unto my only daughter M"' Eliza- 
beth Ottiweil, in lews of her portion or child's part of all my ^oods, 
debts and chattels, the sum of ^200 of lawful money of England. 
Item I doe give and beqncatb unto my loving Bonne Mr. Edward 
Worsley of Letlieringaott in Noii'olke one hundredth pounds of law- 
ful money of England, in full of his portion. Item I doe give and 
bequeath untu my youngest aonne Mr. Itaph Worsloy of Egmenton 
in the countio of Nottingham the sume of Ji^oO of lawful money of 
England, in full of his portion. Item I givo and bequeath unto my 
granchild Raphe Worsley, sonne and lieiro of my deare deceased 
Boune Mr. Cliarles Worsley, my bed-stid and prcsse in the greate 
chamber of my dwelling-house att Piatt, the chcesc-prcEse in the 
^^^w-houBC, with the stono trough under it, the best meale-arke and 
HBw greate arko in the barne. Item 1 give and bequeath unto my 
^^pcne George Worsley the euiii of £^0 of lawfid money of England, 
^^B tiiU payment, satisfaction and discharge of bis filial portion or 
child's part of all my goods, debts and chattels, or of what sutue or 
snmes of money my said sonne George Worsley mayo in any kind 
claime, challenge or demande out of my goods, debts and chatties, in 
regard I have heretofore given unto my said sonne George Worsley 
and duly paid the same a very considerable portion of ^200, as my 
said sonne very well knoweth, besides other valuable considerations. 
Item I give and bequeath unto my granchild Ilaph Worsley, sonne 
Mid heire of my aforesaide sonne Mr, Charles Worsley deceased, my 
messuage and tenement called the Yeildhouse for and during all 
such terme and interest as I have in the same, my said granchild 
paying, doing and performing all such rents, taxes and reporations 
^^p may be chargeable upon the same during tho said torm and time. 
^Btem I doe give and bequeath unto my granchild Charles Worsley, 
^Bonnger sonne of my aforesaid sonne Mr. Charles Worsley, ^20, to 
^be paid to my said granchild by my executors within oue month 
after my said granchild shall accomplish the age of twenty-one 
yeares, if he be then living. Item I doo give and bequeath unto 
Itny loving wife Martha Worstey all my lands or ground in Lovens- 
atlme in the tenure and occupation of Thomas Broome carrier, and 
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that ffee farme yearly rent of thirty-nine shillings and eightpence 
iasuiiig forth or out of one messuage and tenement heretofore ia the 
tenure and occiipncon of John Alexander and William Birch or their 
sssignes, within Grindluw aforesaid, to have and to hold the said 
land or ground and the said yearly rent of tbirty-nine shilUngs and 
eightpence unto my said wife for and during the terme and time of 
her naturall life, if shee my said wife doe soe long keep her self chast 
and not maricd to any other man, and not otherwise, my said wife 
yielding, paying and performing all aiich rents, lays and taxations as 
may be chargeable upon the same during the said terme and time. 
Item it is my will and mind that forasmuch as I might leave unto 
my wife a considerable joynture out of my lands at Piatt for and 
during the lime of her natural life, but am not willing soe much to 
prejudice my granchild Ralpli Worsley, who is to succeed me, yet it 
is my will and uiind that my said granebild Rapb Worsley or whom- 
soever may come to have that estate aller me, shall and may allow 
and provide that my said wife may have sufficient meate and drinke 
fitting for her at I'latt, and the chambora at Piatt wherein my de- 
ceased Sonne Mr. Charles Worsley and Martha Worsley were accus- 
tomed to lye, for and during the naturall Hfo of my said wife, if roy 
said wile do so long keep her self chast and unmaried to any other 
man, and will be jdeased therewith ; but if that hereafter there should 
any difference or dislike grow betwixt my said wife and ray said 
granchild Baph Worsley, it ia then my will and mynd that my said 
granchild Kapb Worsley shall pay unto my said wite the full and 
just sum of -f* of lawful money of England yearely during the 
natural life of my said wife (if she live so long cbast and unmaried) 
in lewe of her diet and chambers at Piatt as is aforesaid, and then 
my said wife to provide for her self as she aeetb good. Item I give 
and bequeath unto my sonne George Worsley all that time, terme 
and interest that I have in one messuage with the appurtenances in 
or neare a certain street in Manchester there called the Marketstid- 
lane, which was granted unto me by one Thomas VValker of Dida- 
bury and others for several years yet unexpired. Item I do give 
and bequeath unto my granchild Charles ^^'"or^ley aforenamed the 
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1 of ^40 of lawful money of England, to be paid unto the said 
Cliarlea Worsley within one month aAer he shall accomplish the 
age of twenty-one years by his brother Raph Worsley forth of the 
rents of one messuage in Manthester, there called tlie Smithy-doore, 
in the holding of one Robert Johnson and others; and if the said 
£iO be not paid to my said granchild at the time aforesaid either by 
my granchild Raph Woraloy or by who ever may hold the said mea- 
Eungo at that time, in that cause it is my will and mynd that if the 
Baid sum of £Hi aa aforesaid be not paid to my granchild Charles 
I Worsley at the time aforesaid, in that cause it is my will that my 
■panchild Charles Worsley shall receive the rents, issues and profits 
■Bf that messuage w"" the appurtenances until my said granchild 
Charles Worsley may have received to his own use the said sum of 
^40 over and above all rents issuing out of that messuage, charges 
and reprises, and no longer. Item it is my will and mind, and I 
r do hereby devise, give and bequeath all the rest and residue of my 
>ds, debts and chattels not herein formerly disposed of, if there be 
my remaining, to and amongst my three sons Mr, Edward Worsley, 
iorge Worsley, Mr. Raph Worsley, aud my daughter M"' Eliza- 
eth Ottiwell, to be divided amongst them four by even and equal 
tortious ; and if any of my sons or doughter be refractory and not 
well content with this my disposition, but contradict the same or go 
about to make frustrate the same, it is my will and mind that he or 
they which shall so do shall be wholly deprived of what is given to 
him or them by this my last will and testament, and what is hereby 
bequeathed unto him or them that are not well content with this 
my disposal shall bo equally divided amongst them that are content 
with this my disposition. And lastly. I do hereby disannul, make 
frustrate and voide all former and other last wills, guifts, legacies 
and bequests which I may heretofore have formerly made, given and 
jKqueathed ; and I do hereby ratify and con6rm this for my last 
pill and testament ; and for the execution thereofj 1 do hereby no- 
llinate and appoint my loving son George Worsley and my loving 
inson Raph Worsley aforesaid executors of this my last will and 
Lament, intreating them to see this my will and mind in all points 
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performed, as my trust is that they will do. In witnesa wherenf I 
have hereunto sett my hand and saale the day and yeare first above 
writteu, WitneHses: William Jackson, Haph Fletcher, Baph 
Livesey. Proved at Chester November 26, 1G69. 

The inventory of Raph Woraley, Goot., is dated November li, 
1GG9. The total value of his goods and chattels is estimated at 
^1361 63, 1 Id,, and includes under their several heads the following 
items ; — 

Stock and Farm produce : — 

Thirteeii cowes, one w*^ anotb'' at 3'' 0« (V^ a peece 3J) 00 

One bull calfo 01 ID 

OnebuII 02 10 

Onecalfe 00 15 

The blind horse and blacke maire 02 10 

Baymairo 03 00 

Afilly 05 10 

Gray maire , 05 OO 

The pacinge horsa Oi 10 

Tow great hoggea 03 00 

Three young shoates 03 00 

In hay 20 00 

In oates thresht and unthresht 10 00 

In harley and beanes unthrcsht 07 00 

In the Hall : ~ 

A lookeinge glasao 00 00 06 

Tow tables, tow ffornies, and tow course stooles., 01 08 00 

Three secM chaires 00-18 00 

One ould clocke, one ould habbeard 00 06 00 

One ould ffire iron 00 06 00 

In the Great Parlor : — 

One standing bed 0] 10 00 

In curtaiiies, valandes, rodds and ringes 00 13 Oi 

One fl'eather bed, tow boulstors and tow pillowes 02 12 00 
The Buttry : ~ 

Tow barrills with drinke in y", one ould ban-ill 00 16 00 
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A breiul losset [flat wooden dish] tow ooatrills 

[wooden bottles] tow kinmellB [tubs] 

12 trenchers, & swirt, &c 

e MiJke House: — 
B Wotuans Parlor : — 
e Little Parlor : — 
e Brewhouse : — 

One washing runge 00 02 00 

I Three milking piggins, one sigh [sieve or strainer] , 

one brass sciiiimcr ...: 00 02 OS 

B Kitchin with Bessy Parlor : — 
An hundred ffifty three poundcs of powter att 

eleven pence y pounde came to 07 00 03 

An hundred fiifty seaven pounds of brasse att 7^ 

apounde 04 02 04 

In three skellits [brasspofsj 00 03 00 

The kneading tumell [trough] and board nnder 

it 00 01 06 

One paire of gobertes [racks for chimnies] one 
brundrith [an iron tripod fixed over the fire 

on which a pan or kettle is placed] tc 00 13 00 

One lanthorne, an hour glasae, bellowea 00 01 08 

e Drinke house : — 

Tow ranges, one tundish and an hose 00 04 00 

One fiaire brewing kearo [maah-tub] with the 

thro it stands on 00 10 00 

B Obeese Chamber : — 

In the worsor sort of cheese 01 19 08 

In the better sort of cheese 02 04 00 

e Arke Chamber : — 
e Boarde Loft : — 

fforty six yards of inch boards and an halfe 00 19 02 

Sixteene yardea and halfe of ash boards 00 04 08 

Eleven yards of ratchmentes 00 02 08 
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The Little Chamber : — 

One standing Bed; 71 poundes of ffeather bed 

ticke after 8d a pound 03 0104 

The Generall's Chamber : — [the whole contents given] 

One standing bed 01 00 00 

Valandes, curtaines and roddes 00 16 00 

One coveringe and one blankett, one chaffe bedd, 

one matt 01 01 00 

One ffeather bed 01 08 08 

PiUowes 01 00 03 

One court cupboard with its coveringe 00 16 00 

One table 00 09 00 

One chaire, tow backe stooles, tow other stooles 

and a little one 00 19 00 

One picture and one coate of armes 00 08 00 

The Great Chamber : — 

The Middle Chamber : — 

The High Chamber : — 

The Little Chamber and Closett : — 

The Yame Chamber : — 

In white yame of several sortes 258 17 00 

In boulsters white and stript 65 05 00 

Tow great Bibles and an ould one 00 18 00 

One statute booke 00 04 00 

In Wearing Apparell : — 

In one suite as jump, doublett and breeches 01 00 00 

One sattan doublet, jump and breeches 01 15 00 

One blew coate 00 13 04 

Onerugggowne 00 10 00 

In Rentes due and good 09 17 00 

In Desperate Rentes and Debtes .* 11 09 00 

In Grould, fforty peeces little and great 32 00 00 

In Plate weighing ffive pounde eleven ounces after 5^ 

theounce 22 15 00 
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In Gould and Silver Kingea 03 00 00 

*■ InCJoine Hi 06 04 

> In Debtes for Yarne and Cloath 176 03 00 



Prom the number of apartments specified in the inventory it ia 
vident that the house must have boon of considerable dimcDsion§. 

■ It was of lath and plaster, aud its site was not far distant from the 
modem structure which has superseded it. It occupied in part the 
area of the present garden and faced towards what is now the tum- 

— jrike road. It was rebuilt in 1764 at a cost of £10,000.> 

^m Amongst the many papers in the handwriting of Ralph Worsley 

^nhich still find a resting place at Piatt is a Diary relating chiefly to 

"HSwnily occurrences, commencing with the year 1605 and terminating 

with 1668. It is written in a volnmo wherein had been already 

inscribed many memoranda of a family named Bamon, for one of 

whose members Ralph Worsley had acted as testamentary executor. 

The earlier entries are in French, but as these with one exception 

have no connexion either with the WorsJeys or with Manchester 

■ itBelf, they are omitted in the subjoined extracts : — 
1605, L'an 1605 la makdye de la peste tut grieve en Manchester 

dont en mounit eette annee 22 cent ou envyrons. 

1645. June — . Borne Sarah, doughter of Charles Worsley of 
Piatt. 

1646. Oct, 2, Martha Worsley, doughter of Charles Worsley of 
Ptatt w"'iu Rushulme, was borae, 

1647. Feb. 7. Raphe Worsley, sonne of Charles Worsley, was 
borne at Piatt, Monday the 7th orffebr. about ten a clocke 
in the evening, and was baptized at Birch Chappell the 13th 
day of the same moneth. 

1648. July 7. Paid to my sister Cycloy Brownsword one half 
yeres rent due 24th of June last past for my chamber at her 
house, v", 

1648. July 16. Ther fell soo much raine in Manchester in tow 

' OentUman'i Mag.. Tol. Uii. p. 431. 



A niSTORY OF THE 



houres tyme that iti tlio henging dicli [Hanging Ditch] it 
wa9 more then tow yards and an half deepe, and in other 
partes of the towne the atreetes wears very deepe w'^ w&ter, 
many sellers cleane filled up w"" water, to the great wonder 
and astonishment of the behoulders herof. 

1648. Aug. 17, Thursday. Thoire was a sharpe battel! fought 
open [blank] Moore about tow myles from Preston in Lau- 
caahcre betweene Leinetennant General) Cromwells fforcea 
and the great bodie of the Scotch iforces under comand of 
Duoko Hamleton [Dnke of Hamilton], in vi'^ hattell L.Gen. 
Cromwell was victorius and slew many, and pursued the 
Scotts from the place aforsaid through Preston to Corlcy 
and soe to Standich Moore, from thence to Wigan and soe to 
Newton and from thence to Warriugton, in all whii^h places 
wear many sbarpe battells in which many of the Scots fell, 
10,000 prisoners taken, and many more Scotts which fled 
further into the kingdom weare in sundrj" places taken pri- 
soners, among whom was taken at Utsiter [Uttoxeter] in 
Stafordssherc Duko Hamleton theire generall, w*'*' 2,500 
horse, S^ Marmaduko Langdell w*'' many others in sevorall 
other places. . 

1648. January 22. Robert Bardsley cam to his serviss, and is to 
have after £0s. the yeare. 

1648. March 12, Munday, Paid to one John llardman of Boul- 
ton, trooper, for one sad bay horse w'l" crop eares, w''' horse 
the said tiardman said he had in an oxchang of a Corporall 
Key in Capt. Butcrworth troop, and the said Corporall bad 
the sara gelding of Bichard Bradshaw of Boulton, comisary. 
I saie paid to the said Hardman for the said horse the day 
above, the soine of vj'' xij" vj^. 

1648. March 24, Saterday. At 3 in the morning, Mary, the wyff' 
of Charles Woraley of Piatt w^Hn Rushnlme, was delivered 
of a litle doughter tow moneths before her tyme, w"^ said 
doughter died the same day about three of the clocke in the 
after noonc. 
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1643. April 1. The 1st of Aprill following, being in 1649, tho 
aSbresaid Mary, the wjff of Charlea Worsley of Piatt afibr- 
Baid, died about 3 of tbc clocke in the after Doone, and was 
buried at Bircli Chappell upon Tuesday following being tho 
third of tbo eame moneth. 

1649. April 22. Thomas Worsley of Nuum Greene in Eckles 
p'ish died, and was buried the day following at Eckles. 

1649. April 24, Tuesday. George Worsley, sonne of Baphe 
Woraley of Piatt w'^'in Rnehulme, was niaryed to Mary, 
doughter of Edmund Shclmerdine of Kenerdey iu Northerden 
p'iah in Cheshere. 

1649. May 19, Saturday. Mary Stonhewer of Piatt w^iin Eush- 
ulmc, doughter of John Stonhewer by Martha his wyiFe 
deceased, doughter of John Booth late of Manchester allso 
deceased, diod at Piatt aforaaid, and was burled iu the Birche 
Chappoll on Monday then next following. 

1649. July 12. Sould to Nicholas Barton 7'' 3" of whit Irish 
yomc [yarn] at 2" ^^ a 'i, 00 15 07. 

1650. May 4, Satcrday. About 6 of clocke in the evening, Raphe, 
Sonne of the aforesaid George Worsley and Mary his wife, 
was borne at Konerdcn aforsatd, and was baptized at Nor- 
therden aforsaid the 12tli day of same May. 

1650. July 19, Fryday. At Cbectani Hill was the first muster of 
L'tonn. Coll. Charles ^Vo^alcya souldiers. The second in 
the same place August i, I G50. 

1650, Aug. 19. Leiuetennant Coll. Charles Worsley ael forward 
towards tho north vf'^ tho regiment. August 24, Leiueten- 
nant Coll. Charles ^VorslSy came to Skipton. September 2, 
ho came to Durram. September 3, to New Castle. Septem- 
ber 9, to Barwicko. September 12, to Edenborow. 

1 650. Sept. 3. Tho battel! at Dunbar in Scotland was fought. 

1650. Nov, 2. U|)OU Satcrday the 2 of November 1650 I agreed 
with John Burdsell of the Milgate in Manchester to cary my 
armes during the serviss ; and for his paines I have given 
him in hand xxx', one greene coate, and am to pay him dayly 
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j» when he v/^^ the rest of his company ia trained ; and when 
his ia to go forth of the couutio opon servisa I am to pay him 
XXX' more. 
1650. Nov. ]6, Saterday. Sister Joane CFarside died at Oreen- 
ackers at cosen Jamee Leezes house, and waa buried at 
Ouldam upon Monday following. 

1650. Dec. 1. The battell of Hamleton in Scotland was fought. 

1651. March 20. Elizabeth Woraloy waa mariod to Mr. Ottiwell. 

1652. Oct. 6. My eldest sonne, Lt. Coll. Charles Worsloy, was 
mariod to M"= Dorathie Kenton at Parke hed neere Wholey 
[Whalley] by Mr. Briskoe. 

1662. Oct. 11. I, Raphe Woreley, did set forward to ride to- 
wardea London, and the 5th day of November then next fol- 
lovving 1 came to my owne house. 

1652. Oct. 18. My sonn, Lt. Coll. Charlea Worsley, with his 
wyfle, did sett forward from Piatt to ride to London. 

1652. Oct. 18. My aonne Raphe Worsley came home from Ox- 
ford. 

1 653. May 22. My sonn, Mr. John Stonewer aforaaid, died at 
Parke hed in Wholey, and was buried at Wholey on Tues- 
day following, being 24th of the same moneth. 

1653. Juno 2, Thursday, The great aea feight betweene the 
Inglisb and the Hollanders began, and continued 3 or 4 
days [under Admiral Blake and Van Tromp]. 

1653. July 19. Charles Worsley, sonne of Mr. Charles Worsley, 
v^aa borne at Parke hed in Lancashire, July 19, 16oS, sad 
was baptised the 24th of the sam moneth by Mr. Jolley att 
Altom [Altham]. 

165+. Oct. Dorathy, doughter of Lt. Collonell Charles Wordey, 
was borne at James House [St. James' Palace], neer West- 
minster. 

1655. Major Generall Charles Worsley, comander of Lancaabir, 
Chishir, and Stafordahiro, was caled to that comand 1655. 

1656. Alay 25. Roger, the sonne of Major Generall Charles 
Worsley, was bapti/ed at Wholey by Mr. Eaton. 
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1658. June 8. My doughter Elizabeth, w"' her husband Mr. 

Ottiwell, went towards Wrenbury. 
1664. April 24. Edward, the sonae of my aonne George Worsley 

of Blakcstake, was baptized at Didsbury, and was borne 

about the 13th day of the same mouotb. 
1664, July 30, being Satorday. Sarah, the doughter of my Sonne 

George Worsley, died at Blakestake, and was buried at Birch 

Chappell the day following in the evening. 

1 667. March 23. Martha, the doughter of Major G^nerall 
Charles Woi-sley, was maried at Birch Ghapcll to William 
the sonne of William Higinbotom of Salford. 

1668. Feb. 13. William, the sonne of William Higinbotom of 
Salford, was home the 13th of ffehruar^ 1C68, and was bap- 
tized the 2th of x^Iarch then next following, by Mr. Hyde, 
minister at Salford Chapel. 

BetuTuing to the issue of Raph Worsley hy his wife Isabel Masaey, 
we have his eldest son and heir Charles Worsley, who became one 
F the most distinguished officers in the service of the Common- 
realth. He was born at Flatt and was baptized at the Collegiate 
Church, Manchester, June SO, 1622, the same day on which his 
brother Edward also was baptized. The silence of the registers on 
thiB point renders it improbable that they were twin-brothers, but 
this may, notwithstanding, have been the case. Inheriting from 
hia father the Puritan sentiments of the age, he carried with him 
those feelings into a more extended sphere, and adopting arms as a 
profession he took his stand with the parliament against the king. 
He was a captain in the parliamentary forces in 1644, and though 
■ing is said of his zeal in the cause his rapid promotion proves 
Jt, for in 16o0 he had reached the step of lieutenant- colon el. He 
appears to have had some share in raising a regiment for the service 
of the state, and being appointed to the command of it he marched 
into Scotland in August 1 650 to the aid of Cromwell, arriving too 
ite to participate in the victory at Dunbar, though sharing probably 
le successes of the rest of the campaign. Ho was still in Scotland 
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iu April 1651, but whether he remained there or accompanied 
Cromwell in hia hurried march towards the Bouth in pursuit of the 
king, which terminated in the overthrow of the latter at the battle 
of Worcester, is uncertain. The high qualificationa of Colonel 
Worsloy did not escape the notice of Cromwell, who, about this 
time, gave him the command of his own regiment of footman 
appointment which attached him more closely to the person of that 
ambitious general ; and in this capacity he accompanied Cromwell 
on an occasion memorable in the annaU of England, when on the 
20th of April 1653 he dissolved the long parliament. Of Colonel 
Woraley'a personal share in the events of that day, history speaks. 
Summoned to attend hia chief with a band of three hundred men, 
ho remained outside the Houao of Parliament until the signal should 
be given requiring their presence within ; nor waa that signal long 
delayed. Stamping with bis foot, the signal agreed upon, Cromwell 
conveyed to them hia wishes, and immediately his soldiers rushed in 
and surrounded him. Having displaced tlio speaker, he next turned 
to Algernon Sydney that staunch republican, who happened that 
day to be seated next to the speaker : " Put him out ! " cried Crom- 
well to Harrison, Harrison instantly ordered Sydney to go out, hut 
Sydney said he wonld not go out, and sat alill till the general said 
again : " Put him out ! " and Harrison and "Worsley, who cono- 
manded Cromwell's own regiment of foot, laid their hands upon hia 
shoulder as if they would force him ; then Sydney rose and went 
towards the door.' Cromwell next advanced to the table where 
the mace lay, and pointing to it cried r " Take away that bauble ! " 
The narrative does not state the name of the individual who obeyed 
these directions, but aa from the journals of the House of Commons 
it appears when the next parliament met, in the month of July, 
that a message waa sent by order of the house to Licutenant'Coloncl 
Worsley for the mace, there can be little doubt that it was he who 
charged himself with its safe custody when the order was issued tor 
its removal. 

On the I2th of December 1653 this parliament resigned ito 
' Enight'a Pietoria! Huluty of England, vol, jii, p, 410. 
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^K)wers to the Lord General Cromwell, and auotlier being Buminoned 
by him in its place, to assemble on the 3rd of September 1654, he 
nominated Lieutenant- Colonel Charles ^^'orsky of PLitt as the 
representative for Manchester, on which town, for the first time, the 
fnracbise was then conferred. An official notification of his election 
was conveyed in the following terms : — This indenture, made the 
nineteenth daj of July in the year of our Lord one thonsand six 
hundred and fiftie-four, between Poter Bold Esquire, high sheriff ot 
the county of Lancaster, of the one pait. and John Hartley Esq., 
John Hartley Gent., John Gilliam, Alexander Green, Edward 
Byrom, Henry Dickenson, ^Villiam Jackson, Thomas Dickenson, 
Henry Nield, Robert lloardman. Robert Fleetcroft, Robert Marter, 
Richard Halliwell, Robert Owen. James Ottiweli, Samtiel Harmcr, 
Arthur Buckley, John Broxupp, I'hilip Stampo, John Whitworth, 
Ralph Briddock, Gents., and Michael Buxton, James Lancashire, 
George Richardson, John Barlow, John Faulkner, John Ridings, 
Joiutban Goe, and John Ouldham, constables of the town and 
pariah of Manchester, of the other part, Witneaseth that by virtue 
of a warrant unto the constables of the said town of Manchester 
aod to the rest of the constables within the parish of Manchester 
sforesaid, and from the said high shcritf to them directed, for the 
electing and choosing of one burgess of jrood understanding, know- 
ledge and discretion, for causes concerning the public good of this 
Commonwealth, to be at his highness' parliament to be holdeo at 
Westminster the third day of September next, we the said inhabit- 
ants there have made choice and election of Charles Worsley of the 
Piatt witliin the parish of Manchester aforesaid, £Bi|uire, to he 
burgess of the said town and parish of Manchester, to attend the 
said parliament according to the tenor of the said warrant unto 
them the constables of the said town and the rest of the conxtablM 
of the said parish of Manchester directed in such behalf, who, for 
himself and all the people of the said town and parish of Manchester 
aforesaid, hath full power to do and consent nnto those tliiuf^ wbioh 
in the aforesaid parliament shall then and there by common counsel 
and consent happen to be ordained — provided, and it is hereby 
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declared, that he ehall not liave power to alter the government as it 
is uow settled in one single person and a parliament. In witness 
whereof we the parties above-named to these presents interchange- 
ably set our handa and seals the day and year above written. 

Peter Bold. 



This parliament continued to sit until the 22ud of January 
1654-5, when, having voted General Cromwell lord-protector of the 
three kingdoms, it was dissolved after a brief session of five months 
with but sUght opportunity to Colonel Worsley for exhibiting any 
legislative talent he might possess. To him and several other mem- 
bers was entrusted (September 25, 1654) the bill for recognition of 
the government, and his name is found on several committees of the 
house — tor ejecting scandalous ministers and schoolmasters — for 
the affairs of Ireland and for auditing or revising the public 
accounts. 

In October 1 655 he was appointed by the Lord- Protector one of 
the ten general officers set over the kingdom to cotnmand the foroea 
within their several precincts and to act as his vicegerents in the 
administration of public alfaire. Their commission was to take a 
roll and account of all suspected persons of the king's party; and 
BUch as were actually so, to receive security of them, in which they 
were to be hound to act nothing against the government and to 
reveal all plots that should come to their knowledge. They were 
to suppress all horse-races, cook-matches, and other concourses of 
people ; to secure the highways ; to take engagements from royalisbi 
for their servants and children, and those that did not so nor give 
security, to commit to prison ; and to rate and receive money rising 
from this decimation. In short, there was nothing which they 
miglit not do, nor which they did not, such an arbitrary vast power 
they had from the Protector.' He was advanced at the same time 
to the rank of major-general, and the oversight of the counties of 
Lancaster, Chester and Staflbrd assigned to him. The names of 
the other officers nominated with him wore the Lord Deputy Fleet- 
' HiMlh'B Chronicle, p. 878. 
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vrood. Lord Lambert, General Desborough, Col. Goft'e, Col. Kelsey, 
Col. Berry, Comtnisaary-General Wballey, Major Butler, Major- 
Genernl Skippon. "This," saya Thiirloe in a letter to Henry 
Cromwell, the Protector's second son, " is the greatest creation of 

tDours Uis Highnes hath made since his accesise to the Governe- 
snt." ' 
On receiving the appointment, General Worsley at onoe threw 
mself into the duties of his office. Writing from Manchester to 
the GoTemment, under the date November 3, 1655, he saya : I have 
beene with most of tho officers that command the countie troops of 

Ilisn cash ire, Cheshire and StaObrdshiro, and have communicated unto 
fliem that which was given mee in charge by his Higlinen and Coun- 
flell. And truely I find in them a sptrret extraordiuarily bent to 
the worke, and I plainly disceme the finger of God goeinge alonge 
Vith it, which is indeed uoo emale encouragement unto mee. The 
wnce of the worke and niy utiwortliyncs and insufflciencie as to the 
right management of it is my ouely present discouragement. Yet, 
however, this is the ground of my hope and comforth, that the Lord 
IB able to supply my wants and will appeare in weake instruments 
for His glory to the perfectinge of His worke. I shall (through the 
grace of God) diBch.irge my trust in faithfullnes to those that have 
imployed mee ; and I omit noe opportunitio nor avoyd paines wherein 
my weako endeavours may bee useful!. I am hopeful! to have the 
Commissioners of Lancashire togather upon Thursday next — them 
for the cittie and countie of Cheshire the weeke fbllowiug — and 
them of Staffordshire fotirc dayes afterwards. In a short tyme I am 
hopefull to give you a good accompt of all.* 

His next letter is more specific, detailing the points of discipline 

^Lto which in particular he intended to address himselt'. It is dated 

^n*)«rton, November 9, 1 6>)5. As I informed you in my last, soc wee 

^pllad our meeting yesterday att Preston, where wee had a considerable 

nnmber of Commissioners. Wee have put ourselves into a method 

of prooeedinge and have chosen a clerke, a messenger and a dore- 

r and brought our businease to this issue as that wee have sent 



' Slale Payers, vol. i 
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order for direre off our great nialignatita in this county to apeare 
and to brings in an exact account of tliere estatea both reall and 
personal). Wee have done this not tliat wee shall rest upon tliera 
Burvay, but still take that course that wee may conic to a full aad right 
understanding of the full vallue, and proceede with them accordingly. 
Our next meetinge wil be tho 29th of this instant. Upon Tuesday 
next I intend, if tho Lord will, to bee at Chester, and soe to Stafford, 
and back here by that time of our nest meetinge. I hare alsoo got 
a day set for to eitt upon the ordinance for ejeetinge of ignorant and 
scandelouso ministers and scoalmasters. I have daylie more and 
more encouridginent that God will carry ou this good worke. I 
have bene in divers tounes and corporations and hare acquainted 
thorn with something I have in chardg, and with the good people 
who doth uoe litle rcjoyso and aeeme to be abondantly affected 
therewith, and promis to set hart and hand to this good worke ; and 
indeede 1 hope it will make itselfo {by the blessioge of God) a rooon- 
sillinge worke. I find that Major Wildman hath a great estate in 
this county, bought and compounded for in his namo. 1 beg a word 
of that from you by way of direction. If I here not from you I 
intend to sequester all that belongs to hime. I am hopeful! wee 
shall bring things to a good and blessed issue. I found many of the 
Commissioners very free and resolved to be very active,' 

In a letter of a date three days later, addressed to Secretary Thur- 
loe, he gives further particulars of bis progress and ef the encourage- 
ment bo met with in the prosecution of hia plans : — By my last I 
gave you an account off our meetinge att Preston from which I 
received much incouridgment. You may boo by my last what pro- 
greso was then made ; and since that time I have with the asaistanco 
of the lieutenant of this county-troopc, taken care that all Papists aud 
malignant^ and cvill affected ])ersons be disarmed ; and that wee may 
not be in the least prevented have taken care that as much as possible 
it may be done in all parts of tlie county in one day. One things 
I had forgott in my last to signifye to you. and that is, that wee have 
apointted a time to put tn execution the ordinauoe for ejeetinge of 
' stale Paptri, rol. iv. p. 179. 
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gcaudolouse and insofficient ministers and scoolmaaters. I have 
since bene in some corporatione with the major and aldermen and 
tile beat of the people, to stir up and quicken to be puttinge in offoc- 
tnal execution the lawee against druiikcnuese, sweringe. prothinotngo 
the Lord's day and other wickedncses, and I indeodo find a very 
great seeminge redinese, and I am hopeftill it's very much upon 
there hart soo to doe. I hope, when wee have a title more time to 
take some course to get out bad officers and put good in there roomes 
in corporations. But truly that which is nono of the least incouridg- 
ments is thai Ood hath alrody put into His people a prayinge spent 
for this great and good worke ; and indeede 1 find it alrody in good 
men of differing principels,' 

From Lancashire General Worslcy proceeded into Cheshire, where 

bis actions v/ero a repetition of those already detailed. Under the 

date December 14, 1655, he recounts further confiscations against 

I tfie Cheshire gentry, sympatliisera of the murdered King, at a meet- 

kfaig held a few days previously at Middlewich. He adds: There 

Plieinge a horse-race apolntted in this county the last weeke, beinge 

informed of it, 1 sent a party of the troop. They apprehended the 

diiefe actors and ihey took the horsee, which I heare since I came to 

Manchester are still in custody,' 

After completing these preliminary arrangements in Lancashire 
and Cheshire, he hastened to the third portion of hts little princi- 
pality — Staffordshire — where hkewisc ho summoned the Commis- 
sioners and other oflicials of the county, to wliom he announced the 
same intentions as those be had before expressed, and from whom he 
received like promises of support. 

In December, 1655, ho writes to the government for directions as 

to the confiscation of the estates of Lord Jlyron, now a prisoner at 

St. James'. I have one thinge to mind you of, he adds in the course 

L.of the letter, about which 1 oust spoke to you, and that is about the 

■ postidgo of my letters. There is such a multitude comes upon meo 

tut of all parts that it puta mee to very great chardg, and not one of 

my hut is ahout publiok busineeo." 

It Fapert, vol. i*. p. 197. - Ibid. tol. i*. p. 31G. > Ibid. tol. ir. p. 3SS. 
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On the 2+th of December he addresses himself directly to the 
Protector, recotnm ending a tax on all Dstatos of delinquents which 
exceed the annual value of ^50, and not limiting it as heretofore to 
estates of .iPlOO per annum. He complains that as the law now is, 
many escape who ought to be made linblo to conliscation ; and con- 
cludes by stating that in the three counties over which his jurisdic- 
tion extends, he has, during the two mouths which have elapsed 
since his appointment, taxed the delinquents in Lancashire to the 
amount of ^1,100 per annum, Cheshire dPl, 500, and Staffordshire 
jPI.SOO or ^1,400. ' 

On the 21st of December he aska his Highness' permission to 
occupy the Castle of Liverpool with one company of his regiment 
"till things be a little over." He states as the reason for hia appli- 
cation that many of the great delinquents in this county are papists, 
and are now beginning to fill the prisons, and that he fears he shall 
be troubled for a convenient place for them, as also for the safe 
oastody of the arms, &c. he has. " Wee are much trobled," he pro- 
ceeds, " with them that are called quakers ; they troblo the markets 
and get into private houses up and down in every towne, and draws 
people after them. I have, and shall take what course I can. I 
have taken good bond for men and horse that were about the hor»- 
race that should have bene." ^ 

In the month of January he set himself to rodresa another sodal 
evil. " I find it," he says, " a difficult bnsinese how to observe ray 
instructions aa to alehouses and not weaken that revonew, though 
truely it's too visible that they are the very bane of the oountys. 
Yesterday and the day before I mett the Commissioners and Justices 
for the hundred of Blackborae about these things specifyed in the 
orders, and we find that these nleliouses are the very wombo that 
brings forth all manner of wickednese. Wee have ordered at least 
200 alehouses to be thrown down in that hundred, and are catching 
up loose and vile persons.''^ 

He had now introduced the Commonwealth policy into the three 

counties over which he presided, and was enforcing the views of the 

I stale Paperi, vol. it. p. 340. ' Ibid, toI. ii. |). 333. ■■" Ibid, toL iv. p. iH 
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Protector and his CouDcil with tlie utmost zeal, when audUcnlj hia 
career was brought to a close. His labours, carried ou from day to 
day without intermiasioD, had begun at leugth to tell upon his 
health; for, though young and active, the fatigue attonilaiit on the 
discharge of liis pew duties, added to the constant scenes of excite- 
ment through which ho was passing, were more than his strength 
enabled him to sustain. In May 1656, he was summoned to Lon- 
don by a letter from the Lord Protector, and the summons found him 
all but incapable of undertaking the journey. In a letter to Thurloe 
from Warrington, dated May 13, 1656, he writes thus. — 

I Bight Honorable, 

Your's bcareinge date the 10th instant I received yesternight ; 
bnt as to his Highnese letter I have herd nothitigo off it as yet, but 
by your's. I have bene now neere upon one mounth ridinge abroad 
in the three countyes and Cheater cittio, and had apoiuted a nicet- 
inge to morrow at Bury. And indccde, Sir, I am not well. My 
intent was to have taken a litle rest at my comingo homo, and some 
phtsick. But seeinge I have received this command, I intend (if 
the Lord will) to bo with you with all speed ; but if not att the very 
day, it shal be because I am not able; but I shall take post and 

i^bserve your commands as neere as possible. That's all from 
i Your honour's faithfull servant, 

L CuA. WOBSLET.' 

bVarrington, the 13th May 1656. 
* Accordingly he proceeded to London with as little delay as pos- 
nble, and, arriving there, took up his abode at St. James's Palace, 
ft reddence which bad been assigned to him and his family two or 
three years previously. Here the inroads of disease became more 
Lapparont, and about niue o'clock in tho evening of Thursday, Juno 
32t lis expired at the early age of thirty-five. He was interred the 
y following in Westminster Abbey, in King Henry VIl.'s Chapel, 
»r to the grave of Sir William Constable, his interment taking 
' Slata Paptri, lol. t. p, 19. 
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place in the evening at nine o'clock, and being conducted with much 
poinp. Heath, iu his Chronicle (p. 381), alluding to his early death, 
Bays, " Worsley died before he could be good in his office, and waa 
bnried with the dirges of bell, book, and candle, and tho peale of 
mosquets, in no loss a repository than Henry Vll/s Chapel, as be- 
came a Prince of the modern erection, and Oliver e great and rising 
favourite." 

Nor was the testimony of those with whom he acted wanting to 
do honour to hia nioroory. The Commissioners for the coiinty of 
Chester, writing from Knutsford to the Protector and his Council 
within a week of General Worsley's death, convey the fhllowing esti- 
mate of his character ; It hath pleased God to deprive the Coramon- 
wealth and us of him [Worsley] which is a loss wo cannot but be 
deeply affected with, having bad so large and manifest cxperieaeo of 
his sincere zealous and upright endeavours both to the diacluu;ge oS 
his trust and comfort and satisfaction of good men's spirits.' And 
tho Secretary of State, conveying to the Protectors son Henry, the 
announcement of liis death says, Major General Worsley died here 
at St. James upon Thursday last, of whom his Highness and the 
nation hath had a very great loss, having been a most trusty and 
diligent man.^ 

But perhaps the most valuable tribute paid him is to he found id 
the spontaneous and ready recognition of bis usefulness which wu 
borne by the government under which he served. This was con- 
veyed to the father of the deceased in a letter from one Thomu 
IJartley, written apparently at the instance of the widow ; the ori- 
ginal is still preserved at Piatt : — 

Sir, 

1 roseived youros by the last and am sorj- to beire of youp 
grife and sorrow. My Lord Protector and his Counsell haith gireii 
won bundered pownd a ycare for over to youre aones childercn, and 
tow bundered pownd in moneys to youre sonee wife. Shee remem- 
bers her duty unto you and would not have you tbinke much that 



I SlaU Paperi, Tol. T. p. 128. 
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ibee haith [not] wryten unto you, for eheo haith not wryteu unto 
bet owne niotlier. Sheo desiroa to know whether you come up or 
noe, and what course you intend to take about proving of the will.^ 
Shee will give you an account of every thinge. She is trobled that 
you have not bought your self morniug, conaideriug you have as 
much power as shee. Shee desires you to call for a bond of Leiv*" 
Cooper of a hundered pownd which monney is to bee rosoived heirs 
and cannot without the bond. And if you should come up it is de- 
sired that you will bring it or oils to send by some shur man. Soe 
having noe mor but my best respects unto you and your wife, 
I rest, yours to my power, 

Tuo. Habtlbt. 
^nly 26, 1G56. 

I have aquanted and ingnged friude acording as you desired in 
rour last letter. I desire the wellfare of you and the htlo ones. 
Addressed : " flbr my very good frind Mr. Baphe Woraley of Plat, 
r Manchester, in LaDcashire." 

It has been recorded, but with no great appearance of probability, 
that after the interment of General Worsley had taken place, Mr. 
Koger Kenyon, M.P. for Clithero and Clerk of the Peace for the 
county, himself a zealous royalist, the brother-in-law of the deceased 
and one of the mourners, returned secretly to the abbey and wrote 
DpOQ the stone the words, wnEae mbver worse lay, which indignity 
being reported to Cromwell, so offended him that he offered a reward 
for the discovery of the writer. 

Major-General Woraley married first, his step-sister Mary, daugh- 
ter and coheiress of John Booth of Manchester, which marriage was 
solemnized at Didsbury Chapel September 18, 1644. By her (who 
died in 1 649) he had issue — Kalpli, his eldest son and snecessor ; 
^arah, bom in 1645; and Martha, bom in 1646. lie married 
indly, in 1652, Dorothy, daughter of Roger Kenyon of Park 
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OeDem] Woralej'B will is not found in Doctore' Commons, nor in the Dioeesaa 
BogutT]> at Cbratcr ; nor doe> an; copj of it exist amonget Iha evideaces of tlic 
biuil; of Fialt. His vidon Dorotb; noi oiccutrii. 
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Head in Wballey pariah, Gent., and sister to the Bcr. Eilward 
Kenj'on B.D., rector of Prestwich, by whom ho had iaaue— Charles, 
bom at Park Head July li), 16S3; Dorothy and Roger, who hotli 
died in their infancy. She survived her husband, and in 1669 
became the wife of Waldive Lagoe of Manchester Esq., by whom 
also she had issue, and dying in her second widowhood was buried 
at Prestwich March 1 G, 1 693-4. 

Amongst the heir-looms of the family at Piatt is a portrait of tlii* 
ita most celebrated member. It is half-length, and represents the 
general with long flowing dark hair, and habited ia the plate armour 
of the period. In the left-hand upper corner of the canvas are the 
arms borne by him, and since transmitted to hia descendants — arg. 
on a chief gules a mural crown or — corresponding witJi the arms 
borne by the Worsleys of Woraley with the addition of the mural 
crown, said to have been granted to the general as an honourable 
augmentation,' 

Hero too has found a resting-place the general's sword. Its blade 
is of bluish steel, straight and of considerable length. It ia inlaid 
with gold and inscribed on either side with maxims, religious and 
moral : — " Vincere ant mori ;" " Si Deua pro nobis quis oontra 
nos? " Then follows the date 1651, and beneath the date a trooper 
on horseback. This again is followed by the words, "Achilles 
Grsecus," and below these words is a delineation of Achilles him- 
self. The other side of the blade is similaily inscribed : — " Fide 

' It i» much to be rogrcCted that in the Plntl arcbiTee but ano iinglo Icttet 
bandwritiag of Geaecal Woralc; is known to exist, namolj, tlutt froi 
aPCompAHjing fiuvBiniilc 
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I cui vide;" "Begere seipsum summa sapientia;" trooper on 
rsohack ; the words "Anibal Cartagua," followed by a portraituro 
F Hannibal. 

* In striking contrast to his brother Charles was Edward Worsley, 
the second son of the aforesaid fiapli WotsIpv of Piatt, in whom 
love of peaco and unavailing regret of the evil times in which ho 
lived were as conspicuous &s active gallantry and thirst for military 
renown were in his more distinguished brother. On quitting the 
university he took orders and settled in Norfolk as rector of Runton 
near Cromer, and afterwards of Lethcringsctt, where he married 
Mary, daughter of Henry Playford of Northrepps. The following 
1ett«r8, addressed to his father, will convoy some idea of the general 
Insecurity then prevailing and the constant fears of all peaceable and 
lU-xSeeted persons : — 

I Deare Father, 

About a fortnight since I received yo' letter sent by Peeter 
K>kor, y I perceived y' your conditiou was y" same y' it was before, 
rnd BO was mine ; but, since, it hath pleased y* Almightie to miogle 
my cup with gall and with wonnewood, for He bath deprived me 
and my wife of our deare, our onely first borne son : — But I dare not 
repine ; — God gave hira, and therefore He might deservedly call 
for him when Ho pleased. 'Tis true at first it caused and wrought 
in me an abundance of heavynesse, but since, y" Lord hath learned 
me another lesson, namely in this my condition fo be content ; so 
that, notwithstanding all that hath befalcn mc, I dare not but say 
Blessed be y" name of )■" Lord. Sir, mine intention concerning my 
giveing you a visit at y'' Spring (God permitting) is still stedfaat 
and unmoved ; but looke not for rae ere yow see mee. I am much 
disswaded from my Journey by my frends in these partes by reason of 
y" many, yea j-" very many dangers many have of late mat withall 
in there travaylcs ; for of late severall have beene robbed and many 
tnurthcred, so at y* present our prisons are as ful as they can be 
rowdod of theives and man-slayers. However, if God give me a 
fky I shall make use of it, hecing at y* present as desirous to see 
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yow as ever I was in mj life. I prayse my God (though the tymes 
be hard and everything very deere) yet I want nothing. The priBo 
of come is groate ; fetches have of late beoue eouM for 40* y combe ; 
gray pease for above 40» ; barley for 20' ; oates for 15» ; and wheato 
and rie for above twice an ordinary rate. My wife and my little 
onely girlo are indifferently well at present ; though of late my child 
was sicke and forced to take phisick shees recovered. This letter 
was conveyed by a deere frond of mine to my cousen Brownaword at 
London, who delivered it w"> his owno hand unto him ; bees one of 
my parishioners. I pray yov? send me word concerneing my sister 
Marie. My wife desires her duty might be presented to you, v/^ 
her respects to her brothers and sisters and freinds in your partes ; 
and so doth he who is your and there continuall remembrancer at 
the throne of grace for helth, safty and deliverance in tbeso tj-mea of 
danger here and yonr salvation in heaven hereatter. And so rests 
Your truly affectionate son, 

Edwakd Wohslkt. 
At Runton, 14th of April! 1649. 

Addressed : " To his assured lo. father Mr. Raph Worsley, at hia 
house in Hushnlme neere Manchester in Lancbashire, p'sent theise 
I pray yow. 

JJolivcr this letter to my cousen John Brownsword at Mr. Delves 
house in Fryday Sfreete, London, att y" signe of y" Wheat Sheafe, 
to be delivered as above." 

Runton neere Cromer, y 11 of Feb. 1650. 
Deere Father, 

About a weeke since I received yours of the 18th of Jan. 
w'in I was satisfyed concerning yo' welfare and y' welfare of ytf 
family and my freinds, w'^ did noe little rejoyce me. Since that I 
received a letter from my brother Charles, w''' camo to my handeB 
by London; I received it w'^in 10 dayes after 'twas writt, to my 
exceeding joy and contentment. I have returned him an answer by 
one of my brother Playfords who is a draper, and suddaiuely intendea 
to sayle tv^^ some cloatb from Yarmouth to Scotland. He hath en- 
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»ged himself to me to see him if possible ere bee returne. I have 
1 yi advantage of sending to him oflitnor than I have had of late 
ending unto you, and have lately sent him 3 or 4 letters, and I 
) directed him at least 4 waj-es of sending safely and speedjly 
mto mee. I hope hee will make use of them. S', of late v" High 
Joart of Justice bath put 20 to death for y° late insurrection in these 
, many are still in prison, and have of late beene brought in, 
t y' Court dotb not eitt. Our charges and taxations of late have 
3 far greater then ever heretofore, vv'^'' makes our countie to 
grone eateeedingly. Moneyes are very scarce, and comes but at an 
indilferent rate in respect of y two last ycires. Sir, I have of late 
(beeiog necessitated) purchased a small library of bookes, so that I 
Q affrayd I shall not bring you y" S'' I owe }'o\v, when I come into 
mchashire. However, if you please to send me word before, that 
WW cannot forbcarc mee, I will provide it som way or other, aa I do 
t question but I shall borrow either so much, or at least as much 
I I shall want of y summe. Tbe two last moneths assessment 
above 3''. Sir, I think I cannot com downe to you till the 
latter end of May, for I am necessitated to stay till I have gotten 
my barley into y" earth, and afterward as soon as 1 have an oppor- 
twiity I intend (God permitting) to see you ; hut my stay, I feare, 
will not bee so long as you expect and desire. My wife and child- 
I and treinds are in good helth, prayscd bee God; they desire 
1 bee reniembred to yow and yours. Thus, with my duty to you 
Ud my respects to them, with my prayers to y* Almighty for you 
ISI, I rest 

Your assured lo. son to coin and, 

Enw, WonsLEY. 
Since I began to write this letter I am informed of one whom I 
nve a long tyme (even ever since I had corne) delt w"'all, he is 
Itroken and gone away ; bee is in my debt above 5'', w'^ is a great 
tundrance unto me now in theiso hard tymes. 'Tis y* first tyme that 
(ver I lost by any whom I trusted. 
Addressed ; " To his lo, father Mr. Rapli Worsley, at his house 
3 Rushidme neero Manehest' in Lancashire, p'sent theise." 
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Edward IVorsley died, leaving a son Charles, who was also in 
holy orders, deBcribcd as of Holt Market in the county of Norfolk,' 
and a daughter Mary, wife of the Rev. Nathaniel Palgrave. 

' Chorlei Wonlej, now of Holt Market in Iho oouot^ of Norfolk, clerk, makes hii 
will Bcocmber 8, 1G82, in nuuiuer niid form foUoa'ing. 11b comnunidB hiM soul into 
the bands of Almighty Qod, trusting tbrough the merits of Jesus Christ to be nikda 
partakor of ercrlastiag life, ami his bodj to the eartEi, to be deconll; interred at the 
discretion of bis cxecutorx. And as to bis worldJj estate, wherewith it bath pleoMd 
God to bless him, ho disposes of it as follows ; — First, ha gives Had bcqaeatha to hit 
dear mother Uarj Worsley all and Bingiilar lus messuaguti, cottages, lands and tene- 
ments in Lothoringsct, Holt aud Northrcpps, to hold for and during the term of ha 
natural life ; uid alter ber decease be bequentbe all hie meesuages ia:. in Letheringael 
aforesaid in ths count; of HorfoUc to Uurj Pslgrsve, daughter of Nathaniol FaJ^nn^ 
clerk, bj Marj Worsloj bis (testator's) sister, and t« the issue of her bod; lawftillj 
begotten, upon condition that the said Mar; Falgrsve pn; or Cause to be paid U) 
miiabeth Chiitou, the daughter of Kamond Olaxtou of A;Iaham in Norfolk, Gciit., 
the sum of £50. And if the said Mac; Fatgravo eboU depart this life witboot tasno^ 
then bo gires his said measnagci &c. to the right heirs ofhim the said testator. And 
his will is, that if Mar; his mother shall depart this life before Mar; Falgrave his 
niece sbaU attain to the age of one and twonl; ;een, then that Fetcr Beake of Kor- 
wich, hie hrother-in-Uw, and Thomas Bainbrige of Eoit Market, clixt, shall rooeiTe 
the issues and rents ot the said mcasUBgcs ire. in LcthcriagBet given to Moi; PalgmTS 
his niece, and shall imprOTO the same to and for the usa and adiaotoge of the laid 
Mar; FalgraTe, and pa; the same to her at the age of tweiit;-one. But if Mjuy 
Folgrare shall depart this life before she shall beuomo one and twont; ;cars old, tbit 
then the said Peter Beaks and Thomns Bainbrige shall diride the said rents b. 
amongst Biobnrd Flajford, Qeorge Flajfurd and Nicholas Plajford, sons of Joha 
Fbi;ford now of Lethoringact, within three months after tbo death of his ndd niece 
Mar; FalgraTc. Abo, after tbe death of Mar; his mother, be giTce and bequeath* 
one moiel; or half part of his messuages, lands Ac. in Northrepps in the aouatf of 
Norfolk to Tliomas AiXeo, sou of Tbomoa Allen of Halt aforoeBid, merivc, and to tli6 
issue of bia bod; lanfuU; begotten ; and for wsut of such issue be gircs tbo same to 
Sherwood Bunbrige, son of the aforesaid Thomas Bainbrige, and to the issue of hit 
bod; ; and for wojit of issue of the said Sherwood, he gives the same to Ann Bais- 
briilge, sisl«r of the said Sherwood, and hoc heirs for crcr. Also, after the doatb 
of M1U7 his mother, ho giccs tbe other moiet; of his messuages Ac. in Nortfanppt i 
to Sherwood Buinbrig aforesaid and to the issue of his bod; lawfullj begotten 1 and I 
for want of such L«sue, to Ann Bninbrig and her heirs for erer. Also, he gi-rea « 
bequeaths, after the deeeiue of Klar; bis mother, one acre of land in Holt aforeaaid j 
l« William Pope of Uolt, bufeher, and his heirs for erer. He appoints Peter Bm 
of the oit; of Norwich, his brotber-in-kw, and Thomas Bainbrig of Holt, clerk, I 
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By his second marriage, as already intimated, Raph Worsley bad 

t ma bearinf^ bis own name, the balf-brotlior of the general and of 

Elbe Rev. Edward Worsley, He too studied at Oxford, and whilst 

(lliere incurred, as many others at that seat of learning have done, the 

!Dtle rebidco of his father for a too lavish expenditure. His letters 

) reply are still preserved, and it is amusing to perceive how adroitly 

1 he gircs all his mesfungcs &i!. in the city of Nornicb apon tnut, 
thnl bj s»1e of his eoid messaagea &c, thej pa; hia legacies lierGiDaTter giTen, and 
ditpoao tbc arerplas tu hcrcaitcr ia disposed. And Cnt, lie givca Co Elixabotli Ottj- 
«)«11 of Elamere ia Shropahire, tbc dnugbler of hia fathoc's aister, tbo turn of £80, to 
ba pwld within toelTO montba alW bia deeeaau at Holt church -porcli ; and if she be 
tben dead, the aamc £80 to be paid to lUarj his mother if liring, but it doad, then 
to the right heir of the eud Mary bis motber. He givi^s to Subbd, the daaglil«r of 
Eimond Ckiton, hia god-daughter, £100. Also, ha gins to Pelor Boake, son of the 
kfoTCMid Peter Beake, hia brother-in-Uir, £100. To Nicbolns Fhiyford, son of John 
Flajrford, he gives £20i bat if ho die before the age of siitoen years, then the said 
£S0 to be equally dividud amongst the children of Thomoa Sogers of Northrepps. 
To Thomas Sogen of Northrepps he gires £10. Uo gives to Qeorgo Flayford, son 
of JohnPlHyford,£10, to be paid to him by testator's oiecutoca at the determination 
of hia tbo said Ooorge's sppreuticeship. To William Pope of Holt Market, butcber, 
Iw givea £10. To tba poor of Saltbouac in Norfolk, fori; BhilliDga ; and a like anm 
to the poor of Letberingsett and to the poor of the parish whore bo Ehall happen to 
die To Boberl, aon of John Abraham of Salthouse, £5. To Illary Worsley hia 
mother £30, and all his wife's wearing apparel and tbo boiea and trunks wherein they 
mn. To John OttyncU, his father's sister's son, be gives all his books or Hbrary. 
To eaob of hia executors he gives £10 ; and he forgivee to Uarj Worsley bis motber 
th« £50 which sbo owetb bini. To Hamond Claxtou, his brother- in-law, bis Lttlo 
To jklary Goato Lis servant, forty shillings. To Uary hia motber, 
^the strange xioocea of gold and silver unconverted," whieh were his lather's. Ho 
be buried in the chancel of Letbcringsot, as nigh bis wife as cDnvcniontly 
Wf be, if the incumbent there shall gire leave ; othernisc in the body of the church 
Uure; and that his eieoutois lay one gnLvestonc there for him and one for bis said 
wife. To hia mother Murj Woraiey he gives £30 towards the building of " a new 
HWne roofe" over his head liouso in Lctboringsct. He appoints Holt church-porch 
M the place for the payment of bis aforesiud Icgaciesp To hia motber Mary Worsley 
ha gite* all hia wearing apparel and linen. Ho gives to Elizabeth ClAiton his sister- 
in-law, to Paulina Claxton hia sister-in-law, to Mury Allen his eister-in-law, and to 
Sarah Pwnbrig, wife of the said Thomas Bainbrig, -^ to every of tbem a mourning 
g of twenty shillings value. Witnesses : Nicholas Boinbrig, Eatharine Oytner, 
w Wilson. Proved at Norwieh. 



K^the stn 
BSuy ba,i 



A HISTOUy OF THE 



lie evades, in the first, his father's irapeacbment, and in the cant o 

day proceeds to exhort and admonish bis reprover : — 

March 27,1650. 
Moat assured loving Father, 

My duty binding mee, and your cbarch which you gave mee 
. when I left you spurring it on, I could not but write, though I 
exceedingly wonder j* I hcaro not from you. On Thursday, March 
2], I sent a letter [by] my Mr. Wilde of Raclidale, in which was 
enclosed a letter of my tutors to you, which I hope might call back 
y* bad report y' is among you in my behalfe, which when I told my 
tutour hee was liker a madman then one y' should have wit and 
understanding. But as I wrote before so now, (jod is my witness 
it is a falsity. I pray you tell Mr. Lomax if hee will sende his 
sonne to Pembrooke let him but write to me betwixt thia aud Easter 
by Mr. Deane, or y" post y' goeth to London, and I will get his 
name entred in y" hookes and lay downe entrance for liim till he 
come ; and heo gaiues the terme by y' meanes if ho come before 
Easter or a weeke after. I give thankes to y Lord God, by whose 
help I hope y* you and I both may receavo comfort perpetualy for 
his good BUcces which Hee hath given mee, in whose help (most 
endeared father) I boseeko you and ontreate you to put your totall 
confidence and beliefe. Let not y" times troeble you ; let not the 
prowde and malicious words of wicked men disbarteu you ; let not 
y" erroura of deceitful] men decievc you, for though they are without 
in sheeps clothing yet within they are like to ravishing wolves. 
Cleave to y* word of God, and follow no man's words further then 
they are agreeable to y* word and law of God. Here was a captains 
in Oxford not long since who denied y' their was any God, any re- 
surrection, or any Christ, though wee live at ))cace and y" colledgca 
as pure from wicked men as they were this long time. In owre 
colledge there is not a gamster, drunkard, or any such person, and I 
hope you will see y' I live at as frucall a rate as any in Oxford, ex- 
cepting serviters. I pray you to remember my love to my brethren 
and sisters, all owre friends in generall, neighbours and servants, 
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ftoping your henltb as mine I coiiiend you to the hands of Him who 
B able to help you, with niy praiere for you continualy. 

Your obedient Eonno till de&tli, 

Ualpii Womlrt. 
Pembroke, Oxon, 

If you enquire at Mr. Jepsons you may know if Mr. Wildo bee 
returned, for hce went from Oxford to London. I am very wry to 
heare y' my uncle BrowDBword is .... I pray God y' hee iti&y como 
of well. 

Addroased : " For his much roBpccted father Mr. lUlplie Woralpy 
at Piatt in Itiishnlme tbcise. Leave thoJse, I pray, «"■ Mr. Joliu 
Browneword in Manchester, to be delivred as aforesaid." 

Most endeared and ever loving Father, 

After my duty to you presented, w*"" my best rcsprcts to my 
deore brothers and sisters, boping y* you all arc in goftd health m I 
at y" writing hereof, blessed be j* name of y' lord. I liavjng ao 
opertune a messenger, w*'' a longing desire ancxed to it, knowing 
yoor care, love and praiera dayly for mce, could not omitt y" opor- 
tunity. fiatber, I most confeflse since you naw n)c« I luve Kpviit 
more then ether you thought I should or I Iwd tntentioii* to have 
spent. You write to mee tlat I hare upent roor« by &r then my 
ImAher Edward when bee had but beena the nme time Jo y uai- 
T«rritie ; but that it ao tnarrail if I have ; bee wia in bcaltb, I in 
aickneoe, yes n &r mderveot j* fmgt at nekiiMM y* I wiabad 
many a time j* Aatit wmtU eooM, and may tboo^ it waa at y* 
doore. Ttoe ia y doaiMt yeara j* arer yoa iliall bavc, aa nany 
reasDDa I cooM pra yoa for it, aa kaaptni; my ebambar 32 daica aad 
alnMjataO y timt ketfimg oma hy mm, bain; ao y* 1 cmU not mora 
wi^oat beipe, and I bafieva wfaca ever it nqr plMia y" lord y' I n»f 
obtaine y* aigbt ef yoo, y" marks* wbieb I can Www will almait 
alrike yoa into ai ^naacBeat y* I wan ao mmw Kivod (.if tbMB. 
Whatever 1 bar^ it k bat lent, (or, Uod willinfc. H «*« i ^kM 
biilM 0tmjtlmij«».jtm ibaUhmn toy aU» 
yea have bad dowac «r rinll lay iarnm^ awl till 
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then I eball put up praiers daily to y° most high 7* joa ma^ obtaine 
life and health. And eg wanting time to eKpresso my selfe, I rest 
w'-^ my praiers for you ail, 

Your obedient Bonne till death, 

Balph VVokblkt. 
Pem. Oson., Decern. 24, [1650.] 

I wonder exceedingly y* I heard nothing of my brother Charles, 
nor never heard from Edward nor GJeorge. Pardon, I pray jiJu. 
what ever is past, and you shall see things to fall out other wise. 
Remember my love, I pray yon, to my eieter, and teil her I would 
have writ to her but time prevented mee. 1 havo sent you a token 
enclosed heare. 

Addressed ; " For hia much esteemed father Mr, Ilalph \Vorsley 
at Piatt in Eushulme neer Manchester, theise Sic." 

Kmd Father, 

Yesterday I recieved yo' letter in which was one enclosed to 
my tutor, which here hee hath answered. 1 am sorry y' you should 
bo ao troeblcd concerning mee ; would God I could holpe it. Yob 
know how my oxpence was till December, and so they had beeue 
still had it not pleased God my leg had beene sore, which quarters 
e:(pences set race behindo cgrcgiously. 'Would I conid see you at 
Oxford y' I might answer for all I have spent, and I believe it 
would be more for your contentment and mine also. I call God to 
witnosse and y» men in y" world to accuse mee, if they can, y' I 
have not beene in an alehouse this quarter but with Mr. Dcano and 
oace with some others, where I spent ij''. I have spoken to my 
tutour to take up my moneyes and to give an accompt to you, which 
hee will. I should have taken up this Journey, but i forbeare more 
money then I have, hoping to see you at Oxford before long. Were 
I even, I will wish no more but 7'' 0^ 0^ a quarter till I have a 
place, and then 3'' 0' 0^, and perhaps nothing ; but not to troehio 
you w"" a multitude of words, w'^ my duty to you and love, respect 
to all my brethren and sisters, once more thanking my brother 
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jorgo for his letters, I rest, and intend to write more fully at Mr. 
tTrin Deanes relume, 

Your obedient aonne till death, 

Ralph Worslet. 
. Oxon., May 16, [1651.] 
f. My cloathes grow cxtreame bare and my afairta. 
I Addressed : " For his very much esteemed father Mr. Ralph 
Vorsley at Piatt Kuahulme neere Manchester, these." 



Sir, 

I have this day received your letter, and at Hrst did much 

render y' your son slionld be so expensive hero with us, seeing y^ 

may live as cheape, yea I think veryly cheaper then in any other 

ise within this university. But he tels me y' the curing of hifl 

ire legg hath cost him very much, and y' tho moneyes which he 

itb had GO soone one after another was in part for to cure it and to 

pay for his expenses in the coUedge, besides other things which 

Bi^ollars have need of. I assure you y' ho is very civill and diligent 

in his studyes, and our master, as well as all the house, hath a very 

good opinion of him. It is true y' lie hath spent some weeks 7 or 8 

shillings as many other, but he bath been punished for it in exercises 

(though it be not extraordinary much in these scarce times). He 

promises now to be very fnigall, and I assure you I have cause to 

beleeve hiiTi, fur 1 have not found bim to my knowledge as yet in a 

ijB. Were ho given very much to spending I would writ unto you 

send his money to me, as it is coiumon iu Oxford, but I have not 

id it SB yet necessary, though in this you may use your owne 

diflcretion. My only aymo is y' ho may carry himselfo so y' (with 

Gods blessings upon his endeavours and myne) he may be an 

instrument of much glory unto His name, which is the desire of 

■ho is 

Sir, your most humble servant, 

Peter Jebzet. 
'emb. Coll. 0.\on.. 16 May, 1651. 



60 



A UlSTOBY-OF THE 



After completing his studies at Oxford, Mr. Ralph Woraley re- 
ceived ordination at Manchester after the Presbyterian fonii then 
by law established, and was licensed to the curacy of Chelford iu 
Cheshire. His letters of orders bear date June 15, 1653, and are 
subscribed by Richard Hollinworth, moderator pro temp., John 
Angior, John Harison, William Meeke, Edmund Jones, and Na- 
thaniel Rathband. The document runs thus : — 

Whereas Master Raphe Worsley, Batchelor of Arts, aged about 
22 yeares, hath addressed himselfe uuto ua the Presbyters of the 
fiirst Classia of the Province within the countJe palatyne .of Lan- 
caster, authorized for ordination of ministers by ordinance of both 
bouses of parliament, dated the 29° of August 1648, desircinge to 
boB ordeyned a presbyter, tor that hee is chosen for the worke of the 
niinistrie in the church of Chelford in the countie of Chester, as by 
a certificate now remaineinge with us touching that his election 
appearetb, hath exhibited a sufficient testimoninll of his diligence 
and proficiencie in his studies, and unblaineablenesse of life and 
conversation, hath beene examined accordinge to the rules for ex- 
amination in the said ordinance expressed, and thereupon approved ; 
and there havcing beene no just exception made against bia ordina- 
tion and admission. These may testifio to all whoni it may concerne, 
that upon the ffifteenth day of the moneth of June, wee have pro- 
ceeded aolemnely to set him apart to the office of a presbyter and 
worke of the mioistrie of the Gospell by layinge on of our bauds 
with fastinge and prayer, by vertue whereof woe doe declare him to 
bee a lawfull and sufficiently authorized minister of Jesus Christ; 
and haveinge good evidence of his lawfull and faire callinge, not 
onely to the worke of the miuiatrie but to the exercise thereof in the 
church of Chelford in the couutie aforesaid, wee doe hereby actually 
admitto him to the said charge to performe all the offices and 
duties of a faithfuU pastor there, exhortinge the people in the name 
of Jesus Christ willingly to receive aud acknowledge him as the 
minister of Christ, and to maynteyne and encourage him iu the 
execution of his office, that hee may bee able to give up such an 
account to Christ of theire obedience to his ministrie as may bee to 
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3 joye and theire everlaatinge comfort. In witnee whereof wee 
uve hereunto set our hnnds thia ffifteeiith day of June anno Dni 
1653. 









Worsloy of Piatt, Gent,, at hi§ death in 1669, waa suc- 
y bia grandson Raph, eldest eon and heir of Major-General 
Charles Worsley, deceased, by bia first wife Mary Booth. He was 
bom at Piatt February 7, 1647. His political and religioua opinions 
coincided with those of his father and grandfather, and after the 
Scatoration be found much difficulty in accommodating himself to 
le new rule. In the reign of William III., tbe rigour against 
being relaxed, he caused hia own bouae at Piatt to be 
licensed for congregational worship in 1697, and two years later a 
chapel was built on bia estate mainly through his instrumentality, 
to which at bia death be bequeathed the sum of ^100 towards an 
endowment fund. He married firstly, in 1671, Deborah Clifl'e of 
Bretherton in the parish of Croston, by whom bo had issue an only 
son Charles and several danghters. Ity hia second marriage (his 
.wife's name unknown) ho bad no issue. His death occurred Au- 
i8t 9, 1728. His will, dated June 11, 172.5, ia aa follows : — 
In the name of God amen. I, Raphe Worsley of Piatt in the 
parish of Manchester and county of Lancaster, Gent., being in 
health of body and of soiind and perfect mind and memory (praised 
be God therefore), doo make and ordaiue this my last will aud tes- 
tament in manner and form following, ffirst, I doe hereby revoke, 
make void and disanuU all former anil other will or wills by mo 
made, and doe make thia my last will and testament, viz'. : fErst, I 
eomend my soul into the handa of Allmighty God, hoping thorough 
tbe merits, death and iiassion of my Saviour Jesus Christ to have 
full and free pardon and forgiveiicss of all my sins and to inherit 
everlasting life ; and my body I comit to tbe earth, to be decently 
buried (att Piatt Chappell) att the discretion of my executors here- 
after named ; and as touching the disposition of all such temporall 
estate as it hath pleaded Allmighty God to bestow upon me, I give 
and dispose thereof aa followeth. ffirst, 1 will that all my just 
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debts, funer&ll expencea, with the probate of this mj will, be paid 
out of tbe whole of my estate ; and then I give and bequeath one 
hundred pounds sterling to my son Mr. Charles Woreley and Mr. 
Peter Woralej- my grandson, in trust, that the lawfull interest thereof 
shall be yearly paid and ;:;tven to euah orthodox Gospell dimeDting 
preaching minister as shall bo constantly resident att Piatt Cluppell 
or raeetiug-piaco for publick nvorsliipp ; and if lyberty in or at any 
time to come shall be restrained, it is then my will and mind thst 
the iutercEt and produce of the said one hundred pounds bo givca 
and bestowed for the benefit aud reliefe of the most religious pooro 
people, whether housekeepers or others, within Rusliolmc, flallow- 
feild and Birch-hall houses, at the discreation of my executors and 
their successors for the time being. Item I give and bequeath one 
hundred pounds sterling to my granddaughter Deborah Worsloy, to 
be paid her within twelve mouths afler my decease. Item I give 
and bequeath one hundred pounds more to my granddaughter 
Clementia Worsley, to be ])aid to her or to her guardian for her 
and benefitt within twelve months after my decease. I give and 
bequeath to my grandson Mr. Peter Worsley the revertion of Tay- 
lor's Tenement att Street-ffbuld in Mostou, together with seventeen 
shillings of a yearly lease-rent iseueing aud payable from the said 
tenement. Item I give, devise and bequeath to niy son Mr. Charles 
"Worsley one of the two hundred pounds which I reserved to my 
selfe a power to dispose of att my decease, according to the aettlo- 
mcnt made at my son's marriage, I haveing already assigned and 
given the other hundred pounds to my sou-in-Iaw Mr. Culeheth 
as a part of his marriage portion with my daughter Sarah. Item I 
give and bequeath to my loveing sou-iu-law Mr. Thomas Culeheth 
and his wife ten pounds a peice to buy them mourning with. Item 
1 give and bequeath the suiTie of twenty pounds to my executors 
hereafter named and to theirc bcires, In trust, that the interest and 
produce thereof may be bestowed in cloath, wolleu or hnnen at theira 
discretion, upon the poor within Busholme. Item I give to in 
deare son Mr. Charles Worsley my gold seale-ring and also a poit 
of broad gold called a Spurr Iloyall. And I give to my loroii]|( 
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daughter-in-law Mrs. Worsley luy weddiiig-rinf;, desireing her to 
accept the same as a token of my lovo aud gratitude. Item I give 
and bequeath to my grandson Peter Woraley one broad peice of 
old gold caUed a Scepter. Item I give to my granddaugbler 
Deborah Worsley one peice of broad gold with two X X on it, and 
alsoe a ten shilling peice of angel! gold which dear eiater Sergeant 
gave nnto tiiee. Item I give to my granddaughter Clonientia 
Worsley one peice of broad gold with two X X on it, to keep in 
remembrance of mee. Item I give and bequeath our servant Esther 
Deane, If she lives at Piatt at the time of my decease, two guineya ; 
and to Esther Worthingfon one guiuey, if servant at Piatt at my 
decease ; and to Henry Massey one guinea, if a servant at Piatt att 
my decease. Item it is my will, and I hereby order Mr. Whitafccr 
two guineas to preach my fitinerall sermon if he be minister at Piatt 
att the time of my decease. Item I give and bequeath to Mr. and 
Mrs. Whitaker either of them a guinea to bay them a mourning 
ring. All the rest and residue of my personal! estate, goods and 
cliattcles whatsoever, 1 doe give and bequeath unto my deare sou 
Mr. Charles Worsley aud to my deare grausou Jlr. I'elor Worsley, 
to be equally derided between them. And for the execntioD of this 
my last will and testament, I doe nominate and appoint my deare 
and only son 3Ir. Charles Worsley and my deare gmnsoa Mr. Peter 
Worsley, both above named, exectttors of this my Ust will and te»- 
tament, tntreating them to sec this my last wiH and tettuoent in all 
points performed, ae my trust is that tbey will doe. In witneaH 
whereof 1 hare here onto sett my buid and sesle the eJereDlh day 
of June amioDom. 172.7. WitDe«e>: Peter SbehncTdtne ; David 
Holme; Charles Unhne. Prand at Chester November 2, 1728. 

By bb first marriage General Wonley lixl issue also two daogb* 
ten, sistcn of the aforesaid testator — Sarah, bom in June IMS, 
who died in 1659, having first made a will; and Martha, bom 
October % 1&46, afterwards the wife ai WilUain HegiDbotbooi of 
SaUbnL' The will of Swah Worsler, though that oT a ekiU of 
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fifteen years, was admitted to proof at Chester in 1 661 . It i 
follows : — 

In tlie namo of God amen. This eighteenth day of January one 
thousand sixe hundred fiftie and nyne. I, Sarah Worsley of Piatt 
within Riishulmo, daughter of Charles Worsley Ute of Piatt afore- 
said, deceased, beingo siciie in body but of good and perfect memory, 
praised be God, do constitute, ordain and make this my last will and 
testament in manner and forme following. To wit, first and prin- 
pally I commend my soul into the hands of Almighty God my 
Creator and Maker, and my body to the earth, to be buried in 

1667. He died in 1670, lenring an onlj lou Willuun. His brother Ilcnrj H«^- 
botbom, also of SaUbrd, muricd Januoij 5, 1674, at Frcstwich, CusBnadm, dtughtm 
of Pelcr Sergeant of Pilliagton, Gent. The issue of tbis lotlor marriago wta i 
Heniy, wbo died during tbe life of bis fatber in 1709, having married Bealah Hudtoo 
of Salford, widow (marriago covenant dated 1703). William Hcginbotbo: 
Salford malies bia will October 12, 1670. He deaaibea himself as "WiUiom U 
bothom of Salford, Jun', ia the caanty of Lancaster, clmproim." He commcnda hi* 
BOUl to God; and his body ho commits to the earth, to be buried al (he diioi«tion of 
bis (rionila. He willa that bia debts and funeral eipeoses be paid out of bis personal 
estate, out of which be also bequeaths the following legacies : — To bia mother Jouw 
Ucginbothom, £10. To his sister Elizabeth Orrell, £^0 1 and to Frances Otrell bar 
daughlcr, £5. To his brother Henry Heginbotbom, and to his eoiuia John Ardeme, 
bis decDtOn, £5 each. To his brothor-in-Uw Mr. Eaph Worsley of tho Piatt, bis 
mourning doali, bis bat and bis cane; and to bis brother Henry Heginbotbom, all 
the rest of hia clothes, To Master John HarrisoD of Ashton-undcF-Linc, £S. To 
Uaster Canstantine of Salford, twenty shillings. To Master Neweome of Uan- 
chester, twenty sbilliugs. To Master Scholcs of Salford, twenty shillings. To 
Master Finch of Manchester, twenty shilliDgi. To the children of the aforesaid 
Master Scholcs, fire ihillings each. To his aunt Jane Sidgc, filly sbiUingi. To 
Martha Fletcher bis child's nurac, forty shillings. To the poor of Salford, £i. To 
tbe poor of Manchester, forty shillings. Aiid all the rest and residue of bis feralttal 
estate be giTea lo his only son William Heginbotbom. Sut if it should pl«a»e Ood 
to take owny his son by death before he shall hare accomplished tbo age of twentf 
one years, or before he shall Iuto married, then he hereby further bequekUis (o hn 
said brother Henry Heginbotbom, £100j and to bis sister EUiabeth Orrell, £100| 
Bod to Frances Orrell her daughter, £30; to hia said brother-in-law Master Bkplia 
Worsley of the Flatt, £25 ; to his grandmother Worsley, £3£i i to his niiolc Oltl- 
wcU's children, £25 ; to his nncle Bapho Woraley'a childcen, £2B ; to his nont Jw« 
Bidge, £10 1 To Master Scholes't children, £60. Prored at Cheater Maieh 1% 
1970-1. 
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I Christian manner at the discretion of my executors hereafter named ; 
g*lid 3B concerning all such goods, debts and chattels as my dear 
deceased father did leave unto me at tl]e time of his decease, and all 
other my ^ods, debts and chattels whatsoever (if any such there be). 
It is my will and mind that Ibrth of tbo same all my debts, if I do 
owe any, all my fiinerall expenses and all other charges and expenses 
vhich my executors may have occasion to disburse and lay out about 
the execution of this my last will and testament, shall be paid forth 
of the same. Item 1 do give and bequeath unto my deare and only 
sister Martha \Vorsley all myne apparel whatsoever. Item I give 

tknd bequeath unto my mother JI"' Dorothy Legoe. forty sbilliuga. 
Item I give and bequeath unto my brother Charles Worsley five 
pounds of lan-ful money of England, to be paid unto him by my 
mecutors when he shall accomplish the age of twenty-one years. 
Item I doe give and bequeath unto my loving grandfather Raphe 
Worsley of Piatt aforesaid ten pounds of lawtul money of England ; 
^_aBd I do give and bequeath unto my loving grandmother Martha 
^^■Vorsley, Btty ahillinga. Item I give and bequeath unto my uncle 
^^Kr. Edward Worsley of Runton in the countie of Norfolk, twentie 
^^iiillinpe ; and I give and bequeath unto my cosen Mary Worsley, 
daughter of my said uncle Mr. Edward Worsley, twentie shillingB. 
Item I give unto my uncle George Worsley, twentie shillings. Item 

»1 gi'e and bequeath to my cosen Elizabeth Worsley, daughter of my 
mid uncle George Worsley, tweutie shillings. Item I give and be- 
neath unto my uncle Mr. Raphe Worsley, twentie shillings. Item 
1 give and bequeath unto my loving aunt M"' Elizabeth Ottiwell, 
SAie-five shillings. Item I give and bequeath unto my cosen Eliza- 
beth Ottiwell, daughter of my said aunt M"» Elizabeth Ottiwell, 
forty shillings. Item I give and bcque,ith unto Ellon Willinaon, 
my grandmother Worslcy's servant, ten shillings. Item I give and 
bequeath unto Jane Bouker, servant unto my said grandmother 
Worsley, five shillings. Item I give and bequeath all the rest and 
residue of my said goods, debts and chattels not herein formerly 
disposed of, in whose hands, cuetodie or possession they he, and of 
r what nature or quality soever they be, unto my deare brother Raphe 
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Worsley and to my dear and only sister Martha WorsJey afoniwi 
to be ojually divided amongst tliem. And for tho execution of 
my last will and testament i do hereby Dominate and appoinl 
loving grandfather Mr, Raphe NVorsley aforesaid and my lo 
nude George Worsley executors, hoping they will seo this vaj 
will and teetameiit executed according to my mind herein expre 
In witnes whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seale the 
and year first above written. Witnesses: Robert Birch, Bel 
Parkinson, Thomas Wilkinson. Proved at Chester in 1661. 
expenses of her funeral amounted to jPSl 14s. Id., amongst w 
are included the following itenu derived from a niemorandom it 
handwriting of her grandfather Raph Worsley : — 

Paid ifor soger and other apices and bread 00 II 

Paid to Dorathy Bouker for 3 hat bands 00 0< 

Paid tfor making the grave j'. and ffor one coffin 5"... 00 Ol 
Paid to Myles Bradshaw ffor tow scarfes for my wyffe 

and ilartlia 01 

Paid to M"> Stampe flbr drinke 01 0. 

Paid to Mr. Thomas Minshall ffor spicea 03 0, 

Paid to Raphe Poole flbr tow cloake clothes, the one 

ffor myselfe, the other ffor my grandeonn Rjiplie. 06 li 

Paid to Mr. Allexander Greene for wyne 01 1! 

Paid to the glover ffor i6 peare gloves 03 0' 

Given to the poore on the day of tho buriall 03 1' 

Paid 6br shag to Raphe Poole fli)r a jump for myself. 00 0' 

The issue of General Worsloy's second marriage was Ch 
Worsley, born at Park Head July 19, 1653, from whom s\ 
the only lineal descendants of the General now surviving ; Don 
bom at St. James' Palace, Westminster, in October 1654, die 
infant; and Roger, born May 25, 1656, who also died in hi 
" acy. 

larles Worsley, only son of Raphe Worsley of Piatt, Gent., 
1 of Major General Charles Worsley, married, April 
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1700, Clemence, daughter and eventually heir of Thomas Sergeant 
of Pilkington in the parish of Prestwich, Gent., by his wife Han- 
nah, daughter and coheiress of John Garill of the Inner Temple, 
Esq. He died June 1, 1753, leaving issue, besides two daughters, 
an only son Peter, born November 29, 1708. Peter Worsley died 
unmarried and intestate January 17, 1759, having in 1753 ex- 
ecuted a deed barring the entail of his estates, which else had 
reverted to the heirs of Charles Worsley, the General's younger son. 
These estates (her sister dementia having also died) consequently 
descended to Deborah Worsley, as sister and sole heir of Peter 
Worsley of Piatt Esq. Deborah Worsley was born March 19, 
1705-6. In December 1744 she became the wife of Mr. John 
Lees of Manchester, merchant, who in 1775 assumed by royal 
license the name and arms of Carill Worsley. Of this marriage 
there was no issue ; but by a former marriage with Ruth Scholar, 
her husband having had issue an only son, his wife adopted him, 
and at her death he succeeded to the inheritance of the Worsleys 
as Thomas Carill Worsley of Piatt, Esq. Thomas Carill Worsley 
Esq. was born May 12, 1739. He married in 1791 Elizabeth, 
only child of James Norman of Winster in the county of Derby, 
Esq., and dying in 1808 left issue, besides daughters, three sons — 
Thomas Carill Worsley Esq. his successor, born in 1792, but died 
in 1848 s.p. ; Charles Carill Worsley Esq., who succeeded to the 
estates on the death of his brother, and is now the representative 
of the family ; and John Carill Worsley, in holy orders, who died 
unmarried in 1829. 

The following pedigree of the Worsleys, in descent from Charles 
the younger son of the Major General and his wife Dorothy Kenyon 
of Parkhead, is enrolled in the College of Arms : — 
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By her will, dated May 23^ 1699, Alice Haward, wife of Samuel 
Haward of Salford in the parish of Manchester, bequeaths unto 
Roger Worsley, son of Charles Worsley of the parish of Oldham, 
her nephew^ her largo silver tankard. Item she gives and be- 
queaths to Alice Worsley, daughter of the said Charles Worsley, 
her niece, <f 100; the largest silver cup^ marked on the bottom 
with D L ; the large silver pottenger, marked with A L ; six silver 
spoons, one being less than the rest ; the trunk in the best chamber, 
marked with A K and 1659, and all in it ; and the chest of drawers 
in her (Alice Worsley 's) chamber^ with what is in them. She gives 
unto Dorothy Worsley, daughter of the said Charles Worsley, her 
niece, ^100; the little silver tankard with broad rings on the bot- 
tom, and a silver plate with broad edges; the less silver pottinger; 
one marked silver dish ; six silver spoons, marked with C W D ; one 
silk quilt for a bed ; her garden and bugle basket ; the trunk in the 
best chamber, marked with A K, and what is within it ; the chest 
of drawers in the best chamber, with what is in them. Item she 
bequeaths to her said nieces, Alice and Dorothy Worsley, one pair 
of damask sheets, four damask table cloths, twenty-nine table nap- 
kins, and two pair of Holland pillow beers, — equally to be divided 
betwixt them. Also she bequeaths to Sarah Worsley, daughter of 
the said Charles Worsley, her niece, one little wrought silver cup 
taster and one silver boat. She appoints William Ashton, rector of 
Prestwich, and Kalph Worsley of Piatt, Gent., her executors. 



At an early period in the thirteenth century the hamlet of Birch, 
or as it was more anciently designated Hindley Birch, was vested in 
the family of Hathersage, to whom, as a part of the manor of 
Withington, it had been granted by the Grelles, lords of Manchester. 

Towards the close of the reign of King John, or in the early part 
of that of his successor Henry III., Matthew, son of Matthew de 
Hathersage, conveyed the estate to Matthew, son of Matthew de 
Birch. 

A copy of the deed by which this transfer was effected is still in 



ANCIENT OHAPEL OF BIKCIl. 



71 



kistencG.' It gives us tbe original bounds of the hamlet ; com- 
lencing at the great ditch anil bo across, as far aa the bouodary of 
f latt ; tlience towards tlio liorth as far aa the Gore-brook, aud up 
me stream of tbe Gore-brook as far ns the ford at Rusbford ; thence 
following " le matregate" aa far as the great ditch, and keeping 
along the great ditch to the boundary- of Piatt. To this territorial 
trausfur was annexed the right of |)annage, or the feeding of bis awine, 
in tile lord's woods and tbe grinding of corn boppor-free, without pay- 
ment of toll, at any of the lord's mills within tbe manor ; tbe ac- 
It nnwleilinTienf. to be rendered being the yearly paj-ment of three shil- 
^^Uga, namely, eighteen pence at tbe feast of the Annunciation of the 
fPpirgia Mary, and eighteen pence at the feast of St. Michael. The 
H>^ed is witnessed by Sir Gootfrey de Chetbam, Sir Adam de Bury, 
Sir William Doly, Robert de Byron. Richard do Traflord, Robert 
de Reddish, William dc Het-ton, Richard de Chorlton, William de 
Didsbury and Thomas do Barlow. 

Alexander del Birches, grandson to Matthew del Birches tbe 
younger, in the hist-recited indenture, died in or about tbo 12 
Edward II. (1318), in wbicb year Robert, his eldest bod and heir, 
re-settled bis estates, including certain lands which formed the 
jointare of bis mother then living, limiting them to himself for bis 
life, with remainder to his son Henry, and in case of failure of issue 
to bJa son Henry then the estatca so limited to revert to tbo rij^ht 
heirs of himself and bis wife Alice, daughter of Henry de Wytfeld. 
In an enumeration of hia possessions we find mention of a water 
com-mill. This in the Ifi Edward II. (1322) he leased to Robert, 
son of Henry de Traflord, it being in fact but the renewal of a 
former lease granted by his father to the said Robert. The premises 
are described as Birob Mill, together with a bouso and an acre of 
land adjoining; to which was added all water privileges within the 
limits of Birch, a suitable place to winnow com, and a right of road 
to and from the mill, &c. 

William del Birches, tbo son and heir of William and grandson 

f Henry del Birch, to whom reference has been made in tbe deed of 

' Vido Appmdii. 
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entail just adrerted to, was living in the 10 Henry IV. (U08). In 
the 7 Henry VI. (1428) he executed a deed liruiting his estatte to 
himself and his wife Margaret, with remainder at their death to 
Kalph, Robert, Ednmnd and Thomas, their sons in succosbioq. 
Kalph, the eldest son, accompanied Henry V. in his invasion of 
France as ono of the retinue of Sir Nicholas do Longford, and wm 
present at the battle of Agincourt in 1415;* He had a son KaJpk, 
living in the 27 Henry VI. (1 1+8), whose son Robert was lather to 
William Birch, living in the reign of Richard III. 

William Birch had four sons: George, his heir; Robert, to 
whom in the 2 Richard III. (1484) he devised twelve acres of land 
in Birch, bounded by the Michewall Diche on the south, and on the 
north by a messuage called Wynnerhey; James; and Thomas in 
holy orders. 

George Birch married Marion, daughter of Thomas Beck of 
Manchester, Gent. The marriage covenant bears date the 16lh of 
April, 10 Henry VIII. (loIS), and is as follows: — 

This indenture made the xij"" day of Aprill in this x''' yere of 
the reign of Kynge Henre the eght betwene Thomas Bekke of 
Manchest opon the ono p'tie and George Byrche son and here of 
Wittm Byrche opon the other p'tie, wittenesseth that the sayd 
George Byrche covantos and grauntes to the said Thomas Bekke by 
thea p'sentca that ho the said George shall by the g"ce of God wedde 
and take to wife Maryon doghter of the said Thomas Bekke at the 
reeonable requeste of the said Thomas Bekke or his heres and afor 
the ffcste of Seynt Michacll th' archaungcll nexte ensuyug' the date 
herolf : and furthermor the said George Byrche coriintes and 
grauntes to the said Thomas Bekke by thes p'sentea that he the aajd 
Georgo afore the sayd day of weddyng shall make or do to be made 
to the said Maryon or to certon fcoffos to her use, at the nominaron of 
the sayd Thomas Bekke, a suer sufficient astate of landes and teiitos, 

■ nart. MS. 782. — The service of tliis taaaly in France txB cammemantAd by ■ 
gnuit of snni mode, sa it ui alleged, by Edward III., who. in rigbt of Wit vyteteiffAj 
OTer Fnuuw, pennitled tbo ftuoUj to aasume the three fleara-de-lie which thef do* I 
benr. — Burbe'a Lattdrd Oentry, vol. J. p, 9B, 
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■fcell of his inlieritaunco, and now bejng in his awjiie possession, to 
i of the clcre yorely vahie of vj m'"" over all maner charges and 
^ryses. To have and to holde to the said Maryoii or to the saides 
»fies to her use durjiig all the lyve of the said Maryon. The 
reraajnd' therofl" to the right hercs of the said Weorge Byrche for 
eV; ffor the whtcho martage and aatate in maner and fourme 
aforsaid to bo maile and done, the said Tbomaa Bekke covnntes and 
graiintes to the said George Byrche by thes p'sentea to paye or cause 
to be payed to the said George or his assignes, the day of tlie sayd 
manage or before, xl'' of good lawfull money of England. In 
witteneBse wberoff the p'tycs aforsaid to thes p'sent indentures 
inrchauDgeahlo have sett yare eeallee. Veven the day and yere 
I thove written. 

I The issue of this marriage was three sons : Thomas, his eldest 
Bton and heir ; George and William, and also four daughters, Eliza- 
beth, wife of Mr. Thomas Higgon of Manchester;' Annes, Margaret 
and Jennet. 

' Wni ofTbomaa ITygcn of Sfanohester, " ooenpj'er." Datpil January 18, 155B-6. 
He deaires lo be buried iu Jcstu CliBpel, in tbe pariih ohunib of Mancbester. He 
namea " Elaabtth, now my wife, Robert ITjgon, mj brother and his wife j Anlbonj 
Hjgen, mj brother ; Thomaii Ujgco, mj eldest sone ; AuthoQjB Hjgou, mj 
ueconde sone; George Hjgpn, in j third Bonu; Edward Hygon, mj fourllio Bone; 
Eliiabelh, my donghter ; John Uygcn, my gotison ; my brother- in -laws, Qeorge 
Byrohe; my brother-in-lawe, Thomu Byrcho, Gent." Bobert Booko to have the 
oostody of Thomas Uygeu, my soac, until he come of age; George Byrche, mercer, 
to Lave the custody of my tone George IlygeD ; ICtizabeth, mj wiiTe, to Iultb the 
castoij of my dougbler. Ho oppoinla na his eieoutors Robert Bpcke and Qeorgo 
Byrche aforeaaiil, and requests Thomss Byrche, Gent., Edward Bediot, Milet 
Oylaford and Anthony Hygen to set aa auporrison. Anthony Hygen, testator's 
second ion, entered Holy Orders, nod became, in 1608, Dean of Eipon. He died 
Noiember 17, 1624> and was buried the following day at Ripou. His will is datod 
NoTembtT 12th. a few days before hia decease. He bequeatlis " to Tuy ca»cD Thouiat 
BuHche one basoti and ure of aiker and the best gtldiuL' that I hare. To my oosen 
William Burtche of Dighton (Eirk Dcighton, near Wotherby, of which pariah the 
Dean was rector) 1 gave 40", aod I lent him 40" more, of which I qaitt him all, if it 
please Ood I die. To my cosen William Buctche of Manohester &". To my coaeu 
ThoTnas Burtcbe one suto of damnake and ano' of diaper w** is at MniitiT CundallB in 
Bippon and 20" in money (owards the stocking of bis grounda, for I am affinid that 
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HiB will is dated the 23rd of November, 24 Henry VIII. (1532.) 
In nomine Dei snien. I George Byrche in the countie of Lancasti^ 
gentylman, hole of niynde and m'mory, the xxiij"^ duy of Norenibre 
in the xxiiij"" yer' of the ratj^no of o' sov'eigne lorde Kyng Henry iho 
viij" make this my laste will and testament of and in all and singler 
my mease3 laiides ten"les and hereditamentes w' th' app'tennces in the 
said countie of Lancaster, in ni.in' and forme tbloyng. That is to 
eaye whearas I the said George Byrche before this tyme have 
by dode dated the xx"" day of JJovembcr in the xxiiij''' yer^ of the 
reigne of o' aov'eigne lorde Kyng Henry the viij'" infeofTed my right 
trusty frendes John Bamford son and here app'ant of George Barn- 
ford of the Holt gentilman, John Plalte of the Platte. Thomaa 
Beuke of Manchester, Robert Mosse, Thomaa Chorletou and S' 
Thomas Bircho p'ste, my brodcr, and there heires for eV, of and in 
all and singler my mease}, landes, tenlee, rentes, rev'siona and 
p"m"ce} w* th' app'tennces, lying and bcyng in the countie of Lan- 
caster as by the same dede of feoffenient more at large dothe appere ; 
ffirste I will that my seides feoll'es and there heires and ev'y of theym 
shall from hensfurthe stande and be seasyd of and in all and singler 
the seidea mease), landes, ten'^es and other the p'misse3 w' yare 
app'tennces conteigned in the scid dede of feoffenient, to th' use of 
me the seid George Byrche for temie of my life natiirall wHniU 
impechement of waste, and also Bball snffre me the aeitl George and 
myn assigne} to take and levye hU the issue}, p'fetles, rentes and 
revenue} comyng and growing y'of and of ev'y p'cell y'of duryng all 
the seid terme of my life w'onte any cont'dicron esa^n or impedy- 
ment of my seides fcoffes or yare licires or of any oy p'son or p'soos 
by yare peuremente or assent. Also I will that my seides fcoflei 
shall n'in the apace of one quart' of n ycre nexte aft' my decesse 
make or cause to be made unto Wiltm Bircho my yong' son one f^ll 

Ha aaclei nbo are Ilia guirdians will leave him Tcrie bare." He mentions bi« cMlifti 
Clieburne nUo, In wliom and to liia Deplicir Lumlej ho leaies aU b'n book*, od coailf- 
tioD that wlion tbej die tha eaid booka tbnll b« glTcn to (hp cliurub of Bipon "for ■ 
Znbemrie." The " cosen Cliebiirae" referred to woa probably William dejbume, B.IX, 
Frebondarr o! Ripon id 1616, and Cor manj jeiri attar. 
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sufficient and lan'full estate of and iu two closes or p'cclls of lande 
called the Wodesley and Wode-cnde lying in the Birehe w'in the 
couatie of Lancaster. To have and to holde the soides closes or 
p'cetles of land w' th' aiJp'tennoes to the scid Wittm and his assignes 
unto [sic] the said '\ViSni shall come and be of the ftill age of 
xxiiij'^ yeres. Also I will y' my seidea feofi'es ehall in lykowiso 
w*in the space of one quarter of a yere next after my decessc make 
r cause to be made unto George Birehe my son one Guer and tan'fuU 
I estate of and in other twoo closes called tlie Olde Marled Erthe and 
I the Pyghell, lying in the Birehe aforscido in the seid countie. To 
have and to holde the seides closes with th' app'tenncea to the eoid 
George and his assignes unto [sic] the seid George shall come to and 
be of the age of sxiiij'' yeres, P'videf alwayes y* if it happen the 
Beid Wiitm and George or aither of theym to dccesso afor they come 
to the said a^e of xxiiij^ yores that then the estate or estates to hym 
ortheym made that shall happen to decesse shall from then ffurt ho 
be voyde and of non offocte. P'videt also that afti^ that Thomas 
Birehe my son and here appant shall come to and be of the uge of 
xxj yeres and dothe well and frnly consent and paye or cause to be 
I payde unto aithor of the said William and George my seidea sonnes 
■■ sterling that then the seid Thomas shall have and occupie the 
■eides closes to his awyne use and behove duryng and unto such 
tyme as the said William and George and aither of theym shall 
come to and be of the full age of xsiiij" yeres. Also I will that my 
setdes feoffes shall w'iu the space of one t^uart of a yere nexte att^ 
my decesse make or cause to be made unto Elizabeth, Annes, Mar- 
garet and -Tenet my doghtera one sure sufficient and lawfull estate of 
snd ID certen closes called the vij acre, the ferther ptriche okes. the 
nerer ptriche okes, the berne tilde and the fallo lying in Birehe 
aforsaid. To have and to holde the seides closes w* th' appteiinces 
to the seides Elizabeth, Annes, Margaret and Jeuet, and yure assig- 
nes unto suche lyme as the said Thomas my son and here appant 
shall come to and be of the age of xx" yeres. Also I will that my 
eeides feoffes shall w*iti the apace of one tjuarr of a yere nexte &ft 
my decesse make or cause to be made unto Maryori my wife ono 
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suro sufficient and Uwfull estate of and in twoo closes called the 
Wheyte Crofta and Calfe Crofte, lying in Birclie aforet-id, for terme 
of the liffe of the said Maryon, if sliee kepe her aoln and untnarred. 
Also I will that the eaid Maryon my wiri'e sliall have and occupye 
all tlie seidcs meases, landes and tenlea unto suche tymo as my wid 
son and here shall come to and be of the age of \xj yeres, and therw* 
■hall fynde my aeidea children meyte, drynke, lodginge and wray- 
mentes diirynge the same tyme, if they will bo longe abyde w* her 
and be ordred aud ruled by her and do tlieir dutycs as they owe to 
doe. And if eny of thcym will not be ordred as they owe to be, then 
tliey to depte at there pleasures and to take and receve the pfettes of 
Buche feoffement as hcr'tofor in expressed. Anil if my seid son and 
here appant will not abyde w' my eoid wiffe unio sncho tyme as h« 
come to and be of tiie age of xxj yeres, then I will that my seidea 
feoffcs shall suffre my eeid son and here appant to occupye aud 
mioye to his awyne ppr use thes closes or peelles of lando called tha 
Brode Meadowe, the Small Meadowe, the Milne KnoUe and Damya, 
flxcejit snche porcon of the Brode Meudowe aforseid as the seid 
Maryoii bathe in dower and joynlnr to th' exhibiain [sic] of my 
seid son and here unto sucha tytne as he shall come to and bo of the 
seid age of xxj'' yeres. Also it ia my will that if it happen the seid 
Maryon my wiffe heraft' tu be maryed, that from thenSiirtbe she 
sliall not sawe ne cause to be sawen eny of the seides landos hot onely 
suche aa afor this tyme was giflen nnto her in the name of dower or 
joyiitur. Alao I will that my seides feoffes shall sufTre James Byrche 
my broder to take and r'ccyvc the pYettes of all tlje herbage of th© 
Byrche Wode, suche tyme as the aeid James shall come to the age 
of xxiiij*' yeres pvidet alwayes that it shall he loafull for me the seid 
<ieorge to adde, chaunge or mynysshe this my p'sent will at all tymes 
duryng my naturall htfe at tuy pleasure ; and after my decesse and 
my will pTormed in man' and foiirme afor'seid, I will that my seides 
feoffes and theire heres shall stande and bee seased of and in kU the 
saide meases, landcs, tenntes and other the p'mises w^ their 
apptennces to th' use ol' inyne heres for b^. 

George Birch was succeeded by his eldest son Thomas, of whom 
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tittle more lina reached us than the fuct that he was twice marrietl, 
bia firet wife being Elizabeth, daughter of John Chelfaam of Nut- 
hurst Esq. (marriage- coven ant dated the 16th of April, 2 Edw. VI.) 
By her he had issue George Itireh, bis eon and heir : Robert, a 
Fellow of the Ooliegiate Chtirch Manchester, and ^'iliiam ; besides 
four dau^ihters, Elizabeth, wife of Johu Piatt of Piatt io Rusholma 

Gent.; Alice, tiie wife of Jepson ; Jennet, and Anne. By bia 

second wife Ann, widow of John Bamford of Bamford Esq., he left 

110 issue ; she survived her husband, and d» ing in 1 61 6, was buried 

(Jul/ 23) at the Collegiate Church, Her will is as follows : In the 

name of God, amen. This third day of July in the yeare of our 

Lord God one thousand six hundreth and sixtiene. I, Anne Birch, 

late wy&'e of Thomas Birch of the Birch Ilaule in the p'iahe of 

Manchester and in the County of Lancaster widOowe, being at this 

instant sicke in body but of good and p'fect renieuibranco, thanlcea 

I i give unto the Allmighty for the same, — knowing that all creatures 

■ '•ra mortall, and that death is most cerlayne and the houre of death 

I Diost uncertayne. doe make this my last wiW and testament in man- 

Der and forme following, thrst and principally I commend my soule 

into the handes of AUmiglity God my Saviour and Keileemer, 

bopeing to bo saved by the p'tioua blood shcddinge of Jesus Christ 

I oneJy; and my body to be Imryed in the p'lshe Churche of Man- 

■.ohester, neare unto my late husband And lor all my goodes chat- 

I teila and cattclles whatsoever, it' is my will and mynd that my debtes 

I and fonemll expenccs whatsoever thuy be, shall be deducted and payd 

I out of tho whole before any divisionne thereof be made. And after 

I my debtes being payd and my funerall expences discharged, then y' 

I y my will and mynd and I give and bequeath unto my daughter 

I Ales Jepsonne, widdon'c, the best of my three kyue, which shee shall 

I make choyse of. And for the other twoe kyne yt ys my will and 

I mynd that they shall bee sould or otherwyse equally divided betwist 

I ay Sonne William Birch and my daughter Ann Biroh. Allsoe I 

I give and bequeathe unto my grandchild Elizabeth Birche one black 

I beyfer which is in calre. Allsoe I give and bequeathe unto John 

I Jepsonne, James Birche. Thomas Hirche sonue to Thomas Birche, 
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and Elizabeth Hulton daughter to William Hulton, ono Utie blttcke 
stirks amongst them. AlJso yt is mj will and mynd and I give and 
bequeathe unto my twoo daughters Ane liirch and Alea Jepsonne 
my twoo gownes to be equally divided betwixt them. And t give 
and bequeathe to Elizabeth Birche my grandcbyld abovesayd my 
chamlet kyrtle. And alter that my debtea bee payd, my funerall 
expencGS discharged, and theine legacies given satisfKed and cootenteil, 
yt is my will and mynd that the remaynder of all my goodes, chat- 
tells and cattells whatsoever shall bee equally divided amongst theise 
hereafter nominated, — to witt, my eonno William Birehe, my 
daughter Ane Jfirche, my daughter Ales Jepsonne, and my grand- 
cbyld Elizabeth Birehe. And I doe make cxecutores of this my 
last will and testament my loving kinsman Edmund Piatt and my 
grandchyld Thomas Byrclie. Proved at Chester August 27, 1616. 
In the 13 Elizabeth (I.^TO) with the view of regulating the descent 
of his estates Tbomas Birch of Birch Gent, conveys on trust to 
Sir William de Eadclifte, Ralph Piatt of Rysshulme Gent., George 
Birch of Manchester mercer, and John Uaughton of Manchester 
draper, his capital messuage called Hindley Birches, &c., to the 
use of George Birch his son and heir, with remainder to Kobert 
Birch his younger son, with remainder to himself the said Thomas 
Birch, with remainder to his brother George Birch.* From the 
muster-roll of soldiers to be furnished in the county of Lancaster 
in 1571 for her Majesty's service, we learn that he was charged 
with one long bow, one eheaf of arrows, one steel cap, and one bill. 
He died in ] 5!)5, his will being proved at Chester February 10, 
1595-6, It is as follows: — In the name of God amen. The 
xxviij"' daye of September anno Domi 1595 and in the xxxvij* 
yeare of the raigne of our Soveraigue Ladye Elizabeth by the Grace 
of God Queene of England, ffrance, Ireland, Defendor of tlie faiihe, 
&c. I, Thomas Birehe of Hindley Birehe in the p'ishe of Man- 
chester and the couutie of Lancaster gent., hoinge sicke in bodie but 
of good and ])erfecfe remombrance, thankes bee geaven to God, 
knowinge death to bee coiiion and certaino to all livinge creatures, 

' lTarl.MS.ZU2.fo.\U. 
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Fbut the howre of deathe most nncertaine, and myndinge by the 

heipe and assistance of the Lord Jesus to order and set in rcadines 

Buche thingcs as Hee of" Hla bountlfull goodnes and liberalitie hatha 

bestowed upon nice. Theirfbre I doe institute, ordaine and make 

^Ltbis my laste will and testament in mctner aud fTorme tbllowinge. 

Bffinte and principallyo I coiiiond my soule into the handes of 

■ Almightie God truetinge by the nierites and death of Uhriale Jesua 

fmlie to bee saved ; and my bodie I comitt to buriatl, to bee buried 

vi*^\n the Churche in Manchester in the Chapell called Jesua 

Cbappell. Item it is my will and mynd that my fftmerall expencea 

sUstbee discharged of my whole goodes; that done, it is my will and 

mynd that tny goodes then sbalbee equaIHe derided into iij partes 

wheirof ODD parte I give and bequeath to An my wife aecordinge to 

the custotue of the countrie ; au other parte I give unto my twoe 

soiies Robarte Birche and William Eirche my yongeste aone; the 

H iij and laste parte I give unto William my yongeste eoiie, excepte 

■pinch legasyes as I shall give lieirafter, to bee taken out of tlie iij 

Vparte, for hee hath been broughtc tipe w'*' litlo charges in eompari- 

■ Bone of ray other children; for my twoe dougbtera Alis and Jenet 

havejiad a hundcrcth mnrkes either of them and more, in money 

and other stuffe. Item it ia my will and mynd, and I pronounce 

I and declare by this my laste will and testament, that the soihe of 
iV^ yearely bee taken forth of the Wood Knowle and the Broad 
jUeadowefor tbeepaceof X yearea, wheirofit ismy will thatvnoablea 
* yeare duringe the space of foure yearea nexte after my decease, 
■»••' Cometh to xx noablee, bee payed to the feoffees of Manchester 
'Scole, and the rest of the some of v pound duringe the tearme afore- 
Bayed, to rcmaine only to my soiie William Birche ; but if William 
Dircho my eoiie bis parte doe amounte and come to the Home of a 
bundereth poundes, then it is my will that William my aoiie shall 
Lll»ve but the one halt'e of the v pound yearelye duringe the tearme of 
E yearea aforesayed. Item it is my will and mynde that George my 
■one and his heyres at any time heirafter, if it please them, shall and 
I tnaye redceme the soiiic of v'' the yearea aforesayed. Item whereas 
I tiie wife of Jamea Holand hath a bill of myne of vij^ or theirabout 
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sod bath not delivered it backe againe nnto mee ; I paired the eaine 
money to hir when I roceaved the money of hir that came from 
Walshoat of London. Item whereas I have been at coastea and 
charges for Edmond Piatt and the landcs belonginge unto bim, 
theiribre it is my will and mynd that William my sone shall Iwva 
the rale and govemement of his landes for that hee is garden 
[guardian] to him by lawe. Item it is my will that George and 
William my aones shall keepa Edmond Plat to learniogo so longeu 
they shall thinke good. Item it is my will that George my eoiie 
doe, accordinge to his promise, quietly permit and suffer my wife to 
have and injoyo twoe parlers or other convenicnte places to her nw 
if shce mcane to continew here and keepe her heare unmarried. 
Item if any treble or eonf rovcrsie happen to arise hetweene my wife 
and cheldren or any of them, I desyre y" my trustie frendea Mr. 
Bobarto Ilulme of Rcdiche, my nephew Mr. James Chethatn. 
William Brownehill and Raphe Houghton or some twoe of y"> to 
doo y^ beste indevouro to make peace and quietnes amwigate them. 
Item I give to George my eone and his heyres theise heirelomw 
followinge as they were lefte to mce : The great garner in the 
bame ; the great steepe kecr ; the yrans in the halle that cam^rom 
Durramc ; the silver salte ; the swino tronglie in the kitchin ; the 
one halie of the harmes and weapons in the house. Item I geve to 
Alis and Jenet my doughters eyther of them a stirke. Item I give 
to foure of George my sone his children the white beapher. Item I 
give to Jhon Whelwrighte my blew coate and lether dohlet, worste 
hyer endes of hoase. a eliirte and a hat. Item I give to Henry 
Wilkensone my better frize coato. Item I give to George Honlme 
iij» iiij'' and Adam Hale iij'iiij^; to Edward Teliare iij* iiij""; to 
George P'sivslI iij' iiij^; to Arnold Blonieley iij' iiij'' ; to Jcrwt 
Hyndsono iij' iiii*!; to Margaret Wilsone iij* iiij*; to Elizabeth 
P'eevall a cowe or els xl»; to Richard Jankens ij»; to Elizabeth 
Hardey xij''. Item it is my will and mynd that my exocutors h«r- 
ofter named shall take order for the payment of my deptes as speere 
in my dept booke w"'in the space of one ycare nexte after my 
decease. And of this my laste will and testament I make Mid 
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Birclie and Robarto Birclie my soiieH ray executorB, 
ttieese beiDge witnesses, Thomas Greatres, George P'sirall, George 
Hulme. 

William Bircli, (lie younger brother of the testator, entered holy 
orders and received ordination from Bishop Ridley tlie martyr. He 
was Chaplain to King Edward VI., and held a license direct from 
the king empowering him to preach or minister in any diocese 
throughout England. In 1560 he was appointed to the Warden- 
ship of Manchester Collegiate Church in the place of Lawrence 
Vaux. The Archbishoprick of York and the Bishoprick of Chester 

Dg then both vacant hie presentation was addressed to the Dean 
id Chapter of York.' He held the Wardonahip for the short 
■pace of one year, aa is generally supposed, when he resigned it to 
the University of Cambridge, and not to the Crown in whom the 
patronage was vested, hoping thus to overawe certain court favourites 
who had tried, under a threat of Becuring his expulsion, to obtain 
bia connivance in the alienation of the lands and revenues of the 
College ; " being weary," as he says in a letter to Archbishop Parker, 
"of continuing in my College with such encumbrance as I have 
thereby, and having no hope to be relieved thereafter of my trouble 
except I betray that College with giving over a lease of the beat 
lands it has, I desire to relinquish it to her Alajesty's disposition, so 
that it may be converted to some College in Cambridge which may 
hereafter send out preachers to inhabit that quarter, and also by the 
rest of the revenue to maintain certain students."^ On resigning 
the Wardenabip he retired to his other preferment, the rectory of 
Stanhope, in the county of Durham, where he died in the year 
576. 

Will of the Rev, William Birch, pastor of Stanhope in Weai-dale : 

In Dei nomine Amen. I William Birche, Pastor of Slanbop, of 
fjerfect memorye in a dekeyed bodie, do maike my last will, 29 
May, anno Chriati nati 1575, as foUowithe. First ! conimitt my 
ff^e and service to Jehuva, hopinge only by Jesu Christ to have full 

IIoUiDgwortb'B ChranicU of Maitehftter, p. 79. 
' FouHdatieBt in Mawsktiler, ToL L pp. 78-82. 
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forgeavenea of my ayanos, reminection of the bodie and Ufe » 
inge. Accordinge as in riches the Lorde hniCb hj his g( 
maide me steward, so nowe I boquithe them unto hym, as br hu 
godlio will he abail guyde my barte to bestowo tbem, Ipse auimum 
et calamum dirigat, 1. To the poor of tiatisheade I geve xP, to bo 
distributed by there collectors or cbu rube wardens, and x" to poors 
handye crafle men, to be distribnted by there pastor, and x* to the 
poorest prisoners in the Castoll in Newcastell, by hym to be also 
distributed with fooJo for there sowle. 2. To the poore prisonere in 
Durham Gaile xx', to bo delivered by a preacher that will geve 
tliem godlie counsell. 3. x" to the poore prisoners in Lancastrc 
Castle. 4, To the poore householders in Stanhop parisbe, to be 
devided by the advise of the next pastor and two cburchwarduns 
and minister, iij''. 5. To sx poore householders, not common 
beggerB, xx% in Durham, by tho counsell of the minister of St. 
Oswold'a and St. Gyles, as be not unthrifts, and xx' to poore begyn- 
nera, craftsmen, to sett upp there occupation. 6. To xx poore 
wedowB or dekeyed artificers in Manchester and Sawforde xl', to 
every one ij' not unthrifte. 7. To xx poore maidens in Manchester 
parishe, towards there manage iij' iij^ a peico. 8. To neidful briggi 
or highe waies within thre myle of Bjrche my brother's bouse iij' to 
be bestowed, out of his grounds, as lie or his sonne, G. Bircbe, 
supposeth hkelye. xl' to poore craftesmcn, beginners to sett up there 
occupation in Manchester parish or Stopperde. 9. To the porest 
Bchollers of the Lattyne speiuhe in the Grammar Scholle in Durham 
aud Houghton xl' to xxij' a peico. 10. To xx poore schollers in 
Lattcn in Manchester Schole as moch, that is, xK H, To ten poor in 
Stopperd x% or so mochc rather to tyve. 12. To eight poore and 
likely BchoUera in St. John's Colledge or Clarehall in Cambridge 
iiij' X' a piece ; and other iiij' to scboUera in Oxforde, to be delyvcred 
by two good men of the Universities, 13. To Richerd Dalton, my 
Bcholler there, I geve vj' to maynetaine liym at learninge. 14. My 
will is that theis legaces shall be delivered, aa is before said, within 
a yere after my departinge, except that the gjfta to maids msriago 
be in two yeres, viz. iij'. 15. To Anthony, George and Edwvd 
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FHigins, my sister Elizabetli^s three children, x' a piece, in boll xxx'. 
16, To tlirce otlier her childringe, for learainge also, William, 
Thomag and Robert Beech, xxx', that Ib x" a piece. 1 7. To William 
Browhill my sister Agnes' sonnc, x'. 18, To Robert Bircbe, my 
eldest brother's cbilde, for learninge, as to the other aeaven before of 
my nepbe§, x'. 19. To his eldest sonne, my nephe\T, also a student 
in the lawes, vj' and Titus Liviua. 20. To William, my brother 
George^s sonne, towards learningo, x'. 21. To his other children 
smonge them vj'. 22. To George, my brother, Fabiani Chronicle, 
ftod vj sylver spoones of myne, that he baithe in kcpinge. 23. To 
the rest of my Hisier Ana children x' amonge them cqualUe. S-J. To 
the other children of my brother Thomas viij' equallye, and Uaufe 
to have James Pilkingfona, the BuBsliop of Diu-ham, thre hooka, all 
in one bunden booke, that nowe I have. 25. To my brother 
Thomas, to bo an heir lowrao, my Geneva Bible, there printed in 
Englishe, and the sylver bear pott, parcel gilte, covered, that cost 
Uij'. Also Munsters Cosmographie, in Latten, for George, his 
Ronne. 2C. To the doughtera of my aister Elizabeth x', that ia to 
his [flic] eldest, Elizabeth, iiij', and to the other two iij' a peice. 27. 
To my ant Mosse, or j-f she be not, to John and Anno Mosae xx". 
28, To my ant Becke, Nicholas, Thomas Becke, Cicily Holande, 
my cosinga, x> for a token in gold ; the holl xl». 29. To my ueigh- 
boura at Birehe, 4 as greave, ij' vj^ a peice. To Raufe Barche 
y* ^^1 ■*' '''^ childo, 30. To the poorest in Risshum amongst them 
T». 31. To the poorest in Wj-thinlon v". To the poorest in 
Didisbury v. 32. To Kobert Bewicke of Durham ij' vj-". 33. To 
my trustie servant John Johnson, at Scdgefeilde, iiij' and my best 
Lattyn Testament, with Beza'a notes. To the other John Johnson, 
of Stanhop, iiij' x". To Richard Rawlinge, minister, who with 
Johnsons, might helpe to gether my debts iiij' and Inst. Calvin. To 
Richard Jackson, minister, my Greike and Lattyn Testament with 
Erasmus's Annotations ; Aristotella Moral Philosophic of Argiroplea 
Translation, with an epitome before it; Metamorphosis of Ovid, 

L.vith a Commentary, and Ovidius de Fastis, with a lardge Comment. 
. To John Peirson and his wyfe, my wyves servants, vj' viij*. 
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To Richard Puraglove iij». To Ewen Halliwell ij'. 35. The test 
of my Englialie book§ to be goven to mon and childrea of Stanhop 
parishe and Durham, that can reid, except that if my brother 
desireth A Replye to Mr. D' Whltgifte, by Thomaa Cartewrighto, ia 
Kaufe Wedowes booke, deljver with yt to hj-ni Roderike Mora and 
Al, Nowell a{,'ain8t Doniian, My books of the Lawes of tliia 
Bealme 1 leave to Tliomas my brother, for his children as he 
thinketb, or to George his sonne, for bym and brethren. 36. The 
seaven newe volomes of Civill Lawe I govo to Anthony Higffiiu, 
with the Annotations of Budieua upon tlie Pandects. The Canon 
Lawe books to G. Higgina. 37. All Greeke and Hebrowe books 
or halfe Greke and Hebrewe, to William and Tho. Beech. Plato, 
in Laltyn, to go with Greeke Plato ; and Latton parts of Aristotle 
to go with the Greeke. 38. To William Browell the books of 
Erasmus, with Melancthon's Logike and Bhot., Cicero's Works to 
Edward HiggiuB, IjOgiko, Arithmetike, Coemographie and books of 
Astronomy in Latten, and the poets, 39. To Eobert Birche all 
books of profane and ecclesiastical! histories, as the Fyre Centuries, 
in three volumes, Sledane, Eusebiiis. My Latten Gramer books to 
be geven to three poore Latten schollers at any grammar scholia. 
40, All my Lattyn Divinilie books to be geven to those of my 
nephews that first be teat-hers in tho Ecclesiastical 1 Mtnisterey. 
Seneca and Buda^us de Oontemptu rerum fortuitanim to Richard 
Dalton. The fyrst gyft of some books before sheweth that I meane 
not of them in lardger wordes after. 41. If dowtes in thea legacee, 
I gevo to my executors aucthoritie to do as by godlio discretion they 
shall thinke good, and dare aoswcro before that Judge that aeith our 
mynde, before which Jesua Christ all must appeared and thoughe 
over the foneralls, debts and legaces paid, all goods be the executors, 
yet my will I do declaire to be, that yf the part remayning be greit, 
tliey shall of the remayning parte help poore neighbours, partlye by 
guifts and partlye by lending freelye to the necdye, especialye the 
godlye, for they ar but stuerds, under God, the true Owner, and I 
was nod am. The disposers, beslowera and executors of this my 
last will and testament I maike and appoiute my brother Thomas or 
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Sonne George for hyra, yf he be not ley vinge or not very wiHinge 
to cxceut; and with the one of tliom my other brother, George 
Birche; or, yf George be not leyvinge, I appoiut Anthony Iliggins 
mecutor, prayinge my executors to agree and let not my goods 
trewlie gotten to heipe, be an occaBion to hurte tliem or others. 
Subscriptio confirmat hoc esse Testameutum. 

GdLIELMUS BlRCB. 

Teatis Kichardus Rawlinge. Probat. sxx mensis Novembris anno 
pomini 1575.' 

On the death of Thomas Birch Gent, in 1 535, he was succeeded, 

already intimated, by his eldest son George Bircll. 

George Birch added to the original extent of the family estate by 
bis raarriago with Anne, daughter and heiress of John Bamford 
Gont., and tlie consequent annexation of the Holt demesne in 
Witbington, as well as other lands. 

At the time of tlicir carriage they stood to each other in the 
■elation of step-brother and sister, the mother of the latter having 
Mcendy become the second wife of Thomas Birch, the father of 
George Birch. 

He died, as appears from his inventory, in 160], and was buried 
«t tho Collegiate Church, February 15, leaving issue George Birch 
bis eldest son, William, Thomas, John, Edmund and James. 

His inventory, "taken and praised" the 24th day of February 
.1601, shows the value of bis goods and chattels to have been 
iflQl 5b. lOd.; among the items which occur are the following: — 
Jn apparell for bis bodie vj'' ; item In bookes xl' ^ item in pewter 
^Ixxij poundes at vj'^ a pound xx.<Vj> ; item a bakspitte, a fleshooke, 
^ tostinge irons and ij fringe-pans; item a pair of bellies xvj^; item 
jj chers and iiij stols wrought with aeeld work xxxiij' viij'' ; item a 

se of trenchers ij'. 

Shortly after ber husband's death the widow executed a deed 
.bearing date February 12, 1602, settling all the lands she inherited 
irom her late father John Bamford upon her oldest son George Birch 
«nd bis heirs, subject however to a life interest in a house and 
' 8urt«« Bocietj'i Publicstions, Tol. «ii, pp. ox-cxi». 
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certain lands called the Forty Acres to the use of her Bon William 
Dirch ; and also a life interest in a tenement id the parish of Mid- 
dleton, in the tenure of John Kay, and one close in Spotland called 
Smythie Seholfeild, to the use of her son Thomas Birch; and also 
of a lifo intercEt in a terement in tlio parish of Rochdale, in the 
tenure of Robert Ghndwick, to the use of her son John Birch i and 
as to the remainder of her lands the same to bo to herself for her 
life ; and all these several uses ended, the whole of hor inheritance 
to go to the use of her eldest son George Birch and his heirs for ever. 
She married secondly Francis Dukinfield. 

On the death of George Birch ic 1601, he was succeeded by hie 
eldest son George, who had not attained his full age. In his minor- 
ity he was committed to the guardianship of one of tlie Mosiej-s. 
He tnarrieil shortly afterwards, in 1606, Anne, daughter of Ellis 
Hey of Monkshall io the parish of Eccles, Gent. The marriage 
settlement is dated September 30, 1606, and speaks of the marriage 
as having then already taken place. The contracting parties are 
George Birch of Birch Hall in Withiugtou Gent, on the one part, 
and Ellis Hey of the Moukes Hall in Eccles Gent, aud Adam Smith 
of Manchester, mercer, on the other part. Tho deed witnesses that 
George Birch does covenant and grant to and with the said Ellis 
Heye and Adam Smith fur and in consideration of a marriage 
already had and solemnized between tlie said George Birch and 
Anne his now wife, daughter of the said Ellis Hey, and for and in 
consideration of the sum of ^300 already p.iid and to be paid by tlie 
said Ellis Hey to the said George Birch, and in consideration of the 
better maintenance and stay of livtiig of the said Anne, wife of the 
said George Birch, and for the assuring and conveying of a compe- 
tent and sufficient jointure tp the use of the said Anne, tljat he tho , 
said George Birch shall aud will before the Feast of Kaster next i 
convey and assure unto the said Ellis Hey and Adam Smith all tbat | 
part and |)ortioD of the capital messuago or tenement calle<l Bireh ' 
Hall in Witbington, aud all aud every the 6elds, closes, clausurai [ 
and parcels of land hereafter named, that is to say the Barn Field, 
the Two Oaks, the Seven Acres, the Five Acres, the Long Small I 
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Meadow, tlio Tlirea Acres, the Old Marled Earth, tho Wood Field, 
lie Wheat Croft, the Fall, the Pighowt and the Calf Croft, to the 

» and behoof of the said (ieorge Birch and his assigns for and 
during the term of hia natural life ; and after the death of the said 
George Birch, then to the use and behoof of the said Anne, wife of 
file said George Birch, for tho term of ber life, in lieu and In full 
Btisfaction of all and every her dower and jointure during the 
ntinority of any heir male that may issue, and so long as she keep 
licrself unmarried ; but if any heir male should attain the age of 
twenty-one years in Ihe life-time of the said Anue Birch, or if the 
t&id Anne Birch marry again then tho estate to be forfeited and to 
be fharged with an annual payment of ^30 for her use. 

By this marriage Goorgo Birch had issue an only son, Thomas 
Birch, his successor, and a daughter Anne, married in 1 629 to John, 
Mon and heir of John Kinsey of Blackden in the county of Chester 
;tient. Her marriage-portion " was ■£'300, being in lewe and full 
recompcnce and satiBtacron of her childea pte and filiall por^n of 
Vie goodes and chattells" of her deceased father. 

George Birch died in 1611, having scarcely reached the age of 
thirty years. Hia will is dated July 28, 1611. He describes himself 
B of Hindley Birche in tho county of Lancaster gentleman, " sicke 
in bodye but of good and pYect remembrance, thankes be given to 
God." First and principally he commends his soul into the hands 
of Almighty God, trusting to be saved by the blood-shedding and 
|»t)eioii of Jesus Christ ; and hia body he commits to the earth to 
be buried in Jesns Chapel in Manchester Church. He gives and 
bequeaths towards the repairing of the said Jesus Chapel ten shil- 
imgs, To Elizabeth Parsivall ho gives ten shillings; and to tho 
poor of Manchester parish ton shillings. To EUis Chadwick of tho 
'iparish of Rochdale ho hequeaths forty shillings. And touching the 
'jeet and residue of all his goods, debts and chattels, his will and 

ind is that they shail be equally divided into three parts, whereof 
he reserves one part to himself, the second bo bequeaths to Anne 
'Birch hie wife, and the third he gives to Anne Birch hia daughter. 
He charges his own third part with the payment of hia legacies and 
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fuaerol expenseH ; and the rest and residue of tbU Iiis tbird part he 
bequeaths in equal portions to bis wife and ctiilJ. His will and 
mind ia that " my brother James Bircbe shall have all that helongetb 
unto biin uppon accoinpt paid unto bim w^'in the space of one yeore 
after my deceaaso." He gives to bis brother Wilham Birch his beet 
cloak, and to Thomas Birch his brother his cloak best but one ; all 
the rest and residue of his apparel to be divided amongst his 
brothers. He gives to Mr. Dcane of Ripone one gowne and cloth 
to cover the pulpit n'^'all. And of this his last will and testament 
he makes, constitutes and ordains Mr. Anthonie Higgena, Dean of 
!Ri]}on, Eilis Hey his father-in-law, and Anne Birch his wife his 
true and lawful executors. The will was proved at Chester October 
16, 1611. The inventory of his goods and chattela was under £200. 
The inquisition post mortem of George Birch, the toetator, was 
taken at Manchester on Thursday September 9, 1613, before 
Edward Rigbie Esquire, Eschaetor, by virtue of a writ of the king 
to him directed, on the oaths of Robert Ashton of Shepley Gent., 
Edmund Haworth of Haworth Gent., Francis Wolstenholrae of 
Wolstenholme Gent., James Hall of Droylsden Gent,, Ralph Buttor> 
worth of Woldhouae (?) Gent., Edmund Whitehead of Uirchen . . ■ 
Gent., Richard Bury of Gooden Gent., John Chadwick of Wolsten- 
holme Gent., John Ashton of Herod Gent., Robert Bardesley of 
Asbton-under-Line Gent., Richard Lenny of Rochdale Gent., 
George Buckley of Whitefield Gent., Joseph Scholes of Chadderton 
Gent., Henry Bamford of Shore Gent., and Thomas Bradshawe of 
Salford Gent., jurors; who say upon their oaths tliat on the day 
before the death of the said George Birch he was seised in hi* 
demesne as of fee, of and in two parts of two messuages called fiircb 
Hall, two cottages, three gardens, two orchards, forty acres of land, 
twenty acres of meadow, sixty acres of pasture and ten acres of 
wood, in Birch and Ruaholme within Withington in the county of 
Lancaster ; and also of and in the reversion of a tliird part of the 
aforesaid messuages, cottages, gardens, &c. in Birch and Rusholme 
as aforesaid, after the death of Anne Dokonfield, wife of Francis 
Dokenfield Gent., mother of the aforesaid George Birch deceaaod. 
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Liid that the Raid George Birch was sciaod in hia demesDe as of fee 
kiid in eight acres of wood in Withington, lately occupied with a 
rtaiu messuage called The Ilolt, in Withington aforesaid ; and of 
md in a moiety of three nieasuagea, three gardens and three tofts in 
Hancheatcr aforesaid. The inquisition next recites the marriage 
covenant of George Birch already given, and then proceeds to say 
that the said George Birch, being seised of all and every the afore- 
aid premises, died at Eccles on the 22nd day of August, 9 James I. 
|(16n), and that Thomas Birch is son and heir of the aforesaid 
^e. and is at the time of the taking of this inquisition of the age 
■of iive years and four months ; and that the said messuages, lands 
ikod tenements in Birch and Kusholmo within the manor of 
ftWilhiugtou are held, and at the time of the decease of the said 
korge Birch were held of Rowland Moaley Escguire as of bia manor 
f Withington, in free socage, by fealty and a rent of three shillings 
' and twopence ; and that the premises named in the aforesaid inden- 
ture are worth yearly in all outgoings clear of deductions twenty 
ahillingB ; and that tlie rest of the premises in Withington are worth 
_,ye&rly in all outgoings, &c., forty shillings ; and that the aforesaid 
mde and tenements in Withington, lately occupied with the afore- 
aJd messuage called The Holt, is held of the said Rowland Mosley 
" iquire as of his manor of Withington, by knight's service, namely, 
f the fiftieth part of a knight's fee and a rent of twopence, and is 
rarth yearly in all outgoings, &c., six shillings and eightpencs ; and 
lat the aforesaid messuages and lands in Munchestor are held of 
tbe said Rowland Mosley Esquire as of his manor of Mauchester, 
f^y knight's service, namely by the fiftieth part of a knight's fee and 
a yearly rent of twelve pence ; and at the time of the death of the 
said George were held of Sir Nicholas Mosley, now deceased, as of 
his manor of Manchester a like payment, and are worth yearly in 
1 outgoings, &c., ten shiUings. And the aforesaid jurors further 
^y that the said Anno Birch widow, late wife of the said George 
rch, is now surviving and in full life at Manchester ; and that the 
lid Anne, wife of the aforesaid Francis Dokenliold, is surviving 
ind in full life at Manchester ; and that the aforesaid Anne and 
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the aforesaid Ellis Hey have received the outgoiugs and profits of 
the latidsj tcnenieuts and prouiises from the time of the death of 
the aforesaid George up to the day of the taking' of this iDqui^ition. 
And the jurors further eay that the aforesaid George Birch had no 
other or more manors, messuages, lands, tenements or heredita- 
ments, on the day of his death as far as they could ascertain. 

Tlioraaa Biruh, on succeeding to the estates of the family at the 
death of his father, had but attained the age of three years. Ha was 
born in 1608, and baptised at Ecclea on the 5tb of June in that year. 
He lived in the eventful days of Charles I., and in the civil diasen- 
Bious of that unsettled period espoused the popular side. At the 
cominonconient of the war ho ofl'ercd his active services to the Par- 
liament, and on the 13th of June 1 642 received from Lord Wharton 
his commission as captain in a regiment of foot. On the l.'ith of 
January following, a circumstance occurred which brought him in 
collision with one of the rojalist leaders Lord Strange, aftervrarda 
Earl of Derby, and laid the foundation of a personal hostility to that 
nobleman, which was never afterwards extinguished. On the 
occasion of a banquet given in Manchester to Lord Strange, a number 
of adherents to the royalist cause accompanied him thither, — the 
high sheriff, Lord Molinenx, Sir Alexander Kadcliife, Sir Gilbert 
Hoghton, Mr. Holt of Stublcy, Mr. Farrington, Mr. Prestwich, 
Mr. Tildesley, &c. It is probable that this assemblage had some 
political significance, and was an expression of sympathy towards 
Lord Strange, whose recent appointment by the king to the lieute* 
nancy of the county had been annulled by the parliament in favour 
of their own partisan Lord Wharton. Be this as it may, they were 
met by an armed baud, beaded by Captain Birch, who disputed 
their passiige, and gave orders to his inen to Bre upon them. This, 
the rain (which was falling heavily at the time) prevented, puttiug 
out their matches, and the royalists taking courage repelled the 
attack, and forced their assailants to disperse. Captain Birch biding 
himself imder a cart which happened to be standing in the etreet. 
This event gained for him the sobriquet of " Lord Derby's carter," 



ANCIENT CIIAFEL OF DIBCII. 



01 



■nJ is tlie ciuBo aaaigned by Seacombe' for Birch's malice towards 

Lord Derby, which, whenever an opportunitj' occurred, was too 

apparent to pass unnoticed. On the 14th of December in that year 

be received from Lord VVhartou hla commisaioa oa major in the 

regiDieat of Colonel Ralph Aeaheton. His first distinction was hia 

Buccess before Preston on the 13th of February 16i3, which town 

■ he and bis companions in arms, Major-General Sir John Seaton, 

^KColonel Holland, Major Sparrow and Captain Booth carried by 

^ntonu. Their march thither was from Manchester on the 10th 

^bistant, and tlieir forces consisted of three companies of foot, to 

H^hich about double that number of troops was added from Bolton 

Ptoid Blackburn. The assault lasted for two honre, and was attended 

with considerable loss on both sides. Amongst the killed were 

Adam Morte, mayor of Preston, and his son ; Captain Hoghton 

(brother of Sir Gilbert Ilogbton), Major Purvey, &c. Tho prisoners 

numbered two hundred, including Captain Farrington, Captain 

Preston, Mr. George Talbot (son of Sir John Talbot), Mr. Richard 

Fleetwood, Mr. Blundoll, Mr. Thomas Hoghtou and Captain 

Uoghton (nephews of Sir Gilbert Hoghton), Lady Iloghton and 

Lady Girlington. From Preston Major Birch proceeded to Lan- 

eaeter, which surrendered to him almost without resistance. 

On the 15th of March following he was appointed colonel of a 
Ktt regiment by Fcrdinando Lord Fairfax, and in April he w&s 
Kiamed as one of the committee of sequestrations for Lancashire, 
"^fisr sequestering the estates of notorious delinquents." In June 
•XGH the town of Liverpool, stormed by Prince Rupert, was retaken 
fter the lapse of a few days by the parliamentary forces, and Colonel 
Birch was appointed governor. 

For the next five years his name does not occur in any of the 
enterprises undertaken. His connection with Liverpool continued 
unbroken, and in October 1^49 he was elected to represent that 
constituency in parliament in place of Sir Richard Wynn deceased. 
About this time his duties as sequestrator brought him into con- 
ict with Humphrey Chetham, the founder, and that in relation to 
' Hmue of Sta»Uy, p. 133. 
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hia then contemplated foundation. Having matured bia plans, Mr. 
Cbetliam waa desirous of purchaeing certain lands in Mnnclieeter 
called the College, late the property of the Earl of Derby, but then 
under sequestration ; and to this end be applied to the committee 
for sequestrations, to whom a petition was addressed, and the follow- 
ing answer prepared : — Whereas there is a bowse and outhowseing 
with tb' appurtenances in Manchester, called tho Colledge, which 
was sequestrod as parte of the inheritance of the Earle of Derbie, the 
which have yeilded noe profit to the publickc duringe tho tyme the 
same hath bin soquestred nor is likelio to doe unles the same beo 
repaired which will require a great sume of money, the sanic beinge 
very ruinous and in greate decay as wee are informed ; and whereas 
Humfrey Clietham Esquiie bath desired the same to bee eniployed 
for a pious use, viz' for an babitaton for some poore children or aged 
and inlinne ould follies, which bee intends to manteine and provide 
tor at his owne costes and charges, and will make the same or some 
partes thereof habitable and fitte for that purpose; — Wee whose 
names are subscribed of the comittco of sequestracona for the countie 
of Lancaster, bsinge willinge to further aoe good a worke, doe give 
way and leave soe farre as in us lyes to the said Mr. Cbetliam lo 
have and use the said cuUedge bowse with th' appurtenances to and 
for the use and jturpoHe aforesaid ; wbereunto wee doe the rather 
consent for that wee are thereunto soUicited by some of the cheifo 
inliabitantes of the townes of Manchester aforesaid and Salfbrd in 
tho said countie of Lancaster, In witnes whereof wee have hereunto 
set our bandes the tentbo daie of September anno Dni lt)49. 

Tliis document was signed by I'etor Egertou, Jolin Starkie, 
Thomas Fell and Edward Dutterworth, On its being submitted lo 
Colonel Birch for bis signature, he refused to append it unlosa Mr. 
Chetham would pledge himself to apply the premises named to tbo 
purpose indicated ; he therefore returned the paper, having Ant 
inscribed on the margin the following memorandum: — September 
20tb 16W. I, Humphrey Chetbem Esquire, do undertake to main- 
tfiine twentic poore people at tho colledge, viz. aged pcrsoiu w*** 
[blank] ev'ie one p ann. and younge boyns lo Icarningc w'*" nJlow- 
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mce of [blank] p ann. tfur w*'' purpose I will atftlc a durable and 
mstant estate of tlits vnliie out of lands for ever as assurance to that 
nrpoae may be tLyught fitt and drnwne up by couucell learned in 
pUie Uwes. In pnce and witnca of [bluDk], 

This insolent dictation led to a temporary abandonment of Mr. 
Chetham'a design, that worthy individual justly regarding Colonel 
Bireh'a refusal as a suspicion that his motives were corrupt. The 
original document is still preserved in the Chetbam library. Bc- 
aeath Colonel Birch's proposal, which has been cut out but after- 
vardfl restored, are two e^iplanatory memoranda : — Mem. That the 
ferementioned tcrmes and conditions were pposed by Mr. Tho. Birch 
or Birch Chappell to Mr. Ohethaui when James Lightbowne &,c, 
were sent to the said Tho. Birch for his hand aud consent (hse 
^ing then a comitlee man for sequestration) \v^^ euid pposalla when 
iUr. Chetliam saw them was niucli oSended that Mr. Birch should 

B 8oe lordly to coinand ov^ soe charitable an intention, and there- 
fore did refuse to buy the collcdge. 

Mem. When Majo' Radcliff one of y" ffeofees saw the ahove*^ 
Mwcie pposell of the said Tho. Birtch, hoe cutt it forlh as may app', 
yi*^ is still p'served that if this in after ages bee taken notice of it 
may an<l will appeare that always tho greatest prctendere for refor- 
mation doe not prove reformers. 

The whole is endorsed, — " The Order ffor the Colledg from tho 
Comittee hindred by Mr. Birtch. Let this be kept for a lasting 
monument." 

On the 5th of November 16-19 Colonel Birch again rendered him- 
lelf conspicuous as a seciueaf rator by a forcible attempt to seize upon 
lliD revenues of tlie Church of Manchester. Warden Heyrick having 
nfused to give up peaceable possession. Colonel Birch placed himself 
lA the bead of a company of soldiers, and having broken open the 
^oor of the chapter house, compelled the surrender of the charter 
■best, the contents of which, says Walker, " were sent up to 
[lOndon, where they perished in the (ire, to the great dctrirneut of 
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Colonel Birch's name next appears in the inoutb of February 
following as governor of Liverpool, when he subniittod to the House 
of Comraona a proposition for raising the necessary funds for 
strongthening the garrison of Liverpool. The flum of /"eoo had 
been already voted for that purpose, and Colonel Birch's recommen- 
dation to parliament was "that power may he given to the said 
Thomas Birch, Captain William Buckenfield, Peter Anihrose and 
Giles Meadowcroft, Gentlemen, or any two of them, to grant and 
renew so many leases for three lives, according to former rates, nnto 
flnch of the Earl of Derby's tenants in Lancashire who have Ciith- 
fully adhei-ed to the parliament in the late wars, as may fortbnrith 
raise and extend to the sum of -f 600, by the said Colonel Birch to 
be employed for the use aforesaid."' 

In December llioO, by a. vote of the House, arrears of pay to the 
amount of ^1,805 13s. 8d. were awarded to Colonel Birch, being 
after the rate of iiHeen shillings a day as captain, twenty-four 
shillings as major, and forty-five shillings as colonel. It does not, 
however, appear that this sum, though awarded, was actually paid ; 
for In January 1651-2 reference is again made to it as still owing, 
and as being about to be allowed to him ''as so much doubled 
monies in the purchase of any lands of delinquents." 

The year IffSl was memorable to Colonel Birch as affording him 
the long sought tor opportunity of retaliating on Lord Strange (now 
Earl of Derby) for the discomfiture he had already suffered at his 
hands. After the disastrous battle of Worcester, the earl retracing 
his steps towards Lancashire, on his way thither encoimterod a 
troop of the enemies' horse, by whom he was taken prisoner. " The 
terms on which he surrendered were that ho should have quarter 
given him for Hfo, and condition for honourable usage; but being 
now in his enemies' hands, Bradshaw, Rigby and Birch design him 

to bo a victim to their inveterate malice Birch, because his 

lordship had trailed him under a hay-cart at Manchester, by which 
ho got even among his own party the deserved epithet of the Earl of 
Derby's carter. These three, assisted by Sir Uiohard HoughtOD, 

' Commoiie' Journais, to]. W. pp, 356'~. 
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i^reBODting to Cromwell how uneafe it would be not only to that 
louiitry but to the whole nation to suffer that man to live, got a 
lommission to try him by a pretended court-martial, the result of 
which was that he was beheaded at Bolton,"' October 15, 1651. 

In the month of November lfj51, within a few days of the Earl of 
Derby's execution, Colouela Birch and Duliinfield were despatched 
9 the Isle of Man to summoa the countess, who had escaped thither 
ir refuge, to surrender the island for the use of the parliament. On 
the 2nd of November they stormed the Castle of Kushin and Peter 
(bstle, and by the treachery of an officer named Christian, to whom 
Sie deceased earl had committed the keeping of his wife and 
Cibildren, the island was surrendered, and the countess and her 
children were given up to the invaders, who refused her request that 
iu might be permitted to retire to Peel Castle, and with her family 
thence to embark to France or Holland.^ They were conveyed in 
flie first instance to the castle of Liverpool, where Colonel Birch was 
T gaoler, but were afterwards sent to Chester Castle as a place of 
greater security. 

Id 1653 Colonel Thomas Birch was again returned by the consti- 
tuency of Liverpool, in Cromwell's second parliament, which met on 
ttie 4th of July. Their deliberations were but short, the session 
being abruptly terminated by its dissolution on the 12th of the 
following December. Id the succeeding parliament the name of 
Colonel Thomas Birch appears, and again as the representative for 
I Liverpool. This was the parliament which conferred on Cromwell 
the title of Lord Protector ; its sitting terminated January 22, 1 656. 
I September 1656 he was again returned for Liverpool, but was 
lot permitted to take his scat, the Lord Protector having exercised 
1 assumed right of rejecting such of the members elected as were 
wholly favourable to his news, Colonel Birch being of the 
mber. In common with the other secluded members (upwards of 
% hundred) he signed the remonstrance to the Protector. Hia name 
tppears in the parliftmont summoned by Richard Cromwell, which 
t m 16o9 ; and on the 4th of July in that year, after the reading 
' Stucambe't Smut ef SIomU^, pp. Ui-U!,. ' Ibiil, pp. lU-lM. 
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of a long report about the demolitioa of the castle of Livarpoid. 
whereia Colonel ^V3ItoD reports from the Council of State that it 
will be for the eervioo of the State that the eaid caetle be doroolifilied 
and made untenable, together with the walls and towers ; it was 
reeolvod that this house doth agree with the Council of State tlint 
the eoGtle of Liverpool and the walls thereof be demolished and the 
towers made untenable, and that £So mentioned io the report as 
the estimated value of the lead and materials thereof be forthwith 
paid unto Walter Fro3t, Esquire, for the. use of the Commonwealth, 
and that the dwelling-house therein with the site and materia of 
the said castle ho conveyed unto Colonel Thomas Birch and his 
heirs in consideration of the demolishing thereof and tor recomponco 
of his charges therein,' On the 11th of August he received per- 
mission from the House to go into the country, and on the 2Snd of 
that mouth a letter from him was read before the House, written 
from Northwich in Cheshire, announcing the defeat of Sir George 
Booth, in which affair it is presumed Colonel Birch was engaged. 
He is found also on several committees about this time, for reviving 
the Juriadiction of the counties palatine of Chester and Lancaster, 
and for settling the militia of London, on which latter committee 
Colonel John Birch his kinsman was one of his associates. It docs 
not appear that he had a seat in parliament after the Bestoration ; 
his name only occurs in relation to a past transaction, involving the 
privileges of parliamcut : — On the 30th of June 1660 Sir Ralph 
Assheton acquainted the House that a person who sat in Uio last par- 
liament took a bond of .f 100 for the doing of some particular eervico 
in the House ; upon which it was resolved that Sir Ralph AssbetOD 
he required to name the pcrsou ; whereupon Sir Italph Asslicton 
named Thomas Birch of Liverpool.^ 



1 Colonel Birrh for aae light 



' Commoni' Journals, rol. vii. j>. 701-. 

' The iDiuUr-rolk of this date contain an order c 
hoTM. Tho BUmmonB addruted to liim is B* foUovi: 

Sj Tertuc of a vtnrr' undor y' hand Btid lenlc of j' Right houerabU Cliarlra Barl* ] 
of Dcrbj, dnted ^"^ Octobrii iaslitut, to us diroctsd and a Ibt thi<nmiito • 
whcreb; jo* am churgad icitli one light bone, jo* arc hercbr roqulrud to tUtnitli aod J 
atmd out j' aaid liglit liorie oompleatlj nrncd and in oil po;nt«« Qtt for leirice, h>f* I 
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Thus cIoBeil the publiii career of Colonel TLomaif Uirch as far as 
I now be gatliered. He lived for some yeara after his retirement, 
|D(t died in 1 678, in the aevcnty-firat yoar of his age. His inventory' 
I dated August 14, ](i78. It estimates the "value of bis goods 
|t)d chattels" at ^184 ISs. lid., but contains nothing entitling 
) a mor« extended notice. We may form, however, some 
Idea of the size of Birch Hall, the residence of the family, in 
lolonel Birch's time, from an onumoration of the apartments which 
^e inventory euppliea : — The hnll, the garden parlour, the little 
irloar. the whil« ubamber, the middlemost room, the painted 
, the dining room, the red chamber, Mrs. Birch's chamber, 
pld Mrs. Birch's chambor, the yellow chamber, the old wench's 
lamber.^ 

•ndn'oiu at Burj on Thuwdnj Uio IS" of Uiis iustact October by ono of the clocka 
arme, there to twviro fortLer ordors from TboDiaB Greeoeliaulgli Esq** 
o ia Bppo^lud Ihuir oaptaina, and yo" are further required to send tcltb four sayd 
e 30 dajea |«y rifter S* p' diom i hereof faila not nt jour pcrill. — Giteo under 
irhandoa thu U'" day of October 1660. 

Tour lor. friends 

HbKBY WbIOLEY > TT l /^ . Ll 

Tl.o.aK,w™ JH»l.C.n.l.bl». 
it Oollonell Birdi, tLpisc p'geot. 
' Tbe will of Culono! Bircb ie not to be foond eitlict in the Diocesan B^utry of 

it At Doctor's CauiinouH ; uor U nuy copy of it known to ojLiBt. 
' Bireli Hall aa it uow is, if not nltogethcr modem, lias yet boon so modcmiied oi 
lo pieeent no jenturei of attraetion to tbe antiquarian inToatigaCor. Portions of tlta 
ori^sl rtructure yet romiiining shorn it to haio been ono of the black and white 
ludf-timbcTed housn so comoiaD in Lancosfain?. 

From a M8. in the autograph of Colonel Biroh it appears that Uio diitanco between 
Siroh Chapel aud the Collogiato Church of Manchester was about four miles. This 
WM in IWO, whaii the route lay oror Ardwiok Grcon. Maccho 9tb 1610. A truo and 
— f'Csetc note of the diitaneo bctweno Bircho Ohappoil and the Churche of Maochestcr 
~ ir & yeotdes and aa halfe to tbo pole and 330 poles to a mill', bcingo cueusured the 
isy snd yean above writtcD, the ordinorio lone way thorough BircbaU Qbuld, and so 
'o Atdwiek Orocue ; — it is in nil just i miles and S2 poles, vie. 
' IGnt to the yate gowing out of the mcdowe into the Inno bj the horsepoolc from 
the Chappull is 80 poles, w^*" is a q't' of a mile. 
TbeDce to the yato goniago out of Anne Edgos ITould is another q't*. 
f Theneelo thoBrouko short of RuahohDO is halfo omilc^nll w" make oumile. 
) TbeDCC to the midle of the greeno is at Ed. Bcguleyes boutc ia 1 q'l'. 
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He married in October 1623 Alice, eldest daughter of Thomu 
Brooke of Norton in the county of Clieater Esq., and by her had 
issue Thomas Birch his eldest son, George, Matthew, Andrew, and 
Peter the twin brother of Andrew, of whom more hereafter; and 
five daughters, Aune wife of Alexander Bigby of Bnrgh Esq^ 
Alice wife of John Robinson of Bruckshaw Esq., Ellena wife of 
Thomas Hotcroft of Hurst Esq., Mary and Deborah. 

His wife survived him, dying iu 1697. Her will is dated 
Septeaiber 23, 1 696, and is as IbllowB : — In the name of God amen. 
I, Alice Birch, widdow of Thomas Birch Esquire of Birch in Lan- 
cashire, being in perfect memory and understanding but decaied in 
strength, doc upon the twenty-third day of September 1696, make 
this my last will and testament, revoking all others whatsoever. 
First I humbly commend luy soul to God who gave it, iu sure and 
certain hopes of his itiercifuU acceptance through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ our only mediator and advocate. And as for my body 
I desire it may be decently interred by my late beloved husband at 
the discretion of my executor. Item I do hereby constitute, appoint 
and declare my son George Birch, now living with me, to be my 
true and lawful! executor to all intents and purposes, to demand and 
receive all rights, profits and emoluments v^^ shall be due unto me, 
and to discharge all due debts and claims to which I am subject at 
my death. Item I give and bequeath to my well beloved children 
now surviving or that sliall survive at my decease, to each a gold 
ring of twenty shiliings value, to he kept in memory of me their 

Thenco to Tho: Shelroordino hia Brickkilne is nnotbor 1 q't'. 

Thence to the liltlo Flnltmgo birj^oad John DBTioe home is 1 q't'. 

Tbence to the furthcpt Irra in Baplie HudsoDs furthest fcUd upon the right hand ff 

1 q't', w'*' niBkes nnothpr milo — tiu. S miles. 
SroED thenco to Edtvard RicUardson alias Wolworko his hoiue m no come to Arf- 

wicke Groeao is 3 q't" of a mile and 48 poles. 
From Edward Wolworkea house to Unnchester Chnrche is ono mile one qnartw 

and i poles. 
So that the Total] is nt snpra^ct' 4 miles and G3 poles, 
From the House of Biroho to Muncheat' Churche is as nc^re as poisibl; 1w 4 vOm 

of this mcosure and this wnj, 

Bj mee TliO; Birohe. 
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lother. Item I give to my servant Ana Wilkinson, for her good 
id faithful services, one year''s wages over and above her just arrears 
at my death. Witnesses : Pet. Birch, IVilliam Birch, Sarah High- 
way. Proved at Chester August 31, 1697. 

Colonel Birch was succeeded by liis eldest son Thomas, who was 
1>aptised at the Collegiate Church October 15, 1629, and was conse- 
quently in his fiftieth year. He married in December 165b Beatrix, 
daughter of William Cotton of Bcllaport in the county of Salop 
Esquire. He was much addicted to antiquarian studioe. Many of 
luB MSS. were in the possession of Gregson, some of them being 
printed by that author in his Frofftnents Relating to Lancashire. 
The date of his death is unknown, but he was dead in ] 700, He 
liad issue three sons, — Coorge, eldest son and Iioir, died uumarried 
mad inteatate in 170+, being at the time high sheriff of the county of 
Lancaater ; bis inventory is dated June 19, 1/04; it estimates the 
total valne of his "goods and chattels" at £\3G 7s. 6d.; Thomas, 
k oaptain in the Earl of Orrery's regiment, who sneceeded to the 
estates on the death of his brother, but who also died unmarried ; 
•nd William, to whom tho estates descended on the death of his 
brother ; living in 1723, but dieil also unmarried. He had issue also 
Bight daughters, of whom Elizabeth was the wife of the Rev. John 
Tetlow, minister of Birch Chapel. Joyce Birch, her sister, makes 
fcer will April 28, 1701. She describes herself as of Birch in the 
county of Lancaster, spinster. She commits her soul to God and 
her body to Christian burial in such decent manner as shall seem 
, to her executor. And for her worldly estate she orders, gives 
and disposes of tho same iu manner and form following : — First it 
u her will and mind that her funeral expenses be paid out of her 
vhole estate. Also it is her will that all and every the sum and 
nims of money left and yiven unto her by William Cotton of 
Bellowport in the county of Salop Esquire, deceased, and now 
remaining in bis executors' hands {viz. William Oldfelt Esquire and 
Philip Cotton Esquire) shall be disposed of as follows: She gives 
and bequeaths all and every the said sum and sums of money to her 
two affectionate brothers George and Thomas Birch, tr 
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divided betwixt them. She appoints iior aaitl loviug and affeotionato 
brother George Birch of Bircli Esquire her sole executor. Proved 
at Chester June 23, 170*. 

George Birch, eldoet eon and heir of TbomnB Birch the younger, 
on succeeding to the estates, mortgaged in 1701 Birch Hall and the 
demesne to hia uncle Dr. Peter Birch, the sum borrowed on security 
of the lands being ^1,000; and in October 1702 he charged hia 
lands with a further mortgage of .£250. On the 25th of February 
1703 he re-settled hia ostatea, hmitiug them to the use of himself for 
htfi life, and to such further uses as he should by bis will appoiut, 
with remainder to his brothers Thomas Birch and William Birch in 
succession, with further remainder to the Rov. Peter Birch D.D. 
Ho died, as already stated, without issue and intestate ; and upon 
the death of hia brothers Thomas and William, also without iasue, 
the estates reverted to the Rev. Peter Birch D.D., their father's 
younger brother. To this member of ihS family Anthony Wood 
refers. > He was son of Thomas Birch of the ancient and genteel 
family of the Birches of Birch in Lancashire. He was born in 
that county; educated in Presbyterian principles, and afterwards 
retiring with Andrew bis brother to Oxford in 1670, they lived u 
sojouniers in the house of John Foulks, an ajiotliecary, in St. Mary's 
parish, became students in tlic public library, and bad a tutor to 
instruct them in )>lii]o8ophical learning, but yet did not wear gowns. 
At length Peter, leaving Oxford for a time, did afterwards return 
with a mind to conform and wear a gown. Whereupon Dr. John 
Fell, taking cognizance of the matter, bo procured certain letters 
fi^m tho Obancellor of the University in his behalf, which being 
ie&d in a Convocation held May 6, 1673, you shall have the coat«nts 
of them as they follow : — Peter Birch, whom these letters ooncom, 
did lately live among you, not so regularly either in rotation to the 
church or tho government of the University as he ought, yet withall, 
as I have understood, that before ho went from among yon, be 
declared his conformity to the church by receiving the sacr&mest 
publicly. Immediately after ho was calleil away by his father, with 

' Afhrnar OroaifTUci, vol, 17. p. C5&. 
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whom lie hatb with great iiin))ort unity provailuil ib.jiBrniit him to 
rtum to the University (tbougU he was pressed to go to Cimbridge, 
'here be was eomctinie since matriculnlod), choosing Va'^«fitJly bis 
of miod and receive his education there, where-'.^e had 
ifermcrly Uved a dissoutor. "Tis my desire that ho may be hachelor. 
oTarts after be has performed hie exercises, and to compute his fime.;" 
4t)m hia aiatriculation in Camhridgo, &c. The Chancellor then (ol J "' 
■ihe venerable Convocation in his said Istters, — That when so many 
sway from tbe church you would think lit to encourage one who 
Rddreseeth himself a free and thorough convert, &c. After the said 
itters were rend there was some clamour in the house against the 
passing of them ; and Ralph Rawson of Brazennose College, con- 
Mrning himself uiore than the rest in the matter (for be said openly 
ibat fanatics are now encouraged and loyalists set aside, Szc), ho got 
tbe ill-will of Dr. John Foil, who always showed bimfielf forward in 
gaining proselytee, Dr. K. Bathurst and others of that mind. On 
Hie 12th day of the said month of May 1673, Peter Birch was 
Sutriculated as a member of Christ Church, ho being then abont 
iwenty-one years of age, and being soon after admitted bachelor of 
|prta be was made one of the chaplains or petty canons of that house 
ty the said Dr. Fell. Afterwards he proceeded in arts, preached 
times in and near Oxford, was curate of St, Thomas's parish, 
iltftfirwards rector of St. Kbbc's Church for a time, and a lecturer at 
Cbrfsx ; and being recoaiinendod to the service of James Duke of 
Ormond, he was by bim made one of bis chaplains. Afterwards 
he became minister of St. James's Church within tbe liberty of 
"Westminster, chaplain to the House of Commons in 1689, and 
prebend of West minster in the place of Dr. Simon Patrick, pro- 
moted to the see of Chichester, in which dignity he was installed 
tiM 18tb of October tbe same year. He graduated B.A. 1673, 
M.A. 1674, B.D. 1683, and D.D. 1688. Dr. Birch published 
fleveral sermons ; — 1 . Sermon before tbe House of Commons 
on John xxvi. 3, printed at the Savoy, 168.'); 2. Sermon before 
tlie House of Commons Januar>- SO. 1693, on 2 Sam. i. 2), 
London IGOi, in tbo SOth page of which were sevenl exnressiona 
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whiob cansed'^'iCe of the said house, as was then reported, to crjr 
out " All Ighfin".''' Ou the 20th of February following was publUhed 
an atia*q^.£o the latter sermon, entitled " A Eirchen Bod for Dr. 
IJirch'i.oJ: some animadversions upon his sermon preached before the 
.Honourable House of Commons at St. Margaret's, Westminster, 

;.*Jatiiiary 30, 1 693,'" &c. 

'" He married Sybil, youngest dacghter and coheir of Humphrey 
Wyrley of Hampstead in the county of Staft'ord Esquire, by whom 
he had issue two sons, Humphrey Birch and John Wyrley Birch. 

He died in 1710. Hia will is dated June 27, 1710, and is u 
follows : — 

In the name of God amen. I, Peter Birch, Doctor of Divinity 
and Prebendary of St. Peter's Church, Westminster, being sick and 
weak in body but of sound and perfect understanding (praised be 
Almighty God lor the same) do make this my last will in manner 
following. First I give and bequeatli to my eldest son Humphrey 
all my real estate, manors, messuages, cottages, lands, tenements, 
hereditaments and appurtenances whatsoever or wheresoever witliin 
the counties of Stafford and Warwick, and to his heirs for ever, 
paying yearly out of the eamc to my youngest son John ^200 at 
two even payments ; to wit at Michaelmas and Lady Day ; the first 
payment to be made at which of the said days sball first happen nest 
after my decease, my said eldest son subjecting himself to the settle- 
ment made before my marriage with his mother, who was the 
youngest daughter of Humphrey Wyrley of Hamstoad in the pariah 
of Handsworth and said county of Stafford Esqutre, now decaaaed. 
Item I give all my real estate, mortgages, leases, manors, messuages, 
cottages, landu, tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances what- 
soever in the county of Lancaster or elsewhere in the kingdom of 
Great Britain, and not befora devised, to my eldest son ; and also kU 
my goods, cattells and chattells of what kind soever the same be, to 
my said youngest son John and his hctrs and assigns for ever. And 
I hereby revoke all former wills by me made; and I do heroby 
make and appoint my dear .lister Deborah Birch sole execoitrix ot 
this my last will, and guardian to both my said sons until they dii^ 
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severally attain to the a^e of one and twenty years, and 1 beg she 
will take care of the education of them, and forthwith take theni into 
her care and custody for that purpoae. And my mind and will is 
that she shall receive and gather all the rents of all my estate by 
herself and agents, and out of the same for her trouble and care 
thereabouts she shall receive and take to her own usd during her 
natural life, without rendering any account for the same, one 
hundred pounds yearly at Michaelmas and Lady Day by even 
portions, the first at which of the said feasts shall first happen next 
after my decease. And my mind and will is further that in case 
she ehall depart this life before my said sons shall attain to the age 
of one and twenty years, that then my friend Nicholas Oeast of the 
parish of Handswortli in the said county of Stafford shall be 
guardian, and have the guardianship of both my said sons until they 
shall attain to the several ages of twenty-ono years ; and I desire he 
will take care of the education of them and forthwith take them into 
his care and custody for that purpose ; and my mind and will is then 
that he shall by hUnsclf or agents receive aud take all my rents of 

I all my said estate, and manage the same to the best advantage of my 
•aid sons, taking thereout only d^lOO per aunum for his care and 
trouble thereabouts until they and both of them shall attain to the 
aaid age of twenty-one years, without rendering any account thereof. 
And my mind aud will is further, that all the charges and expenses 
vhatsoever that either my said sister or the said Nicholas Geast 
shall be put to or expend in and about the managing my said estate 
or education or maintenance of my said children or anyways relating 
to either, shall be paid and allowed to them or both or either of them 
out of my said estate. And my mind and will is that neither my 
mother-in-law, Mrs, Wyrley, nor any of the family of the Wroths 
fihall have anything whatsoever to do with the guardianship of my 
said children or the management of my said estate or any part 
thereof. And I desire my said friend Nicholas Geast will assist my 
eaid sister. In witness whereof, &c. Proved in the Prerogative 
I Court of Canterbury January 15, 1710-11. 
I On the death of Dr. Peter Birch he was succeeded in his estates 
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by his son Humphrey, who took the name of Wyrley. In 1 743 he 
executed a deed barring the entail of the estates, and the following 
year, for the consideration of the payment of jP6,000, conveyed 
Birch Hall and one hundred and sixty-eight acres of land to Oeorge 
Groxton of Manchester, merchant. From Mr. Groxton it passed io 
1745 to Mr. John Dickenson of Manchester, merchant, in whose 
representative, Sir John William Hamilton Anson Bart., it is now 
vested. The arms of Birch of Birch are described by Dugdale as 
azure 3 fleurs-de-lis with a serpent entwined proper. Baines, in his 
pedigree of the family {History of Lancashire^ vol. ii. p. 537) has 
incorrectly substituted the arms of Birch of Birch or Bruch near 
Warrington. 

The town residence of the Dickensons^ successors of the old 
local family at Birch, was situated in Market-street Lane. Here 
Mr. John Dickenson, the purchaser of the Birch Hall estate, lodged 
and entertained the Pretender on the occasion of his visit to Man- 
chester in 1745. It is stated that the bed on which he lay was 
removed to Birch Villa, where it was sold a fc^EV years ago on the 
death of Miss Dickenson. The house itself in Market-street, firom 
the circumstance, received the name of the Palace. It was after- 
wards converted into an inn, when it was known as the *' Palace 
Inn.**^ It has more recently been rebuilt as a warehouse, and now 
bears the designation of the ^' Palace Buildings.^' 
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A branch of the Birch family settled in Ardwick n itliio Manchester 
pariah aud entered a pedigree at the visitation of Sir William Dugdale 
in 1 664. The precise point from winch they spring is not sacertained, 
but their claim of desceot was admitted, and the same arms were 
accorded to them as thoae borne by the Birchea of llircb, diiferenced 
by a trefoil on the crest and a canton or in the arms. Samuel Birch 
of Ardwick Gent, resided there about the time of the Restoration. 
He married Mary Smith of Dob in the parish of Manchester, at 
^vhose death in 1660 tbo Hev. Henry Newcome preached her ftuieral 
sermon, and from the published diary of this celebrated divine we 
learn that on March 22, 1662, he had a "precious day" with Mr. 
Saiimel Birch, who had then recently purchased the Ordaal estate, 
and removed thither. 

Mr. Bircli died in 1668-!), and was buried at the Collegiate 
Church. His will is dated July 8, 1667, and is as follows: — In 
the name of God amen. J, Samuel! Birche, of Ardwicke in the 
county of Lancaster Gentleman, beinge weake in body hut of perfect 
mynd and memorie, thankea bee to Almighty God for the aame, 
and knowingo the uncertainty of this transitory life, and that all 
flesh must yeild unto death when it shall please God to call, doe 
constitute, ordayne, make and appoint this my last will and testa- 
ment in manner and forme following : And I doe hereby revoke and 
disannul! all will and wills, testament and testaments heretofore by 
mee made and declared either by word or wrytinge, and this is onely 
to bee taken for my last will and testament, and none other, ffirst 
and principally I committ my soule into the hands of Almighty God, 
tmsttnge through the meritts of Jesus Christ to bee eternally saved ; 
and my body to the earth, ospectinge a joyful! reaurrection, to bee 
buryed in such decent and Christian manner aa to my executor 
hereafter herein nominated shall bee thought meetc and convenient. 
And for the estate which it hath pleased God to bestowe upon moo 
my mynd and will is and I give and dispose of the same in manner 
followiiige, that is to say, ffirst I give and bequeath unto the poore 
the Bumnic of tenn pounds to bee distributed amongst them at the 
tyme of my uiterrment at the discretion of my executor out of my 
whole personal! estate, and in his absence att the discretion of my 
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sonnes Ssmuell Birch, John Bent, Edward Itatcliffe and- Peeter 
Antrobus Gentlemen. Iteoi I give and bequeath unto my eonne 
John Birch of Wliittebourue in the county of Hereford Esq" all my 
lands, tenements, leases, and all deeds, evidences, wrytings and 
rescripts touching and conceminge the same. Item I give unto my 
said sonne John Bircb all the etandinge bedds, all the wainscottes 
and all the tables w'Kn my house, and all the stone troughs, hewen 
stone, the ladders and all the screw presses in and about the house. 
And for all the rest and residue of my pereonall estate, goods. 
cattells, moneys and plate, my niynd and will is the same to bee 
derided into ffoure equall parts ; and 1 give and beqneath the same 
to bee equally devided and distributed amongst my four children ; 
that IB to Bay, Shusanna Bent, Elizabeth Antrobus, Sarah Ratcliffe 
and Thomas Birch, clarke. And lastly, I doe hereby constitute, 
ordayne, nominate and appoint my dearest sonne John Birch of 
Whittboume in the county of Hereford Esq" to bee the sole executor 
of this my last will and testament, hopinge hee will duely execute 
the same. In witnes whereof I the said Samuell Birch have herc- 
DDto sett my hand and scale the day and yeare first above written. 
,Alsoe I give and bequeath unto my dearest sonne John Birch the 
«locke and bell with all thinges belongiuge unto the same, before the 
•ealinge and delivery hereof. And whereas I have since my decla- 
racon of this my will, and before this day, given to my daughters 
Elisabeth and Sarah either twentie poundes, with an intent that they 
should in consideraron thereof give full discharges for any demand of 
any part of my personall estate at my decease, M-hich discliarge being 
not yet given to my content, my mind and will now is that my two 
daughters aforesaid shall have no part of my personall estate other 
then what shall amount unto above twentie pounds a peice for my 
Mnne Thomas Birche and my daughter Susanna Bcnte to equall 
them with theire other sisters, and then the overplus, whatever it 
may be, to bee devided in four equall parts, as I have said before, 
and to my fonr children paid or delivered, my debts, legacies and 
fuuerall charges first paid out by my executor herein named. 

Witnesses, Edmund Fesivall, Edward Hartley, John Halle. 

The sum toUl of the inventory is but ^93 ISs. Oid. 
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The eldost surviving eon of the testator, designated by the will u 
John Birch of "Wliitboume, was the celebrated Colonel John Birch, 
ui officer in the ParliamentnTy Forces, who took an active part in 
the occurrences of the eventful period in which he lived. He was 
born in 1616 {not 1626 aa erroneously stated in Burke), and waa 
baptised at the Collegiate Church, Manchester, on the 7th of April 
in that year. It is reported of him that in bis youth, being of great 
stature, he enlisted in the army, and that on the circumstance being 
made known to his kinsman, the afterwards celebrated Colonel 
Thomas Birch of Birch Hall, he was received with favour, asd hig 
promotion was rapid. Be this, however, as it may, in lf>43 he had 
risen to the rank of major, and on the 14tb of October 1614, a petition 
from Colonel John Bircli was presented to the House of Commons, 
praying to have as satisfaction for the sum of ,f 1,500 lent in the 
service of the state, such property of one Henry Hudson, a delin- 
quent, as is not already discovered. In May 1645 he was in 
command of the Kentish regiment at Plymouth, and became later in 
the year, by a vote of the house, governor of Bridgowater, subject to 
the approval of Sir Thomas Fairfax and the concurrence of the 
House of Lords. About this time too he entered parliament as 
member for Weobley, under which date and in which capacity be is 
alluded to by Oldmixou (vol. i. p. 299), who asserts the geueral 
moderation of his political opinions ; that he sometimes voted with 
the Presbyterians and sometimes with the Independents ; anil gene- 
rally went with those who voted for satisfaction and security till it 
was known that Oliver and his party meant the death of the king by 
it. On the iBt of September 1645, with Colonel Pride for his 
associate, he was at the siege of Bristol; and in the month of 
December he and Colonel Morgan, uniting their forces, took the 
city of Hereford by strafapem, sending into the city at night six men 
disguised as labourers. These surprised the sentinels, and being 
seconded, by a sudden assault, in which Colonel Birch led on tho 
foot and Colonel Morgan the cavalry (in all two thousand men), 
they were in a short time masters of the city- They captured 
eleven pieces of ordnance, forty lords, knights and gentlemen of 
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ooDfltdcratioD, wliom tliey aeot prisonors to Gloucester.' Colonel 
Birch was instated as governor of the city by a vote of the Hoose of 
Gommoits, and a public thanksgiving was decreed in recognition of 
this seasonable success. A story is related of Colonel Birch at this 
stage of his career which strongly ilhistrates the insecurity of the 
times in which he lived. Soon after the taking of Hereford, Dr. 
Herbert Croft, afterwards Bishop of that see, preaching at the 
Cathedral, inveighed boldly and sharply against sacrilege, at which 
Bonie of the officers then present began to mutter amongst tbem- 
selves, and a guard of musqneteers in the church were preparing 
their pieces, and asked whether they should fire at him, but Colonel 
ih the governor prevented them.^ On the 23rd of March 
lowing two letters from Colonel Birch were read before the house, 
nlating to the capture of Sir Jacob Astley and a victory over the 
forces under his command at Stow on the Wold in Gloucestershire, , 
and again a public thanksgiving waa decreed. In March 1646, 
Colonel Birch, Colonel Morgan and Sir William Brereton, with 
their joint forces, marched to Worcester, and summoned the city to 
surrender to the Parliament, assuring them that the king had no 
£>rces to relieve them; to which summons the inhabitants answer- 
ing that had such been the cose they should have known the king's 
pleasare, the besiegers replied that they would give them a short 
jeepite in order that they might the better inquire and prevent their 
uin. Tliey consequently withdrew from Worcester, and 
upon the town of Bridgewater, carried it by storm.^ In the 
Ibllowing May Ludlow Castle surrendered to Colonel Birch, and at 
bia request a supply of ammunition was forwarded to him for opera- 
tions against Goodrich Castle and Ragland Castle. At the close of 
the year he took the solemn league and covenant. On the 1st of 
March 1646-7, it having been determined that the city of Hereford 
■hoold be disgarrisoned, and that the Castle of Hereford should be 
kept a garrison with one hundred and three score foot in it, he 
to occupy the post of governor, which was conferred on 
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Colonel Samuel Moore. After resigning the governorship of Here- 
ford, ho actively employed himself in coUectinj^ troops for service in 
Ireland, with the intention of accompany iug them thither. Circum* 
stances, however, occurred which rendered his presence and iafluenoe 
needful at home, to appease tho discontent of the army, which from 
the pay of the soldiers having been too long withheld, began to 
manifest symptoms of insubordiuation . On the 11th of June 1647, 
he was requested, together with three other members, to prepare a 
letter, which they woro authorised to send to General Fairfax, 
desiring that the army might remain stationary, and not advance 
within forty miles of London, his name being at the same time 
added to a committee which charged itself with the duty of putting 
London in a posture of defence. The delay in acting upon his 
original intention of crossing to Ireland seems to have led to an 
abandonment of his design, and whatever was the destination of tlie 
troops their colonel remained in England. Early in the ensuing 
year he was placed on a committee to consider in what manner such 
churches, houses, towns, &;c. as have been burnt, demolished and 
spoiled since these wars may be repaired, and on the 25th of Jannary 
he was chosen one of a commission to proceed on an important state 
mission from the parliament of England to that of Scotland, bis 
hrother commissioners being the Earls of Nottingham and Stamford, 
Bryan Stapleton, William Ashurst and Rohert Goodwin, Esqrs. In 
February 1647-S, we find him in Edinburgh, accomplishing his 
mission, and on the I5th of that month honourable niention was 
made in the House of Commons of his diligence and zeal. Ho seems 
to have returned home in August 1 648, when a more formal expres- 
sion of the thanks of the House awaited him, and the following 
month he was deputed by parliament to proceed into Lancashire 
and the other counties where Scotch prisoners were, to iocioin 
which of those prisoners were forced men, and to discharge all tadi 
on condition of their not serving again. This occurred shortly after 
the defeat and capture of the Duke of Hamilton near Preston. On 
the 22nd of November 1 648, he was appointed high steward of the 
borough of Leominster, an office at the disposal of parliaineot. aod 
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of the delinquency of Sir Walter Pye ; and waa 
day added to a cointnisaion whoso duty it was to 
consider of the castleg, garrisons, &c. that are to be razed and made 
uutenable. In the last parliamentary struggle bctwoon tho Presby- 
terians and Independents, which precipitated the catastrophe of the 
kiag''s death, and which is known in history as "Pride's purge," 
unable to quell the storm which he had assisted to raise. Colonel 
£irch was in the number of those leading Presbyterians who were 
Mcluded and thrown into prison for counselling further overtures to 
the king against the impatient desires of the Independents, backed 
by the army, for a total subversioii of the monarchy. With the 
Idug's death the parliamentary career of Colonel John liirch met 
with a temporary interruption, for although re-elected for Weobley 
after the dissolutiou of the Long Parliament in 1 653, he had lost all 
grympatfay with the usurper whose ambitious designs were now no 
longer concealed, and but few opportunities occurred for resisting 
them. He had discovered when it was too lato that change ia not 
always improvement, and that Cromweirs aims wero 3,ftei a power 
even more arbitrary than had been claimed by the deposed and 
murdered king. From a letter addressed by the Governor of Here- 
ford to the Lord Protector, dated Hereford, March 17, 1654, we 
ascertain that at this time he was in active opposition to the consti- 
tuted authorities : — " Colonel Birch," he says, " coming hither now 
in the middle of the assizes (tho city being very full of all sorts of 
people) gave out before the judges, as they tliemselvca told me, that 
the present insurrections (Salisbury and the rest) did not consist of 
cavaliers, hut a company of silly quakers, with some other diBaffected 
persons. He also told me the same, and added further that the 
greatest matter was our own jealousies and foara. Considering this, 
and what we know of his carriage when the Scots were in Wor- 
cester, and his behaviour of late, I feared such speeches were coals 
cast abroad to kindle divisions among the good people hero, and to 
binder their uniting against the common enemy. 1 thought it my 
duty for the safety and peace of these parts, and agreeable to your 
fertner orders, to secure him, which I have done ; and as his sword 
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was takiog froDi him he (refuaing to deliver it) said, Though my 
Gword is short now it may bo long enough within a while (tba 
aword hanging by his side being a httle short sword), and very 
angrily asked me whether I had orders to secure him, I answered. 
If I have not you will question nie ? He rcpHed, Yes, that I will. I 
said again, I believe it. So we parted, and he is in custody. I have 
sent a party to possess his moated house (which I iiud is very strong 
with drawbridges ; it is also well provided) lest at this time it mighl 
be surprised and manned against your highness, and be a gr^t 
scourge to this country. 1 beseech your highness' speedy order 
concerning this person and his house, whether I shall continue a 
guard there or make it untenable."' 

In November 1655, he is found yet a prisoner by Major-Geueral 
Berry, Cromwell's new vice-gerent of the county, who, writing lo 
the government, says : " 1 met with (as a prisoner here) Colonel 
Birch, who hath applied himself to me as to a little king that could 
redress every grievance. I confess upon esaminatiun of the busines, 
though there were some grounds of jealousy, yet I cannot see any 
great reason he should now be kept in restraint. It is true the nuui 
is popular in these parts, and he loves to he so. He is taken for a 
great wit, and guilty of some honesty, and upon that account able to 
do hurt if he have a mind to it; but he profeaseth desire of peace 
and settlement, and saith be is for the same things that we are, but 
could have been glad to have them in another way ; but seeing the 
time is not yet for it, nor we fit for it, he thinks wo had better have 
it as it is thau make disturbance. And truly I think it were an 
easy matter to gain him if he he worth getting. But, not to trouble 
you with my thoughts, 1 shall tell you my actions : I have desired 
the govenior (whose prisoner he is) to give him hberty to be at hia 
own house upon his promise to appear when he shall be called for."* 

In 1656 he is named {Oldmixon, vol. ii. p. 429) as one of Uio 

northern conspirators in league with Captain Penruddocke, whose 

unsuccessful eflbrts to check the growing ambition of Cromwell cost 

him his life. He was returned again for Weobley in the Protectors 

' Thurloe's Slate Fapert, vol. iii. p. 261. ' Ibid, toI. it. p. 2S7. 
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Itliiril parliament, which assembled iu September IGoG, but was 
I Becluded, not being allowed to take his scat because he refused the 
mgagement, a fate shared by nearly a quarter of the repreBontatives 
Teturned by tho country. The death of Cromwell iu 1 658 having 
opened a way for the restoration of the nionarchy, a council of state 
of thirty-one members being appointed, the name of Colonel John 
Birch is of the number, and on the 2(!th of April he is found with 
his parUamentary associates negociating for the kiiig''E) return. The 
month of May 16C0 was occupied in preparing instructions for those 
charged \vith the delivery of a letter inviting the king ; in preparing 
for his majesty's reception ; in drawing up tho bill of general pardon, 
indemnity and oblivion : and for confirming to the people the privi- 
leges of parliament, Magna Charta and other rights ; in all which 
arrangements Colonel John Dlrch was conspicuous. Immediately 
after the Itcstoration he was appointed one of six commissioners for 
disbanding the army and navy, and with this event the more distin- 
guished portion of Colonel Bireh's career may be said to have closed, 
though not less active or useful iu the succeeding years of his public 
life. His name occurs in September 16G6, on a committee of the 
House inquiring into the cause of the great fiio in London, and on 
the J 9th of January following ho was deputed by the House to bring 
in a bill for the rebuilding of tho city. He continued to represent 
Weobley until his death in 1G!)1. Colonel Birch was twice married, 
hia first wife being Alice, daughter of Thomas Deane, citizen of 
Bristol. She died September 10, 1676, leaving issue John Birch 
of Ordsal in the county of Lancaster Esr^utre, his eldest eon, who 
died without male issue ; Samuel Birch of Whitbourae iu the 
county of Hereford Esquire, who married twice, but died s.p. ; 
Thomas and George both died unmarried ; and also three daughters, 
Mary, Elizabeth and Sarah, to the last of whom Colonel Birch 
bequeathed his estates on condition that she should marry her cousin 
John, second son of her uncle the Rev. Thomas Birch. This 
marriage took place, but dying without issue John Birch Esq. was 
succeeded by his brother Samuel, who dying in 17o2, also without 
issue, devised his estates to his nephew (the son of his sister Eliza- 
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beth) John Peploe, who in conaequeuce aeaiimed tbe additioDsI 
name of Birch, and now represents that branch of the family. Bj 
hiB second marriage with Winifred, daughter of Matthew Norrisof 
Weobley Esq., Colonel Birch had no issue. 

He was buried in tho chancel of Woobley Church, where tliew is 
a monument to his memory — a full-length figure in armour standing 
beneath a c.inopy. The monument bears the following inscriptton : 
" In hopo of resurrection to ctornal life. Here is deposited the boiiy 
of Colonel John Birch, descended of a worthy family in Lancashire. 
As the dignities he arrived at in the Field, and the esteem unirersally 
yielded him in the Senate House exceeded the attainments of most, 
80 they were but the moderate and just rewards of his coara^ 
conduct, wisdom and fidelity. None who knew him denied him y* 
character of asserting and vindicating y' laws and liberties of his 
country in war and of promoting its welfare and prosperity in pence. 
He was home y" 7th of September 1626,' and died a member of tho 
honourable House of Commons, being burgess for Weobley, May y* 
10th, 1691." 

The second son of Samuel Birch Qout. (the aforesaid testator) and 
younger brother of Colonel John Birch, was named after his father 
Samuel, and was baptised at the Collegiate Church, Mani^hester, ia 
1620-1. From the circumstance that he is uamed in his father's 
will without any bequest being assigned to him it is inferred that 
provision had been already made to him during his father's lifetime. 
He was commonly known as Major Birch, and ap{)ears to have 
adopted the profession of arms without reaping many laurels, his 
name and deeds being eclipsed by the reputation of his elder brother. 
His estates lay in Ardwick and Gorton, and at this latter pUc« h» 

I The error Iwforo alluded to reapccting tbe date of Colonel Jolin Bitch'i birth ia 
perpetTiiitcd bj his monument. In Wood's Athena Oxonieitni, toI. i. p. 118; t] 
correct date of liis birtb (or rathiv baptitm) ii giren, rii. April 7, lfil6. 
Wood'i autborit; for stating that in Maj 16^ the inaniption on Colotwl Btidin 
monnnient becBma n subject for epUeopal int«tfer«iico. The bishop, Willi Ilia ■! 
nnia, went to Waoliloj, and dofiiccd the inacriptioD, " the minister and cburobwi 
tliinlimg some words thereon were not right for tho churcli institutiou." The ool 
nephew, he adds, designi to bring uq action Bguinst (he bishop for defioing tt. 
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•lyiiB interred in the year 1698. He died, leaving John Birch his eon 
■nil succesEor, who was baptised at Gorton Chapel iu 1652. By hia 
nil made in 172- John Birch, who describes hiniaelt' as of Man- 
lieater Gentleman, bequeaths bis soul to God and hiB body to be 
kwried in Guch decent sort as his executors shall determine. And bm 
touching the disposition of his temporal estate, he gives and bequeaths 
feD that his messuage and tenement with appurtenances situate and 
lieing in Over otherwise Upper and Lower Ardwick in the county 
if Lancaster, containing by common estimation seventeen acres and 
I half, late in the possession of James Goddard, and now or late iu 
it of Daniel Wooaencroft, and all those two closes of land in Upper 
Hid Lower Ardwick aforesaid, containing by estimation three acres 
Inland, and commonly called by tlie names of the two Rough Fields, 
tod also that other close also situated in Ardwiek, commonly called 
fte Hollow Mcarlow, containing two acres of land, to his beloved 
Ivife Elizabeth for her life, and after her decease to his son Thomas 
Birch and his heirs, subject nevertheless to the charge hereafter 
>cified and declared, namely the sum of J?200, to be paid there- 
from to bis (testator's) son George Birch, to be paid withiu twelve 
nonths after the di^ccase of Elizabeth, testator's wife. He proceeds 
to recite an indenture of settlement bearing date June 4, 1712, 
thereby with the concurrence of his son Samuel he charges certain 
f his estates with an annuity of .£2J> to his wife Elizabeth from and 
r hia (testator's) decease. He died in 1728, and was buried 
September 2l8t at Gorton Chapel, bis funeral sermon being preached 
I' his kinsman Samuel [Peploe] Lord Bishop of Chester. Thomas 
Birch, who is styled of Higher Ardwick, merchant, succeeded his 
Isther, sharing, however, the Ardwick estate with his younger 
brother Samuel, who also is styled of Lower Ardwick. In 1 730 he 
nbuilt the manor-house at Ardwick, but died s.p. May 5, 1763. 
^is will is dated January 13, 17^6. He therein directs that his 
debts and funeral expenses, &ic,, be paid, and that his body he 
Interred in a decent and Christian manucr at the discretion of his 
ixecutors. To hia brother Samuel Birch and Elizabeth his wife he 
gives £25 apiece to buy tlierii mourning with. To bis nephew 
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Thomas Bircli ^600. To his nopbews Samuel aDd George (sona of 
tlio said brother Samuel Birch) £400 apiece, to be paid as they shall 
severally reach the age of twenty-one years. To hia brotlier Georg« 
Birch he gives all that and those hia messuagce, dwelling-houses, 
gardens, &c., in Higher Ardwick, now in the several tenures of 
himself and John Chapman, and which were devised to him by his 
late father John Birch, for and during the term of his natural life; 
and after bis death be devisea the samo to hia esteemed friend and 
partner in trade James Hull and nephew-in-law Thomas Gardner of 
Manchester aforesaid, chapman, in trust for the heirs of the body of 
bis said brother George Birch lawfully issuing; and in default of 
Buch issue ho gives the said premises, &c., to his (testator's) said 
nephew Thomas Birch and hia heirs ; and in default of such issue to 
his said nephew George Birch ; and in default of such issue to his 
(testator's) right heirs. All those bis dwelling-houses, closes, &c, 
in Higher Ardwick, which were by him lately purchased from 
Worral Millington, he gives to his said brother George Birch and his 
heira ; and in default of such issue to hia (tcstator'a) said nephew 
Samuel Birch and his heirs ; and in default, &c., to his said nephew 
George Birch and his heirs; and iu default, Szc, to his said nephew 
Thomas Birch and his heirs; and In default, &c., to his (teatatorM 
right heirs for ever. His lands in Droylsden, now iu the occupation 
of John Redfern, he leaves to bis brother George Birch and hia heire 
and assigna for ever ; to M'honi also he givea all that his messuage or 
dwelling-bouse, warehouses, stables, &^c., in Manchester aforesaid, tn 
or near a certain street there called Deaiisgate, and now in testator'a 
own poaaession, and which bo holds by lease from the ^Varden and 
Fellowa of Manchester. All that his messuage, &c., in Doansgate, 
now in the holding of Robert Tyrer, he gives to his said nephew 
George Birch and his heirs; and in default of such iasuo to his said 
nephews in succession Thomas Birch and Samuel Birch and their 
heira for ever. He wills that the sum of £300 be put out at interest, 
the proceeds thereof to be paid to hia nephew John Walker, son of 
James Walker of Manchester, merchant, for his Hfo, and after hia 
death the principal sum to he jmid to such child or children as he may 
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»Te, ta equal portions, to be paid on tbeir severally reaching the 
■•ge of twenty-one years ; but in case his said nephew John Walter 
shoald die without children which shall attain sucli age, then he 
bequeaths the said sum of £300 unto euch child or uhildren of his 
(Walker's) late bister EHzabeth Gardner, late wife of the said 
Thomas Gardner, as shall be then living, equally to be divided ; but 
in case there should bo no such cliildreu then the said sum of -f 300 
to be distributed amongst his (testator's) next of kin in manner aa 
intestate's personal estate. Also to such child or children of his said 
niece Elizabeth Gardner as shall bo living at hia decease, the sum of 
^v^700, equally to be divided, the share of any child dying to bo 
^nividod amongst the survivors; and if all die before attaining the 
^Hge of twenty-ono then the £700 to be distributed amongst bis next 
^^bf kin in manner aforesaid. To his brother George Birch he gives 
the sum of ^200 in money, and all his silver plate. To bis nephew 
Robert Jackson J'SOO, to be paid two years after testator's decease. 
To the aforesaid James Hall dPlOO. To his sister-in-law Margaret 
Lilly ^200. All his messuages, &c , which he holds in feo-siniple on 
the south-side of a certain street in Chester called Northgate, be be- 
queaths to his sister-in-law Margaret Lilly and her heirs and assigns for 
erer. AllhismeHSuages,&:c., in the said street which he holds by lease 
from the Dean and Chapter of Chester, he gives to the said Margaret 
I Lilly for and during his right and title in tho same. He wills that 
Ivithin two years after bis de.ith the sum of J?200 be put out at 
[interest by and in tho names of bis said brothers Samuel and George 
Biroh, the interest to be for ever continued and applied to the 
instruction and learning of poor children belonging to Higher and 
Lower Ardwick, " to be taught to read perfectly by some sober and 
discreet master and mistress, who shall for the time being reside and 
dwell within Higher or Lower Ardwick aforesaid; and for the 
better preservation and continuing my said intended charity 1 do 
expressly will and declare that iho owner and proprietor for the 
time being of tho capital messnage or mansiou-houso in Lower 
^rdwiok aforesaid, now in the possession of ray said brother Samuel 
Birch, as also of my messuage or dwelling- house in Higher Ardwick 
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berc!a belbro mentioned to be in the poaseBsion of tnjself and John 
Gliapuian, ahall at all timoa for evor bereaftor be tbe trustees and 
muuagers tbereot'; and that the said ^200 shall iu their names only 
from time to time be put out at intoi'est upon personal security only 
for the uses and purposes herein before mentioned."' To each of his 
servants u'ho shall be in his service at tbe time of his death be gives 
^5 for mourning. To Mary, daughter of James Wood of Manehes- 
ter, joiner, ^£^5. All tbe rest, residue and remainder of his goods, 
chattels, £:e., he gives to his said brother George Birch and the said 
James Hall, equally to be divided, whom be also names as bia 
executors. 
Witnesses, Thomas Clowes, Joseph Allon, Peter Heywood, 
By a codicil to his will, dated March 6, I74S, he revokes the 
several devises of his niessuages, &lc., named in his will, and he 
hereby gives and devises his said first- mentioned mcseuagos, ix. 
therein mentioned as in tbe possession of himself and John Cbaptnan, 
to his said nephew Thomas Birch, bis heirs and assigns for ever. 
And as for and concerning the said other messuages, Ssc, tliereio 
mentioned as purchased from Worral Millington, he gives and 
devises the same to his said brother George Birch and his aasigas for 
the term of his natural life, and from and after his decease be ^vea 
the same to his said nephew Samuel Bircb, bia beirs and aasigus (oe 
ever. He revokes the legacy of J?700 beque.ithed in bis will to tho 
child or children of his lato niece Eliuabeth, wife of Thomas Gardner, 
and in lieu thereof ho gives to such child or children i?40l) only. 
Also bo gives to his nephew Robert Jackson ^300 over and abovfr 
the .£'300 given to him in tho will. Tbe silver plate bequeathed 
tbe will to his brother George Birch, to be confirme^t to him, exo^ii 

' Tbii educBl ioiiiil bcqucel lias been lost to the seliQol, &* nil] appear Irom tlW 
following DitrBi^t talicu from tbo Digest of Hetums on Sdncation for ', 
Bcliool ia Ardwiuk oudowpd bj tlio family of the Birolies with £8 per mnn 
wu r^ularl; paid to tho olcrk of the chapsl, bat aliDiit nine jean ago be 
after linviiig collectod the pow-renls, nluch, with tho £H, hu appropriated 
nae; ainoe which timo tiio trustees hare been in 
vliich tho £8 WM roisocl, nod the aehool Ima been at a Tcrj low ebb." 
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the two largest silver candlesticks and tbo waiter, which he hereby 
girea to bia said nephew Samuel Birch. To bis sister-in-law Mar- 
g&ret Lilly lie gives iho usual furniture of and belonging to such of 
his bed-room^ as she shall ni.tko choice of; and afterwards the like 
furniture of or belonging to any two other of his bod-roonis or 
chambers to his said brother George Bircb as he sliall think proper. 
By a second codicil, dated April 24, 1753, he revokes the grant 
made in the first codicil of the lands in Higher Ardwick, theretofore 
in the several tenures of himself and John Chapman, and which by 
that codicil were bequeathed to hia nephew Thomas Birch and hia 
beirsforever, and by this codicil gives such part of them as yet belongs 
to him to his (testator's) sister-in-law Margaret Lilly for her life, and 
after her death to his nephew Thomas Birch, hia heira and assigns. 
Hia household furniture be gives to the said Margaret Lilly, and also 
his pew or seat in Ardwick Chapel for her life, and after her decease 
he gives the same to hia said nephew, bis heirs and assigns. In lieu 
of tbo interest of .f 300 bequeathed by his will to hia nephew John 
Walker, he directs that .£"100 and no more shall be put out at 
■Dterest for hia said nephew's use, and after his death the principal 
to be distributed as iu the will the £300 was directed to be divided. 
The legacy of £700 bequeathed by the will to the child or children 
of his late niece Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Gardner, wliich legacy 
by the first codicil waa reduced to .flOO, is now by this present 
codicil further reduced to :6l00, to be paid as already directed. He 
revokes the bequest of £200 given in his will to hia aiater-in-law 
Margaret Lilly, and instead thereof he gives her jEIOO only. To 
Mary Wood, of Manchester, joiner, he gives £55 in addition to the 
£5 given by his will. He revokes the bequest of the reaidue of hia 
personal estate made in hia will to his brother George Birch, and to 
hia (testator's) partner in trade James Hall, whom also he there 
□amea as hia executors, and he bequeaths such reaidue to his nephew 
Thomas Birch. He substitutes the name of bis sister-in-law Mar- 
garet Lilly for that of his brother George Birch, and associates her 
in the trust with the said James Hall. 
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The name of George Birch, a brother of the testator, occun . 
1740, in the consecration deed of St. Thomas's Chapel, Ardmck, ^ 
one of the petitioners for tho consecration of the chapol; ami '\^ 
1753 he actively employed himself in promoting the rebuilduig o--' 
tho chapel at trorton, presenting in the followiog year a silrer flagon -' 
for use at the Holy CommuDion. 

Samuel Birch, another brother, resided at Lower Ardwick, and 
was born in 1G90. He was in the commission of the peace for 
Lancashire, and was in 1747 high sheriff of the county. In 1740 
he presented tho site for St. Thomas's Chapel, Ardwick, and by the 
consecration deed a vaidt at tho east end of the chapel is reserved to 
himself and to his successors, owners of his capital mansion, the 
manor-house. From the same source wo learn that he pledges 
himself to erect a west gallery in the chapel, the rents of such gallery 
being secured to him until he be reimbursed, the rents aftenranla to 
go to the curate. 

He died at Ardwick December 18, 1757, leaving issue by his 
wife Elizabeth Hill, Thomas, his eldest surviving son, of the Inner 
Temple, who died June 8, 1781 s.p. ; Samuel, a major-general in 
the army, who served in the American war as Colonel of Preston's 
Light Dragoons, and died in January 1811; and George, of 
Ardwick, who died in 1791, leaving issue Thomas (died in 1796] 
and Maria (died 1813). 

On the 9th of March 179o, pursuant to a decree in chancery in a> 
cause Watfon v. Birch, several freehold estates in the township of 
Ardwick and a moiety of a lirae-stone quarry, late the property of 
Thomas Birch Esq, deceased, were offered for sale; a purchaser was 
found, but disputes having arisen as to the validity of the sale, the 
estates wore directed to be resold, and they finally passed into other 
hands on the 1st of February 1796. 




Samuel Blieh. Died at Unril4ui«. 

Bapt. at Oortolj bur. in at. Tbuium" 
Cbupal April at-oei, Ardnlck. Nancbe" 
hli goariitliBr - ^n April 177H. 
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On the eaat side of the township, near to its junction with NgwIou 
A Gorton, is an estate called Slade, or more anciently, Milkwall- 
le. The name Slnde iti^'Qtfies in the Anf;lo-Sason a plain or open 
rt of land, a term sufficiently descriptive of its true character ; but 
meaning of its earlier designation Milkwallelado it ia more 
Ecult to conjecture. 

Michewall Diche is given in 1484 as one of the boundaries of 
tain lands in Birch, conveyed by William Birch to his sod 
sbert; and the proiimity of the Nico or Nickor Ditch which 
la the southern boundary of the Slade Hall estate suggests that 
e may both be modifications of the same word ; its etymology, 
ever, has not yet been decided. 
The firat proprietors of whom we know anything were the family 
Manchester, whose association with the township we have already 
By a deed undated but executed about the year 1270, 
bomas, son of Goofirey, sou of Luke do Manchester, confirmed to 
B brother Jordan certain lands in Didisford and Milkewalleslade, 
eing the same lands which Geoft'roy his father had given him, 
igether with one acre of meadow in Bauereris, and all the land his 
ther held in Akedone. This deed was witnessed by Geoffrey, 
►ean of Manchester ; Ad [or W"] do Hulton, Matthew dc Birch, 
William le Norreis, Robertson of Symon de Manchester, Hichard. 
e Honeford, William de Didisb'y and John tbe Clerk. 
In the 23 Edward III (1349) the estate is found vested in Robert 
I Milkewallslade, who being in all probability a member of the 
mily of Manchester, had taken the name of Milkewallslade from 
le place of bis abode, as was customary in those early times. He 
ay possibly have been a son or grandson of Jordan de Manchester, 
t recorded proprietor. He married Ellen or Elena, daughter 
F Robert del Piatt of Piatt within Rusbolme, and had issue Robert 
B heir and a younger sou named John. 

In 1349 l^bort do Milkwallslade the elder settled his estates, 
miting them to himself for his life, and after his decease to his 
r son Robert and his lawful heirs, with remainder in case of 
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falling iasuo to John bia younger eon, with further remainder in a 
hko contiDgency to the right heirs of himself and Elena his wife. 

In the reign of Elizabeth the name of the eBtato waa abbreviated into 
Slade, and the names of the owners also suHbrcd a similar abridgment. 
Slade Hall, though still lu possession of the family, had ceased to be 
their resldonce, a lease of the premises having been made to Uichard 
Siddall of Manchester, yeoman, which was afterwards reuewed to 
Edward Siddall his son. Meanwhile the Sladea had retired to an 
estate in Staffordshire. An indenture made the 20th of April in the 
19 Elizabeth (1577) between RauH'e Slade of Breerehurst in the 
county of Stafford Gent, on the one part, and Roger Greeoa alder- 
man of Congleton in the county of Chester on the other part, 
wilnessoth that these parties in consideration of a marriage hereafter 
to bo had between Thomas Slade, son and heir apparent of the said 
Ritlph, and Marie Bollotto, daughter of Robert Bellotte late of 
Aloreton in the county of Chester Gent, deceased, agree that Itaufie 
Slade doth covenant and grant with Roger Greene, &c., by them 
presents that the said Thomas Slade shall, by God's permisBton and 
sufferance, before the feast of Holy Pentecost next, marry the said 
Marie Bellotte if she will be ready, consent and agree, and the laws 
of holy church on her part will it permit and suffer, &o. [a like 
covenant here following by Roger Greene for Marie Bellolte]. 
Ralph Slade then proceeds to covenant that before such marriage lie 
will convey to John Lawtoii of Lawton in the county of Cheatec 
Esq., Philippe Bellotte of Moreton Gent., and Richard Podmore 
and Richard Wbelocke of the parish of Wolstaiiton in the county of 
Stafford, yeomen, one certain messuage, &c., called Milkwalleslade, 
and all lands, &c., thereto belonging, witli the yearly rent of 266. 8d. 
situate and being in Withington in the county of Lancaster, and 
now or late in the tenure and occupation of Edward Syddall, to the 
following uses : — To the use of the said Ralph Slade for his life, 
afterwards to that of the said Thomas Slade and the lawful heirs of 
him and the said Marie Bellotte; in default of such issue to the 
lawful issue of Thomas Slade ; iu default of such to the right bein 
of Ralph Sladc for ever, free from all former grants, jointares, 



ANCIENT CHAPEL OF DIRCII 



123 



lowers, Sic. ; the lawful dower of Jooe Norat, wife of the said 
£alph, and one le^e of the aaid inesaiiage, lands, &o., to the said 
Edward Syddall for the term of iorty-two years (of which thirty are 
unexpired), and whereon is reserved the yearly rent of Sfis. 8d. payable 
lio the said Ralph, &c., always excepted. Ralph Slade further covenants 
that before the next court to bo holdcn at Thurstfield within the manor 
of Tunstall in the county of Stafford, ho will surrender, according to 
ithe custom of the manor, one capital messuage, &e., at lirerehurst, 
iwherein the said Ralph doth now dwell, and twenty-seven acres of 
land, &c„ into the hands of Geoffrey Rowley of Wedgewood and the 
Muid Richard Podmorc, two customary tenants of the said manor, to 
Ale end that they should present the same at the said court after 
the solemnization of the said marriage, before the steward, &o., to 
3 use of the said Thomas Slade and his heirs male by the said 
Marie Bellotte [&c. &c. as before] on condition that Thoniaa Slade 

; the said court, after his uiarriage and immediately after the 
■nrrendering of the premises aforesaid to his use, make a petit estate 

r surrender, according to the custom of the manor, to the said 
JBalph and Jono his wife, of two parts of the said messuage and of 
two parts of all buildings thereto belonging, and of eighteen acres of 
the said twenty-seven acres to the use of the said Ralph and Jone 
Jlia wife, during their lires, they yielding and pa}-ing two parts of all 
iiente, &c., duo and payable for the said two parts during their 
'Occupation. Upon condition also that the said Thomas, at the said 
ODtut, alter solemnization of the marriage, make a good and lawfid 
) by surrender or otherwise, according to the custom of the 
V, to the said Marie Btllotte, of the third part of the said 
tuge and buildings and of nine acres of the customary lands, 
leadue of the said twenty-seven acres, to Jlarie BelJotte for her life, 
viUi remainder to the said Thomas Slade and his heirs male. 
Provided the said Thomas and Marie shall inhabit and dwell tfige- 
tiier with the said Ralph and Jone at the said capital messnage, and 
4o the work and labour of the mid Raljth and Jone, so long as they 
«an agree together, Ralph and Jone finding to Thomas and Marie 
. tbnr cbildrea ■^l!a^ drink, clolliiiig and all other things 
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neoesBary, meet and convenient for living ; and if they cannot agree 
together then TbomnB and Mario to have the said nine acres of 
ouBtomar}' lands with the third part of the said capital iriessua^e, 
&c., during the life of Ualph and Jone, with remainder to Thomas 
and Marie as aforesaid. In conEidcratiou of which covenants, &c.. 
the said Roger Greene doth covenant to pay Ralph Slade at or 
before the aolomnization of the marriage £40 as the proper goods, 
filial portion or child's part of goods of the said Marie, italph Slade 
consents to be bounden in his " cscrlpte obiigatory'" bearing date 
with these presents, to the said Boger Greene in the sum of ^£'200. 
In witness whereof, &c. 

The date of the first assooiation of the family of Siddall with the 
Slade Hall estate was antecedent to the year 1565. which time ac- 
cords with the above recited indenture. Edward, son of Kchard 
Siddall of Withingtoii yeoman, obtained a lease of the premises for 
a terra of forty-two years. There had been an earlier lease of the 
promises to Richard Siddall, tho father, who resided at Slade Hail 
in 1558, as his will testifies : — 

Will Of Richard Siddall. 
In the name of God amen. The 22 daye of May iu tho yere of o' 
lord God a i.iccccci.viij''', ] r\q Sedull of Withington in the countie 
of Lancast joraan, beyng at this p'sent somlhingo deceaaid but thankes 
unto God of sounde and p'fcct memorie, and cosidering y^ death to 
every man is most c'teine and the hower and tyrae to all men most 
iinc'teine ; willing therefore by the help of God to make all thinkes 
in p'fect redines in such man and aorte as shalbe to y" glory of Qod 
and cofart of my wife and children, do ordoine and make this my 
teatanict wherein is couteincd tho eli'ccte of my last will, in man 
and forme following : Y' is to saye fiirste and principally I offer, 
geve and bequeth my soule to Almightie God my maker and rcdem', 
trusting y' by the merits of Christea passion and bloodo stieding to 
be one of that number that shalbe elect and chosen into evlastings 
glorio ; and my bodio to be buryed in the p'islio church of Maohesler 
or where it shall please God to appoynt. Also eoc'uyng y dot- 
pociKn of all and singuler my lands, tacke and tenemets it is my 
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will 3uid mynd y' the same abalbe and remene in man) and fonno 
thereaft' named and mccioned, y' is to saie it is my will and mynd 
and also I do aasigno and gevo all and evy my p'to and porcion of 
all and aingiilor y" lands and tencmcts w' y* app'tenancea now lying 
and beyng in Keyreall W*" latly I bought and pVcbasid, as by 
vrritinga tbereot' made more at larg* may appere, to Edward Sidall 
my cldiste soune and to hie heres male of his bodiu lawfully begotten, 
and for default of aucli issue y" same to come and reraene unto 
Thom'e Sidall my sdno and to bis beirs male of liis bodie lawfully 
begotten ; and for difauU of Biich issue y" same to corn and remene 
and be to my right hoirca for evr. Also 1 doe assigne and geve y" 
ahopo w^i" I jiave in tbe M'keth strete w"" tb' ajip'tcfices w'"" I Jatly 
purchasid, to Edward Sidall my sone aforesaid and to bis heires 
male of his bodie lawfully begotten ; and for default of such issue y* 
le to remene and come to Thorn's Sidall my yongest soiie aibre- 
id and to bis heres male of bis bodie lawfully begotten ; and for 
&tilt of Buche issue y* same to remene and come to my right berea 
for evr ; foraeying alwayea, and it is my will and mynd y' Ellysabetb 
now my wife shall have, bold, cnioyo and occupio y^ same shope 
duryng ber natural! life if she kepo her sole and unmaried ; and if 
she do m'reye then tbia my tegacie of y" said shoppo to be voyd unto 
Iier, any tbinke before mctioned to y* cotrarie made in any wise 
notw'^'atandinge. Also it is my tvill and myndo and also I do 
assigne and appoyute y* bouse mcaa'e or tent w"* 1 now dwell in 
vi^ th' appurtenances (called y" Mylkewall Slade) to Edward my 
sone, duryug suche terme as I have in afi' y' decease of Elizbetb my 
wife forsaid unto whom I aesigne y* same nteas'o and tent duryng 
the lif naturall of y said E!isal>»,-th, toward the bryuging upp of my 
cbildren, if she kepe ber sole and unmaried, or els not. Also 1 do 
aMsigne and geve unto my yongest none Thorn's Sid«ll alwvo said, all 
and evy my lanils and tuaem'U W^ I latly purcbasid in Mo*ton w* 
tb* app'tcnoes and to bin bcrea male of bis bodie lawfully hofpAlen ; 
and for default of mch vaae to c6 and remene to Edward Hidali my 
Bone and hi> hem ntale of bis budie lawfully begoUen ; aad fbr 
dc&olt of sneb mae y ranunder j'at to eoam to my riglit liorw for r"r 
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Alao I do assigno and beqneth by y" coaent and aescnt of Edward m; 
Boiio all and singuler y'' my meas'e and teneni' lycing and boyugat 
Diddiabury w'*' th' appetences and evy p'te and p'cell y^of ymediahJy 
aff y" deceaao of Eli3ab3 my wife wboe it is my mynd and will f 
she have the same duryng iier life if she kepe her soule and unraaried, 
and if ahe m'rye then y" saide Thorn's Sidall to have y" same 
ytnediately aft' she doth m'rye if my lease and tenne in the same « 
long continowe. Also it is my will and mynd and 1 du afisigne, 
name and appoynte y' Elisabeth, now ray wife, shall hare, occupie 
and enioyo one close or p'cell of ground caled y" M'led Yearth lyeing 
and beyng in the Houghe durynge her life, if she kepo her sole and 
unmaryed, if my lease or graunt y'of so long continewe, the rev'cion 
whereof shall come and remene ymediatly aff my [her] deceassor 
mariag unto Edward Sidall my said sono duryng my torme and . . . 
in y" same to his heres or assignee. Also it is my will and mynd f 
Edward Sidall my eone according to his former p'niyso shall aud 
will w^kjut Goneng, craft or gile make or cause to l>e made a sure and 
lawfuU surrend' and asauranc' in the lawc, such as sliall or may Iw 
lawfuU devised or advised by his counsell of in or upon one mcasc or 
teiit in Diddisbury aforesaid, to tiaro and to hould y° said mease or 
teiit to y* said Elisabeth duryng her life or untill slio do m'ry and 
aff her life or m'ryage to Thorn's my eoiie and his oasignes duryng 
all such tyme and terme as he the said Edward hath in the same or 
thereaft' may have by reason or occasion of any form' graunt or lease 
before made when it shall or maye be hereaft' lawfully demanded or 
required by the said Thorn's or his assignes. And if the said Edward 
Sidall my sono do refuse, or desire thus to do, then these my legacin 
and the benefilts before written and evy of them to he utterly voyd 
and of none etfect to the said Edward, eny thing before wTittcn and 
mcncioned to y^ cotrario made in any wise notw"'standiug. And 
cocernyng y" dispocicon of all aud singuler goods and cattcles it it 
my will and mynd y' the same aft' my fourth brynging and funerall 
expencies discharged shalbe devidid in to thre ptos, y* is to sue one 
pto unto my self, an oth'' pte unto my pore children and ; 
and last pte unto my wife, accordinge to y' lawo. Of w' 
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is my will and luynd y' Edward my sono have vji' xiij* iiij'' ; 
1 I do geve aud be^ueth unto Anae my dought' ov' aud beside 
I fair child pte and porcioD of ^oodce due utiUt ber xl'. Also I ^eve 
1 and bequeth to my Boiie Edward my best Jacked, my chanilet 
Idablet, my hat. aud my heng'; also I govc and dispose y' rest of 
I tnyae app'rell not bequethed, to Thorn's my sone w"" my second 

LlwDger and my Also I geve and bcqaetli to .... V. Alao 

^it is my will and mynd y* the rest of my pte of goods aud catteles 
[not bequethed and disposid shalbe dovided betwixt my wife and 
children hereaff named equally, y' is to saye Edward, Alis, Eliza- 
beth, Genet, Anne and Ellin. Alao it is my will and mynd y' if it 
happen, as God defend y', any of my said children, eth' my wife or 
any of them, do denye or refuse to stand to this my true and last 
will in man' and forme aforesaid, then he or she and they or any of 
theni BO denyeing or refuseing shall have no benelite, gayne nor 
advantage of any legacie so before to him or hir and theme gcven so 
denying or refusing, and the pte of them so denyeing to be equally 
devided amongeat the rest of those vv^^ arc content and pleasid, any 
thing raoncond or wryten to the contrarie n otw '''stand inge. Also I 
order, constitute and make Elia-ibeth my wife, Edward Sidall and 
Thorn's Sirlall my sonnes, my true and lawfull execut" to execute, 
p'fbrme, acconiplishe and fulfdl this my testamct and last will in 
man' and forme aforesaid according to the true intent, menyng, 
I»'port and efl'ecte y'of. And also I most hartely require my moat 
trustie and loving frendes Thorn's Birch Gent., Wittm Sidall and 
John P'cevall yornon, to bo y* sup'visors of this my last will and 
testamct, to see the same accompliahid and fuhillid in man' and 
fomio aforesaide, those boyng witenoses and p'sent, Thomas Birch 
Gent,, Kandull Kenyon and John Glover y* writer hereof, with 
others. 

Proved at Chester. 

His inventory amounted to £249 5s. Sd. 

The third part of the lands of Keraal referred to in his will were 
purchased by testator in the year 1548 from Ralph Kenyon of 
tiorton, to whom a conveyance had been made of the entire manor 
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by Balph SacheveroU and Phllippa Ins wife under the authority uf 
letters patent dated July 20, 2 Edward VI. They had until 
recently formed part of the pofieessions of the Priory of Lenton iu 
the county of Nottingham, hut had heen confiscated to the crovru on 
tho BuppreBsion of monasteries in the reign of Henry VIII. 

in 1565 a renewal of the lease of Slade Hall was grant«d to 
Edward Siddall, and before the time specilied therein had expired 
the Hrst step was taken by the lessee for the absolute purchase of the 
estate. Tiie several parties possessing an interest in the lands of 
Slade wore, as we have already seeu, Ralph Slade, to whom they 
were secured for his life, and Thomas Slade his son, to whom thg 
reversion and remainder had been conveyed. By indenture dated 
the 7th of June 22 Elizabeth (I5S0) Edward Siddall agreed to 
purchase the reversion from Tliomaa Slade, and on the 9th of Judb 
26 Elizabeth [1584') tho estate was absolutely conveyed to Edward 
Siddall by Ralph Slade and Joane his wife. The following is an 
abstract of tho deed of conveyance : — 

This indenture dated the 9th of June 26 Elizabeth (1 584) between 
Raphe Slade of Brerehurst in the county of Stafford Gent, and JoUit 
his now wife upon the one part, and Edward Siddall of Withington 
in the county of Lancaster upon the other part, witnessetli that the 
said Raphe and Joane for the consideration of £10 to them paid 
before sealing, by the said Edward Syddall, have given, granted 
to the said Edward Syddall, &c., all their right, estate, title, &0.. 
which they or either of thoni now have of in or to that mesBUago 
with tho appurtenances called MiUcewalleslade in Withington, and 
the buildings, orchards, gardens, &c., thereto belonging, and of and 
in the reversion of the said premises, &c., to have and to hold the 
said messuage. Sic, to the solo and proper use of the said Edward 
Syddall, &c., for ever. 

Edward Siddall, after completing the purchase, rebuilt the honw 
the following year in its present form, and dying February 18, 1588,1 
was succeeded by his son George, who was then twonty-fivo yeuB of 
age. 

The inquisition post mortem of Edward Siddall was taken at 
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Bolton the 23rd of September SO Elizabeth (1588). It is as 
follows : — 

Iiidonted ini:|Utsitioa taken at BoUon 23rd of September 30 Eliza- 
bctb, before Thomas Heeketh Esquire, escheator of our Lady the 
Qneou in the said county by virtue of a writ of tlio Queen " de diem 
clausit extretuuni" to him directed, after the death of Edward 
Syddall late of Slade in the said county, in the said writ named, on 
the oaths of Peter Heywood Gent., Alexander Leyvar Gent., 
Richard Leighe Gont., Richard Scocroft GJent., Ralph Greene Oeat., 
Richard Wood Gent., Ralph Haughton Gent., Henry Hardy Gent., 
Robert Hardy Gent., Ralph Bridge Gent., George AUonson Gent., 
George Kenyon Gent., Thomas Kaye Gent., Robert Ravalde Gent., 
Heury Ohetham Gent., Wilham Bamford Gent., and Robert But- 
terwortb Gent-, who say on their oaths that on the day before the 
death of the said Edward Syddall, &c., the said Edward Syddall was 
seised in bis demesne as of fee, of and in one capital messuage or 
lement called the Milkcwall Slade with the appurtenances, and of 
n certain closes of land containing by estimation twenty-four 
situate, &c., in Rusholmo and Witbington, Sic. ; also of and 
ID certain other closes and meadows with their appurtenances con- 
taining by estimation twenty acres of land, in Gorton, &o. ; also of 
and in one hurgago or tenement and one shop with appurtenances 
Bituate, &c., in Manchester ; and also of and in the third part of the 
manor of Kerksawo otherwiBO called Xorksall with the ajipurte- 
nances; and of and in one burgage or tenement, two cottages, the 
third part of a watei^mill, the third part of one other cottage and 
three acres of land ; and of and in the third part of one other cottage 
and one garden; and of and in forty acres of land, ten acres of 
meadow, thirty acres of pasture, four acres of wood, and Ibe third 
part of a certain waste whether calletl by the name of Kersall Wood 
or Kersall Moor situate, &c., in Kersawe alias Kt^rsall aforesaid ; 
and of a certain free rent of twelve pence yearly, payable out of 
certain lands and tenements called Lees in tho parish of Oldham, 
reel of the said manor of Kersall ; and of a certain other 
r throe shillings and four pence yearly, jtayablo by a 
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certain Robert Hobaon as parcel of tho said manor of Eeksall ; anJ 
of a certain other freehold rent of five penoe yearly, paj'abic by 
Agnes Lees, a parcel of the said manor of Kerksall. And the said 
Edward Syddall of the said manors, ineEsuages, lands. &c., by s 
certain indented writing of his, gave and granted all and singular the 
said manors, &:c,, and premises in the said indented deed named, lo 
the use of tho said Edward Syddall for tho term of his lite, and tStet 
his decease to the use of Elizabeth Syddall the then wife of the said 
Edward, and to George Syddall their son, and heir apparent of tie 
said Edward Syddall in the said writ named, and the lawful heirs of 
the said George ; and failing all issue, then to tho use and benefit of 
Thomas Syddall, younger son of tho same Edward Syddall in the 
said writ named, and hia heirs male, &c.; and in default thereof to 
the right heirs of Edward Syddall in the said writ named, for ever. 
In virtue whereof and in pursuance of a certain act in the parliament 
of onr Lord Henry VIII., late King of England, and in the twenty- 
seventh year of his reign, " For transferring of uses in possession" 
made and provided, the same Elizabeth and George, after the death 
of the said Edward, were seised of all and singular tho said manors, 
messuages, lands, &c., namely tho said Elizabeth in her demesne a 
of fee tenement for the term of her life, and tho said George in faia 
demesne as of like feo. And tho said juroi's further say on that 
oaths that ibo said Edward Syddall, &c., then so seised of all I 
singular the said manors, messuages, lands, kc, in all and singular 
tho premises, died seised of such estate at Milkwallelade aforesiud, 
the 18th of February in tho thirtieth year of tho reign of oar Ladj 
the Queen ; and that the said George Syddall is son aud next htat 
of tho same Edward, and is aged at the time of the taking of tltia 
inquisition twenty-five years and more. And further tho jurors, &c^ 
say that the said messuage or tenement called Milkwall Slade and 
the rest of tho premises in Biseholme and Witliington .iforeaaid s 
worth yearly in all outgoings clear of deductions twenty-six shillingi 
and eigbtpence ; and that the said lands and tenements in Gortd^ 
aforesaid are worth yearly in all outgoings clear of dcducti(Mi 
sixteen shillings ; and that the said burgago and sliup iu Afanchestt 



ANCIENT CnAPEL OF BIRCH. 



131 






<Baid is worth yearly in all eispeiico ; and that tlio aaid third 

part of the iu:iiiar of KJrkshawe or Kerksall aforesaid is worth 

yearly in all outgoings clear of deductions JPi. And further the 

"jurors, &c., say that the said messuage or tenement called Milkwall 

llade of the eaid lands or tenements in Riseholme and Withington 

are held and at the time of the death of the said Edward 

rddall, &c., were held of Nicholas Langford Esquire by fealty, and 

lid two shillings and sispence yearly for all Eervices and demands 

itsoever ; and that the said lands and tenements in Gorton afore- 

aud the said burgage and shop in Manchester aforesaid arc held 

the time of the death of the said Edward Syddall were held of 

Am Lacy Esquire, lord of Manchester, by fealty as well as by all 

■vioeB, &c, ; and that the said third part of the manor of Kerksawo 

lerwtsc Eerksali, and the rest of the premises in Korksawe afore- 

id are held at the time of the death of Edward Syddall, &c., were 

beld of the said lady the Queen that now is, in capite, namely by 

the twclftli part of one knight's fee. And further the said jurora, 

&C., say that the said Edward Syddall liad no other or more 

manors, lands or tenements on the day of his death, had or held in 

demesne or by Horvice, as far as the said jurora in any way could 

ascertain. In testimony whereof to one part of this inquisition the 

said cscheator as well as the said jurors have set their seals, and to 

the other part of the said inquisition which remains in the custody 

of the said jurors the said escheator has set hia seal the day and year 

first above written. 

George Siddall succeeded to the Slade Hall estate, as already 
itimated, on the death of his father in 158b, being at that time 
twenty-fiva years of age. He married Frances Kay, who if not 
herself a native of Yorkshire, was connected by ties of affinity with 
Richard Kay, of Dodworth, in that county. He appears to have 
conveyed liis lands in Kersal to his sou Qeorge Siddall. He died 
November 14, lf>16. His inquisition p.m. taken at Bolton Decem- 
ber 20 in that year, makes no reference to his Kersal property, which 
had already been transferred to his son. He died seised of Slade 
Hall and twenty-four acres of land, of twenty acres of land in 
Ciorton, and of a burgage, tenement or shop in Manchester. 



13S 



A IIlSTonV OP THE 



George Siild^l, Iiia son and heir, was in hia twenty-nintli year 
whGu he succeeded his father in the family inheritance in 1616. By 
a deed executed in hie father's life time, dated March 22, 1613, ho 
conveyed a part of his landa in Kersal to George Kouyou Gent^ for 
the consideration of ^150. They are described ns two doaes ia 
Kersal called the Round Meadow and the Little Red Stone, and 
four acres of Kersal moore or Kersal wood, " to boe taken out of the 
parte belonging and whiuh of right ought to belong to rae Oeorgs 
Siddall, in commune or upon dyvision, partition, improvemeDt or 
innlosuro of y' said mooro." The greater portion, however, of the 
estate was transferred by the said George and Katharine his wif« 
immediately after his father's death. By indenture dated Novcnibor 
2, 1616, George Siddall and Katharine lus wife, in consideration of 
the sum of £3ii5, grant, bargain, sell and confirm to William 
Leaver, of Darey Leaver, all and singular tho messuages, lands, Sk., 
as follows, namely, all that messuage and tenement situate in Korea], 
now or late in the tenure or occupation of John Aston, and all that 
other messuage in Kortal, in the occupation of Abraham Seddon; 
also one full third part of the messnagc in Kersal, in tho occupation 
of William Bigle, and also one third part of the water corn mill in 
Kersal, commonly called Kersal Mylnc, now in tho tenoro of 
llichard Holland Esq. : also all that and those tho barn, stable and 
shippon in Kersal atbresaid, now or late in the tenure or occupation 
of the said George Siddall and of Adam Qartside, of Prcstwtch, 
yeoman ; together with a bay of building in Kersal aforesaid at the 
end of the shippon, now or late in the tenure of George Kenyon 
Gent, i also all those closes, &c., in Kersal, namely, the Oakes, now 
or late in tho tenure of George Siddall and George Kenyon ; tin 
Barn Field, now in tho tenure of George Kenyon ; the two Thistls 
Fields, tho Horse Hey, the Warthe, the Bottoms Wood Field, and 
the Bottoms Wood, now or late in the tenure of tho said Adam 
Gartside; together with a third part of the close lying in KemI 
aforesaid, commonly known as the Meano Field; and also all the 
part, purpartie and porcon of the said George Siddall of and in that 
coiiioii or moore in Kersal aforesaid, commonly known by tho name 
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f Kersal mooro or KerRol wood ; and all that rent of tlireo shiiJinga 
ktid four pence issuing out of that messuage in Awdwynshawe in 
ike county of Lancaster, now or late in the tenure of Raphe Ilobson 
^mt. 

In addition to this trauefer of tho Kcrsal estate George Siddalt, 
rho must be roganiod as the spendthrift of the family, alienated in 
1627 to John Beswicic of Manchester chapman and his heirs for 
ever, two closes of land in Grindlow lilareh within Gorton, in extent 
five acres, and known by the respective names of the Two Acres and 
the Cullenfieid. The purchase money paid was £40. 

On the 2ath August IG29 ho grants a seven years' lease of his 
"capital messuage called Milkwall Slade or Slade" to John Kinsey, 
id Blackden in Goosetiee in the county of Chester Gent., in consi- 
deration of the payment by John Kinsey of the sum of ^1 60 ; the 
le included also all lands belonging to the said George Siddall in 
'Witbington, Gorton and Grindlowe, &c., and at the termination of 
,ttte seven years specified the lease was renewed for the further period 
</t forty years, to commence from the death of Katharine, wife of 
George Siddall. Mr. Kinsey had married, the month preceding the 
dat« of the first lease, Aime, daughter of George Birch of Birch 
Gent., and sister of the afterwards celebrated Colonel Thomas 
Birch M.P. 

In 1 6Gi Mr. Siddall was summoned to appear beforo Sir William 
Dugdale, Norroy King of Arms, when holding his Visitation of the 
county of Lancaster, to register his descent and justify his title of 
gentleman or esquire, and bis right to bear such eoat of arms and 
orest as he usually bears. Mr. Siddall was at this time residing in 
Birchall houses in Busholmc, his own estate being under lease to 
Mr. Kinsey. It does not appear that the family of Siddall was 
heraldic. He dieil at an advanced ago, and probably outlived his 
son Thomas, John, eldest son of Thomas Siddall, being declared 
executor under the will of his grandfather. 

There is nothing in the later descent of the family to call for 
epecial notice ; the line of succession has continued unbroken to the 
present time. It is now vested in John Siddall Gent., who has 
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ooaaed to reside at tbe hall, and is living abroad. He is married, 
and has male isHue. 

Slade Hall is situated a few yards to the west of tho London and 
North Western line of railway. Though some parts of the house 
have been nioderuised, and considerable alterations have from time 
to time been made in the internal arrangements, it still retains aulE- 
cieat traces of its former self to render it deserving the notice of the 
antiquary. It appears to have been erected about the middle of 
the sixteenth centurj', a supposition which is home out by the date 
15S5 and the letters E. S. and G. S. corresponding with the initials 
of Edward Siddall, tho purchaser of tbe estate, and George Siddal!, 
his son and successor, which appear over tbe principal doorway, 
and exhibits tbe general features and characteristics common to the 
timber houses of that period. The structure is in tbe form of a 
parallelogram, with two gables of unequal size projecting from the 
north or principal front. The building is constructed almost entirely 
of wood, a stone foundation supporting tbe massive oak timbers 
M-hich form the framework, tbe latter connected by horizontal wall- 
pieces of tbe same material, carried along the face of tbe building, 
these being firmly bolted to tbe upright posts, and receiving addi- 
tional strength from diagonal braciug ribs, the inierveniug spaces 
being filled with a plaster of clay and rushes, and whitened on tho 
surface. Tho windows are square, exhibiting a number of lights 
divided by substautial timber mullious, and crossed by a transom of 
the same material. The house is of two stories, the upper story 
projecting a little beyond the lower, and tbe roof overhanging this 
again, a peculiarity frequently met with in buildings of this classi 
the several gables have barge-boards, simple in character, and tM- 
minated by hip-knobs, slightly ornamented. 

The interior presents little to call for attention, if we except some 
of the upper rooms, where some ornamental plaster-work of very fair 
execution still remains in a tolerablo state of preservation. In a 
room on the north side of the house the ceiling is embellished in 
stucco-work, and on one of tho walls are three" heraldic shields. The 
centre one, encircled by a garter, aud surmounted by the lotlors 
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|£. R., bears the arms of Queen Elizabeth, iu whose reign tlio hall 
t built: Quarterly Ist aud 4th, az, three fleurs-de-lis or for 

\ Franco; Snd and 3rd, gules three lions passant, guardant or for 
England. Supporters : Dexter, a lion rampant, guardant and 
crowned or. Sinister : A dragon gules. To the left of this shield 
is another, divided into eleven i^uartoringg, containing the arma of 
tho Stanley fiimily and their alliances, the first Gve quarters of which 
are 1st, arg. on a bend az. three bucks' heads^ caboshcd or, for 
Stanley ; 2nd. or on a chief indented az. three plates, for Lathom ; 
3rd, gu. throe legs conjoined iu the fesso point, iu armour ppr. 
garnished and spurred or, for Isle of Man ; 4th, chequy or and az. 
for Warren ; 5th, gu. two lions passant arg, for Strange. Supporters ; 

» Dexter, a griHin. Sinister : a buck, both or and dncally collared and 
chained az. This shield is surrounded by a garter, and over it are 
the letters E. D., tho initials of Edward Earl of Derby, who died in 
1572, so celebrated by Camden for his magnifioenco and liberality. 
To the right of the centre coat of arms is another shield of eleven 
quarterings, which cannot be identified, a coronet and supporters 
denoting it to bo that of a peer. Above the shield are tho letters 
£. S. On another wall is depicted a hunting scene with stag and 
dogs in plaster-work, somewhat rudo in execution ; and near it an 
eagle with wings endorsed, preying upon an infant in its cradle, the 
crest of the Stanley family. 
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Birch Chapel, dedicated to St. James, was erected by the Birch 
family, and consecrated in the reign of Elizabeth, Dr. Hibbert 
Ware conjectures that it was built soinetime between the years 1558 
and 1573, but we have it on Bishop Gastreli's authority that it was 
consecrated by his predecessor Dr. Gh.iderton, whose episcopate 
coDimenced in 1579 and terminated in 1595; and in confirmation 
of this we find that in 1573, when injunctions were given by the 
Archbishop of York to tho Warden of Manchester, e.thorting him 
anil the Fellows to diligent and constant preaching every Sunday 
in the Church of Jlanchester or in one of the chapels of ease con- 
nected with it. Birch Chapel is not included, whilst the chapels of 
Strettbrd, Chorlton, Didsbury, Gorton, Danton, Newton and Black- 
ley aro all named.' Like most of the other chapels in tho parish of 
Manchester its early use was doubtless limited to the family on 
whose estate it was erected, and their ummediato dependents, after^ 
wards extending its inilueneo as the surrounding population increased 
and possessing a more public character. At first it was wholly 
unendowed ; the income of the officiating minister arising exclusively 
frwn the voluntary contributions of tho inhabitants of Kusholme and 
itB neighbourhood, and these being at all times precarious, the chapel 
was frequently left without ministerial superintendence. Such was 
the case iu 1598, as we learn from the Visitation returns of that 
year, — " Birche chapel in Busholmo latolie erected and now voyd 
of a curate," In lfi36 Mr, Bentley'a income from the chapel-wage, 
as this contribution was termed, amounted to £17 2s. 7d. It was 
in 1640 that a subscription was first commenced for the purchase 
of land, "to bee laid to the Birch ehapell," and intended as a 
permanent endowment-fund. The number of contributors was 
sixty-seven, and the amount raised was £-40 8s. 8d. Amongst the 
donors' names we find " ould M''' Birche £5 ; Raphe Worsley £i ; 
Thomas Shehnerdine £2 ; Mr. Siddall of Slade £1 6s. Sd. ;" bnt as 
the interest of the sum thus collected was too small to supersede the 
neceBBity for the customary annual subscription, " moneyes" wore also 
' HoUioeworth's Chronicles of MaHchttler, p. 83, 
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" gathered for the chitrgea of proeuringe meanes for the ministry it 
Birch Cliapell," Mr. Raphe Worsley heading the Ust with 89., 
followed by old Mrs. Birch 5a. 3d., Mr. Birch 58., Mr. Siddall 
3a. 4d. and Anno Edge 2s. 6d. The special fund for the endowment 
of the chapel was expended the same year in the purchase of a einiUl 
estate, two acrea in extent, of the inheritance of Mr. Thomas Siddall 
of Slade, situated at Longaight, and known by the name of the Great 
Pendleton, to which Colonel Birch added as a gift about an acre of 
land from his own estate at Grindlow Marsh in Gorton, which 
adjoined the two acres already purchased, and caused the whole to 
be conveyed to himself, promising to roconvey both estates to such 
trustees as the inhabitants should appoint. The unsettled period of 
the Commonwealth succeeding, no reconveyance was immediately 
made, but in 16.>8 Colonel Birch, unknown to the inhabitaots of 
Busholme, settled the lands upon his eldest son Thomas Birch and 
his heirs to the following uses : " to the use and behoofo of one 
orthodox preaching mtniatcr of the gospel], to be constantly resident, 
to performe divine service att the chappell att Birche in the parish 
of Manchester and county of Lancaster, and to the use and behoofg 
of such his successors as shall be orthodox preaching ministers, and 
constantly resident att the said chappell for ever." On its being 
made known to the inhabitants that Colonel Birch had constituted 
his son sole trustee they expressed their dissatisfaction, and requested 
of him that he would reeonvey the estate to a body of trustees 
elected by the inhabitants ; and accordingly by a deed dated Decem- 
ber 20, 1672, Colonel Birch and bis son Thomas made a new 
conveyance of the land to George Birch Gent, (son and heir of 
Thomas Birch the younger, and grandson of the colonel). Raphe 
Worsley of Piatt Gent., John Siddall of Slade Gent., Oliver Edge of 
Birchall Fold Gent., Robert Birch of Grindlow Gent., George 
Worsley of Blakestake Gent., Thomas Hartley of Moss Side 
yeoman, Ralph Cowper of Cringlebrook yeoman, Ralpho Nicholson 
of Cringlebrook yeoman, Isaac Hall of Levenahulme yeoman, and 
John Bradsbaw of Fallowfield yeoman, tn this latter conveyance, 
however, the terms of tlio former trust were changed, and no doubt 
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ith a view of dotacliing the benefits of the endowment from the 
vpiBCOpal and cooferring them on the Presbyterian form of worship, 
which had in the interim become more popular. Instead of the 
rents, issues and prolits being limited specifically to Birch Chapel as 
ID the former deed, they are directed " ever hereafter, to the pleasure 
of Almighty God, to bee yearely from time fo time, justly, truely, 
carefully, faithfully and wholly disposed of, distributed and imployed 
for the good and benefitt of the inhabitants in or neere Birche for 
the time beinge, in such manner and sorte as all or the greater parte 
t>f the trustees aforesaid shall order and appoint." Such a perversion 
of the intentions of the original contributors to the fund naturally 
gave ofieDce to all who remained staunch to the old form of church 
government, and a threatened misapplication of the rent of the estate 
on the part of George Birch Gent., one of the trustees, was met by a 
■trong remonstrance, and laid the foundation for disputes, which 
were not settled until the year 1743. In that year a case was 
prepared for counsel, and submitted to Mr. Edward Ghetham, who 
decided that the second deed executed by Colonel Birch was valid in 
ao iar as it transferred the trust from the exclusive control of his 
own family into the hands of a body of trustees appointed by the 
inhabitants, but that the application of the funds must be regulated 
by the deed first executed, which limits to Birch Chapel the lands 
Id question and their yearly profits. The duties of the trustees of 
the chapel lands were not only to collect the rents as they became 
due, but also to superintend the collecting and disbursing of all other 
sums of money raised for church ]iuryjoses. The custom appears to 
lisve been to have a weekly collection from the congregation. From 
this fund, to which was afterwards added the rent of the chapel 
lands, Mr, Finch received by agreement ten shillings for each 
Sunday, and all expenses incurred in keeping the chapel in repair 
■were hence defrayed. In 1679, afVer tlie payment fo Mr. Finch of 
the stipulated sum, there remained of the total amount collected in 
■the chapel a surplus of £] 15s. 2d., "out of w"'' sumo Mr. Sincb 
I had ten shillinges of a gratuity because he had beone sicko, soo there 
iremained .£"1 Ss. 2d., out of vi'^ was paid seven Bhillingcs and six 
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pence for repaire of the Chappcll and eight Bhilliugea six ponoa man 
was lost in bad and broken money ; soe then there retnained luns 
ehilhngs two pence w^ wiis paid iu pte of a greater sume fTor tlm 
continuation of the liberty att the Cbappell." 

In 1651 this estate produced to Mr. John WigaD, then minister 
of the chapel, the sum of £S 10s., to which until recently had Itecn 
added a certain annual grant from Bequest rat ions, now withdrawn.' 
Thia waa declared to be itfi annual value at the cominencanieDt of 
the laat century, when a return was made of its value to Bisho[i 
Gasfrell. The voluntary contributions of the inhabitants in aid of 
the eudowmcnt amounted at the latter period to about ^9. The 
estate remained in possession of tlio chapel until very recently, and 
formed in part the site of the old parsonage- house. In IS50 it was 
tliou-^ht desirable to sell the house, which was much dilapidated, 
and also a plot of land, in o.xtent 7,197 square yards, being part of 
the field lying on the north-east side of tho turnpike road at LoDf- 
sight in Oortou. This was done under the authority of a commiaaoa 
issued by the Bishop of the Diocese. The house realised ^75, and 
the land ^1,199 10s., being at the rate of two pence per square yard 
at twenty years' purchase. Tho proceeds of the sale were applied 
in 1851 to tho erection of a new parsou.ige -bouse nearer to Birdi 
Chapel. The remainder of the estate is lot on chief, aud produow 
an income of ^30 per annum. 

In 1708 Warden Wroe returns the value of Birch Chapel at 
£3 10s., which was of course exclusive of tho voluntary contriba- 
tions of the inhabitants; and in 1720 the Rev, Thomas Wright, 
who held tho chapels of Didsbnry and Birch together, cstimatea the 
"contribution"' of the Birch congregation at ^16 per annum, wlulst 
that of Didsbury, owing to certain dissensions which prevailed, bid 
dwindled to £5 4a. " My friends in Manchester," he says, '^mdviae 
me to preach three Sundays at Birch and one at Didsbury." 

In 1747 John Dickenson Esq,, who by his then recent purchaae 

of the Birch estate, had become patron of the chapel, contributed 

.f 200 towards its endowment. This was met by a grant from the 

Goporiiora of Queen Anne's Bounty, and an estate called Schoolaliitl , 

' t/uudoK-tie USS. 4&9, fo. 5. 
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tnatt:(l u])on Gilbert Moss in Cheadle Moaley in tbe parisli of 
beadle and in tbe county of Cheater, was piircbased in 1763 for the 
if ^"630, Mr. Dickonson at tho time of its purcbaso adding 
'SO to the amount of his previous contribution. It consisted of a 
1 bouse, cottage, and thirty-two acres of land, and was escbanged 
1 1798 for a farm, outbuildings and 19a. 2r. SSp. Gbeshire measure, 
10 in Cbeadle, producing in 1849 an annual rent of £65. The 
mdon and North Westorn Railway intersects this estate, and has 
ud £600 for tbe land required, wbiub sum baa been investeil iu 
le funds. Iu 1780 Miss Mary Dickenson gave, with a like object, 
e sum of ^£"200, wbicb was met by a grant from Queeu Anne'e 
Ounty of a corresponding amount, and in 1 73- this sum of £400 
i8 expended in the purchase of an estate called Moorside in 
stloton near Rochdale, consisting of a house, outbuildings and 
ght acres of land. Tbis produced in 1849 an annual rent of £55. 
On the 1 6tb of June 1 650 an inquisition was taken at Manchester 
■fore Richard Slandisb, James Asbton, Alexander Barlow, Thomas 
irch, Robert Mawdesley, John Hartley and Peter Holt Esquires, 
DmDiissioners under the Great Seal of England, with a view to 
iecting a more equitable adjustment of ecclesiastical districts. The 
mmissioners report that " in the township of Wytbington are the 
ir chapels of Diddeabury, Birch, Cborleton and Denton, which 
Iftpels are Rt to be made a district parish." Tlieir report is correct 
I to Withington manor tbougb not of tbe township. Tbey add, 
loreover, that " Cborleton [on Medlock] bath neither church nor 
utpel nor benefice, and the inhabitants resort to Birob and Man- 
ester; part of tbe township near Birch should be annexed to it, 
id the other part continued to Manchester." These suggestions 
ere not carried out. 

Id March 1850 Birch was returned as n district cbapolry under 
'i George III. cap. 134, its annual value being estimated at £180. 
I was constituted a rectory under the provisions of the Manchester 
ectory Division Act, by an order in council dated June 8, 1854. 
The registers of tbe cbapet are all of a recent date, commencing in 
B year 1752, the earlier volumes having been lost. 
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A gTOQDd'plan of Birch Chapel, ond&ted, but which naj he 
referred to the vear ] 640 or thereaboote, u still in existence ; the 
&mUy from the Hall is not iocluded in the enameratioD of seat- 
ownen, and it ia diScolt to accooQt for the omission. 

A Divition o/j/'fformea in the Birche Chapel. 



1. iii.SiiilL 13>.4d. 


1. Bapbe Woniej. 


2. John HobMD. 


ThomuHartln. 


8. Tho. TMTio. 
Bobert B»i^(»d. 
J.Diei Bcdicfa. 
Thomu fitstcber. 
Widow Bordm«n. 


3. 0»t^S>d>IL 

Bichard TimriM. 
Widow BndilBW. 


4. JobD Wilkinson Jan. 
Edaiand Stnilh. 
WilliatD Bnidshair. 
John BmOc. 


4. TbomM Wolwerkft 

Widow Bnulduw. 
Widow Edge. 


ThoBiM Timperlrj. 
John HobwD, orior. 
John SoiUi. 


5. John Wilkiosoa. 
John Buldw. 
CbMks Woraley. 

John DikoDion. 
people. 


6. I>KkH!lIl<L 

Bobert Bowker. 
Tbonii Jamie;. 


6. Hnuj lIiiKho. 

Benould Perkinsoa. 
Abodni^o Bidingei. 
Hw. Birch, blac&ioith. 


7- Viw^B^ej. 
Joteph Eenion. 
John Hunt, 
Ibomiii Pcnirall. 


7. Widow Blomilcy 
Edwwd Worelej. 
Henry Ecnde, 
John Hault. 


8. Edmund Knowlo. 
Steron Sholcro.»e. 
Richard Pctti»»lL 
Jobo PeraiviiU. 


8. Edmund Whiticar. 
Alemndcr Birch. 


9. Goorgs AepinwalL 
Tbo. Barnard. 

TUftrj D«ris. 


3. George Praicot. 
James Woaenoroft. 
Henrj Broome. 


10. Bobert TaUot (amilj. 
Nicholu Balev. 
Tho. Bwaforf jimioi-. 


10. John Birohe. 
Widow DicVonsoD. 

Tho. TraTi8^ hoojon gnme. 

11. WiUiam Birohe. 



^^^^^F ANCIENT CHAPEL OF BlltCU. 143 


^ 


The Chapel-Book, which bears date 1 636, is more comprehensive. 


^^1 


Ting at ouco the adjacent hamlets connecting thomselvea with the 


^^^H 


lapel at that period, and also a 


list of the families then resident in 


^^^H 


le several localities, aod the amount paid by each in support of the 


^^^H 


iniBtrations at Birch Chapel. 




^^^^M 


Birche and Birch hall houses. 


William Jobson 


^^^^H 


'M'^ Anne Ilirehe, 25» 


Jacob Taylor, 4> 


^^^^^^1 


Mr. Thomas Birche, 20' 




^^^^^^^H 


Oliver Edge, 25' 


Levenshulme. 


^^^^^^^H 


Thomas Greaves, 4» 


Widow Percival, 6" 


^^^^^^^1 


John Ridingea, 2» 


John and Robert Dickonson, 4' 


^^^^H 


Tho. Birch, blacksmith, 2* 


AUesander Birch, 2» 6^ 


^^^^1 


Henry Hughes, 4' 


Isack Halle, 3- 4-1 


^^^^^H 


Edmund Whitticar, 2' 


Richard Johnson, 5» 
John Shelmerdine, 4" 


^^^1 


Slade and Rushford. 


Robert Broome 


^^^^^^^1 


Mr. Kinsey, 6» 8'' 


Thomas Tiraperley, 3- 


^^^^^^1 


Mr. Sidall, 13> ¥ 


William Mellor 


^^^^^^^1 


Joseph Kenion, 6« 


William Nicholson, 6- 


^^^^^^^H 


Abram Kenion, 4' 


Nicholas Baylie, 2" 


^^^^^^^H 


M-^' Adkinaon, ¥ 


Widow Taylor, 2' 
Robert Taylor, ]> 


^^^1 


Grinloiv and Chorlton. 


Raphe Glossop, 4» 


^^^^^^^H 


Thomas Wolwerke, 8- 


Richard Smith 


^^^^^^^1 


John Bradshaw, *• 


Thomas Hobson, 3» 


^^^^^^^1 


George Pomfret, 2' 


Edward Gorton, 2' 


^^^^^^^1 


Thoruaa Persivall, 4» 


John Hobaon, jun. 


^^^^^^^1 


John Hunt, 2» 


Widow Bouker, I' 


^^^^^^^H 


Edmund Knowles, 2' 


Jolin Birch, 2' 


^^^^^^^H 


Widow "Williamson, 3' 4^ 


James Bouker, 2> 


^^^^^^^1 


James Bodea, 2" 


John Percival], 4- 


^^^^^^^1 


iBobert Radcliffe, 2- 


Richard Porcivall, 2' 


^^^^^^^H 


Adam Hulme 


Nicholas Wimbell, 4" 


^^^^^^^H 


William Streete 


Rodger Bewsicko, 2» 8^ 


^ 
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Raphe Marlor 
Joseph Stoppard, 3' 
Thomas Smith, 1« 

Ru3hulme. 
Raphe Worsloy, SS" 
T)ionias Shelmerdine, 13* 4^ 
Charles WorBloy, 4* 
William Shehnerdine, 8" 
Thamaa Travis, 10- 
John Davie of Manchester, 4» 
Thomas Shelmerdine, sen., 3' i^ 
Marie Davie, !• 4^ 
Adam Sidall, 2» 4-1 
John WUkinaou, whclewrit, 4' 
Robert Bouker, 3" i'^ 
Richard Travisso, 6» S-" 
Renould Parkinson, 3* 
Margret Diekoneon, 1" 4^ 
Thomas Janney, 4" 
John Davie, 2' S"^ 
Edward Raguley, 3> 4d 
WilHam Birch, 1" i'^ 
Thomas Uaaiford, 2' 
Edward Worslcy, 2' 
Thomas Hartley, Mosa-side, 4* 



Matthew Rarlow, Ileaton 
Edmund Smith, 4" 

ffallowfeild, Ladle Borne, t^c. 
Robert Bamford, 4* 
Thomas fBetcher, 4» 
Widow Bordman, 3' 
Richard Bordman, 2' 
George Sidall, 6» 
James Bedich, 4* 
Robert Bradshaw, 6" 
Elizabeth Blomiloy, 2* 
John Barlow, 4' 
George Blomiley, 2* 
John Smith alias England, 1* ifl 

Withington and /touaend. 
Robert Brook, 2» 
Nicholas Lnngford, 1" 4' 
Alice Baguley, 2> 8<i 
William Langford, S* 
John Wood, 2' 
ftraneis Wood, 1' 4A 
Randlo Sedon, 1» i^ 
William Blomiley, 2" 
Deaffe Margret, 2" 



The subordination of Birch Obapel to Manchester Church iB' 
shown in the payment of tithes to the Warden and Fellows of 
Manchester as rectors of the entire parish. In 1701 the tithes of 
Rusbolme proper, in which township Birch Chapel is situatei], were 
leased by the Warden and Fellows to Mr. Worsley for £5. The 
tithes chargeable on the Birch demesne were farmed by Mr. Bireh 
for £3 Ifia., and on Bircball £1 He., and Mr. Siddall was lessoe of 
the tithes of his own estate of Sladc, and paid Ave Ehillingfi and 
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Bix))ence : making a total of £10 14a. 6d. In 1848 the rent-charge, 
payable to the Dean and Chapter of Manchester in heu of tithes 
over the whole township of Rusholme was £84. No district was ever 
assigned to Birch Chapel, that apparently given to it in the Chapel- 
Book of 1636 being merely conventional, mjggCBted by convoniBnce, 
and not recognised or sanctioned by any authority. 

The earliest known allusion to Birch Chape] represents it as de- 
prived of ministerial superintendence; this would be within a few 
of the date of its erection ; the Visitation returns of 1598 thus 

Ferring to it: "Bircho Chapel in Busholme latelio erected and 
BOW voyd of a curate," 

The first minister whose name has been recorded is one Richard 
Lingard. curato of the chapel in 1622. Of him nothing more than 
his name is known. At the time indicated he was within a year of 
the termination of his incumbency. In 1623 the Rev. Thomai 
Norman was found discharging the duticn of the oRice, having 
relinquished the chapel at Gorton, where bis name occurs in 1618- 
21. It is uncertain how long he remained at Birch, but from the 
recurrence of his name in the Gorton register in 1641 and later in 
1650, it is conjectured that after a brief stay at Birch he returned to 
his former charge at Gorton. He was still resident in Rusholme in 
the capacity of Curate of Birch Chapel in October 1632, at which 
time he buried a daughter (Elizabeth) at the t'ollegiate Church, and 
even aa late as April 3, 1633, when his daughter Sarah was also 
buried. In 1 635 a Mr. Bentley officiated at Birch, and is described 
in the registers of Didsbury Chapel of that year, at which time and 
place he cliristened one of his children, as preacher at Birch Chapel, 
being followed by a Mr. Hall, who was resident there in a like 
capacity in 1641. 

In 1646 the Rev, John Wigan, leaving Gorton, fixed his residence 
st Birch, " whore he set up congi'e<;ationaliBm," this being about the 
time when the Independents or Congregational ists first prominently 
opposed the Presbyterian form of church government. Adam 
lllartindalo {Life, p. 61) speaks of these new opinions as " tugging 
iard at Gorton to get in there in the days of Mr. Wigan, my prede- 
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oessor, who epont bis afternoons' Bcrmons constantly to promole it, 
and meeting with remoras too weighty to be removed, he wm than 
ueing all endeavours to get it up at Birch, which in time he eflected.'' 
The difference in his views on church matters led to bis seclusion 
from his Presbyterian brethren, who made an effort, though an 
uusucceBsful one, to secure his adhesion, the result of which ia stated 
in the proceedings of that body under the date June 9, 1647: — 
" The members of y° last classia appointed to deal with Mr. Wigan 
returned answer that the said Mr. Wigan was not desirous to meet 
them as members of a class but aa fellow- brethren ; promised to 
return his scruples to you in writing; not yet done."' Mr, Wigan 
afterwards left Birch, and indeed ceased from the ministry. Having 
entered the army ho became first a captain and afterwards a major. 
Martindale makes another allusion to him (Life, p. 76) when 
speaking of the revolutions in cliurch and state which succeoded tho 
death of Charles I.: — "Diverse of the ministers of tho clasns 
hurried about and imprisoiied at Liverpool and Ormskirke till tt 
came even to peaceable Mr. Angicr : those of Manchester, viz. Mr. 
Heyrick and Mr. Hollinworth put to pensions {if they got them}, 
the colledge lands being sold and tho coUedge itself to Mr, Wigao, 
who now being turned Aiitipicdohaptist and I know not what more, 
made a bame there into a chappell, where he and many of his 
porswaeion preached doctrine diametrically opposite to the ministert 
porswasion nnder their very nose." From the Parliamentary Oom- 
missioners' Report of 1650 it apjjoara that Mr. John Wigan vm 
still at Birch. He is therein described aa "a painfull godl;^ 
preaching miniflter," and as having " received some maintenance out 
of the sequeatrations, but all orders expiring about midsummer 1650 
he then depended on the contributions of the people."' His resig- 
nation followed shortly after. Of his children, Elizabeth waa 
married February 19, 1G56, to Mr, Daniel Dunbaven of Warringlon, 
and Lydia June 10, 165S, to the Bev, William Morris of Haa- 
Chester. 

' Proetediitgi tfthe Firtt Jtfanekrtfer ClaaU, n M9. in Ibe Chetham Ubruj. 
' LaHdovinf MSB. 459, to. 6. 
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On the 13th of July 1659, the Rov. Robert Birch, minister of Birch 
Chapp), was jireseiit at a meeting of ministers convened in Manches- 
ter, for the purpose of settling amicably the dift'crences of opinion 
prevailing amongst them in religious matters. At this meeting it 
waa agreed lo " lay to heart all unnecessarj' distances jind unbrotberly 
•arriagea one towards another and engage in this accommodation in 
all nnfeigned love and steadfast resolution, to pray one with and for 
Miother, and to lay aside to their utmost all words and carriages that 
may violate or prejudice this Christian communion."' Mr. Birch 
was probably a nieinber of the family possessing the patronage of 
the chapel. Refusing to conform he was silenced on the passing of 
the Act of Uniformity in 1662, and afterwards altogether abandoning 
the ministeral function, practised as a physician and surgeon.^ He 
died in 1693. His will, which is dated June 24, 1692, was proved 

Chester October 4, 1693, and is as follows: — I, Robert Birch, of 
firindlowe within the to\vnsbip of Chorlton alias Chorlton roa in the 
county of Lancaster, clerk, being weak in body but of sound and 
perfect memory, thanks be to Almighty God, do make, constitute, 
ordain and declare this my last will and testament, in manner and 
form following, revoking by these presents all former will and wills 
heretofore by me declared either by word or writing. And firat, I 
give and commit my soul into the hands of Almighty God, assuredly 

» believing through the merits of Jesus Christ to be eternally saved; 
■nd my body to the earth to be burled in snch decent manner as to my 
eXGCUtrLt hereafter herein named shall bo thought meet. And now 
toe the settling of my temporal estate and such lands, goods, chattels 
itad debts as it hath pleased God to bestow upon me, I do order, 
give, devise and bequeath the same in manner and form following : 
And lirst, I will that my debts, if any such be, my funeral expenses 
and the probate of this my last will and testament, be paid out of 
my whole personal estate by my executrix hereafter herein named. 
Item I give, devise and bequeath unto Mary, my loving wife, all 
s situate, lying and being iu Chorlton roe 



ft 



ft 



t my messuage : 



, lying and heii 

' frccWiKnj' of Iht Firil Maneirilrr Clam 
' Vtiaaty's Abriil^ment, tal. ii., p, Hi. 
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aforesaid, containiiig by estimation aixteen acrea of land or therea- 
bouts, to have aud to hold to her and Iiur assies for her natural lile. 
And 38 toucbiiii; and concerning my personal estate, 1 do give, 
devise, dispose and bequeath the same in luauuer and form followiag, 
tliat is, first I give and bequeath unto all such of my graudchildroi 
as shall be living at the time of my duceaso ten ehillings apiece to be 
paid out of my said personal estate; and afterwards it is my will 
and mind that my personal estate be divided into throe equal parts, 
the first part whereof I give and bequeath to Mary, my loving vrihi 
and as tor and concerning the other two parts, it is my will and 
mind and I give and bequeath the same to he eqnally divided 
amongst my three daughters, Margaret, Mary and Martha, share 
and share alike. And lastly, I do hereby constitute, ordain, 
nominate and appoint Mary, my loving wite, to be the sole and 
whole executrix of this my last will and testament, trusting she will 
duly execute the same. In witness whereof I the said Ilobcrt Birch 
unto this my last will and testament have set my hand and seal, &c. 

Witnesses, Eliezer Birch, Jane Manitbuld, John Hall. 

The inventory of hia "goods and chattels" amouated to £141 
10s. lid. 

Of his successor nothing is known, and it is not antil after the 
lapse of ten years that the blank is filled up in the chain of 
succession. During that interval, in 1670-1, Adam Martiodale, 
himself ejected from Roatherne in 1662. states [Li/f, p. 193) that 
be "preached publickly in two neighbour chapells, tiortou and 
Birch;" hut this, it is probable, he did with no regolarity, and 
when permitted to do so, then only perhaps by the connivance of 
Colonel Birch, the laws against nonconformity being prewed witb 
the utmost rigour. At this time the nonconformists of the neigh- 
bourhood assembled at Birch Hall for the occasional celebration of 
divine service. Even this they were compelled to do by stealth, 
tlie Conventicle Act (as it was ciUed) adjudging that " every peraou 
ftbove sixteen years of age present at any meeting under pretence oT 
any exercise of religion in other manner than is the practice of the 
Church of England, where there are five persons luore than the 
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Kmaehold, ehall for the first offence be sent to gaol three moDths or 
»y jE5 ; for the second offence double ; and for the third trans- 
portation for seven jeara, or a fine of jEIOO." On Sunday November 
18, 1666, CoIoDel Birch, in contravention of this ]a,\v, perniitted two 
vandering miniatcra from Germany to preach at Birch Hall. They 
were engaged from nine to three speaking very fluently, denouncing 
1 manner of woo to England, in exhorting the people to fly and 
take refugo in Germany. They eang two German hymna with 
'Vell-tuned voices, the purport of one of which, when sung at the 
house of an old commonwealth officer, beginning "Hark, how the 
trumpet sounds !'' might well excite some alarm in the minds of the 
beigbbouring royalists. The magistrates took the opportunity of 
|mtting the Conventicle Act in force against Colonel Birch &nd 
juvcral persons who were present at this meeting, amongst whom 
was the wife of Ralph Worsley, a gentleman of Ruaholme, ancestor 
f the VVoralevs of Piatt, friends of the Nonconfonnista.' 

Id 1672 the Hev, Henry Fiuch was appointed to the cbapel. Mr. 
Finch was born in the pariah of Standish in the county of Lancaster, 
Kid baptised September 8, 1633. He waa educated at Wigan and 
Standish schools, and afterwards proceeded to the university. His 
irlier ministrations were in the Fylde country, until in 1656 he 
obtained the vicarage of Walton. From this living he was ejected 
I 1662 on the passing of the Act of Uniformity, and returned to 
Warrington, where his wife'a friends resided. "By the Corporation 
Act' in 1 665 he was tbrced to remove again, and the kind providence 
bf God brought him to Manchester, though he was a stranger to the 
^ace and the people. Thither fled several other ministers (it not 

' Hunter's Life of Olioer Hegwaod, p. 188. 

' Thii act, more jjeusrallj known tu the " Fiee MJlo Act," proliibited Noneon- 
mual miniaterf from ipproaobing within fire mile* of anj pnrish, town or plus 
bwein they had acted u mitiiBtcrs, at within fire milea of «nj citj, tovrn corporate 
V borough, upon Torfeiturc, for ererj euuh offeace, of the sum of £40. Th« 011I7 
■ b; nhich Iho rigour of thia set could be SToidei) n>» bj taking an oath 
dnijiug the lairruloes* under saj prolooce wbnttoFver of taking arme against the 
lag, and promiiing n«Ter at any time to attempt an; alteration of the gOTsrameiit 
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being a corporation) who lived in great harmony and ttsefulness ta 
tlio town and adjacent country. Here, also, bo ordinarily joined iu 
public worship with the Established Church till the liberty ia 1672, 
when he renewed bis beloved work of preaching publickly, at Dircb 
Chapel, with great diligence and obeerfiilncss. His great prndence 
and wise management kept him employed when his brethren were 
silenced by the recalling of their licenses."' On the passing of the 
Act of Toleration Mr. Finch certified bis Majesty's Justices assem- 
bled in court at Manchester July 26, 1689, that he intends his own 
house in Manchester, as also the place called Birch Chapel withiu 
the parish of Manchester, for his preaching to their Majesties Pro- 
testant subjects dissenting from the Chnrch of England, assembling 
there for their religions worship ; at which court upon the said Mr. 
Finch his notifying the said chapel for tliat puqjose. Dr. Wroe, 
Warden of the Collegiate Church in Manchester, came into the sxA 
court and excepted against bis the said Mr. Finch preaching in the 
said Chapel of Birch, shewing that the same is one of the consecrated 
chapels appertaining to the Warden and Fellows of the said Colle- 
giate Pariah Chnrcb of Manchester, and did absolutely deny his 
consent to the said Mr. Finch his admittance to officiate there, 
which is certified by 

RoGUR Kenyos, 

Clerk of the Peace, com. LamK- 
Onco during the term of Kfr. Finch's ministrations at Birch, 
"they thrust a conformist into bia place, but for want of main- 
tenance that project dropped, and Mr. Finch continued with hia 
flock in that place till the chief proprietor died, whose heir took the 
chapel from bini."'^ This event occurred in 1637. On his retire- 
ment from Birch Cha])cl, Mr. Fincb, assisted by bis friends and 
some of the more influential members of his late congregatioa, 
erected a nonconformist chapel at Piatt in Rusbolme, of which be 
became the Urst minister. He died November 13, 170^, in the 
seventy -second year of his age. " He was," says Calamy, " a ^eat 
blessing and help to the younger ministers, who loved and honoored 
' Ciibuiv'e Abriilgmeul, vol. ii. pp, VH-W, 
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lim as a father, and liU behaviour to them was full of condescenBion 
nd tendenicfia. Ho greatly resented either anj'thing that broke in 
Ipoti order or tended to the reproiich of the niiuiatry ; in particular 
,he bold intruding of forward nnd rash young inon without exaniina- 
ton and trial. As be was of sound and healing principles in 
^ligion, so hia thoughts about civil govornriicnt were according to 
the Engliah constitution. He absolutely refused the Engagement, 
told was desirous of King Charles's return. After the defeat of Sir 
George Booth, the sequestrators seized all of Mr. Finch s estate they 
DOuId meet with, ^vhich he bad certainly lost for bis love to the king 
)f the s])eedy turn of alfairs had not prevented. He rejoiced at the 
revolution of 1 'j'SS, and entirely fell in with it ; and yet he bad a 
ater teudernesa for those who refused the oaths, and lost their places 
|br conscience sake; to some of thoin he was a charitable contri- 
itator while he lived. His preaching was clear and methodical, and 
B adapted to convince the mind and to move tlie passions. He 
lived, according to his profession, a peaceable life in all godliness 
and honesty."' 

After the dismissal of Mr. Finch, there occurs an interval of two 
years, in wbicb no settled curate seems to have been appointed, or 
if any sucb there was his name is now unknown. 

On the 17tb September 1C99, George Birch Esq. nominated the 
Bev. Samuel Taylor M.A, of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, "to 
serve at my domestick chappell of Birch, and 1 do allow him what 
belongs to it, which, with the contribution which the congregation 
■will make, will probably amount to £20 a year and upwards, if 
your lordship shall please to admit him into Holy Orders," Mr. 

The ruUowing eitracts from tlm tegiiten of the Collegiate Churub reUI« to tbe 
fanilj of Mr. Viaah -. — 

1666, Dec. 11, Bspt. Nstb*n, Km of Hi. Henry Finch of MaDchcater, clertL 

1667, Jal; 2-i, Bspt. Esniuib, dHughter of Mr. IleiiT; Finch of Uoncbeitcr, olork. 
1660-70, JUrch 1 1, Bapt. Etusbcth, daughter of Ur. Reary Finuh of Muicheat«r, 

1C71'2, JaD. 3, Bnpl. Jamea, laa of Mr. Honr; Fiucb of Mnnchcet^', dork. 
16S0, Mkj I. Bur. Nicholiu, ion of Mr. Uenrj Finch, citric. 
I'M, Kor. 16, Bur. Mr. Henri Finch of Snlford. 



162 



A HISTOUV OF THE 



Tajlor was a native of Gorton, being baptized there December 36, 
1675. The duration of his residence at Birch ie uncertiiin, but it la 
conjectured that be vacated some lime before 1707, since in tbkt 
year Warden Wroe writes thus : " Chorleton and Stretford have no 
settled carates, for want of endowment ; Bircb is in the same condi- 
tion, having only £3 10s, belonging to it." In 1717 the Her, 
Joseph Dale was discharging the duties of curate, but witli no 
prospect of permanency. He held the Chapel of Chorlton also in 
conjunction with that of Dirch. On the 11th of Jnly 1720, the 
BeT. Thomas Wright B.A. was nominated by William Birch Eaq. 
" to my chapel at Birch." lie received a nomination to Chorlton 
Chapel the same day from the ^V'arden and Fellows of lifancheBter. 
Mr. Wright was educated at the Manchester Grammar School, and 
afterwards at Brazenose College, Oxford. He was appointed to a 
Hulmian Exhibition March 12, 1714. He resigned both cLapela 
January 10, 1721-2, after a short incumbency of eighteen montlis. 
On the resignation of Mr, Wright, the Bev. John Tellow B.A. wu 
nominated as his successor by William Birch of Birch Esq, The 
patron in this and the preceding nomination was the younger brother 
of George Birch Esq., who died in 1704. Mr. Tetlow married 
Elizabeth Birch, a sister of the patron, and daughter of Thomaa 
Birch Esq. and his wife Beatrix Cotton. He continued in the 
enjoyment of the living until his death in 1743, He was succeeded 
by the Rev. John Leech B.A. of Katharine Hall, Cambridge, whose 
nomination is dated June 22, 1742, and is signed by Humphrey 
Wyrley of Hampstead in the county of StatTord Esq , "the true and 
ondoubted patron of the C'happel of Birch." Mr. Leech was a native 
of Audenshaw in the parish of Ashton-under-Lj-ne, and was ordained 
to the incumbency. His stay was but short, and the vacancy caused 
by his resignation was filled by the Ucv. Itobert Twyford B.A. of 
Brazenose College, Oxford, curate of DiJsbury, who continued to 
hold the two cha|)els until his death in 1746; ho was buried tX 
Didsbury. Mr. Twyford was succeeded at Biroh by his son. Ih* 
Rev. William Twyford B.A. of St. John's College, Cambridge, 
whose nomination boars date Itfarch 17, 1746, and is signed bf 



ANCIENT CUAPEL OF BIRCU. 



153 



» 



John Dickenson Esq. as pntron. He received also a nomination to 
Sidabar^ Cbupel in succeasion (o Ilia father on the loth of May 
following, under the hand of Sir John Bland Bart. Finding himaelf 
anable to supply both chapda he tendered hia resignation of Birch 
to the Bishop of Chester April 27, 1 752, and two days after we have 
recorded the nomination of the Kcv. Thomas Aynscough M.A. of 
St. John's College, Cambridge; patron John Dickenson of Man- 
chester Gent. Mr. Aynscough was a son of the Rev. Badley 
Aynscough, formerly Fellow of the Collegiate Church, Manchester, 
Uld was ordained to the incumbency of Birch. He was himself 
elected a Fellow of the Collegiate Church November 12, I76I, and 
resigned Birch Chapel the following year. He died senior Fellow 
November 8, 1793, and was buried within the Collegiate Church. 
On the 16lh of March 1762, the Rev.Milea Lonsdale M.A., Fellow 
of Brazenose College, Oxford, wjs nominated to the chapel by Mr. 
John Dickenson on the resignation of the Rev. Thomas Aynscough. 

(Jlr. Lonsdide was educated at the Manchester Grammar School, 
^d was an exhibitioner at Brazenose College on the Hulme founda- 
lioD. He held the chapel for about seven years, and resigning 
October 16. 17C9, was succeeded by the Itev. Henry Ainsworth. 
Mr. Ainaworth was, it is presumed, a native of Gorton, being 
baptised there September 24, 1737. For throe years previous to 
• bis appointment to Birch he was curate of Hosthcrne in Cheshire. 
He married Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. Philip Rotbwell of Long- 
Bight, and dying May 16, 17!)o, was buried at Birch. On the death 
of Mr. Ainsworth the Rev. Rowlaud Blayney B.A. was nominated 
by Mr, John Dickenson to '" the augmented curacy of Birch." Mr. 
Blayney was the son of the Rev. — Blayney, Curate of Whitchurch, 
Shropshire, and Master of the Grammar School there. The term of 
is incumbency was protracted ; he died May 30, 1838, having held 
the chapel forty-three years, and was succeeded by the Rev. Francis 
•PhihpB Hulme B.A., whose nomination, signed by John Dickenson 
is dated October 13, 1838. Mr. Hulme died within a few 
lontha of his appointment, June 1 , 1 839, and was buried at Birch. 
In the lith of June 1839, the Rev. George Gardner Uartor M.A. 
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was nominated to the vacant cliapel by John Dickenson Esq , to 
hold the same in commendam, under promiee of resignation in favour 
of either of the patron's grandsons, George Henry Greville Anson or 
Archibald Edward Harbord Anaon. Mr. Hartcr resigned February 
26, 1840. On Mr, Barter's resignation the Bev, Oliver Ormerod 
U.A. was nominated by Mr. Dickenson on hke condition of resig- 
nation. Ho ret^igned in 1841, and was succeeded by the Rev. 
George Uugard M.A, of St. John's College, Cambridge, whose 
nomination, subject to the conditions binding on his predecessors, 
was dated March 29, 1841, and signed by Mr. Diekenson. Mr. 
Dugard was ordained in 1 828 to the Curacy of St. Ann's, Manches- 
ter. In 1830 he became Curate of Prestwich. In 1S31 he was 
appointed to the Incumbency of St. Andrew's. Manchester, which 
he resigned in 1841, being also from ] 834 to 1837 Librarian at the 
Chetham Hospital. In 1846, in accordance with the terms of his 
nomination, he vacated Birch Chapel, which he had held for about 
five years. In 1847 he was nominated to the Incumbency of 
Barnard Castio, and in 1849 to the Mastership of St. John's Hob- 
pital. Barnard Castle. In 1850 he became Honorary Canon of 
Durham on the nomination of the Bishop. 

On the 27th of June 1846, the Rev. George Henry GreviHe 
Anson M.A. was nominated to the chapel, on the resignation of 
Mr. Dugard, by his brother, John William Hamilton Anson of 
Devonshire Place in the county of Middlesex lilsq. Mr. Anson bad 
previously held the Curacy of the parish church of Leeds. He ia 
the present Incumbent of the chapel. 

The following is a list of the Curates of Birch Chapel as far as their 
names can now be traced : — 



1698 




No Curate. 
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162S 




Richard Lingard. 
Thoinaa Norman 


1636. 


1636 


— Uootlej. 



1641 — Hall. 

1646.1650 John Wigan. 
1659. 1662 Robert Birch. 
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1672- 


1697 Henry Finch. 


1699- 


Samuel Taylor. 


1707 


No Curate. 


1717 


Jraeph Dale. 


1720-1721 Thom«, Wright. 


1721- 


1742 John Tetlow. 


1742- John Leech. 




1746 Rohert Twyford. 


1746-1752 Willmra Twyford. 


1752- 


1762 Thomas AyuBcough. 


1762- 


1769 Milei Lonidale. 


1769- 


1795 Henry Aiuaworth. 


1795-1838 Rowland Blayney. 


1838- 


1839 Francis Philips Ilulme. 


1839- 


1840 George Gardner Harter. 


1840-1841 Oliver Ormorod. 


1841- 


1846 George Dugard. 


1846 


George Henry Greville Anson 



Birch Chapel (the earlier structure) was erected, as alre&d^ 
intiniato<Ij in the reign of Elizabeth. It was of brick, covered with 
grey slatcB, and coneisted of a nave, the roof of which at its eastern 
extremity bore a plain cross, and at the west a small octagonal turret 
or bell-cot; theie was no chaucel. A small cott-ige-like erection, 
with a separate entrance on the south, waa known aa the Dickenson 
Chapel. The entrance to the main structure itself was in the 
western gable. Internally it was filled with oaken pews, supplying 
accommodation for about three hundred and fifty persons, none of 
ifae sittings being free. Tito pulpit, also of oak, was situated in the 
l^otre of the nave near to the east end. On the 4th of May 1753, 
.% faculty was granted to John Dickenson of Manchester, merchant, 
owner and proprietor of divers messuages or tenements and lauds ia 
the township and chapelry, empowering him at his own cost to raise 
the roof of the chapel seven feet, and to enlarge the cbapel by taking 
down the wall at the east end and rebuilding it twelve feet beyoud, 
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extendiug at the same time the north and south wsIIh. In I80S, 
the chapel being out of repair, Bubatantial alterationa were effected 
by the curate, the Eev. Rowland Blayney, at a coat of about ^200; 
and in 1811 it was further decorated and an organ added, towardl 
the expense of which Mr. Dickenson the patron contributed ^20. 
The rapid increaae which has taken place in the population of 
Busholme since the beginning of the present century having ren- 
dered increased church accommodation necessary, in 1845 the 
foundation- stono of a new church, designed to eu|>er6ede the older 
structure, was laid. 

The present church ia situated about twenty yards to the east of 
the site of the old chapel. It is an exceedingly beautiful specimen 
of ecclesiastical architecture, built from designs furnished by Mr. 
James Macduff Derick of Oxford. The style adopted is that known 
as lancet or early Enghsh, which prevailed during the earlier part 
of the thirteenth century; and in the various details and internal 
fittings this style has been carefully adhered to. The church is built 
entirely of stone, in random courses, and is remarkable for simplicity, 
exhibiting externally an almost entire absence of ornament, at the 
same time showing the elegant el!'ect that may be obtained by a 
proper attention to proportion in the arrangement and distribution of 
the several parts. The plan comprises a nave, chancel and side 
aisles, with a square tower, surmounted by an octagonal spire 
flanking tho western end of the south aisle. The tower ia of three 
heights or stories, separated by string-courses, and supporlod by tw<h 
stage buttresses with plain set-offs, placed rectangular- wise ; the 
basement story of the tower forms a porch, the eolrance being by 
an elegant arched doorway on the south side ; the belfrj- vrindows 
are of two lights, trefoiled, the space between the heads pierced with 
a quatrefoil, and surmounted by a moulded dripstone ; above these 
a plain corbel-tabl« gives support to the cornice. An octagonal 
broach spire rises from the outer fa«o of the tower, without any 
intervening parapet; the four sides which face the cardinal poinU 
slope down to the oaves, each diagonal face of the spire being con- 
nected at the base with an angle of the tower by a semi-pyraniidat 
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projection, rWing from the angle, and terminRting in the oblique face of 
the spire. There are three tiers of spire lights with acute pedimental 
beads, placed alternately on the four cardinal and four oblique sides. 
The height from the basement to tho apex of the spire is 128 feet. 
The nave is divided into six bay« by buttresses of two stages with 
moulded set-offs, carried up to and terminating in the corbel-table, 
the area of the tower cireumscribing the length of the south side to 
the extent of one bay. The windows, set upon a string-course, are 
of two lights, lancet- headed, and surrounded by dripstones with 
plain corbels. The clerestory windows are of three lights each, 
with lancet be.ads, altemaling with flat pilaator-Iike buttresses. The 
length of the nave is SO feet, the width 48 feet, and the height from 
the ground floor to the ridge 50 feet, the elevation of the clerestory 
being about 12 or 13 feet. The chancel, S3 feet by 16 feet, is 
lighted on either side by three single light windows, with moulded 
weatherings, separated by buttresses of two stages, and at the eastern 
end by a triplet, above which is a large wheel window divided into 
twelve com part Dients. Surmounting the apex of each gable of the 
nave and chancel is a floriated cross. 

The interior of this beautiful church ta very effective iu appear- 
mce, the whole of the details being in keeping with the exterior, 
evincing great accuracy of taste and a nice appreciation of the cha- 
racteristics and peculiarities of the style. The nave is separated 
from the side aisles by five cylindrical shafts with richly carved 
ca])italB, supporting six pointed arches, surrounded hy mouldings 
terminating in ornamental corbels, and above which rises the clere- 
story. The roof of the nave and chancel is of timber-work, plain 
ftnd simple in construction, acutely pointed and open to the ridge 
without tie-beams, tho walla being connected by curved bracing-ribs 
springing from wall-pieces resting upon corbel-heads, at au angle of 
60", formed by the sides of equilateral triangles, and so disposed as 
to form equilateral arches. On tho north side of the chancel is a 
ohapel having an opening into the north aisle, built to contain the 
organ. The pulpit is of Oaen stone, situated on the south side near 
the junction of the chancel with the nave, the reading-desk occupy- 
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It was consecrated July 1, 1846, the coDsecration sermon being 
preached by the llishop of Chester from 2 Cor. x. 3-5. 

Adjacent to the chureh are large and commodiouB achoola, built 
of brick of different colours, arranged in diaper-like patterns in tho 
style prevalent during the reigns of Henry Vlli. and Elizabeth. 
Over the entrance is a label with the inecription, " Birch School. 
184!." 

The aame year witnessed tho erection of two other churches 
in Ruslioime. — Trinity Obnrch situated on tho Piatt estate, and 
erected at the solo expense of Thomas Carill Worsley of Piatt Hall Esq. 
at a cost of about ^3,600, is wholly built of terra-cotta which gives 
it a novel and ratber pleasing etiect and consists of a nave 75 feet by 
20 feet, a chancel 'Zi feet by 20 feet, and two side aisles each 16 feet 
in width, the latter being separated from the nave on either side by 
five arches. There is no gallery ; the pews, or rather seats, are all 
open, and the building is calculated to accommodate 700 persons. 
The tower is placed at the south-west angle and thrown open to the 
flhurch. Together with the spire, which is octagonal and 150 fent 
in height, it is a striking feature in the edifice. The ardiitcoture of 
the two entrance doors is rich and pleasing. The interior frame- 
work of the lofty roof is composed of oak and left eiposed, thus 
adding greatly to the general effect. High over the elevated arch, 
separating the chancel from the nave, is placed the decalogue. The 
foliated capitals of the pillars from which the arches in the side 
aisles spring are very rich, as are also the corbels and string-course 
running along the interior of the nave. The floor, both of tho nave 
Mid chancel, is laid with indented tiles, the chancel floor being 
elevated two steps above the body of the church. The church was 
eonsecnited June 26, 1846, by the Bishop of Chester, who preached 
•n the occasion. 

The remaining chnrch, dedicated to St. John, and situated locally 
in Rosholme, is placed on tho confines of that township at its point 
of Junction with Gorton. It was designed specially for the inhabit- 
ants of the hamlot of Longsight, and its description will therefore 
&11 more appropriately under the head of Gorton Chapel. The 
feundation-stone was laid March 2S, 1845, by Miss Marshall of 
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Ardwick House, one of the chief contributors to its erection, who 
Bubacribed £1,000 towards the endowiueut and ^300 towards tho 
structure itself. The cost of the tower and spire was Diainly de- 
frayed by Mra. Marshall {mother of the foundress), Mho gave ^'00 
with that object. The site was given by John William HamiltuQ 
Anson Esq. The church was consecrated June 26, 1846, (the day 
on which Trinity Church also received consecration), the sermon 
being preached by the Bishop of Chester from 1 Pet. iii. 18. 

The founder of the diseenting interest in Husholnie was the Rev. 
Henry Finch, a friend of the Rev. Henry Newcome, in whose auto- 
biography his name frequently occurs. Though avowedly dissentiog 
from the Eslnblished Church he was appointed, as we have seen, to 
Birch Chapel by Colonel Thomas J3irch tlie patron, and continued 
with more or less interruption to officiate there during the life of 
Colonel Birch nnd of his son and successor until, on the death of the 
latter in or about the year 1G97, he was displaced by Mr. George 
Uircli the next heir, who, having no sympathy with Mr. Fiuch in 
his Presbyterian opinions, took advantage of his open violation of 
the law in officiating as a dissenter in an episcopal chapel, and thus 
obtained his dismissal. On his retirement from Birch Chapel Mr. 
Finch began to preach in private houses. This was in October 
1697, at which time several houses in the township were licensed 
for the puqjose, amongst others those of Mr. Ralph AVorsley of PlaK 
and Mr. Oliver Edge of Birch Hall Fold. The form observeil in 
these licenses is as follows ; ■ — CoiTi Lane, These are to certifye that 
att a Geuerall Q^ Sessions of the peace lield att Manchester the 14th 
day of October anno Dni 1697, the Dwelling House of Mr. Baph 
Worslcy of Piatt within Rusholnie is recorded for a meeting place 
ffor an assembly of Proteatantea dissenting from the Church of 
England ffor y" exercise of theire religious worshipp in, aocordiaj; to 
an Act of Parliament intituled an Act for e.ien)ptiug their Ma*"" 
Protestant euhjects dissenting from the said Church of England from 
the peonaltyes of certaine Lawes according to tho letter and purport 
of the said Act. — Given under my hand the day aud yeare above 
written. RoGEH Kemton, 

Clicus pacts ibni. 
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The amount of "wage" collected for Jfr. Fincli'a maintenance 
wbilst thus exercising his office was ^1 6 per annum, and the contri- 
butors to the fund numherod fifty individuals, including Mr. George 
Birch, whose name, however, does not occur as countenancing 
dissent in the efforts which were afterwards made to establiBh it in 
the township. On the SOth of May 1699, a uieeting was convened 
of those inhabitants who were desirous of securing a continuance of 
Mr. Finch's niinistrations, when the following reflolutions were 
adopted : — 

II. Wee whose names are hereunto subscribed doe declare our 
earnest and hearty desire that there may ho a Building 
erected for the Worabipp of God ffor the benefitt and conve- 
nience of that congregation w*'' now attends upon the 
ministry of Mr. fiiuche. 
2. Wee doe promise and declare that wee will duely attend the 
worshipp of God in such place when erected. 
3. ffurther wee doe promise to contribute to the maintenance of 
BUch Dissenting Minister or Ministers as shall bo unani- 
mously elected to ofliclato in the said place. 
Thb document is signed by twenty-four individuals, including 
r. Raphe Worsley and Mr. Ebenezer Edge. 
The next step was to raise the requisite funds for giving effect to 
their wishes. A site, the south-east comer of a close called the 
Blake Flatt, in extent about twenty roods, was given by Mr. Raphe 
Worsley, who contributed iu addition the sum of £10 ; Mr. Finch 
gave £'20; and with the following smaller donations the pro- 
moters were soon enabled to begin the work : — 
~ £ s. d. 

Mr. Edge of Warrington 6 

Riohar<l Whittaker 5 

Mr. Thomas Buttcrworth 1 10 

Mr. Alexander Board man 1 10 

Mr, Birche, miuiater 10 

Adam B.irlow 10 

ObadiahHulme 1 
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Mr. Charles Worsley 10 

Mrs. Okell 10 

Francis Wood 10 

Mr. Siddall 10 

Mad. Gill 10 

Mrs. Loyd 10 

The structure was of brick, and it is on record that 39,008 bricks 
were required to complete it. The chief items of disbursement 
were : — 

£ B. d. 

flforBrickes 19 10 

fibr 56 Loads of Lime at 18^ per load 4 4 

Peter Byland, Bricksetter 4 2 6 

Handle Thomeley &c. ffor Slate 4 15 6 

ffor Timber 10 

Jeremiah Kirsley for Slateinge and Mosse ... 2 13 8 
£Por Boardes for Doores and Weatheringe and 

for 50 yards of sparrs at 3^ per yard 2 8 2 

Three Loades of fflaggs and carriage 17 6 

fibr meate, drinke, ale. Pipes and Tobaccer att 

y« Bearinge, being y« sixth day of October.. 19 
fibr Glass six score and foure foote at 4^^ y« 

foot 2 6 6 

The Smith for Bandes for Doores w^ Barres 

and Bolts and window rods 1 12 10 

fibr Becordinge our Ghappell 16 

fibr the Pulpitt Quishion 13 3 

John Odcroft's Bill for y« Pulpitt, Sounder, 

seates, wainscott &c 18 7 11 

The total amount expended on the chapel was about £95. It 
was not completed until the close of the year 1700. At its inaugu- 
ration Mr. Grimshaw officiated, and received five shillings for his 
services. 

In 1 706 a formal conveyance of the chapel was made to certain 
trustees by Mr. Raphe Worsley. By Indentures of Lease and 
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Release, dated reapcctivelv October 25 and 26, 1706, Baph Wonlej 
conveys to Charles Worsley, hia lieir apparent, John Finch the 
elder, Ebenozer Edge, Biuhard Whittaker, John Siddall, Eleazer 
Birch, Francis ^Vood the elder, Robert Walker, Robert Bradshaw 
the elder, Obadiah Hulnie and Thomas Shelnierdine, their heirs and 
assigns, the said edifice, cbapel, oratory and meeting- pi ace and the 
said parcel of land wherein the same now stands, to hold unto the said 
grantees their heirs and assigns for ever; upon trust that the said 
grantor and grantees and their heirs shall permit the said edifice, 
chapel and oratory from time to time and at all times thereafter so 
long as the law of this realm will permit, connive at. tolerate, allow 
or indulge the same to bo used as a meeting-place and assembly of a 
l^articutar church or congregation of Protestants dissenting from the 
Church of England for the free exerciso of their divine and roligious 
worship therein, on such days and times by such minister and 
niinisters as in the said indenture of rcIcasQ are mentioned, and shall 
be qualified according to tho true intent and meaning of an act of 
parliament made in the first year of the reign of King William and 
Queen Mary, entitled "an act for exempting their majesties' Pro- 
testant subjects dissenting from the Church of England from the 
penalties of certain laws," or according to some other act of parlia- 
ment thereafter to be made in favour of such dissenting Protestants; 
and that the said small parcel of land shall be used at all times for 
the convenience and better en joymont of the said chapel ; and that 
110 person shall bo interred within the said cbapel or parcel of ground 
without the consent of the major part of the said trustees in wTiting 
made under their hands (except the said trustees and their families) ; 
and that if the law of this realm will not permit the performance of 
the said trusts or such public and religious worship as aforesaid, that 
then the said trustees and their heirs shall and may convert and 
dispose of the said edifice and small parcel of ground to such pious 
and charitable uses as the said trustees or tlio major part of them 
shall think most fit ; and that for the better continuance of the said 
trust and supply of new trustees when nine or fewer of the Bald 
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trustees shall be dead, then tlio Burvivors of them shall ekct nine or 
more or fewer other able, sufficient, eoher, houost and religious 
persona most likely to favour and promote the said uses and trusts to 
be trustees with them or him so surviying; and in like manDer 
elections of trustees to be made from time to time for ever when 
there shall be but three or fewer trustees living; and that after such 
election and elections the surviving trustees shall with all convenient 
speed by good conveyances convey and assure the said edifice and 
small parcel of ground to such persons and their heirs as shall be so 
elected, to the use as well of the person or persons so conveying and 
of their or his heirs as of the persons so newly elected and their heirs 
under and upon the trusts in the reciting indenture du*ected and 
no DO other. 

The trust-deed of the chapel requires " the minister or ministers " 
or teachers of the said congregation to l>e a Protestant abl« oiinister 
or ministers of the gospel, who is of the Presbyterian judgment and 
practice as to church discipline and government, and not of any 
other persuasion, and to pray and preach God's word, administer the 
sacraments of the New Testament, and perform all offices and dntiee 
belonging to that .sacred function there, so as every such minister or 
ministers shall be orthodox and sound in the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and such as hold and profess the doctrinal articles of the 
Church of England, required to be subscribed by the pastor or 
teacher of such congregations, and as are qualified by an act," &c., 
[the Toleration Act.] 

The following platform or ground-plan, with the allotmeot cS 
seats, dates from the time of the erection of the chajiel : — 



1 


■ 


■ 


IC 


I 




■ 


1 


1 


1 


1 




^H 














^ 








1 


1 1, 1 


1 






1 









3! ftllWjl! 


IS 

II 


1 


1 
1 
1 


II 

ill 


1 




iwiiiiiililiii 


ll 


I 


1 




1^ 




8 8 7 




6 4 B B 1 


[ 


7 6 6 




4 3 2 1 




■ 


! 
li 

1 1 








Ca>n.r;,hlt s 








■ 




1 




anD lUulpit. 1 










1 


1 


1 
ill 




O t 

I i 1 
1 } ^ 

:iii|ig|| 


) 

1 

if 

1 ^ 


f 








ill 


fil 


m 




IliiilIJi 


n 


s 
i 


m 












1 

s 


I.KioNirf,ol.oii,FftUov.ndd, 
»a sealea. 


Mt. Woroley. 1 




Jamea Ar.lmdiiU, wnr., 2 wates. 
Jdo. OickansOD, 2 trntat. 


Mr.Wow%. 2 




Jowtph Alcocke, two aeatei. B 








Edward Longford, two aesto*. 






Thomsi Klcocte, four >eal«. 


Jonathan Kcnabow, ffour scntos. * 


Hcieliiah Aepinwall, 2 sostes. 
George ffletcber, 2 aest^. 


Mr.WoralejsaerTantBs.threeBoates, 6 


1 




WUUnm Moa»e wife, one arato. 






k 


D»oieU BurtoQ. 




■ 


William Wood. 




1 






■; 


EdwMd Hulmc. 




Jao. Hulme. 












■ 


^^^B 


B 



166 A 1II8T0HY OF TUE 

Piatt Cbapel has received from time to time Tarious donations 
and bequests towards the formatiou of an enilowment-fuad for the 
support of a resident minister. The following, though probably an 
incotupleto list, inchides most of the contributions towards that 
object : — 

1. Extract from the will of Raphe Woreley, dated June 11, 
1725 : — " ! give and bequeath one hundred pounds sterling to my 
son Mr. Charles Worsley and Mr. Peter Worsley my grandson, in 
trnst that the lawful interest thereof shall he yearly paid and given 
to such orthodox, gospel, dissenting, preaching minister as shall be 
constantly resident at Piatt Chapel or meeting-place for public 
worship ; and if liberty in or at any time to come shall be restrained, 
it is then my will and mind that the interest and produce of the said 
one hundred pounds be given and bestowed for the benefit and relief 
of the most religious poor people, whether housekeepers or others, 
within Rusholme, FaUowiield and Birchall Houses, at the discretion 
of my executors and their successors for the time being.^^ 

2. Abstract of the will of John Dickenson of Levenshulme, dated 
September 11, 1750: — Proved at Chester August 22. 1763. H« 
gives and devises all his messuage and tenement, &c., in Lerene- 
hulme to his brother-in-law Thomas Whitelegg and his heirs, on 
trust that the said Thomas Whitelcgg shall within twelve months 
next after testator's decease pay unto the several persons hereinafter 
named the several sums of money hereinafter mentioned ; i.e. to his 
wife Alice, his brother Robert Dickenson, his sister Mary Dicken- 
son, his brother-in-law Thomas Fletcher and Elizabeth hia wife, 
testator's cousins John Worthington and Robert Worthington, hia 
brother Robert Oldham, James Thorp and Thomas Richardson, the 
sum of j620 each; unto his brother-in-law James Whitclegg £lO; 
to John Pearson and Thomas Pearson (sons of his brother-in-law 
John Pearson), his cousins Thomas Worthington, Alice Oldham 
(mother of the said Robert Oldham), his brothers-in-law Itich&rtl 
Vest and Thomas Yost, his cousins John AVorthington, Daniel 
Hampson, William son of testator's brother-in-law Thomas Nichol- 
son, the Rev. Mr. John Whitnker and Richard Whilaker bis eon 
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^fi each. To hia executors (Thomas Whitelcgg, Richard WhiUker 
and Robert VVorthinglon) he gives the sum of £*>0 in trust that they 
*' distribute and divide the same amongst such industrious and 
necessitous persona residing within the township of Levenshulme 
aforesaid not receiving public ahiis or relief, in such shares and 
proportions as they my said executors or the survivors of them shall 
in their discretion think meet. And unto Charles Worsley of Piatt 
Esq., Peter Worsley of the same Esq., John Siddall of Slade within 
Withington Gent., the said Richard Whittaker, Thomas Irlam of 
Withington Oent., and Thomas Fletcher of Levenshulme aforesaid 
Oent., Thomas Siddall of Burnage Gent., Thomas Fletcher of 
Withington aforesaid Gent., and George Hobson of Levenshulme 
aforesaid yeoman, the sum of £100 upon tnist, and to the intent 
and purpose that the said Charles Worsley, &c., do and shall from 
time to time and at all times hereafter put the same sum of if 100 
out at interest, and the interest and produce thereof yearly pay and 
apply to and for the use and benefit and for the better support and 
maintenance of such Protestant minister of the gospel, dissenting 
from the Church of England, as for the time being shall preach or 
officiate at or in the chapel or place of meeting of Protestant dis- 
senters for the public exercise of religious worship in Rusholme in 
the said county of Lancaster, commonly called or known by the 
name of Piatt Chapel. And for the better and more effectual 
management and continuance of the same trust I do hereby order 
and direct that when the same trustees shall (by death) be reduced 
to the number of three survivors, then such survivors or the survivors 
or survivor of them shall with all convenient speed after such reduc- 
tion elect aud choose so many honest, sober and religious persons to 
bo trustees concerning the same premises as will with the then 
Bnrriving old trustees complete and uiake up the number of nine 
trustees, and auch surviving trustees shall assign tbe eecurilies that 
shall be had and taken for the said last- mentioned sum of i^lOO, so 
that the legal interest of and in the said securities shall and may be 
▼ested in such old and now trustees upon the trust aforesaid, and 
ut the like method and course shall bo had and practised from 
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time to time and at all times hereafter when and as often as tha 
truBtees for the time being shall be reduced to the number of three." 

3. By her will (date unknown) Mrs, Margaret Johnson be- 
queathed the sum of £1U0 towardi^ the endowment of the chapel, 
the interest to be applied yoarly for that purpose. Her executor was 
Mr. John CariJl Worsley. 

4. By her will (date unknown) Mrs. Fletcher of Levenshulme 
bequeathed the sum of ^20 with a like object. 

5. By his will (date unknown, but supposed to be about 1799) 
Robert Hyde of Burnage gives and bequeaths " uuto the minister for 
the time being of the dissenting chapel at Piatt in the said parish 
of Manchester for ever, in case that chapel shall continue what is 
generally called a dissenting chapel, the sum of £5 yearly and every 
year to ho paid to the minister for the time being by my executon 
on every the 26th day of DBceniher." 

In 1810 the trust-money of the chapel, amounting to the aum of 
^o6(i 2s. 8d. was e.ipended in the purchase of chief rents in Stock- 
port, which produce ^635 7s. 8d. per annum. 

In 1790-1 the chapel was taken down and rebuilt in its present 
form on the old site ; it was re-opened for public worship May II, 
1791. 

The first minister of Piatt Chapel was, as already stated, the 
Rev. Henry Finch, He did not long survive the erection of the 
chapel, dying in 1704 in the seventy- second year of his age. Hia 
fluecessor was the Rev. Robert Hesketh, one of Frankland's pupils, 
vrhose academy at Rathmel in Yorkshire he entered in 1C92. After 
completing his course of study be appeared as a candidate at the 
provincial meeting of Lancashire ministers at Bolton on the lith of 
April 1696, and again in Manchester on the 4th of August in the 
same year. He began his ministry as pastor of a congregation of 
nonconformists at Camforth near Lancaster, where he also married. 
On the death of the Rev. Henry Finch in 7 704 he removed to Piatt. 
During his residence here, which continued till 1712, he contracted 
A second marriage April 6. 1708, with Miss Hannah Sykea of 
Leeds, Little is known of his subsequent life. 
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The Hev. John Whitaker waa next in euccession to Mr. Heeketh. 
He was ordained at Knulsford August S, 1714, and for hia theaiB 
advocated the aflirmative of the questiou " An infantes fidehum eint 
baptizandir At the time of Mr, ^Vhitaker's settlement at Piatt 
Chapel his congregation imnibGred two hundred and fiftv persone. 
Hia miniatrationa there terminated with his death in 1762. The 
nest miniater was the Rev, Robert Andrews. Ho was a native of 
Bolton, and a member of an eminent nonconformist family which 
had been aeated for nearly two centuries at Little Lever and 
Jlivington. He received hia theological education under Dr. Caleb 
Kotheram at Kendal, and having completed the usual course of 
study entered upon the duties of his profession at Piatt Chapel. The 
J»«cise period of Mr. Andrew's stay is uncertain, but it did not 

lOTceed three years. He afterwards presided over a Presbyterian 
'40ngregatioa at Bridgenorth, where ho remained until mental 
>ngement compelled him to withdraw from the pulpit. He was 
of considerable scholarahip and taste. In 1 757 he published 

'Si volume of poems entitled "Eidyllia," to which he prefixed a 

Lviolent attack upon rhyme. Some time previously he had sent to 
the presa " Animadversions on Dr. Brown's Essays on the Charac- 
teristics," and a Criticism on the Scrmona of hia friend the Rev. 
John Holland. His latest work was a "Translation of Virgil in blank 
verse," which is not destitute of merit, though it has the strange 
peculiarity of conveying the sense of his author line for hne. This 
handsome volume in Baskerville's typo now finds a place among the 
curiosities of literature. Mr. Androwa married Misa Hannah 

l^wlowood, and died about the year 1766. The pulpit of Piatt 
Ghapel waa next filled by the Rev. John Houghton, a native of 
Liverpool, born in 1730, whose atudies for the ministrj- wore 
pursued partly at Northampton under Dr. Doddridge, and partly at 
the University of Glaagow. Thia waa his firat settlement. In 1755 
he married Mary Pendlobury, a connexion of the Worsleya of Piatt, 
the marriage-aettlenient being dated June 21at in that year ; and in 
17o8 ho removed to Hyde in Cheshire, and subsequently to N&nt- 
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wioh, Elland and Wem. About the year 17S8 he again removed to 
Norwich, where hia son, the Rev. Pendlobury Houghton, was settled 
as one of the ministers of the Octagon Chapel, and where he opened 
a classical school. Here ho died in April 1800, aged seventy. The 
next minister in succession was the Rev, Richard Meanley, one of 
Dr. Caleb Rotheram's pupils, who removed to Piatt from Nant- 
wich in the year 1758, and continued there till his death in 1794-. 
The chapel was now supplied by students for the next three years. 
In 1797 the Rev. George Checkloy, who had received his edncatioo 
at Daventry under Dr. Caleb Ashworth, and been settled in the 
ministry for upwards of thirty years at Hyde and Orniskirk, waa 
invited to Plait, and spent there the last ten years of bia life, Ua 
died February 6, 1807, in the sixty-third year of his age, and was 
twice married, bis second wife being a sister of the late Mr. Toachet 
of Manchester. Mr. Cbeckley had an estate at Ashley near 
Altringham, to which he had retired previously to hia last settlement 
with the intention of passing there the remainder of his days, but 
the proxiaiity and society of Mr. W'orsley and a numerous circle of 
personal, literary and religious friends in Manchester drew him fnyta 
his retirement, and probably rendered this last the happiest period rf 
his life. For three years after the death of Mr. Checkley the chapel 
was temporarily supplied by the Rev. Joseph Lawton Siddal! till 
the year 1810, when the present minister, the Rev. William VVhite- 
leggB, removed from Fullwood near Bristol, where ho had resided k 
year or two, to take charge of the congregation at Piatt. 

The earliest return of the population of Rusholnie is in the year 
1714, at which time it contained but 40 families, representing 
probably an aggregate of 200 persons. Of these families five were 
dissenters. In 177i the nnmber of famdies Imd increased to 67, 
consisting of SSI individuals, and residing in 63 houses. Of its then 
inhabitants one hundred and fifty were under the age of 15 yeus; 
forty-three above 50; nine above 60; eight above 70; and three 
above 80. In 1801 the population had reache.1 726; in 1811 it 
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Dooontedto 796; in 1821 to 913; m 1831 to 1,078; in 1841 to 
ri,868; and id I8ol to 3,679, beiug an increase on tlie past tea 
years of 97 per cent. 

In 1655 the township contained H ratepayers, but do separate 
return is made of the amount of rate r^llectod, it being included in 
tbe total of Withington. Amongst the names of the Itusholme 
ratepayers at this period are Mr. Worsley, Mr. Worsley of Heild 
house, Lieutenant- Colonel Worsley and George Worsley. In 
Birohall houses, Thomas Birch Esq., Mr. Siddall of Slode, Captain 
Edge and Thomas Birch, In 1854 the ratepayers numbered 1,027, 
and the rate collected was ..^981 lis. 7d. ; the gross value of 
property in the township rated for the poor being ^32,287 Oa. 3d. 

In 1692 the annual value of real property in Uusholme, as 
assessed to tbe land-tax, was ^146 13s, 4d. In 1815 its value, as 
sBsessed to the county-rate, was £3,608; in 1829, £5,748; in 
1841, £15,281 ; and in 1853, £27,903, 

In 1854 there were in Rusholme 69 county voters. The number 
of public-houses was two, and of beer-houses sixteen. The London 
•od North Western Railway passes through the township. There 
is no river or canal, neither is there a mill or manufactory of any 
kind. The Wesleyans, Independents, Baptists and Unitarians have 
each a place of worship. 

The superficial area of Rusholme, aa given hy Messrs. Johnson in 

lir survey, is 960 acres; the Ordnance Survey returned It at 
$73a. 3r. 15p. ; Mr. Rickman's Oouputation in the Census Returns 
of 1831 is 1,040 acres, which corresponds with the return of the 
Tithe Commissioners. In the year 1844 the lauds of the township 
were divided amongst one hundred and twenty owners, of whom the 
following are the principal : — 

A. R. p. 

Anson, Sir John William Hamilton Bart. (Birch 

Hall,&c.) 220 2 21 

Worsley, Thomas Carill Esq. (Piatt estate, &o.).. 153 I 22 
WilbrahamEsq 99 3 6 

Kushton, Edward, Executor of 53 38 
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Holford, John Esq 50 3 19 

Deniaon, Joseph Esq 39 J 29 

Siddall, John Esq. (Slade Hall) 24 9 

Cobdeu, Richard Esq 21 2 39 

Aaauniin^ the are.i to be l.OiO acres it was divided as follows : — 
Arable land, 20 acres; meadow and pasture, 960 acres; site of 
buildings, 60 acres. Victoria Park lies towards the north of the 
township. It consists of about 200 acres of land, laid oat tn 
gardens, ornamental grounds, roads, &(;., for villa residences. The 
Victoria Park Tontine was projected in 1836, with a capital of 
deT-JO.OOO, in 7,500 shares of £100 each. In 1850 sixty-five housea 
had been already erected in the park, the inmates numbering about 
390 persons. 

Busholmo has no charity excUisivoly its own ; it participates, 
however, in several endowments which extend their operations orer 
the entire parish of Mauchcster. 

The hamlet of Longsight, though in part within Rusholme, is 
situated chiefly within the township of Qorton. Its description and 
history will fall, therefore, more legitimately under the head of the 
latter township, 

A Romaii road intersects the township, and according to 
Wbitaker, "appears advancing towards Manchester from the 
south-cast, traversing the wliolo breadth of the parish on the 
south, and still carrying a considerable ridge in several parts of it. 
It ia particularly conspicuous at Birch, and is popularly repre- 
seated as a breast-work thrown up against the Danes, and deno- 
minated Nico (or Devil's) Ditch.''^ This description by Whitaker 
is not, however, quite correct, the historian having confounded the 
name of a neighbouring Saxon dyke or embankment with the old 
Roman road which is separate and distinct from it. 

Recent investigations^ show the Roman road to be an ancient 

■ WhiUker's Hiafory of Uanchtater, tol. i. pp. 235-6, second edition. 
* Communircilcd hy Mr. Jolin Iligsoa, of Droj'lailDn, aittlior of the Ooiiou Sit- 
liiricat Recorder. 
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Hcinal way. By the inhabitants of the locality it is designated as 
; " Pink Pank Lane," and it is generally known as the old 
Ifondon Road. The old people state it was currently believed in 
their younger days that one branch went from Rochdale and 
another from Manchester (uniting in the hamlet of Kirkmanshulme 
I the township of Newton Heath) to Macclesfield, and from 
thence to London. After leaving Levenshulme, near the junction 
of that township, Reddfth and Gorton, it crosses the Nico Ditch 
ttnd enters the township of Gorton shortly afterwards, taking a 
^tum and proceeding along a portion of the margin of the Gorton 
»ace-course (where it is laid to the field) ; directly after leaving 
the course at the south-west angle, it exists in something like its 
primitive state until it enters Kirkmanshulme, where it presently 
afterwards divides into two heads, one passing Knutsford Vale 
■Printworks, and winding backwards up Ked Lane, re-enters the 
township of Gorton. It next diverges where the laoe is crossed 
'by the Hyde road, and after a few more turns crosses the Gorton 
or Corn Brook, and enters the township of Opeushaw. This 
portion is known as "Th' Owd Green Lone." After passing over 
the old and new Ashton roads it proceeds through Philips' Park, 
and thence to Rochdale. Returning to Crow Croft, Kirkmaus- 
liulme, the other branch passes on to the Stockport road, and for 
. a short distance blends or identifies itself with that ancient Roman 
road, crossing the Ruah-brook with it at Rushford, but shortly 
afterwards diverging to the left, where it is modernised for a con- 
siderable distance, but still retains the name of Eirch Lane. Near ' 
'Birch School (at the back of St. John's, Longsight), it takes a 
■udden tiim, where doubtless Whitakcr saw it; it proceeds 
tlirough Birch Hall fold, and thence probably winds round to old 
Mancunium. 

Another striking feature in the geography of Rusholme town- 
ship, and which may be placed side by side with the preceding, 
the better to mark the distinction which Whitaker has failed to 
Tecoguise, is the Nico or Nicker Ditch, a rivulet or stream, and a 
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rampart of earth raised, according to tradition, by the Saxons as a 
defence against their invaders the Danes, who towards the close 
of the ninth century seized upon Manchester, and ravaged the 
surrounding country. Its formation was apparently anterior to 
the general cultivation of the laud through which it posses, if not 
to the colonization of the district ; else why is it that it acts as a 
boundary to so many townships ? Its source or commencement ii 
found to be in the Audenshan division of the parish of Ashton- 
uuder-Lyne, on the site of Ashton Moss ; it seems here to be a 
natural stream, and acts as a drain to a portion of that morass. 
Crossing the Ashton New Road a little to the south<east of 
Droylsden Church, and running under the canal it begins its 
functions at Ashiiett Lane by dividing Droylsden from Auden- 
ehaw. Winding obliquely round the hanilet of Fairfield it re- 
nounces Droylsden and embraces Openshaw ; passing under the 
Old Ashton Road near Se'nthorns Wells {Seven Thorns WcUs, 
from a tradition that seven thorns anciently grew there) and 
crossing the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway, it 
begins to form the Waterworks Reservoir. It now changes 
Openshaw for Gorton, after receiving a tributary brook from 
Dane Wood, Audenshaw. The united stream {Gore Brook) now 
forsakes the ancient embankment, and proceeds through Gorton, 
Burkinanshulme, Rusholmc, &c. (at Birch Church it again falls 
into the embankment line) ; at Longsight it is named the Rush, 
and gives name to a hamlet Rushford, at the place where the old 
Roman road and vicinal way conjointly passed over it, and also to 
the township of Rusholme. Returning once more to the line of 
division, it runs nearly in the centre of the higher reservoir, faith- 
fully embracing Gorton, from hence to the Midway, Stockport 
road. On the opposite side, near " Deb-dale Lane," the ditch 
may be traced leaving Audenshaw for Denton, crossing the Hyde 
road, the old Denton road, the Stockport Canal, &c., leaving 
Denton for Reddish, and shortly after (near Winning Hill) 
leaving Reddish for Levenshulme ; then crossing the vicinal vray 
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(Pink Pank Lane) it proceeds straight forwards to the Midway^ 
Stockport road, where Gk)rton gives place to Rosholme (it here 
forms the ring fence of the Slade Hall estate) ; it flows on in 
rather an obliqne direction nntil it regains the Gore or Rnsh 
Brook near Birch Church, Bnsholme (which brook is said to be 
the site of the embankment)^ nntil it arrives near Ouse Moss. It 
is a singular fact that the hedge is on the Gorton or Manchester 
side all along^ which seems to imply that when the land was first 
divided into fields^ the remains of the old breast-work were used 
as a cop or backings the thorns being simply planted upon it. 
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— Sciant p'sentcs et futuri q"! ego Math' fil Matbt de Hav'sege 
dedi &e. Ric' de Trafford viginti acraa t're p pticam viginti duo pedm 
ppinquiore de Tollache, incipicndo ad magna mussam et ascendcndo 
Gossclache uaq, ad divisaa de Plat et sic a divisis de Plat i trana- 
verso veraua Grenclow-lache ac com pastur' in villa de Wyddinc; 
Tend et Hcnd de rac Sac. sibi et hedib} aula exceplis viris reli- 
giosis et judeis. Redd inde annQ m' et hedibj meia una calcaria 
ferri v\ trea denarios argenti p om! secular! servicio ad Annuno' be 
Marie saiva mihi et meis una via debita et usitata versus Mam- 
cestr, Hiis teatibj Dfio Ada de Biri, fre yvone canonico de Bello 
capic' [Brother Ivo, canon of Bcllo Campo, i.e. Beauchicf Abbey 
in Derbyshire], Witlo de Didesbui-*, Ric de Most', Kob Redig' ct 
aliis. — [s. d.] — Trufford Evidences, Lane. MSS. 

Indorsed: "Fossa Rici trafford jux" Goselache." — Seal; Green 
was imperf. bearing arms of Hathersage de hatersechk. 

3. — Sciant &c. Ego Nicholaus de Longeford dnus de Wy- 
thiuton dedi &c. Henrico de Trafford militi quamdam placeam 
vasti mei in villa de Wythinton infra has divisaa iucipiendo ad 
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Goslache ad le Hontlon del Plat sequendo viam regale yersiis 
borial usq^ in Grenlowlache et sic descend Orenlow lache ns^ 
occidental usq^ in Kemlache et sic de Kemlache ex transrerso 
versus australem p puteos et fossata facta nsq^ in Le Yhildhonse 
digth et sic ascendendo usq^ in Goslache et sic ascendendo Gros- 
lache usq^ in pMcm Hontlone del Plat q^ est p^ma divisa. Hend 
et Tend de me p^dco Henr', et hedib} de corpe suo legit' pcreat^ 
Bedd septemdecim solid argenti ad duos ann^ term' viz. medietaf 
ad festu Annunci b Marie et aliam medietate ad festu sci Mich^ 
p oib} serviciis secularib}. Et si contingat pdct Henr' obiere sine 
herede de corpe suo legit' pcreat' ; rem mihi et hedib} mei. Hiis 
testib} Dom Rico de Byronii milite^ Mag' Ricardo de Trafford 
rectore ecclie de Chedle^ Ricardo de Hulton^ Johe de Asshton 
Johe de hulton^ Robto de Asshton et aliis. Datu ap^ Wythinton 
die Veneris in fest' sci Mathie apostoli A^ Edwardi filii Edwardi 
undecimo. 

Indorsed: "Yeeldhouse redd xvy» 11 Edw. 2." Seal: White 
paste, bearing shield with arms of Longford. Legend : sioillyh 
NICE DE LONGFORD. — TVofford Evidences, Lane. M88. 

3. — Oib5 xpi fid &c. Symon de Gousil saltm &c. — Noverif 
me oonoess' remiss' &;c. Henrico de Trafford &o. homag^ et servic 
trium soliditar' quidam annu redd' et omnia alia exactio' et 
demand' in quib} mihi tenebatur de quadam tenemeto q^ de me 
tenuit in Withinton q^ yocatur le Gyldehousys p concessione &o. 
q^m Roger' de Penilbury michi fecit p cartam suam q^ quid"^ 
homag' et servic p'faf Henr' et an'cessores sui face solebant p'fato 
Rogero et antecessorib} suis p p'dco tenem' q^ de me an'ces- 
sorib} meis tenuit ; Redd' duob} solid' annuaf . Hiis testib} Dno 
Galfrido de Bracebrigge, Galfrido de Chadirton, Rico de Rade- 
clive, Thom de Heton^ Rob?o de Shorsworth, Ric6 de Moston et 
aliis. — [s. d.] — Trafford Evidences, Lane, M8S, 
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4. — Oib} &c. Rog' de Penilbury saJiai in dno semp'. Noverit' 
noe coQcessisse assignasse remisisse &c. Henrico de Tra&brd ator- 
rtuto et assignato Symonis de Gousul militis homagiu ct semciu 
trium soliditar' cujusdam annii rcdditus ct omnimodas alias exac- 
ooea ct demandas quaa ab eodem Henric' v'\ Itcdib) suis exig'e 
pofo de quadam tenemcto qne vocatur Gyldcliousis in Wythinton 
qae quidc tenemen' ego dcs Rog' dc pTato Symone capital! dno 
meo tenui in eadem villa. Hiis tcstibj Diio Galfrido de Brace- 
^n^i Galfro de Chadirton, Rico de Radective, Thoma de Heton, 
Bobto de Shorisworthe, Eico de Moaton et aliis. — [s. d.] — ZVq/"- 

■d Evidences, Lane, MSS. 



• 



Sciant p'sentea et futuri q'^ ego Helias filius RobH 
[? RogT] de Pcuelburie dedi &c. Henrico filio Roberti filii Radulpbi 
de Trafford pro homagio et servicio suo totam terrain dc Gilde- 
hnaestide cii p'tin inter has divisas scilicet de Goselachc usq, ad 
pullum ubi Matheus filius Willelmi levavit fossatum ad verten- 
dam aquam ad molendinura suum, et per puUum descendendo usq^ 
sd fossatum quod ego feci, et ita per illud fossatum usq, ad mussam, 
et de mussa usq, ad Goselache — cum communione omnium liber- 
tatum quas libcri homines predicti Mathei domiui mei hahent sicut 
carta testatur quam habeo de predicto Matheo de prefata terra. 
Reddendo indc annuatim mihi quatuor solidos pro omul servicio 
et consuctud^, et duos solidos prcnominat' Math fil Willi et bed 
qui habebunt unam riam per Alsedum prefate terre p'scpti Henrici 
■d carianda fena sua. Tliis testib} Ricardo lilio Henrici, Robto de 
Burunn, Ricardo de Perepont, Witto de Radccliye, Alexandro filio 
Gilberti de Harewodc, Henrico filio Galfridi de Mamecestr, Pctro 
de Bumhill, Alesandro de Pilkinton, Matheo de Redicb, Hugone 
de Stretford, Ada de Ormeston, Robto filio Hugouis de Mascy, 
Bicardo clTco dc Mameceatr. — Trafford Evidences, Lane. MSS. 
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-Sciant &c. q'' ego Nichiis de Longeforde diius de Wythinton 
ssi et reddidi Henr' de Trafford militi et Iiedibj suis et oib 
eor" tcnentib) in Wythintou die coceasionis haj^ indeut ut jns 
commune eue eomuna turbarie in coinuii turbarie die Yliildhoua 
mossc ad turbas fodcndas sctaiid et capjend p voluntatc cor' ad 
tenementa sua in Wythinton. Ita scilicet q'* lieeat pdico Henr" 
et hedib} suis ac oTb) eor' teuentib} in Wythinton cartare tnrbaa 
sine molest et absq, impedini. Hiis testib; Dno Iticardo Sjraa 
milite, mag" Rico de Trafford rectore ecclTe de Cbedle, Ricardo de 
HiUton, Johe de ABshton, Johe de Hultou, Kobto de Asshton €t 
aliis. Daf ap"" Wythington die Veu'is in festo S'' IMatbie apostoK 
auuo regni regis Edwardi filii regis Edwardi uudccimo [1317J — 
Trafford Evidences, Lane. MSS. — [Seal : Wbite paste, " Si^no 
Nich. de Longford," with shield of arms.] 

7. — Sciant &c. Ego Math' Ciasor" de Mamecestr' dodi &c. 
Nicho fil Henr' de Trafford militia oca terras meas et tenements 
in Rysshum in viH de Wythinton sine aliquo retcnemeto et tenend' 
dcio Nicho et hcdibs de corpe suo legit' pcrcat cu oibj libtatibj ia 
boscis planis s'viciis, Et si contingat r^ p'dcus Nichol' obiere riue 
hered' de eorpore suo legit' pcreat' &c. ; rem Galfrido fri ejusdcm 
Nicti, rem Thome fri ei, rem' Bobto fri ejusdem Thome, rem Kc3 
fri Robt', rem' Henrico fri ejuadem RicT. Hiis testibj Henr" de 
Traflbrd milite Rico de Trafford frc ei" Matheo dc Haydock, Ric6 

de Moston, JohS fit Thome de Ashton, WiHo de R clico et 

aliis. Datu ap-* Rysshum die Ascension' dni anno Edwardi &t 
regis Edwardi nono. — Trafford Evidencet, Lane. MSS. 

Indorsed: "Carta de terr' in Riaholme." Seal: White | 
Legend : sioil math de c . . . . [rest imperfect.] 
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Family of Ucsuolmi:. 

Sciant oins pantes & futi q'' ego Hnr' de Kusau dedi & 
"ceasi & Lac psenti ciirta mea 'firmavi GalT fil Luc de Mamme- 
oestr' ^ homagio & Bervico suo qndam pte t're mce infra divisas 
de Eussu videlj unu mesuagiu ad captt pti mei in pte a^lon jox 
Hattclone & longitudiue qudeei pcatas & latitudine qtuor pcatas & 
nnarn acm t're cu? uuu capd extendit sc ad illam t'ram & alid 
capd v'sus pomeriu mcu & unam ac"m pti in pto de Rassu & unam 
Mfm t're cui^ unu capd extend ad illu ptu & alid capd i lemcnegatc 
Vsua occidentt: & uuam dimid ac m t're cuv' capd unu estcndit ee 
Vsus pdcam oc'm & alid capd i goselache &. una selionc q vocat* le 
qwikehaggcdclonde cui"' luiu capd extend sc i goaelaclie Si. alid cap 
i lemeuegatc & unam dimid ac"m t're cui unu extend se i le hutte- 
lone & alid cap i goselache & sex ac°8 fre q jacent jui t'ra Ilug de 
Asselu qr unu cap estcndit sc i goselache &; alid cap i vef foveu. 
Hend & TenJa de me & hedibj meis a' & hedibj siiis hbc quete & 
podfice cu comV pasfa & cu oTbj libtatibj & aysiaihtis ville de Russu 
ptinlib} Reddendo inde annuati m' & hedibj meis de se & bcdibj 
suis UQu par albar* cyrothecar' ad natalc diii p omT servico exaccoe 
& demands ego v° & hodes mei tota pdcam tra cu ptinenciis pdco 
Galfr* & hedibj suis 'ta oiiis holes & femias warentizabim^ im- 
ppetuti. Et ut h mea doaaco rata sit & stabU huie psnti scpto 
Bigillu mcu apposui, hiis testibj Dno WiH de Hceton, Bob, de 
Itedich, Rob. de Aston, Symoii fil Luc, Jord fil eid & Ad fire suo, 
Hear* fil JIubelet & aliis. — Birch Evidences, penes Sir John Wil- 
liam Hamilton Anson, Bart. 

The aeal, ^rhich is pendant and oval in shape, is of green wax 
And in remarkably good preservation, bears in the centre a device, 
a lozenge divided into four parts by two cross -crosslets which in- 
tersect each other. The legend : sioil benbi de bdsch. 
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2. — Sci omib} psens sept visur* vel audit' q** ego Hricus de 
Busscliu mera & spontanea volutate mea remisi & qet claman p 
lue & hfedib} meis dno meo dno Matlieo de Hatirseg' & hredib} 
Buis boiuagiii & serrissciu Galfridi fiUi Luc de Mamecest'a & hredu 
suoB & totius tcrrc q" idem Galfridus tcnuit in villa Kuscbu ecil 
unu par cirotbecara albars annuati ad pentecosten, Ita scil q^ no 
liccat m' n' bfedibj meis vel alicui noie meo vel bredii meoi aliq^ 
ius vel clamiii in bomagio & scrvisscio dH Galfridi (ilii Luc vel 
hredu suojj vel terre q™ id 6. de me tenuit in villa de Ruscliuin in 
possum vcudicare vel optinere. Et in hui' rei testimoniu buie 
psenti scpto sigillura men appoaui, biis testibj Dno Galfr* de Cbet- 
ham, lUibto de Biru, Witto le Noreis, Ric de T"fford, Symone fil 
Luc do Mameccstr', Joht de Leya clerico & aliis. — Birch Evidences, 
penes Sir Johu William Hamilton Anson, Bart. 

3. — Sciant omcs psetites & fnti q* ego Hiir' de llassu penit' 
^eteclamavi Galf. filio Luc de Mamecestr* & bedibj suis vl asaig- 
uatis suis totu ius q^ hco vl bre poto in riginti acris tre q''s tenet 
dc Rob' de Hulton i villa de Russia, Ita ^dem q** nee ego n' alitj' 
Ledum meoi aliq'' ius vl clameum i p'deis viginti acris t'rc cv 
ptinenciis de ceto exig'e pot'im' imppetuu, Et q'a volo q"* h mea 
q'etecLamacio rata St stabllis p manct buie psnti scpto sigillG meii 
apposui, biis testibj Galf dc Cbetba, Rob. de Buru, WiH de 
Hecton, Rob. de Rcdich, Ric. de Mostoii, Symoii fil Luc, Ric. fi! 
Rani, Ad. de Farneworkc, Henr' fit Hubeloth & aliis. — Binh 
Evidences, penes Sir John William Hamilton Auson, Bart. 

Seal pendant; A fleur-de-lis. Legend: henrici's bdssdh. 

4. — Sciant omB tam psentes q m fiiti q^ ego Henric' de Russum 
dcdi ^cessi Jt hac psenti carta mea *''firmavi Hugoni de Haselam fc 
beredih} suis vel suis assignatis p bomagio & servicio totam t'nun 
mea que cat int' altam stratam ilc Riis^eford & t'ram d'ci HugolR 
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& dimidia bovata f re in villa de Rusaum ele Holt cu oib} ptinen- 
ciia Tcneudas & Habendas sine uUo retenemto de me & bcdibs 
meis sibi & bedib} suis vel suis assignatia io feodo & hcditate libe 
& ^ete pacifice & intcgre cii oibj libtatib) comunis & atsiaintis 
infra villa de Russu & est* pdce terre ptinetib), Rcddedo inde 
iiDuuatim m' & hedibs meis dc ae & bcdibj suis vel suis assigaatis 
vj den' ad duos terminos statuto' acil ad nativitate Sci Joliis Bapt. 
iij den' & ad festu Sci Micbael iij denar' p oibj scrviciia rebj & 
demandis. Et ego Henric' & hcdes mei p'noTatas t'ras & ele Holt 
cu ptineatits p'noTato Hugo! & liedib} suia vel suis assiguatis "tra 
boTes & femiaa imppctuQ warantizabim'. Ut igit' h donatio 
ssio & ^finnacio robur ppetuc firroitatis obtuleat pacnti carta 
ri^li mei inip'asione corroboram, hiis testib} Diio G. de Cheta, 
Bobto de Hultofi, Ric. de T'ford, Jordan de Rabi, Galfndo fil 
Lace, Rob. fil Leysig:, Symoc fil Luc, Rogo fit Rand', Ric. fre ei 
Randulpho clTco & aliis, — Jiirch Evidences, peuea Sir John Wil- 
liam Hamilton Anson, Bart. 

^K^ Familv of Manchester. 

^K fpp. 6, 7.J 

^K ] . — Sciant psentea & fiituri q** ego Wifta fil Henr' fil Iloulot de 

^nUamecestr dedi concessi & hac pseoti carta mea confirmavi 

BVordano fil WiHi de fi'awfeld & heredibj suis q'mdam ptem t're mee 

^B^bi villa de Russum, videlicet tres acraa terrc cij ptinentiia jacentes 

rinf ter" Henr' de Trafford ex ut"% pie que se estendunt in longi- 

tndine de t'ra Matild del Holt usq, in altam viam v'sus Stokeport, 

Habend & Tenend eidem Jordano & bedibus suis de dno capitali 

feodi libc quiete biic & in pace cu omibj libtatibj & aysiamentia 

pdicf t're ptiuentibua. Reddendo inde annuntim dco drio capitali 

tres denar* argent ad duos anni t'niinoa videlic. ad natat diii nnS 

t denar* & obolii & ad festum Sancti Johis Bapt'e unu denaH ct obolu 




de quatuor denar' iu qtiibns pdcus Witts tenetiir annuatim aolut 
pdco dno capitali. Et ego V pdcB Wilis & Ueredea mei pdcam 
t'ram cu ptinent suis sicut pdcra est pdco Jordano & heredibj sui» 
eont'ofnes gentes imppetuu warantizahim"'' et dereudem . In cm 
rei testimoniu huic scpto sigitlu meu apposui, tils tcsribas Aleifi 
de! Byrchcs, Galfrid de Stroiigwas, Witto de Honeford, Thorn de 
CboritoD, Stepho de Redich & aliis. Dat ap'i Mamecestr die 
dnica px post festm Sci Mrtiu aiiQO regni reg Edwardi vicesimo 
nono. — Birch Evidences, penes Sir John William Hamiltoa 
Anson J Bart. 

2. — Sciant psentes & ffuti q^ ego Jobca de Annacotes ffil EobH 
de Mammecesstf dedi concessi & hac psenti carta mea confinnavi 
Jordano fil Willi de ffalwcfeld & hered' suis q"aidam ptem terre 
rnee in fritorio dc Russum scilicet totain pte nieam de una cultun 
qne vocat' Grenclowe ffeld jaccf inf t'ram Henrici de Trafford es 
una pte & t'ram WiHi fil Henrici de Mamecestr ex alta cai' anii 
capnd extendit se usq, ad regiam viam que bc ad Ynce (?) ducit & 
aliud capnd extendit se usq, ad unam cult'am que vocat* le Somer 
Werkeddeffeld ; et una dimid' acr" p'ti jaccnte in le Brodemedwe 
inf t'ram Henrici de Trafford ex ut"qj pte ct unu capnd se extendit 
usqj ad ripam que est subtus le Birchenewode & aliud capnd ex- 
tendit ae usq, ad Clajffeld. Hud & tenend pro me & bercd meis 
de capitali dno del tenemt sibi & hered' suis & assign' suis Ube 
quete bene et in pace jure bereditar' integre & bonorifice cu libcro 
introitu & exitu & cu oniTb) aliis aysiaiiitiB & liblatib) dee t're 
ubiq, Bpctantib) ; pro bac autc donacoe dedit m' dcs Jordan 
qn'dam sumam pecunie g manib}. Et ego dcs Robta & hered mei 
& assign mei totam pdcam t'ram & ptm cE suis ptinenc' ut pdcm 
est dco Jordano & hered & assign suis coot* omcs boTes & femi- 
nas p pdca suiiia pecne imppctuu warautizabim^ aqitietabim^ ct 
defieudera*'. Et ut bee mea donaco & pscntis carte mec c 
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. zoacd rata & stabil pmaneat sigilli mea earn imp'ssione roborari, 
i tiis testibs Rog5 de Barlowe, Rico de Redieh, Alex de Birches, 
[ Galfrido de Strongwas, WiHo de Hooford, Eogo de Denton, Thom 
I dc Cholrtoa & mtiltis aliia. — /iirch Evidences, penes Sir Jobii 
[ William Hamittou Anson, Bart. 

Seal: A lion rampant. Legend: s'' iohi dc ibebme. 



Families of SIosedon, Honford and Beswice. 

rpp. 7, 8.; 

1. — Sciant psentes & ffijturi quod ego Ilenricus Mosedon 

i. dedi concessi & hac psenti carta mea confirmavi Matbeo de 

Byrches & heredibus snis totam ptem mcam totius aijue de Gore- 

hroc sili5 de Halegateforde usq, Russeforde cam attachiacone 

Btagni Gui tibii^ usq, ad f ram meam ubienmq, ei commodius fiiit 

infra pdcas divisas salva destruccone prati mei infra dcas divi?as. 

Habeud & Tenend de me & heredib} meis sibi & beredibus siiis 

libere quiete intcgre & in pace cu omlbj libtatibs & omnimodis 

I aysiamentis pdcc aquc, spcctantib} sine aliquo retenemento mei yel 

' bcredum meor'. Reddendo inde anuuatim m' & beredib3 meis de ae 

' & heredibs siiis una sagittam barbatam ferri die uativitatis Beati 

JohTs Bapt. p omnibj s'viciis s'claribu3 exaccoibj & demandis 

predce aqiie cnm stagno infra pdcas diviaas ptincntib3. Et ego 

V pdcus Henricus & lieredes mei totam ptem meam totius aque 

I predce cum attachiacone eiusdem ubiq, infra pdcas divisas pdto 

I Matho & heredibs suis cont<^ onies hoi'es & feminas imppetuu 

warantizabimuB & defeudcmus. In cuius rei testimoniuDi buic 

psenti scpto sigillit mcum apposui, biis testibs Rogo de Midilton, 

I Alex de Pilkiuton, Rico de Workedeley, Ric5 de Moston, Johc 

de Ayncswertbe, Tho. fil Galfr. fit Luc de Mamecest', Tho. Bexwic, 

Henr. de BjTcbes clTco & aUis.— Birch Evitlences, penes Sir John 

, William Hamilton Anson, Bart. 
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2. — Ego Agues uX Henr. de Honford dedi Rico f. meo ter' in 
RuscliUQ &c. q Matilda de Holt ten in noie dotis &c. ; rem, Gallr. 
fri ejusd Kiel; rem. pdce Agueti &c. Test. Rico de Hnlton, W» 
de Radcclive, Rogo de Midleton, Rico de Redisb, Jo de HaltOD 
&c. — Harl. MSS. 2112, fo. 143. 



3, — Sciant psentes et futuri q'' ego Rogerus Bexwik dedi 
concessi et Lac pseuti carta mca confirraavi Miloni Bexwik filio 
meo omTa ilia terras & teata reddif rev'coea et B'vicia cum suis 
ptinen jacent' in Greuelawe et Risslmra in com Lancastr que nup 
pqncsivi de Wilto Heyld. Habcnd & tenend pdiet' terras & tenta 
reddit' rev'coes et sVicia cum om'ibj ct singlis suis j?tin pfat' Miloni 
Bexwik hered' ct assignat' suis imppetuii de capit" dnis feod' illius 
p s'vicia inde debit' et de jure eonsuet'. Et ego t" pfat Rogcrua 
Beswik et bered' mei omia pdict' terras et teiita reddit' rev'coes & 
s'vicia cum om'ibs et singlis suis ptin pfat Miloni Beswik filio meo 
hered' et assignat' suis contra omEs gentcs warrantizabim et im- 
ppetuu defeudcm' p psentes. Ac insup sciant me pfat Rogeruiu 
Bexwik attoruasse deputasse et in loco ueo posuisse dilect' micki 
in Xpo Joliem Bamford geu'osum et Jacobum Shalcros meos veros 
& Icgittimos attornat' conjunctim & divlsim ad intraud omTa pdi ctf 
terras &, teiita cu ptin et post talem iugresaum iude p me et || 
meo plcnam et pacificam possessionem ct seitiinain pfat ] 
Bexwik ad deliband scdm vim formam et effectual hur' pr« 
carte mee iude ei confect' rat' & grat' hcnt et UTtur" totum et q 
quid diet' attornat' mei noTc meo fecrnt sen cor' alter fee 
pmissis. In cui^ rci testimoniu buic pseuti carte mee sigilloBk 
meum apposui. Dat riccsimo octavo die Juuii anno regni regis 
Henrici octavi post conqueatum Auglie vicesimo secundo. — Birck 
Evidences, penes Sir John AVilliam Hamilton Anson, Bart. 
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Notii sit omib) tam p'sentibj qm futuris q*" ego Matheua 
filius Willi dedi et conceasi et hac p'acuti carta inca coufirmavi 
fram de Plat liospitali de Jertm in puram et ppetua elemosiuam 
cu pastara que ad Wytintoiiam p'tinet. Ego et her' mei p'dcam 
f ram p'dco hospitali cont" hoTcs imiv'sos warantizabo, scilicet de 
magna fossa uaq^ ad fiaem inferiorera pno fosse usq, crux iucidif 
in arbore et de piia fossa usq, iu gosclaclie ct p goselacltc usq, ad 
flemita eite (?) que lacet int' Plat et Russhum et p semita eite (?) 
ns(^ in gorebroc et p gorebroc usqj ad maram Willi de Honford et 
Bic usq, ia maguam fossani. Test' Jordano dc Diddesb, Hamel fil 
Onti et filii Rog. de Barlowe et Ric. Breton et Rob Diacon' et 
Bug. de Plat et Rio. et tota curia dc Wydcnton. 

2. — Notu ait om'ib} tam p'acntib} futuris q'' ego Garn de Ncopot 
prior frin hospital Jeriomit' in Anglia de coT assensu et voluntate 
frm capitli nro concesai ct hac p'aenti carta confirmavi Rico de la 
More et her' auis t'ram de Bikerstath qua hem' ex dono Ade fij 
RadT et t'ram de Perr quam hem' ex douo WiHi Dolfiui et t'ram 
de Grewintou halfsnede et duaa bovatas t're de Rancborior et 
passagiu de RaLchior ct t'ram de Halcton et t'ram dc Plette qua 
hem' ex dono Mathei filii WiHi et t'ram de Actoii quam henr' ex 
donaconc Gilberti filii Radi et omt-s t'ras quas hem' de adquesitu 
ipius et quas ipe vel her' eius pot'uiit pquirer' domui ure usq, ad 
Valencia diiii marc' Tcncndas et hendas de domo nra jur' heredi- 
tario liber' quiete ct bonorifice. Reddendo in singHs annis domui 
nre in tbalamo nro apud Londoii quatuor solidos eaterlingor' ad 
capitlni nrin p" festQ ScT MicliVs p omib) s'viciis et plaeitis et 
exaceoib; ad uos iudc p'tiucutibj. Tta q"" fres iiri de Standee 
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nuUam sop ipm Td heredes suob heant potestatc amsandi eot id 
aoferendi peconiam eot^ nee alicoi rapondeant nisi nobis vel Ion 
nhn tenentib} apad Londcm. Prefiitiis ¥* Bicus et her* sni mamite- 
nebunt et regent ana naTem sop aqua de Merse apod Ranchorier 
in caritate quam Johes ocMistabilar' Cestzie dederat an Bioo et he^ 
Euis ad istam demosinam tenendam, nt omcs qoi Dei amne 
t^ndtii p'&te aqoe petierint passagui heant. In obitn t* sqo et 
heredu suor' similif fcia ps omln cataDoi^ sucmt' p salnte aie sue 
domni nre remanelnt. Hiis testib} fimtre Alano, fire Wfflmo 
capellano, fiie Gilbarto de Ver, fire Bobto fit Bici, fire Gilberto de 
Wilton, file Henr. de Dalby, fre Nidio de Cardinel, fre Willmo 
de jp, file Gilberto, fiie Ysaae, fire Samsonft, Walto dioo. Anno 
Incamaodis MiUio oentesinio ncHiagesimo.^ 



3. — Sciant p'sentes et fiitori q^ ego Wiiios fii Bid de More 
dedi concessi et hac p'aenti carta mea oonfinnaTi Henr. fii Gilbfi 
com Cesilia fii mea et lier' sois ab eadm pcreatis in lil^ maritagiu 
totam medietatc fre mee de Flette et messnagia sua et ana acram 
fre ad dictam messoagiam qpeetantc sine olio r'tenemeto cii oduIq 
p'tin, Habend sibi et lier' sois pcreatis de me et lier' meis libe 
qniete integr' et lionorifioe in liosoo in (dano in pcis in pastons 
cu omib} lib'tatib} et asiamentis ad p'fiua f ram p'tinentilij. Ita 
q^ p'dcos Henr. et Cesilia et her' pcreati sni tenebont p'dcam f ra 
de me et her' mds tarn libe qua ego illam teneo de iril^ Iiospitalis 
Jerhn p't sex denar' qaos p'dcos Henr' et h&r* soi reddant annna- 
tim michi et her' meis ad festu Sci Barthdomeu p omU^ s'tic's et 
consoetadine et exaooone. Elgo siqoidem Wiiimos et ha' md 
itiraliim^ p'dcam f ram sicat illam qoam dedi in lilim mari- 



1 Hiu aad the jsmdiBif deed aiY <m the none pMvihTTynt., viuc^ is W»4f^ * Coptt 
carte orifixKir.'* Tbe first deed is ei>dor»ed *^ Hec csrtA p'dci apod Yeveiej jnx* 
Longciford in com'' lyesb","^ mud. the Utter "et bee carta p'x p*dci in Bksav Sob^ Tabo^ 
de p'ocbia de WrenborT jiu* Abbatbiam de CmnbreiDeT' in m«b' O 
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tagiu cum Henr. et Cesjlia fii mea et her* suis pcre&tis cout* oes 
holes et feTas waruntizabunt et defendent imppetuu, litis testibj 
Wiilmo de Norton frt, WiHmo de Norros, Rogo de Middulton, 
Alcxandr' de Pilkinton, Adm de PenuUbury, Jordaoo Nonets, 
"ttiHo de Diddesbury, Matlio clico et aliis. 

Inscribed on the back of this deed ia the folloirisg genealogical 
note: 

AmabllU ui' Oiltrid! | Honr.dB qooEloniniT. Aloil del BoUmHa 
del PUtde qulbiu quo WUJ^ de q' Will'ui qui Dunseit. 

I Ra|1iadelP1atdeltolrii(nTadequaWm-iu 
' a< qno HoijCU, de quit Ad-. 

AjToai d* qua Robtni de quo Joh'w de qao 
I NIdhlu do qao Rlelis qui ODn<i ut. 
Caoilla uir. Henr. del Pl&t da qaib^ Itog'ui da quo Joluniu de qiu 
Wlll-ai de qns ARiiee de qua Will' qni ambo nune aant. 
I UIb qni Dane atuit tldelicet BDot a° I Hui'im tont de q* Agnes de q> Will 'us qol 
dni H'.ecec^'.iitlJ" Mug'ik de qua nunc est. 

CMilia del Bull da qunllob-toi qui nunc art. 
AKueiTelede qns Job'Bi Tale e( ThDmsiqnl 



4. — Univ'sis xpi fidelib} ad quos Ittc p'sciitcs pVen'int ffr 
Helias de Srhethetun bmlis pr'or ffrni hosp' Jrtm in Anglia salm 
in dno. Nov'it univ'sitas v'ra uos de commuui cousiJio et asseusu 
totios capituli u'ri dedisse et conccssisse et hac p'senti carta n'ra 
confirmassc Hie fll Ade de ffarnewurthe ct heredib) suis omcm me- 
dietatem t're n'rc dc la Platte quain nicdietatcm Adam clicus de 
nobis quondam tenuit. Habcnd et tenendum d'cam medietatem 
t're de la Platte de nobis sibi ct hcdJb} suis in hereditate libcre et 
quiete bene et in pace cu omTb3 coramuii et aessiamentis in pas- 
cuis in viis in semitis in aquis et in omTb) lucis ubi cummuiis vel 
aeasiamentum dec tencmento pertinet vel p'tincre poluit ; Red- 
dendo indc aunuatim ipe et tieredes sui domui ore quatuor soUdos 
ai^ent' ad festum Sci Math p omib) s'viciis et cuaccouibj ct con- 
suetudinib} ad nos p'tineutibj et in obitii sao et Ltdum suoi'' 
t'ciam partem catallor' suor' mobilium et immobilium ubtcun^ 
fuiiit inventa. Nus v** d'cam medietatem fre de la Platte cu 



i 



IflS 



APPENDIX. 



omTb) commanis et aes si amentia sicut p'notatuni est dco Bic fit . 
Ade de ffariiewurtlie ct bercdibj suis cont' onics homines et 
fleiuinoG imppetuu warantizabimus quam diu douator illius domui 
n're ilia pot'it waiantizar'. Et ut lice n'ra dotiaco rata et stabilis 
pmaneat p'sentem cartam sigilt capiiiili u're roboramus, Hiis tes- 
tibus Dno Ada de Bury, Diio Gaifrid de Chetbam, Dno Galfrid 
capttan, Kic de Trafford, Ric de Bondini', Ric de Mostun, Hear, 
de la Platte ct multis aliia. 



5. — Sciant p'sentcs et fut'i q'' ego RogS del Plat dedi concesri 
et bac p'senti carta raea conlirmari Eleiie filie Heur, del Plat diias 
acras terre jacentes in bamell del Plat in viii de Wythiuton, videl't 
illas acr'a q»s Cecilia mat' mea reeup'avit coram justiciar" dni Reg" 
in banco p quoddm BrC- q^ vocat' Cui vita que qnidm d'ce acr" 
extendunt del Thotnidicbe us<^ ad Ic Gosclaclie, Hend et tenend 
eidm Elene et hcdib) suis et assignatis de capita diiis feodi illius 
p s'vicia iode debita et consueta libc quiete et in pace cu oib} 
jurib) lib'tatibj et asiamentis p'dcc terr p'tinentib}, ' Et ego vero 
p'dcus Rog'us et bedes mei p'dcas duas acras t're cii p'tiii in oib) 
ut p'dcm est p'dcis Elene et bcdib} snis et assiguatis contra omes 
geutca warantizabim^ et impp'm defendem'. In cuj' rei testi- 
moniG hnic p'scnti carte sigillii ineii apposui hiis tcstib3 Johc 
Cissor* de Mamcestr, Tlioma le Marchal, RobTo del Plat, JohE 
Bibby, Nicho clTco et aliia. Dat' ap* le Plat die Sabti px post ffii 
Sc7 Andrce ap'li anno regni reg* Edwardi deeimo septimo. 



6. — Omib) spi fidelib} hoc septum visur' vel anditur", WiHs fil 
Hngois de LagHokf saltm iij Dno. Novitia me remiaisse relasasse 
ct oTno p mc et licdib) meis inippet'm quietO elamaase Roblo fil 
Rici de farneworthe et hedibj vel euis assignatis totu jus meu et 
clameii q*" hui vel aliqno modo here potui in medietatc totius 
hamclli del Plat m viH de Wjthinton que quid' medietas idem 
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lob's kuit f successlonem bcditariam post mortem RicT dc ffamc- 
orthe p'rb sui, Ita sciij q'' n ego p'dcus WiHs ii fiedes mei n 
liq'a alius nole nro aliq'd jur' vel clitmei in p'dca medietate seu 
I pte ejusdem illi' liamelli de cet'o 6x15*6 vel vindicare potim*' 
s'c't pcni^ p hoc s'cm men exclusi sim^ imppctiiu. Et pr'tra ego 
p'dca With ct hedcs mei p'dcam mcdictata toti^ hamelli del Plat 
in oTb5 ut p'dcm eat p'dco RoHo et hcdibj vel auis assignatis cont' 
omea holes warantizabim^. lu cui' rei testimoniu huic scpto 
sigillu meu apposui, Hiis testibj Dnis Henr. dc Trafforde, Bogo 
de Pilkynton militibj, Rico de Hulton, Johe de Hulton, Robto de 
Asshtoo, Roblo de Qrotton, Nicho de Wyrkesworthe cl7co et aliis. 
Dat' ap* Ic Plat die Jovis in cr»stino Sci Swythen epT anno regni 

I teg* Edward fit reg' Edwardi octavo. 
■^ 
ib' 
G, 



I 



Die Luue px ante festii Sci Andrce ap'li anno Dni Mil- 

lesimo fccutes vicesimo q'rto f cii 'vent' int' Rogeru del Platte 

una p'te et Robcrtu fil Hici del Plattf ex alt'a pte sub hac 

jJbnna q'^ pastura que sc extendit ah hostio dci RogT usq. ad le 
Geldebrockf dividit' int' dcos Rogu et Rob!m, ct fosaatm q^ se 
extendit a vico usq, ad le Gelde broke p'dicf cat totu sup pcelam 
dS BoMi. Pret'a dcus Rog5 quiet clama^-it p ae et hede Robfo 
et heredibj suis totum jus suu ct clamiu q'* habuit sen aliquo modo 
habere poterit in toto tcnemcto a d'co foasato tisq, ad Gelde brocke 
int' vicu et le Ilerneflatte. Pret'a d'c's Rflg5 concessit Robto et 
heredib} suia f ciam ptc suam in le [name undecipherable] una cu 
qnadam butea jacente in Goaecroft in escambio p t'ra d'ci Rob?i 

Jacente in le fid d'ci RogT. In cui' rei teatimoniii huic p'seati 
■c'pto sigillii meu apposui, hiia testib) Rogo dno de Barrlowe, 
Johe de Worthinton, Thoma le Marchal de Mamcestf, Johe be 
eius, Johe Bibby de Mamcestr et aliia. Dai' ap*! Lancastr die et 
anno supMcis. 
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8. — Sciaut p'seutes et fiituri q^ ego Elena fli Uenr. del Platf 
dedi coQcessi et liac p'seuti carta iiie» cunfirmavi Rico fil ItobH del 
Pktf un m acram t'rc cum p'tin jaccutcin in hamello del Platf io 
villa de Wythintoa quam hui ex dono et feoffamento RogT del Plat 
que quidem acra t're jacet in quodam camjio vocato le Bruches 
cnjus unu capnd se estendit del Thornidiche usq, ad le GoselacUe, 
Hendam et teneudam p'dcam t'ram cu prin pdco Rico et hcdibj 
de corpc sue pcrcat" de capit' dfiis feodi illius p s'ncia iude debits 
et de jure consiieta libc quiete bene et in pace cii omib} liblatib; 
et aysiamentia dec t're p'tiucntib} imppetuu. Et si contingat q' 
idem Ricus obicrit sine hede de corpc suo pcreato tnc post deces- 
sum ipius Rici p'dca t'ra cii ptin integrc rcraanebit JoKi fratri 
ejusdem Rici et bedib} de corpc suo pcreaf, Tenend de capit' 
diiis feodi illius p s'vicia inde debita etxle jure consueta imppetuu. 
Et si contiogat q'' idem Jobiies obierit sine hcde de corpe sno 
pcreato tiic post decessum ipiua JohTs p'dca t'ra cu ptin integrc 
remanebit Robto del Plat patri p'dicor' RicT et Johis hedib; et 
as^ignatis suis Tenend de capit' dnis feodi illius p s'vida inde 
debits et de jure consueta imppetuu. Et ego vero p'dca Eleua et 
bedes mei p'dcam t'ram cu ptin p'dco Rico et hedibj suis p'dds 
ct p'dco Johi et bi^dib} suis p'dcis si idem RicHs obierit sine hcde 
de corpc suo pcreato, et p'dco Robto et bcdib} suis si idem Johrts 
obierit sine hede de corpc sue pcreato warantiz&bira' cont» omes 
boTes imppetuu. In cnj' rei testiraoniu buic p'seuti carte sigillu 
meii apposui, biis testibs Rogo de Barlowe, Henr, dc Trafford, 
Jobe le Taillour de Mamcestr, Rico fil Tbome de Mamcestr, 
Thoma fil RicT de Bosedon, Rob^o dc Milkewallesladc, Thoma fil 
Alani de Ayncsworthe et aliia. Dat' apud le Plat die Jovis px 
post festii Sci Michis Archangti anno regni Edwardi re^ Aug! 
t'cii a conqueatu decimo septimo et regni sui ffrancie quarto. 

9. — Sciant p' rentes et fut'i q^ ego Elena fit Henr' del Plat dedi 



>Dcessi et hac p'senti carta mea confirmavi JobT fit HobEi del 
lat ana acram t're cum ptin in villa de Withinton quam hui ex 
dono et feoffameato Rogi del Plat que quidem acra t're jacet jiista 
le Veldebousdiche in hamello del Plat in quodam campo quod 
Tocaf le Bruches cuj'^ unu capnd se cstendit del Thornidiche usq, 
ad le Goselacfae. Hend et tenend p'dcam t'ram cu ptin p'dco 
Joht et heredib) dc corpore suo legitii: pcrcat* de capit' diiis faodi 
UUua p a'vicia inde debits et de jure consueta libc quietc bene et 
pace cu omibj lib'tatib} et aysiamentis dee f re ptinentib3 im- 
ppetuu. Et si coutingat q*i idem Jobcs obierit sine berede de 
icorpore suo legitie pcreat' tunc post deceasnm ipiue Johis p'dca 
l^ra cu ptin integre remanebit Rico fratri ejusdem JobTs et 
Jieredib) de corpore suo legitic pcreat', Tenend de capit' dfiis 
feodi illius p s'vicia inde debita et de jure consueta inippetuu. Et 
contiDgat q^ idem Rictis obierit sine berede de corpore suo 
legitie procreate tunc post deceaau ipius RieT p'dca t'ra cum ptin 
integre remanebit Robto del Plat patri p'dcor' Johia ct Rici 
heredib3 et aasignatis auis, Tenend de capif diiia fcodi illius p 
■'vicia inde debita et de jure consueta imppetuii, Et ego vero 
p'dca Elena et heredea mei p'dcam t'ram eu ptin p'dcia Johi RicS 
et Robto et heredibj suis warantizabim' ct defendem^ cont' omes 
hoies imppetuii in forma sup'dca. In cuy* rei tcstimoniu huie 
paenti carte indentate sigillii racu apposui, biis testib} Henr' de 
Trafford, Rogo de Barlowe, Thoma fit Alani de Aynesworthe, 
Johe le Taillo' de Mamceatr, Rico fil Tbome le Mareacbal de 
Uamcestr, Tlioraa til Rici" de Bosedoii, Robto de Milkewalleslade 
et aliis. Dat' apud le Plat die Jovis px poat featu Sci Michts 
Archangti anno regni rcg' Edwardi t'cii post conquestum Angl 
decimo septimo ct ITrauc quarto. 

10. — Ceate endauture faite entre Eleyne la fille Henry del 
Platf la puisuesse d'une pte et Robl del Platf d'autre pte test- 
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moigne que come le dit Robt ad ^auate al dite Eleyne p sa 
chartre endente uoe maea et dis} acres de sa t're en Platf ea la 
ville dc Wythyngton a avoir et tenir a mcisme cesty Eleyne a 
t'me de sa vie del avaunt dit Bobt et de sea hens rcndaunt douje 
deners p an aicome en la chartre eudentee eutre eux de ces faites 
plus pleinement est contenu. Lavaunt dite Eleyne Toetf et 
grauQte p lui q si ele soit en eydc a William fit} Alisaundre del 
Bothe en ascuue mah!e ou p doner de ses liens ou chateux ou p 
pole on demplcdre lea tenement) quels meismo cesty Eleyne 
recouveri vera lavaunt dit William a Lancastr' p assise de nouvele 
disscisine devaunt Mons. William Basset et aes compaiguoans 
Justices a assises pndre en le countie de Lancaatr' assignes. Et 
de -quels tenement; meisme cesty Eleyne ad enfefie lavaunt dit 
Robt et ses heris et sea assignes aicome p la chartre p lavannt dit« 
Eleyne a lavaunt dit Robert de ceo faite plus pleinement eat 
contenu q a dong's bien liae al dit Eobert et a aes heria et a sea 
assignes cntrer les avauut dit) races et t're et les retenir eami} 
countre dit del araunt dite Eleyne et enscment q la chartre 
endente de ceo faite ne soit de valu, Eusement aramcolp] lavaunt 
dite Eleyne q a quel houre q ele Ueaae les avauut dit) tenement; a 
aacun fora q al avaunt dit Robt ou a ses heria q a doug's bien Use 
al avaunt dit Robt et a ses heris dentrer les avauut ditj tenement) 
et les retenir aann) countredit del avaunt dite Eleyne et q ele soit 
oshte dc chescun mani'e daccionn a demauudrc lea tenement) 
avauut dit). Par quele graunte lavaunt dit Robt graunte p*" lui 
et p' sea heris q si lavaunt dite Eleyne ne soit de pouver detcnir 
les tenement) avaut dit) en sa mcyne demeignc le dit Bobt 
graunte po'' lui et p' ses heris a prendre la Pre en sa meyn 
dcmeigne ou en Ja meyn des heria et rendronnt al dite Eleyne p* 
tote sa vie dis south [sous] p an a deux t'mcs del an ccst a savolr 
la moitee a la fcste de Seynt Michel larchaugcl et lautre moitec a 
la feste de Scynte Joh"n le Baptistrc p ouelea [egides] porcioiuis. 
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^Bl quele chose faire a loyalment p fourner les avnnt ditj Eleyne ct 
^^obt entrccbauDgablement omit mys leur seals. Ceux sonnt lea 
tesmoigncB Joliaa de Aynesworth, Adam de Iloppewode, Roger 
de ChadirtOD, Roger de ShotcUeaworth le puisne, ct Thomaa le 
filj, Aleyn de Aynesworthc et autres. Done a Bary le dismeigne 
pchayn ap's la feate de Seynt Bartholomeu I'apostol, L'an da 
regne Edward roi d'ADgIet*re tiercj puis le conqueat dis et octoisme 
^Hi^de son regne de Fraunce quiate. 

I' 
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11. — Sciant p'sentes et fut'i q^ ego Elena filia Henrici del 
,tes junior dedi concessi et hac p'senti carta mea confirmavi 
ibfo del Platca Itedibj et assigiiatia suis duo measuagia viginti et 
quatuor acraa t're et una acratn p'ti ciJ p'tin in Wythyngton que 
quidcm ten d'ca Elena rccupavi v'sua WiHm fil Alesi del Bothe p 
asaiam nove disseie coram U'iHo Basset et aociis auis Justic' ad 
disseie in coiii Lancaatr* assign' capiend, Head et 
lend oTa p'dca ten cQ suis p'tin p'fato Robto hcdib} et assig- 
de capit' dnis feodi illiua p a'vicia indc debita et de jure 
consueta libe quietc bene et iu pace cii libo introitu et ejitu ct cii 
coTa pasture et cu oniTbj aliis p'tin dco ten p'tinentib} in eade 
villa. Et ego vero p'dca Elena et LSdea mei oia p'dca teii cu suis 
p'tin in omib; aieut p'dcm est p'fato Robto birdibj et aasignatis 
mis cent* omea hoies warantizabim'' et itnppetuij defendem . In 
cnj rei testimoniii huic p'senti carte sigillli nicu apposui, biis 
testibs Nicbo de Longetbrd militc, Hcnr. de Traflbrd, RoWo fii 
Henr.['i'] de Trafford militia, Jordauo de Claydcn, Itobfo de 
Chorleton, Thoma de Holt, Rob!o de MylkwalsUde ct aliU. Dat' 
apud le Plates die Luuc pi post fcatu Sci Cnthbti cpT anno rcgiii 
Edwardi rcg' Angt t'cii a couquestii dccimn octavo ct rc-gui >ui 
fiancie qninto. 

13. — Ilec carta indentata tentat' q** RobliiH d«l 1'lnt dt-dit cou- 
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cessit et hae psenti carta sua indentata confirmftvit Rico filio suo 
et beredi omia t'ras et ten sun cu edificiia que liiiit die confecconis 
:psentiu in villa de Wythynton, Hcnd et Tenend omia p'dca frn* 
et ten cii edificiia et cu ptin p'dco Rico et hered de corpore sno 
legitie pcrcatis libe quiete bene et in pace cu omibs libtatibj et 
aysiamentis pdcia t'ris et ten cu edificiis in villa de Wythinton 
ptin' de capit* dnis fcodi illius p s'yicia que ad p'dca t'ras et ten 
cu edificiis ptinent imppetuii. Et si contingat q*' p'dcus Ricfis 
obierit sine herede de corpore sno legitie pcrcat' tunc post deccs- 
sum ipius Rici omia p'dca terre et ten cu ediUciis et cu ptiu 
integre remaneant JobT fri ejusd Rici ct bered de corpc suo le^tie 
pcreatis Hend et Tenend omTa p'dca t'ras et ten cii edificiis et cii 
ptin p'dco JobT de capit' dnis fcodi illius p s'ricin que ad p'dca 
t'ras et ten cii edificiis ptin imppetuu. Et si contingat q'' p'dcus 
Jobcs obierit sine iicrede de corpc suo legitii; pcreat' tunc post 
decessum ipiua Jobis omia p'dca terre et teii cii edificiis et cu ptiu' 
integr' remaneant Rob!o fil Robti de Milkewalleslade juniori et 
hered masctis de corpc suo legitie pcrcatis Hcnd et Teneud omia 
pdca t'ras et tcii cu edificiis et di ptin p'dco Roblo fit Bobii de 
capit' diiis feodi ilHus p a'vicia que ad p'dca t'ras et tcii cii edificiia 
ptinent' imppetuu, Et si contingat q^ p'dcus Robtus fil Robti 
obierit sine herede maacto de corpe suo legitie pcreat' tunc post 
decessum ipius RobTi fil Robli omia p'dca t're et teij cii edificiia 
et cu ptin' integre remaneant Johi fil RobH de M ilkwaleslade fri 
p'dco Robto fil Robti et hered mascHs de corpe suo legitie pcpcaf 
Hcnd et Tenend om'ia p'dca t'ras et ten cii edificiis et cu ptin 
p'dco Johi fit RobTi de capit' dtiia fcodi illi' p s'vieia que ad p'dca 
t'ras et teri cii edificiis ptinent imppetuu. Et si contingat q<l 
p'dcus Johes fil Robti obierit sine herede maacto de corpc suo 
legitie pcreat' tunc post decessum ipius JobTs fil Robti omia p'dca 
t're et ten en edificiis et cii p'tin intcg" remaneant Robto fil Adc 
de ffernilegb de Sadulwrthfi'ryth et liered masctis dc corpc | 
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egitie pcreat' Hend ct Tenend omia p'dca t'ras et ten cu edificiia 
i ptin p'dco Robto fil A3e de capit' dfiis feodi illi p s'vicia 
que ad p'dca t'ras et ten cu edificiis ptiuent iinppetuu. Et si con- 
t q"^ p'dcus Robtua fil Ade obierit sine hered mascto de corpe 
mo legitie pcreat' tunc post decessum ipiua Robii fil Ade omia 
p'dca t're et ten cu edificiia et cu ptin integr" remaneant Willo fil 
Edward Heth de Sadulwortbfryth et hcred masctis de corpe buo 
3^tic pcreaf Ilend et Tenend omTa p'dca t'ras et ten cii edificiia 
at cE ptin p'dco Witio de capit' diiia feodi illius p s'vicia que ad 
p'dca t'raa et ten cu edificiis ptinent imppetuu. Et si contingat 
g^ p'dcus 'Wiflus obierit sine bered raasctis de corpe sue Icgitie 
pcreat' tunc post decessum ipiua Wiffi omia p'dca t'rc et teii cii 
edificiis et cu ptiu integr' remaneant Margarete fit HobK del Plat 
et heredib} masctis de corpe suo legitie pcreat' Hend et Tenend 
omia p'dca f ras et ten cu edificiia et cii jjtin p'dce Margarete de 
capit' dnis feodi illi*' p s'vicia que ad pdca f raa et ten cu edificiis 
iptineut imppetuu. Et si contingat q"" p'dca Margareta obierit 
jnne hered mascto dc corpe suo Icgitie pcreat' tunc post decessum 
ipiuB Margarete omTa p'dca t're et tcii cu edificiis et cii ptin rectis 
ilieredibj ipius Robti del Plat integr' remaneant IK-nd et Tenend 
omTa p'dca t'raa et teii cu edificiis et cu p'tin ji'dcis rectis bed 
'ipius Robti del Plat de capit' dnis feodi illius p s'vicia que ad 
p'dca t'ras et ten cu edificiis ptinent imppetuu, Et p'dcus vero 
iBobtus del Plat et bcrcd sui omTa p'dca t'ras et ten cu edificiia et 
cii ptin p'dco Rico et heredibj de corpe suo legitie pcreaf ut 
p'dcm est, et ecia p'dco JohT frT cjusdm RicT et lieredib) de corpe 
suo legitie pcreat' ut p'dcm est, ct ecia p'dco Rob£o fit Robti et 
heredib} masctis de corpe suo legitie pcreat' ut p'dcm est, et ecia 
p'dco Johi fit RobH et bcrcd masciis de corpe suo legitie pcreaf 
nt p'dcm est, et ecia p'dco Robto fil Ade et hered masctis de 
Corpe legitie pcreat' ut p'dcm est, et ecia p'dco WiHo et heredib} 
masctis de corpe suo legitie pcreat' ut p'dcm est, et ecia p'dce 
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Margarete et heredib; masctis de corpe suo legitie pcreat' ut 
p'dcm est, et ecia rectis heredib) ipius Robti del Pint coot* ocs 
gentes warantizabim'^ et imppetuu defendem^. In cuj^ rei testi- 
moniu huic p'senti carte iudentate sigiltu siium apposnit, biU 
testib) Nicho de Longcfoid chivaler, Tboma de Trafford, Rogo 
de Barlow, Tboma del Holt, Roblo dc Cborlton, Henr. fii Ilobi 
del Birdies et aliis. Daf ap'* Wytbintou die Sabli px ante fm 
See Margarete virgia anno regni regis Edwardi t'cii a couquestu 
Ticesima f cio regni vero ffiranoie decimo. 

13. — Pateat univ'aiB p p'sentea me RoWm del Plat dedisae et 
Tendidisse Rieo fit meo et beredi omTa bona niea mobilia et im- 
mobilia queeuq, but die confecconis psentiu in villa de Wythynton. 
Ita vero q^ nee ego dcus Robfus nee esecutores mei nee aliquis 
ftlius noie nfo seu jure qio aliquid juris tcI elamcii in pdcis bonis 
here exig'e vel vendicare pot'nr' infitm[?] ao ab omni accone aim 
exelusi imppetuu. In cuj' rei testimoniu p'sentibj sigillu meii 
appOBui. Daf apud Wythyntoii die Sabli px ante fin See Mar- 
garete virginis anno regni regis Edwardi t'cii a conquestu vicesLmo 
t'cio regno vero firancie dedmo. 

14. — In nofeDei amen. Anno dni Weec sexageso die Veneris 
in fasto Sci Mauri Abbafc' Ego Robart' de Platte 'do teatamct 
meu iu hhc mod. Impprimis lego aTam mea Deo et be Marie 
et oTb) scis et eorp' meu ad sepeliend in simiterio Macest', et 
meli auer' coram corpe meo in noTe mortuar' ad fidelit' miiiift- 
trandm. Istos constituo exeeutores meos s[cilicct] Jobni fUiu 
meii et Loretam uxor* roeam ut ministrat oTa bona mea sicut 
mel? aie mee viderit. In cur rei testimoniu huie testameto sigiH 
meu apposui. 

[Endorsed :] Ut boc testamet pbatil fact' cora decano Macestr 
& administr' bonor" daf fuit ex'b}. Ib cu' rei test' sigillii offii' 



APPENDIX. 

'■i pseDtibj appoBuim^. Dat' Macestf 
ino Dai m°ccc° sexageio. 



201 

vigilia Sci Mathie ap'li 



15. — Sciant p'sentCB & futuri q'* ego Jobiies del Plat dedi con- 
sn et hac p'senti carta raea confirmavi Johl le ffytlieler, Wittmo 

le ffytheler, JoliT de PoyntOD, Wittmo Davie, llico Braybon capttia, 
Nicho & Ade fit meis & JoliT & Rico fit Kici del Plat omia t'raa 

Ifc tea, pta, rcdditus & B'vieia cu edificiis & cii omibj suis p'tin 
que hci die confecconia p'senciu in hamcllo del Plat in villa de 
W^itliyngton, Heud & Tend omia p'dca t'ras & teii, p'ta, redditus & 
||i*vida cu edificiis & cu omib) suis p'tin p'fatis Johi le Sytbeler, 
Iffiitmo le ffytheler, Johl de Poyntoii, AVittmo Davie, Ric6 Bray- 
boa capitis, Nicho & Ade fit meis & Johi & Rico tit RicT del Plat 
her* & assignatia puis libe quiete intcgre bene & in pace de capi- 
talib3 diiis feodi illi' p s'vicia inde debita et do jure consueta im- 
{ipetaii. Et ego v" p'dcua .Tohes del Plat et her' raei omia p'dca 
t'ras et ten, p'ta, redditus & s'vicia cii edificiis et cii omib) suis p'tin 
^^ p'fatis JohT de rtytheler, Wittmo le ffytheler. Job! de Poyntoii, 
BWittmo Davie, Rico Brayboii capttis, Nicho et Ade fit raeis et 
^B^ohi et Rico tit RicT del Plat her* et assignatis suis cont* omea 
^Bgentes warantizabim^ et imppctuii dcfendem^. lu cnf rei testi- 
^HlBoniii huic p'senti carte sigillu meii apposui hiis testibs Johne 
^rde Radcclif de Cbadnrtoa, RobSo de Chorlton, Ad de Barlawe, 
Johiie de Neutoii & Henrico le Marshal de Mamcestr et aliia. 
Dat' apud le Plat die Sa%i pxia post festii Sci Audree ap'li anno 
regoi regis Kdwardi t'cii a conquestu Anglie quad^gesimo octavo. 

16. — Sciant p'sentes et futuri q*' ego Johes del Platf dedi con- 
Bssi et hac p'senti carta mea confirraavi Galfro filio Jobis Ed- 

|anundsoQ le clerke & Alonie filie mee totam t'ciam ptem omT t'rar* 
1 tenemetor* meor' cii ptin suis que liui seu aliquo modo here 
Kfot'o infra comitatii Lnncastf Hnd et Tend totam p'dcam p'tein 
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omT pdcor f rar* et ten cu omib) ptin suis pfatis Galfro et Alonia 1 
et hedib) int' cosd dc corpibs eordm Galfri et Alonie lie [legitime] 
pcreatis de me ad totam vitam mei p'dci Johis sine omT a'ricio 
sclari esaccone et demand. Ego vero p'dcus Joliea del Plat et 
hedes mei totam p'dcam fciam ptem omT p'dcor* terrar' et ten cii 
omTbj ptin Buis p'fatis Galfro ct Alonie et hcdib} int' eosdm Gal- 
friii et Alonia lie [legitime] pcrcatis ad totam vitam meam cont» 
omS geutes warantizabim'. In cnr' rei testfii huic psenti carte 
sigillu men apposui hiis testib} Badpbo de Radclitf, Jofane de 
Radcliffde Chadnrtoii, Jobne de Badcliff de OrdessaH, Henr' de 
Crompton, Witto del Crosse ct multia aliis. Dat' apnd le Plat die 
Martis in festo translacSis Sci Thome martins anno regni regis 
Ric7 sfdi post conqnestu septio. 

17, — Pateat univ'sis p psentes me Niclmi filiu JohTs del Plat 
dedisse coneessisse Robfo Colayn capellano omia bona mea et 
catalla in le Plat in villa de Wythington. Ita V nee ego p'dca 
Nichtis ncc ber" mei uec aliijuia alius noTe nfo aliqua accon in 
p'dcis bonis sen catatt dc ceto exig'e vel vcndicare pot'im ac ab 
omT accoe sim^ esclusi imppetuu. In cui'' rei testimouiu psentib} 
sigillu meu apposui. Dat' apud le Plat in villa de Wythingtoii die 
diiica ps p:;st festu Sci Cedde cpT anno regni reg' Rici scdi post 
conqueatu Anglie q'rto decio. 

18.- — Sciant peentes et futuri q*" ego Nichus filins JobTs del 
Plat dedi concessi et hac psenti carta mea confirmavi RoWo 
Colayn capellano oTa t'ras et ten mea cu ptin in le Plat in villa de 
Wythington, Hend et Tenend omTa p'dca t'raa et ten cit ptin 
p'dco Rob!o her" et assign suis libere quiete intcgre bene et in 
pace de capitalibj diiis feodi illius p a'vicia inde debita et de Jure 
consueta imppetuu. Et ego v" p'dcs Nicbua et heredes mei omia 
p'dca t'ras et ten cii ptin p'dco Roblo her* et assignatis suis cont* 



APPENDIX. 



203 



omes gentes warantizabim? imppetuu. In cur' rei testimoniu haie 
psenti carte mee aigillu meu apposui hiis teatibj Rado de Preste- 
wyche, Bado de Barlowc, Wittmo Bolder, Johnc de Strangeways 
et IUc6 Bybby et aliia. Dat' apud le Plat die dnica px post foetu 
Sci Ccdde epT anuo regnl regis Ric'i scdi post couqucstu Aaglie 
quarto dccio. 

Seal : Green wax ; Device — a shield vair placed obliquely, its 
sinister chief surmonnted by a helmet from wliich spring two 
standards. Ijegend: " Philipe de Premieres." 



19. — Sciant psentes et futnri q'* ego Robtus Colayn capellanns 
dedi concessi et hac pscuti carta mea indentata confirmavi NichS 
filio Johia del Plat omTa t'raa et ten mea cu ptin que hui ex dono 
et feoffamento p'dci NiehT in le Plat i villa de Wythington, Hend 
et Tenend omia p'dca t'raa et ten cu ptin suia p'dco Nicho et her' 
de corpe suo legitie pcreat' libcre quiete bene et in pace de capi- 
talib3 dnis fcodi illius p s'vicia inde debita ct de jure conaueta 
imppetuu. Et si contiogat q^ p'dcs Nichiis obicrit sine her' de 
corpc suo legitie pereat' volo q*" omla p'dca t'r et ten cii p'tin suis 
remanent Alone sorori p'dci NichT et her" ipiua AJone de corpe 
suo legitie pcreat' Hend et Teneud omia p'dca t'raa et ten cii ptin 
p'dce Alone et her* de corpi; auo legitie pcreat' libere quiete bene 
et in pace de capitalibj dnia feodi illius p a'vicia inde debita et de 
jure consueta imppetuu, Et si contingat q-^ p'dca Alona obierit 
sine her" de corpe suo legitime pcreaf volo q'' omia p'dca t'r et 
ten cu ptin remaucaut Emmotc ux'i Johia del Sladc et her* ipiua 
Emmote de corpe auo legitime pcreat* Hend et Tencntt omTa p'dca 
t'ras et teii cii ptin p'dce Emmote et her* de corpe auo legitime 
pcreat' libe quiete beue et in pace de capitalib) dnis feodi illius p 
s'vicia inde debita ct [de] jnr' consueta inappetuii. Et si contin- 
gat q^ p'dca Emmota obierit sine her" de corpc auo legitime 
pcreaf volo q'' omia p'dca t'r ct teii cii ptin remaueant JohT del 
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Plat JTiniori dco filio Rici del Plat filii RobH del Plat et her' \fm» 
JohiH de corpe buo legitime pcreat' Heud et Teuend oniTa p'dca 
t'ras et ten cu ptin p'dco JohT del Plat juuiori et lier' de corpe 
BUO legitiS pcreat' libere quietc bene et in pace de capitalib} diiia 
feodi jlliua p s'vicia inde debits et de jur* consueta Imppetau. £l 
si coatingat q'^ p'dcs Johcs del Plat junior obierit sine her* de 
corpe auo legitic pcreat' volo q^ omTa p'dca t'r et ten cu ptin rectis 
ber' p'dci Nichi iutegre reni'eant Head et Tcnend omia p'dca 
f ras et ten cu ptiu p'dcis rectis her" libc quietc bene et in pace de 
capitalibj dfiis feodi illius p s'vicia inde debita et de jur" consueta 
imppctuu, Et ego v" p'dcs Roblua Colayn et her' mei oia p'dca 
t'ras et ten cu olbj ptin suis p'dco Nicho et her' de corpe s«o 
legitic pcreaf ut p'dcm est, et ecia p'dte Alone et her' de corpe 
BOO legitic pcreat' ut p'dcm est, et ecia p'dce Emmote et her' de 
corpe suo legitic pcreat' ut p'dcm est, et ecia p'dco Johi del Plat 
janiori et her' de corpe sue legitime pcreat' ut p'dcm est, et eeiam 
p'dcis rectis her' ipius NichT ut p'dcm est cont* omcs gente* 
warantizabim^ imppetuii. In cui^ rei testimoniu huic pseuti carte 
indentate sigillii meii apposui hiis testibj Badulpho de Radediff 
militc, Henrico de TrafFord, Radulpho de Prestewyche, Jolinc dc 
Barlowe et Radulpho de Barlowe et aliis. l)at' apud le Plat id 
▼ilia de Wythingtofi die Ven'is ps post festii Sci Grcgorii pape 
anno regni te^ Rici scdi post conquestii Anghe quarto decimo. 



20, — Sciant pscntes et futuri q^ ego Nichus del Platte dedi 
conceaai et hac psenti carta mea indentata confirmnvi Rad6 de 
Kadechf militi et Rado til ejus omia mesuagia t'ras ct ten mea cu 
ptin in le Platte in villa de Wythyngton except' uno mes' et duab3 
acris t're vocat' Goscrofthous et una pccUa t're Tocat' le Med- 
hap, Hcnd et Tcnend om!a p"dca mes' t'ras et ten Cu ptin p*dci 
Rado et Rado at t'miim vite p'dci Radi de Radeclif milit' aalm i 
Wittmo del Byrches et hered suis unam via ult* p'dcam f ram ou J 
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«tio et oibj aliis car'ajriis siiis a domo dti WiHi usq, ad cocm 
'riam in Risshura. Redeudo indc aiumati miclii hcrcil ct assign' 
niris p p'mos octo annas post dat' p'scnt' \iginti solidos argenti 
&d fcstu nativit' Sci JoliTs baptist' et natal diii p equales porcfies 
et facienct capitalib) dnis feodi illius s'vicia indc debita et dc jure 
coQsuet' et redendo indc annuati michi ct hercd mcis j> quolib 
anno ({uo p'dci Radi et Radi teneant et habeaut p'dca mcs' t'raa 
et ten cii p'tin ult* p'dcos octo anuoa decern marcaa urgenti ad 
festa p'dca p equales porcocs ct facieiido capitalib} diits feodi illius 
s'vicia iude debita ct de jure cons'. Et si coiitiugat p'dcm anuuale 
vigiuti Holidi ad aliquc t'mnm quo solvi debeut a retro esse iti ptc 
Tel in toto seu p'dcm auuualc rcdditii dcoem marcar' ad aliquc 
t'mnm quo solvi debeot aret' esse in pte vel iu toto et p vi^nti 
dies pi sequ aliquc t'mnra p'dcm q"" tiic bene liceat roicbi p'fato 
Kicho hered et assigii meis in p'dcis mes' t'ris ct ten cu ptin 
mf're et ea in statu raeo p'stino retinere et pacifice possidcre sine 
concencoe p'dci Radi et RadT scu alicui^ alt'ius et p'dci Radiis et 
Radtis susteutabunt omcs domos supd'cas t'raa et ten odificat' ct 
eai in adeo bono statu seu meliori quo eas receperunt ad finem 
t'mm sui dimittent. Et ego v" p'dcTis Nicbtis et bered mei omia 
p'dca mes' t'ras et ten cu ptio p'dcis Rado et Rado ad t'mfim vite 
p'dci Radt de Radcclif niilit' in forma p'missa cont» omcs gentes 
warantizabim^ et defeudem^. Iu cui? rei tcstimoniii buj^ carte 
mee indentate sigillu meu apposui. Dat' apud Wytbyngton die 
dnica px post fiii Asccneois dHi anno rcgni reg* Ric' acdi sexto 
decimo. 

1 2L — Sdant p'sentes et futuri q^ ego Nicbiis del Platte dedi 

i et hac psenti carta mea confimiaTi Thome de Hulton 

I ecclie de Bury omia t'ras et ten mea cu omtb} suis ptin in 

lamella de Bussbu in villa de Wythyngton, Hcnd et Tenend omia 

p'dca terras et ten cu omib) suis ptin p'fato Thome ber' ct asaig- 
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naf snis libc quiete bene et [in] pace de capitalibj dnis feodi ilh 
p s'vicia inde debita et de jure consuet', Et ego \« p'dict Nidiua 
et her* mei omia p'dct teir" et ten cii oibj suia ptin p'fato Thome 
her* et assignat' suis cont" omes gentes warantizabim et imppetuu 
defendem**. In cu? rei testimon huic psenti carte mee sigillu 
tneu apposui, testib} Rado de Stanelay milit', Johe de Ashtofi 
milif, .Tolie de Hulton, Edmudo de Workcsley, Johe de Bamnfort 
et aliis. Dat' apud Rnscbu die dnica px post £Dk Sci Cedde epi 
aoDO regni reg* Henr' i^^ti post conquestm Anglie p'mo. 

22. — Sciant p'sentes et faturi q^ ego Thomas de Hulton rector 
ecdie de Bury dedi concessi et hac p'senti carta mea confirmaTi 
Bico fiUo Nichi del Plat et Ka¥ine ux'i ejusd et heredib} inf eoai 
lie [legitime] pcreatia dimidia p'tem unr' campi qui vocat' le Plat 
fold cu oib; suis ptiu que hui ex dono et feoflameuto p'dict' NicbT 
del Flat in le Plat in villa de Wythyngtoii cuj' unu capiit extendit 
Be ad domiJ Edi de Workesley et alind in le Risshii Broke, Head 
et Tend p'dca dimidia p'tem p'dcti campi cu oibj suis p'tin p'fet' 
Rico et Kariue uxl ejusd et heredib} inf eosd lie pcreatis Ube 
quiete bene et in pace de capitaJib} dnis feodi ill? p s'vicia inde 
debita et de jure consueta imppetuii. Et ego t' p'dict Thomas de 
Hulton rector ecclie de Bur}' et heredes mei p'dicta dimidia p't«m 
p'dcti campi p'dict Bico ct Kat'ine et heredib} int" eosd lie [legitime] 
j^crcatis ut p'dictu est contra omes gentcs warantizabim^ et imppetuu 
delendem . In cu» rei tcstimoniu huic p'senti carte mee dgiUu 
meii apposui hiis testibs Edmo de Trafford, Johc de Hulton de 
ffameworth, Johc de Trafibrd sen' et multia aliis. Daf apod le 
Plat in rilla de Wythyngton die M'curii ps ante festii Sci Nichi 
epi a" regni regis Hcnrici quiuti post conquestu Anglie terno. 

23. — In X" sibi . . . Johanuis Piatt & Constancie cosortf soe ft' 
Jacob? firm mioc^ Fston** Gardian* & s'rr' [serrus] salt'm ft p 



APPENDIX. 



207 



I 



p*9ent' vite indita regna celestia pnderi cii sciasiur* in tc" pat' & 
D5s dom sixr dta p'Wdencia pp ia. .... solu fr'bj St soror'bj nn 
ordis /j etia cofr'bs & cosororibj eiusd Ifae suffratriales hu'tibj de 
benignitate aptica gciose cocessit p quilib} eoru possit s' elige 
idoaeO cof'easore ij ipos & ipos qucllb} ab o'ib} & singlis tuub} 
excessib} & pccis in siagiis sedi apHce res'vatp casib) fei duntaxat 
hoc anno a publicacoc traz ppiahTi coputado vij qun'" die mes Ap'lis 
& set in mortf articlo ab aliia v" toties ep^ fii'it absolv'e & pnam 
aalutare in . , . . possit ad que & alius cufessor ptenaria omTuDi p'ccos 
eoriid rcmissione iu v" mortf articio valcrj elargiri p iraa suas 
apticaa beoigTie indulsit ind'cio vfe devocoia q'ln ob v» reVencia 
ad n'rm bctf ordine sincej cofidms affcm & acceptas vos in cofrem 
& cosorore & ad univ'sa & singia frm adminiBtois Auglicane suf- 
£ragia recipio tenor" p'scnciu in vita pit' [pariter] & in morte ut 
dels apHc' p'vilegiis q, bonoi spualin biieficiia scdm forma & eflcm 
eoriid pfruam vestros aiaa ad salfui, adycics nichilomiu^ de g'cia 
•peciali ut cu post obitu turn p'sencm fca i'nit exhibico ira^ in 
nro p'vinciali cit [capitulo] eadf p vob fiat recome'daco q, p fribs 
nfis defuctf ibm recomedatf fieri coauev't. Valete in x" ihu & 
cratf pmo. Daf p'stone octavo die mes Marcii anno Dni MiHmo 
cecc^xiix". 

24. — Uuiv'sis & singtis psentes Iras iusp'tnr* Eatb'na nnp nx* 
Bi(n Plat salEm. Nov'it' mc iu pura viduetate mea dediase con- 
cessisse & boc p'senti acripto meo confirmaase Edmiido Trafford 
.militi omTa bona mea & catalla mobilia & immobilia ubicuq, 
inv'int, Hend & Tend oraia bona & catalla p'dca p'fat' Edmudo & 
assign suis libc & quiete sine aliq~ eont=^coe mei p'fat(^ Kath'ue 
hered seu exec' meojs aut alios note nfo quojjonciiq, imppetm. In 
cur" rei tcstiom huic p'senti scpto meo sigillu meu apposui biis 
teBtib3 Kado Prestwiche, Thoma Trafford, Hug" Scolea capello & 
multf aliia. Dat' die Venia px post featu Sci Hillar' anno regni 
regis Henr' sexti post conquestm decimo octavo. 
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25. — In noie Dni ameii. Ego Ricardas PUt Anglicus scutifer 
lego eeu contribuo aiam mea Deo oTpotenti & beatc Marie virgini 
& omib} stis & reliiiquo corpus meii seu eadaver rermib) a^ 
sepelin in pro" sci s sanitiui foro 11361? Dioc' Maiden, cupimus q* 
de bonis michi a Deo coUatf p salute aTe mee p>ide. P'mo facio 
seu ordino test' seu ultiara volu'tcm in modum qui seqmtnr. 
Frimo volo & cupio q nialefacta mea atq, debita si po'* [possibile] 
sit restaurentur ac eciam emendentur. Deinde ea que debeo & 
legata mea infra scripta, volens et ordinans q si aliquid residm in- 
vents fuit ultra ea que distribno in tine dicr* mcor' q p manin 
executoris nri Johiiis Plat filii mei disponatur et ordinal' meliori 
modo q ei p salute mea q vidit' exped'i. Primo do & lego cccie 
p'd' in qua corpus meii p mic' jaeet seu requiescit uuu nobile auri 
p sepultura mea. Post meo ^fessori vero JobaHi Ricliebery sea 
aie mee medico tria nobilia auri. Itf Gaufrido filio meo quadra^ 
nobilia ^cedo, & residm vulo &. ordino q p manus executoris Johns 
Plat filii mei disponat' & ordinet' & ipm 'stituo Jolinm Plat exe- 
cutorc meij, dans & ^cedens ci executori meo plenam p'tatem & 
madatum spale omTa & singta p'missa eseque'di augendi ^. . . . c'di 
ac eciam defalcandi & in melius disponedi ei ncce fuTt put execu- 
tor meus legitime ^stitutus pot'it & debuerit p salute aie mee face. 
Volo & ordino q istud tcst'm seu ultima voluntas duret usq, ad 
imppetuum. In cui!' rei testimoniu sui acta eit' hoc cora Jobc 
Bicbebery pbro et in domo habitacionis dicti testatoria p'ntib) 
Johc GauTven & Roberto Boston, Jobc Nuehyc cu pUbj alus 
lestib) fide dignis ad p'raissa vocatf piterqj rogatf . Act' auuo Dni 
ICCccc^xxxix" die quarta me3 Scptebris. J. Rcschebbkv. 

Seal, pendant, of greenish was, vesica -shaped, bearing in a 
three-gabled niche a Priest or Bishop in vestments or robes, per- 
haps mitred, holding in his left hand a palm branch, or rather ui 
aspergam or sprinkler. Legend in Lombardic capitals : b[idii.li;h3 

CDEIS ECCLIB 8Ct FSTAI SOIBTAHECO. 
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26, — Sciant p'sentes et fnturi q"" ego Johcs del Plat conccssi 
traduli ct ad firma dimiBi Katarine nap ux'i Rim del Plat imfiS 
mcsiiag' vocaf Goscrofthous cum quod" orrco et duabs acm t're 
et ano gnrdino p'dcti mesuag" p'tinent in le Plat in hamclla de 
Kiashiun, Head et Tend eidm Karine ad t'minm vitc sue, Red- 
dendo inde annuati p'dco Johi hered^ et assignat' suia quatuor 
Bolid* legal uionete ad featu Nat. Sci Joins IJapt' p omib) s'vieiis, 
Et si contingat p'dict reddit' a retro esse in pte vel in toto ad featu 
p'dcm q"" tnc bene liceat p'fat' Johi hercd et assign suis iu p'dco 
tnesuag* distring'e et districoes sic capt' asportarc et penes se 
retiuere quousq^ de p'dco reddit" omcs arreras ejusd fu'unt etdm 
Johi hercd sou assignat' suis plenar" fuit satisflon. In cui' rei 
testimoniO huic p'senti scr'pto meo aigillu meu apposui hiis tcstibj 
Radd Birches, Robto Byrchea, Wilto Huut ct multis aliis. Daf 
apud le Plat xxvj" die Augusti anno rcgni reg' Henr" sexti post 
conquestii vicesimo octavo. 



27, — Prater RicuS rainist' don? Sci Robti juxta Knaresburgh 
OrdTs see t'nitatis et Redcmpcois captior qui snt icarcati [incar- 
cerati] p fide Jhu x' a paganis Johni Plat ct Constancie ux' sue 
Baltih et sincam in dno caritatem. Cum I p'yilegiis aplicis p sac"- 
Baactum scdiii aplicam nob et ordini nri p'dicto ab antiq's tempib} 
indultis et p eandem eodm de novo canoice cofirmatis que eet'a 
qdra apaba "^tiueant indulta "''tiuere sbsequcntc Dinibj v'e pec- 
cantib} & cofess qui adsu fee n tacic} dci ordia man' vorreic'int' 
adiut'ces sex aiioe & octogiuta dies de i mota peia relaxim^. Eciam 
cocedim*'' q oca cofratres et eosorores dci ordis qui dcdint e'tam 

p [? porcionem] honor' suor" et annuati frat'bj v'l nu ars 

eiusdem ontts biificia q sol'int possint S elig'e annuati frat'bs v'l 
niiors eiusdera ordis biificia p aol'it poaaint S elig'e annuati ydoncu 
p'sVum eg cofcssore qui cor* cofessionibj dil'get^ auditis eis p 
coiniss ptia i pcnde valeat salutarc n talia sint pp que acdes aptica 
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sat iuxta cosut de so q'lib} cosaet habit ae'psum RichS frat' r 
& eidm sepult'am eciii facit m> neqiie co q'cnq, morte moriat' n 
noTata sint excoit'. Si qiiis bnfaotor infra anii moriat' de oTbs 
pccatis siiia ve' cotcis & cofess' est de nra gra spali absolut ca" de 
abusioiiib5 no obstaott:. Nos vre dcrocois qua fraf nctati dicti 
ordis hmtic postulat' macipari s'viciu cosid'aates afft'm vos in 
cofratrc & cosorore n'ri ordTs te uove p'sonara aute nob indulta 
adm'tatu^ & coTs dun? ve' dictis & aliis p'vilegiia nri ordis cofratibj 
emseru indultis scdm forma & esscnc cordm )ibc p finam vroi 
max ad saltni. Adiani' isup vob hnficiu dec gra spali p cii in nro 
coventuali ca" rey obitum vrum p'sonem fta fint exhibico trar 
eadm p vofi fict comeudaco que p fratb) nris defunctis ibm fieri 
cusvent. In cui' rei testimoii sigillu nfm p'sentib} e appcnsii. 
Dat' domo nTo p'dicto anno diii Millnio cecc 1 vj'". 

[Endorsed :] Auctc dei pris oTpotctf & beor Sci Pcf i & Paoli 
aptor ei de aucto toti''' mat'is ecclTe & papat indulgecie m' in bac 
pte raissa ego absolve te ab oTb; pecat' tuis oblit' de quib) velles 
fiteri si tue occurrerent memorie & scmel in vita de oTb) casibj 
sedi aplice quomodolibt' rescrvatf & de quibj sedes ipa cet' inc'to 
'sulenda. Auctc dni pape pii sccudi absolve te eciam articto 
mortf plena rcmissione oniiu pccor' tuor' in q"ntij clavea ecclTe se 
extcdiit aucte istar" trar' apticar* tibi do & ^cedo in noTc p'ria &c. 

28. — Sciant prcsentca & futuri q^ noa Cnstancia nup uxor 
JobTs Platte & Ricus Platte filius & hercs p'dict Johis & Cnatancie 
dedtm coneessim" & hac prescnti carta nra iudentat' confinnavim' 
Wittmo Addeshcdo de Mamccstr' unffi burgagiii nrm jaeens in le 
Milnegate infra villain de Mamccstre int' tenement' Johis Brad- 
ford ex una pte & tenement' p'dict Rici modo in tenura uxTs NichT 
Shelm'dyii ex alt'a parte & contineua in longitudine ab atta via 
usq, ad aquam de Irke quod quid'm burgagiii modo est in tennra 
p'dieti WiUi Addeslied. Huud St Tenend p'dict' burgagiii cu 
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omib} Goinoditatib} libtatlbi & aliis 8uis p'tio p'fat Wittmo bere- 
dib3 & assiguat' suis imppetuu. Keddendo inde aimuati nobis 
p'fat' Cnstanc & Kico ficredibj &i assigaat' nria scptem solidos 
legolis monetc Anglie ad ffesta Natalis Dili & Naf Sancti Johis 
Bapt' g equates iKircionea, et capit' Diiis feodi iH anuuati duodecim 
dcDar' ad ffest' diet' ville de Mamcestr' visitaf & consuet'. Et ai 
contingat diet' reddit' septem solidor' a ret" esse in pte vel in toto 
ad aliquod ffest' quo aolvi debeat & p viginti dies extunc px se- 
queuf tunc bene liceiit nobis p'fat Cnstauc & Rico heredib} & 
ftsaignat' nfis in diet' burgagio distriuge & districciones sic capt' 
abducc asportare efl'ugare impcare & penes nos retinere quousq, de 
p'dict, reddit' cum arrcragiis eiusd'm sique fumt plenar' fu'imus 
satisffaet'. Et si contingat diet' reddit' septem solidor' a ret" esse 
I IK fte Tel in toto ad aliquod ft'est' quo aolvi debeat & p quadra- 
I dies estunc px sequent' ct sufficieus districeio in dief 
I inTCDiri non pot'it tunc bene lieeat nobis p'diet' Cnstancic 
t Rico heredibus & assiguat' nris in diet' burgagiu cum ptin 
reintrre rehabere & in priatino statu retiner' hac carta & aeisina 
inde hit in aliquo non obstaut'. Et uos vero p'dict' Cnstanc & 
Bicus & heredea noatri p'dict' burgagiu cum omnibus libtatibj 
frauDcbesiis & aliis ciua ptin p'fat Wilfmo heredibus & aasignat' 
mis in forma p'diet' contra omea gentcs warrantizabimus acquie- 
tabinr' & imppetuum defcndmua. Et ult'iua nov'itis noB p'fat' 
CoBtancia &. Uicum attornaasc & in loco nfo posuisse dileetm 
nobis in spo Tlioma Bradford capellanu ac vicariii eoUegii dc 
Mamcestre & Henricum Leylond fidelcs attoniat' nros con'' & di*' 
ad deliband pro nobis & uoibj nris p'fat' Willmo plenam & paci- 
ficam possession^ & aeiainain de & in p'dict' burgagiu cu ptin 
B'cdm vim forma & effcra p'sent' carte nre indcntat' rat' & grat' 
bent & bilur* quicquid iidfn attornat' nri noTe nro fccTnt aeu eor' 
alt' feeit in p'miasis. lu cui' rei tcstimoniii liuie p'senti carte nie 
indentaf sigilla nfa apposuinv' faiia testibus Tlioma Olgreve, Johc 
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Rudde, Johe Bradford, Radulpho Prowdeluffe, laurencio Hulmc 
JJE aliis. Dat' duodecimo die Augusti anno regni regis lleurici 
septimi post coaqaeatum Anglie quinto. 

29, — This endenture made betwcnc Rofct Mascy son & hcireof 
Edward Mascy geutilmaii Cnstaocc late the wiff of John PUtte 
and Rio* Platte his son opon that one ptie, and Laurence Kyrk- 
halgh of Manchcstr" opon that oyf ptie, — Wittcnessith that the 
said Laurence granntes by thes p'sentcs to weddc and take to wiff 
Cnstance Mascy sust' of the said Robt afor the Ifcst of Saynt 
Bartholomew next to come aft' the date herof if the said Custancc 
Mascy will then aggree, Qbr the which the said Robt Mascy 
guntes to pay or cause to be paicd to the said Laurence or his 
assigned xiiij mrcs of leale money of Eugloud ia man' & forme 
folowyng, that is to witte yerely xiij» iiij'' at the fTestes of the 
natiWto of Saynt Johfi the Baptist & the hirthe of ourc Lord by 
even porcious duryng x yercs unto such tyme as the said x mrcs 
be fully coutent fe paicd. Aud the saidoa Cnstance late the wiff of 
John Platte & Ric' Platte graunte by thes p'sentes that the said 
Laurence shall have & yerely recyve xxvj" viij'' of sueh tcuiTtes a* 
yai have assigned hym within the towne of MBmchcstr" duryng 
the t'me of v yercs next sujing the date lierof, that is to wittc 
onto the tyme the said Laurence have receyved of the said 
teniTtea x mrcs, and ov'r this tlie said Roht Mascy grauntes by 
thes p'scutcs that he shall make or cause to he made a sore uid « 
lawfuU astatc of all the loudcs aud tenemeutes, rentes, rev*sion8 & 
a'vices w^ yaire appurteiince that the said Robt now has or stoades 
seased of or may have or stoudc seascd of within the couuties of 
Lancastr" Sc Chestr' or oy^ places within the realmcs of EngUnd 
or Irland to lij certen psons by the said Roht Mascy & Laoreuoe 
to bo named, To have aud to holdc to the said ccrteu psons yiure 
heires & yaire assigues to th'entente that the saides feotfees shall 
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make or cause to be made a. sufficiaut & a lawful! astate to the 
sold Ilobt Afascy & to the Lcircs of his bodie lawfully begetten of 
all the naides londes & teuementes, rentes, rev'eions & s'vices w' 
yaire appurteiince. And if it bappea the said Rob't Maacy w'oute 
beiree of hU bodic lanfully begetten to discessc that then all the 
aaid loodcs & tentes, rentes, rev'sions & B'vice miediatly aft' the 
discesse of the aaid Robt shall dcscendc, rev'tc, remayii or come 
to the said Ciistancc Mascy sust' of the aaid Robt & to the heires 
of hir bodie lawfully begotten, dower or dowers of wiff or wiffea of 
the said Robt alwayes except; and for dcfautc of heires of the 
•aid Ciistauce, that then all the sitid londes, tenementea, rentes, 
rev'sions & s'vices, except before excepted, to remayn to the right 
heires of the ^aid Rob't for ev' ; and thes astates to be made afoc 
the Sest of the nativitc of Soynt Jobu the Baptist next to come 
■ftr' the date herof. Also the said Robt grauntca tliat he & ij 
Bufficiant p'sona w' hym shall be bounden to the aaid Laurcucc by 
yaire obligacion of C ni're, which obligacon abnll have such con- 
dieon that if the said Robt opoii his ptie well & truly holde, kepe 
& pforme all man' of grauntes & coynntea comprised in thes 
endentures, that then that obligacion be votde & dies to stonde 
in strength & effect. In witenesse wherof to thes p'sent cnden- 
turea the pties aforsaiJ ent'chauugeably have aett yaire seales, 
thes wittenesac Rie' Bexwik th'ehler, Henr' Lcylond, Rog' Sonde- 
forth & oy™. Yeven the xsiiij''' day of July the yere of the rcgne 
of Kyng Henr* the vij' aft' the conquest of Englond the is"". 



30. — Sdant presentes ot futuri q^ ego Johes Flatt de Ryss- 
Iiulmc in coiii Lane, gen'os' dedi coneessi et hac pnti carta mca 
indeutat' confirDiavi Jahanue Lanrance relief Jacobi Lawrance 
nup de Mamcest' defunct' duo measuag* sive tetit nuc in sepalib) 
tenuria sive occupatiobj Margaret' relict' Edniundi Duucuthley et 
Radulphi Duneutbley in Risshulm in com Lancu£t' predict' et duos 
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claiisuras Bive p'cellas terr* vocat' Hallefelde et Brucfelde nuc in 
teuiira sive occupacoe mei predict' JoL7s Piatt Habend ct t«iiend 
omTa et singla predict' mcssuag' t'ras et tenta ac alta premiss' cu 
oib} et singtis suis ptinen prcfate .Taliaac Lawrance et assignaf 
suis p t'rano vite ipiua Jahanc in iioie totius dotis et junctor' 
eidiii Jahaue contingent. Et ego vero p'dict Jolics Piatt et hered' 
mei omia predict mcssuag sive tehta cii duabus clansur' sivc 
pcellis terre predict' ac cet'a premissa cii suis ptin' prefat" Jabannc 
Lawrence durant' tota vita naturali ipius Jahanne in forma pre- 
dict' cont' ocs gentes warantizabim'' et imppetin defendem' p 
presentea. Ac iusup seiatia me prefat' Jolitm Piatt attomasse 
deputasse et in loco meo posuissc dilectos miehi in Chro Tlioma 
Jackesofi et Badulpbu Birchc de Ma'cest' meos veros et legittlmos 
attornat con™ et di™ an iutrand p me et in noic moo ia oia et 
singla predict' mcssuag terr' et tent ac cct'a premiss' cii oTbj et 
singtis suis ptin, Et post talem ingress' inde p me ct in nolo raeo 
plena et pacifica poaseasione et seisina prefat' Jahanne Lawrance 
ad deliberand' s™ vim forma et effectu hujus p'ntis carte mcc 
indentat' ei confect Rat et grat' hent et habitur" totn et quicquid 
ent' attornat' mei DoTe meo fecTnt bcu eorii att' fecit in premissis. 
In cujus rei test" huic present' carte mcc indentat' sigillii meii 
apposui. Dat' tercio die Junij anno regni Edward! Sesti Dei gra 
Anglic ffrauncie et Hib'uie regis fidei dcfenaoris ac in t'ris sub xpo 
ecclie Anglica et Hiberuie an'dict' capitis supremi primo. 

31. — Sciant psentes et futuri q^ ego Jobcs Plate de Rj^saholme 
in com Lane' gen'osua p cert' cansis me moventib), dedi concessi 
et hac p'senti carta mea indentat' confirmavi Wittmo Plate filio 
meo jnniori quandam mesauag' sive pcella terre jacent' sive eidst- 
ent' in Itysholmc p'dict' in com p'dict' que extendit unu acni et 
dimidiii ten-c vocat' the Crofte sup Hyssliolme Grene et uiic io 
tenur' et occupaeue mei p'dct Job? Plate, Head ct Tend p'dict 
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taessuagiu sive pcella terre cu oniTb3 ct singtis snis ptin p'fat 
I Wittmo et assignat' suis durante vita ipius Wilhni. Keddcado 
I inde annuatim michi p'dict JoIiT hered et assignat' mcis unu 
• granu pepi ad fcstu natalis dni si petit p oniTbj reditt et s'vic 
^riso semp q** p'dict Willm Platte fecit s'yiciii Buii ad p'dict' , 
Johem Plato et hered suos tamdiu p'fat' Willm? Platte & assignat' 
suis habuerit sive occupavcrit p'dict mesuag' sive pcella terre, et 
8) p'fat ■Willm'' negat faceH s'viciii suu ad p'dict Jchcm et hered 
Bois q'' tunc bene licebit michi p'dict' Jolii Platte hered ct as- 

tngnat' mcia in p'dict' raessuagiu sive pcella terre cu ptin rehere 
P rehabere] et in p'stiuo statu nro ea retinere banc psenti carta 
indentaf et seisina inde delibat' ulla modo non obstant'. Et ego 
»ero p'fat Jolics Plate & hered mei omTa p'dict' messiiag' aive 
pcella terre cii omTbj et singiis suis jjtiu p'fat Wiltmo Platte et 
Msignat' suis conf.oraEs gentes w arrant i 7. abinr" et dcfendem' 
imppetuu p p'seutes. Ac iusup sciant me pfat' Johi:m Piatt 
atto^asse deputassc et in loco mc posuisse dilcct' michi in xpo 
^^ Bichardii Platte scniorc ct JoliE P'ccvatt meos vcros et legittimos 
^Kattomaf conjunctim ct divisim ad iiitrandu p mc ct in noTc meo 
^■xn p'dict' messuagia sive pcella tcrrc cu ptin. Et post talem in- 
T^ gressti inde p me et in noTe meo plena et pacifica possessionc et 
aeisina p'fat' Wittmo Platte ad dclifcand stdm vira forma et effect' 
huj' psentis carte mee iudentate inde ci confect' rat' et grat' bent 
et hitur' totu et quicquid dicf atto'nat' me noie meo feciit sen eor* 
alf fecit' in pmissis. In cui^ rei testimoniu buic paenti carte mee 
indentaf sigillu meii apposui, Dat' decimo tercio die Augusti 
anno regni regis Edwardi scsti Dei gra' Anglie ffrancie ct Hiber- 
nie regis fidei defensoris et in terr' eccUe Anglicane et Hibernie 
L mp'mi capitis sectido. 



32. —This iudentur made the viij"" daj-e of Marche in the sent 
Byer' of the reigne of our Sav'aign lorde Edward the sext by the 
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grace of God Kjng of England ffrannce & Ireland defendo' of tUc 
faithe and of the Churelie of England and also of Treland iu erthe 
the Bupmo liede — hetwen Ilauff Hunt of Chorletoii in the pyis^be 
of Matichestr' in the countye of Lane' husbandman apon the one 
K ptyCj and Rychard Platte son & heyr apparintc of Jboii Platte of 
Kysshoime iu the seid pisshc & countye gcnf apon the other ptjc 
— witteneasithe that the scid Rauff Hunt for a certen some of 
good & lawful! money of England to hyni fully payd before the 
date of tlies psentes by the forseid Rychard Platte haithe by the 
lycence consent & agrcment by the Byght M'^onrBhipfiiU Jhon 
Bothe of Barton in the countye aforseid esquier & landlord to the 
seid Rauff Hunt haith dymyaed grnnted sette betaken & to fcrmc 
ictteii & by thea psentcs dothe dymyae grtinte sette betake & to 
ferme lotto to the seid Ryehard Platte one close called lyttle Shots 
contcynyng three acres & a halfc lyeng in Chorieton alfoneid 
pcell of the tenement whyche one Margaret Hunt wydowc late 
wyffe of Jhon Hunte disceased & the seid Rauffe Hunt hare & 
hold of the scid Jhon Bothe as tcnntes at wylle to the same Jhon, 
To have & to hold the seid close w' th'appteiinces to the seid 
Rychard Platte & liys assignes from the dayc of the dysceasse of 
the seid Margaret Hunt wydowc duryng the t'me & space of sei 
yeres next aftr' immedyatly folloyng the same daye of the discease 
of the seid Margaret & fully to be complete fynysshed & endet 
w'oute lette or impedyment of the seid Rautf Hunt hys wyffe 
chyldren executors adraynyatrators or assignes or of any of them 
duryng the seid t'me yeildyng & paying thcrfore yerely aff the 
dyscease of the scid Margaret Hunt to the seid Rauffe Hunt fays 
executors or assignes one pcpercorne at the fcaste of Penthccosto 
if it be lawfully asked and demaunded for all rentes s'vyees ft 
demaundea to the seid close belongyng duryng the t'me afocseid. 
In wittenes wherof the ptyes afforseid to thies paentcs iadcntURs 
interchiingeablye have aetto ther scallcs the dayc & ycf' fynte 
above wrytten. 
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33. — This indenture made the ffourthe daie of Marcho in tlie 
ffirste yere of the reigiie of our Sovereigne ladie Mary by tlio 
grace of God of Englannde ffrannce and Irelande queue dcffcnder 
of tlic ffaytlie and in earthe next under God the suprenme liciidc 
of the cLurche of Englannde and also of Irclannde — betwono 
Johiinc Piatt wydowe late wifl'e of John Piatt in the couutio of 
Lane' geut. deceased upon th'on partie, and Ric' Platte sonne and 
heir of the said John Piatt aforsaid gent, upon th'other pnrtie — 
wittenessith that the said Johane ffor dyvers and soundryc good 
reasonable causes & couaideracons in the daie of the date hereof 
her spceiallye moving have demyscd graunted sett betaken and to 
ferme letten and by these prcsentes indenture dothc dcmyse, 
granntej sett, betake and to ferme lett unto the said Richard Piatt 
too messuages or tenementes now or late in the several! tenures or 
occupaeona of Margaretc late wift'c of Edmound Dnucuthlcy and 
ItauBe Duncuthley in RysMhulme aforsaid and also too closes or 
parcels of ground called Hall ffelde and Brucke ffelde now or lato 
in the tenure or occupacon of John Piatt aforsaid dcceaased. To 
have and to holde all and aingulcr comodities easemeutea liberties 
profiettes and advantages to the same appertaynyng or in any 
wyse belonginge to the said Richard Plat his heirs exccutours or 
assignes ymniediatlye next after the daie of the date hereof unto 
th'ende and terme and during all the tynic and t'me of the liffc 
naturall of the said Johane Plat widow and during all sucho terme 
title and interest aa ahe bathe in too or upon the same or in to 
and upon every part or parcell thereof, yelding and paying tlierfor 
yerelie unto the said Johane Piatt widow or her asaignes the some 
of ffoure markes thre shiUingcs floure pense of good and lawful! 
money of Euglannd at too feastea or termcs in the yere, that ia to 
Baie at in or upon the ffeaate daye of Sainct John Bapi" xxviij' 
ijiiJ, and at in or upon the feastc daye of the birtlie of o' Lord 
Jesu Christe other ssviij' iiij'' by even poreSna, tforseing alwayes 
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and it ia of both the said parties coVnted and agreed that fte 
firstc payment shall coinensc & beginn at the ffeaate of Sainct 
John Bap" next eusuTDg the daic of the date hereof. And if it 
happen the said yerelie rent of iiij merkes iij' iiij'* or any part or 
parcel! thereof to be bchinde unpaid in part or in all by the space 
of ffourtie dayes at any or anther of the said ffeastes at w**" yt 
ought to be paid at, then yt shalbe lawfall to and for the said 
Jobane Piatt widow or her assignes to entre in, have agayne and 
repoasede the said too messuages or tcHtes and the said too pcrccls 
of ground and all other the premysses with th'appurtennces, and 
in her former or ffirst estate to stande, any thing or thinges herein 
coateyned or specyfied to the contrary made in any wise notwith- 
standing. In wytnesse whereof to these present indentures the 
parties aforsaid enterchangeable have setto thair scales the daye 
and ycre Sirste above wryten. 



34. — Devotis & in xpo sibi dilcctf Rychcro Plate & Aunes frat' 
MatheuB Evys p'or covent' frm ordinis P'dicatojs Ccstr' licet 
indignus saltin & augmentu cotinuu cclestiu gnu csigente r're 
devocois affectu que ad nim hctf ordinem & coventii robis onii 
miasas oroiiu p'dicacom jeiunioa abstineciaz yigiliaa labor* cetor 
honor' que p fres nri covent^ Diia fieri dederit univ'sos pticipaconc 
cocedo tenore p'aencm epale in vita pit' [paritcr] et in morte. 
Volo insnp et ordino vt post decesy v'ros aie v're frm tociu 
coven^ oronibs rccomendeut' in nro conventuali capitulo si v'ri 
ibidm obit fuerint nuciati & immigant' p ipis misse et orones sic* 
p frib) nfis & aniycis deffunctf fieri cosuevyt. In cui^ cocessioTs 
testimoniu sigiHm officii mei psentibj e? appcnsu. Dat* Cestne in 
festo purifficacio" beate Marie anno Diii m''ccccc'' quigeutesimo V. 

Seal : Red wax, vesica -shaped, bearing two priestly figures, much 

defaced. Legend, also defaced: sioittttM pkiosis PBB...tCA 

[Predicatornm.J 
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35. — To all trew Christen peo[^ to whome tbe« prates shall 
come. Joha HQnte of the psirube of MamcV in the coontye of 
Lancastre coinoiil}' called John Honte of the ffiddes or blake 
stake, husbandman, scndcthe gretinge. Whereas I have and 
holde one mease or tenemente withe lh'appurteijannc5 commonly 
called Huntes of the ffielde or Blake Stake, set, standinge, lyenge 
and beinge in the parrishc of Manch' in the coantre of Lancastre 
DOW in the holdinge of me the said John Hnntc and mvnc assignes 
for and duringc tbe tyme and terme of xxi''' yeres of the demyse 
and grauntc of tbe worshipfull John Boothc of Barton in the 
cnantye of Lancastre esquier as by a writinge or dede indented 
thereof made beringe date the xviy^ daye of Angnste in the tbrid 
yere of the raingne of the Queues moo^te excellent maiestie that 
nowe ys more at la^e yt may appcare : Know yc me the said 
John Huntc for dyrers and sundre good reasonable causes and 
L consideracons me in this behalff csspecioliy movinge, to have 
[even, graunted, aurrendred, assigne and sett overr unto Margaret 
Iplatte doughtcr of Ricbarde Platte of Rissheholme in tbe countye 
■ of Lancastre gent, all my right, tytle, estate, use, possession, 
tcjaine and dcmnunde what so ever whiche I have in and to the 
saide mease or teuemente witbe tli'appurtniices or in or to any 
parte or pcell thereof, or hereafter shall and mayc have or of right 
owe to have in and to the same. To have and to holde enioy and 

foccnpie all and singulcr as well the saide mease or teneraente 
withe tb'appiirtenfiees and every parte & parccll thereof and all 
>ny right, tytle, estate, use, possession, clamc and deinaunde what 
■o ever w''' I have or hereafter shall and maye have or of right 
owe to have in and to the same or in or to any parte or pcell 
therof, as also the said lease or writtinge indented to the said 
Margaret Piatt and her assignes duringe the tyme and terme of 
BO many yercs as are yet to come unexpired mencyoned in the 
k said lease or writinge indented, witliout let, varyance, siite, troble. 



J 
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striSe, debate, disturbance, ympedyment or agaynesainge of mc 
the said Jolin Huiite my executoars, adraynystratours or assig&e* 
or any of us or auy other pson or psons for ua or in our name§ by 
Dur willeSj consent or abetement in eny raaner. In witnes where- 
of I the said John Iluute have caused this to be made, and hare 
putto ray scale and signed the same withe my hande the xix"^ daye 
of April] in the twcUhe yere of the raingnc of our soveraingne 
Ladie Elizabethe by tlie grace of God of England fFraunce and 
Irelandc Qucne, deffendo' of the faythe &c. 

36, — Sciant p'sent' et futur' quod noa Bicus Piatt de Piatt in 
coin Lancastr' geu. et Johcs Piatt filins et heres apparens p'd 
Kici pro ct in considcracone cujusdam maritng' in posterm habend 
et cclebrand iuter me p'd Johcm Piatt ex una p'tc ct Elizabetbam 
Birche filiam Thome Birchc de Hindlcy Birche in corii p'd gen. ex 
altera p'te. Dedimus, concessimus et hac p'senti charta nra in- 
deutata confirmavimus p'd Elizabethe Birche omia ilia messuogia 
terras tents reddit' s'vic et hereditamcts cii p'tin in Withington 
Tulgariter vocat' et uuucupat' le Haul! fieldc continent' in se p 
estimaeoem quiuq, acras et dimid' acr' tcrrc duas clansur' tcrrc et 
pasture vocat' brocke fieldc continent' iu £e p estimacocm aes 
acraa et dimid' acr' tcrrc, pratu sive clausur' terre ct pasture 
vocat' Ic Middope cu p'tin continent' in se p estimacocm uiw rodi 
terre et teiit cii suia p'tiuen' modo in tenura ct occupacoc Wtttmi 
Piatt fratris p'dci Rici et assignator" suor' existeu' parcel! heredi- 
tament' p'd Ric7 nccaon rcv'coem et rev'coes omniu ct siiigtor 
pmissor" cu priuio et proxime accidere et evcnire contiger'. 
Habend et Tcuend oTa et singta p'd messuagia terras, tent, reddit', 
s'vic' et hereditamct ac cetera quecUq, p'miasa cii suis jitin et 
rev'coera ac rev'coes corndem cii acciderinl p'fat Elizabethe Birdie 
et aasignatia suia pro terino vite sue et durante toto termiao vitc 
unturolis p'd Elizabethe Birche ahsq, impetuoe alicujus vnsti pro 
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et in Dole totitu jucture sue. Et noa vero p'd Ricus et Johca Piatt 
et beredca nn otnTa et singta p'd messuagia, terras, tent, reddit', 
■"vie et hereditament' ao cetera quecuq, p'missa cu suis p'tia ao 
rev'coein et rev'coes eoriidem p'fat Elizabethc Bircbe et assigoatis 
snis pro termid vite sue et durante toto termid vite naturalis p'd 
Elizabethe Birche pro et in noTc totius juDcture sue contra omcs 
hoies warrantizabimus ct inippctuu dcfcndemus p psentes. In 
coius rei tcstimoniu ptcs supradict' sigilla sun altcniatim psciitibua 
apposucrnnt. Data xV die Decerabris anno regni diie me Eliwi- 
bethe Dei gra' Anglie ffrauncie et Ilibernie reginc fidei defcasor" 
&c decimo uouo. 

87. — Lane. InquisicS iiidentata apud Wiggan in coin Lane. 
Deeimo die Septcrabris anno regni diie nrc Elizabeth dei gra 
Anglie ffrauncie et Hibnie regine fidei defensor' &c, trieessimo 
quinto coram Thoma Ilesketh ar' escaetor diie reginc coin sui 
pallantini Lane, RobTo Pilkingtou aro fcodar' dee dfie rcgiue coin 
pred' Jaeobo Woorthingtou et Hadd Hagbtone gener" virtute 
eomissionis dee due regine in natura liris [Brevia] de diem clit 
[elauBitJ estremu pred' comissionar' ct aliia direct' et huic inqui- 
sicoT aunexat' ad inquirend' post mortem Richi Piatt gen. defunct' 
5 lacrm Thome Lane ari, llobti Ilindley gencr., Rogeri Bradshawc 
gen., Johis Dewliurste gen., Thome ilarkland gcu,, Willi Ascrofte 
gen., Milonis Gcrrard gcu. et Thome Tarlton gen. Qui dicuot 
Bup saer'm suii q'' Riehatdus Piatt in dicta comissione noTat die 
ante obitu suu fuit seitus in diiico suo ut dc feodo dc et in uno 
mess' viginti octo acr" terr' duobus aer' prati decern acr" pastur' cu 
ptin Rysbcholme in Wythington in dco coin Lane', ac de et in 
DUO burgagio et uno gardino cu p'tin in Manchester in coiii pred, 
Et sic indc seit esistena pred Richiis Piatt die ante obitii suii p 
chartam sua iudeutata geren' dat decimo quinto die Decembris 
anno regni dec diie reginc decimo nono, dcdit et concessit cuidam 
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Elizabethe Piatt vidue nup uxor* Johia Piatt defunct' y nomm 

Eiiziibolhe llirche cem acr' terr" prati et pastur' cii ptio 

in Ryslieliolme pred' pceH prcmissor" Htud et Tend pred' Eliza- 
bethe p terminu vite sue que quidem Elizabetha adliuc superstcs 
est et in plena vita esiatit vij apud Rishetiolme preS in com pred. 
Et ulterius juratur" pred dicunt q'' pred Ridiiis Piatt sic de p'dicf 
mesa' terr" et tcfitis seit existen' quarto die Augusti anno D5i 
1690 condtdit et congtituit ultima voluutatc sua inscript' ot sigillo 
ipius RicT sigiUat' ct p eandcni voluntatem dedit et concessit 
Issabcll Piatt uxor' pred' Iticlii Piatt unu cotagiu et quatuor 
decern acr' terr' prati et pastur" et uiiii croft contiu' p cstimacoem 
dimid acr' cu ptin in Rysheliolme ali' pcelt premissor', Hend et 
Teneiid pred Elizabetli [sic] p tcrmiu* vite sue put p pred volun- 
tate jurator' pdict' sup eapcoem hujus iuquisicots in evideuc osteu' 
plcnius liquet ct apparet, que quidem Issabella adbuc siipcmtes est 
et in plena vita cxistit vij apud Ryahcbolme pred in com p^d. Et 
juratorcs ulterius dicunt q^ pre<t mesauag* terr' et tcfita cQ suis 
p'tin in Uysheholrae pred tenent' et tempore mortis pred Rich! 
tencbant' de dna regina ut dc nup hospitali Sci JohTs Jretcm in 
Anglia p annua) reddit' quatuor solid ct rcddeudo ad mortem 
cujuscunq, tenentis ejusdem tetraru p'tem catcllor' mobiliu ejns- 
dem tenentis p omib} Bcrvic', ct valent p ann iu oTb} exitib) ultra 
reprisas vigint' sex solid et octo deuar'. Et quod pdict mess' 
burgag" ct gardiu' cii suis p'tin in MaucUestcr pred in cotii pred 
tenentur et tempore mortis p'd Kichardi tenebant' de diio de 
Manchester in sucagio p reddit' de duodecc denar' p omibj oervic* 
et valent p aun in olbj exitibus ultra reprisas ij'. Et q** pred 
Riclius Flatt in dca comisstoue noTat obiit de tali statii ut pTertor 
aeitus scdo die Junii ultiin preterit'. Et q^ Edmundus Piatt est 
filius et heres pred Uichardi ct est etatia die capcoia hujus inquiti- 
cois octo annor* octo mensiii et tiginti septem dier*. Et ulterius 
jiiratores dicuut q"" pred Uicbus Piatt dca comissione noTat nulla 
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alLi sive plum meBauag' terra tenta aut hereditamcnta huit seu 
tenuit dc dca dila regina nee de aliquibus atiis p'souis iu enito 
revercoe nee iu service dicto die quo obiit in dco coin Lane* aliter 
q'm ut Bup'diet' est. In cujus rei tcstimoniu uni p'ti hujus inqui- 
Bicoia tam p'fat comissionar' q'm jurator' pred Eigilla sua apposu- 
cnint alter' vero p'ti hujus inquisicois penes p'fat jurator' renianen' 
p'fat eomiss' sigilja saa apposuenint. Datii die anno Bt loco primo 
mpnit. 



Familv of Birch. 

(pj). 70-lCli.J 

1. — Sciant psentea et futuri quod ego Matheua filius Matliei 

I de HaVaage couceasi et confimiavi Matlico filio Matliei de Byrcbis 

let heredibs suia tota t'ram de Hyndley Byrcliis pro homag' ct 

I a'vicio &UU ; videlieet infra has devisas Incipicndo ad magna 

I fossanij deinde ex transverso usque ad devisas del Plat, ct deinde 

I aput Aquilouem usque in Gorbroke ; asscndendo fluvium aque de 

I Gorbroke usque ad radu de 'Kusaeford et deinde sequeudo le 

I Matregatc usque ad magna fossam, et sequondo magna fosaaa 

f usque ad divisas del Plat. Et sciend' est q<i p'dictiia Matheua 

I quietus erit de pannageo in nemore meo de Wytliyngton de omui- 

bus porcis suis ct molet bladura suum hopurfre ad omues molend' 

meos sine mnltura infra feodu de Wythyngton. Tencncl et lla- 

bend fiibi et bcredib; suis de me ct heredibj meis in feodo et in 

hereditatc libc quiete paciiice iutegre in boscis in planis in pasturis 

I in morii in aquis in exitibus in introitibus et iu oibj ahis aysia- 

meutis ct libcrtatibj ad viUam dc Wythyngton ptiuent'. Reddendo 

[ inde annuatim michi et heicdib) meis tres solidos argeuti de se et 

I hcredib} suis pro omnib} servieiis exaccouib} cousuctudinibj vide- 

' licet xriij denar' ad Anaunciationem Beate Marie ct sviij denar* 

I sd featu Beati Michaclis. Et ego pfat' ^^athcuB et heredes mei 
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istam confirmacoem dicto Malheo et heredibns snis contra onmes 
bomioes ct feniinas imppctuum wairantizabimus ct defeDtleinus. 
Et ut hec mca concessio et cofirmacd rata et stabilia imppetuum 
p'maneat huic psenti scripto sigillu mcum apposiii biis testibj 
DomiDo Galfiido de Chetham, Ad'de Buri, Wiftmo Doly militibs, 
Roberto dc Baru, Rycbardo de Tralford, Rob' de Redyche, Wittmo 
de Heyton, Rycho de Chorletoii, Witto de Dudusbury, Thoma de 
Barlowe et aliis. — Birch Evidences, penes Sir J, W. H. Aqsod, 
Bart. 

3. — OTb) xpi fidelibj &c. Robtua fil Alexi del Birchis saltm in 
dno. Noverit' me remisisse &c. liobto fil Henr" de Trafford et 
licdb) Sim totum jus et clamiu que unquam hul in moleudino del 
Birches q^ idem Robtus fil p'dcti Henr" buit ej dimissione Alexi 
del Birches p?is mei simul cu una domo una acre t're juxta p'dcm 
erat cii stagnis attachmentis stagnor' piscar' sectis molendini di 
sufficient' cuTsu aque p pipas et fossata ad d'ctum molendinu cu 
refullo aque infra divisas del Birches in longitudine et latitudine 
od voluntatem p'dco Robio fii Ileur" cu Bufficient' place fre ad 
veutiland commoda biad' dco molendino cu suQie' via infra divisas 
del Birches ad cariand' blad' ad dct molcnd' cu equis vel qualiter- 
cunq^ venientes et ad recariand' sine impedimento alicuj hiia 
testibj Eieo de Byrou, Henr" de Trafford militibj, Rico de Hulton, 
Johii de Asshton, Johc de Hulton, WiHnio de Moston, Galfrido 
de Hulm, Nicho de Wirkesworthe elico et aliis, Daf ap^ Trafford 
die Sci Oswaldi reg' anno regni regis Edwardi til regis Edwardi 
seito decimo. — Trafford Evidences, Lane, MSS. 




3. ~~ Sciant ^sentes et futuri q^ ego Robtus fii Aleiand' del 
Birchia dedi concessi et hac paenti carta mea eonfirmavi JobT de 
Hulton heredib; et asaignatis suis omcs terras meas et ten mea io 
le Bircbis in villa de Withintoii ciJ edificiis et cu omibj boscis et 
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^tia et cu rev'coe omniu t'rar et ten bsci et p'ti que qdm Johanna 
'dam or Alexand' del Birchis tenet in dotem cii accident, Hend 
et Tend p'dco Jobi licredibs et assiguatis suia de diio capitali feod' 
illf p s'vicia inde debita et consiieta libe et quiete cu omTbs lib'ta- 
tibj et ptin p'deis t'ris et ten ubiq, ptiii. Et ego v" p'dcs Robl'a 
et heredes mei omes p'dcas t'ras et ten cu cdificiis boscis et p'tis 
et cu rev'coe p'dce dotia in omib} aicut p'dcm &c. p'dco Johi hero- 
dibj et aasignatia suis 'ta omt-s gentes warauti}abim' ct imppetuu 
deffendem'. In puj'' rei testimoniii huic p'aenti carte sigillu meu 
apposui Mis testibs MathS de Haydoc aen de Salford, Rico de 
Holoud, Ilcur" de Par, Henr' de Bruches, Galfrid de Strangwas, 
Henr' de Wytfeld, Witto clTco et aliis. Daf a\i^ le Birehia die 
Joris px an fin nat' Jobia Baptia' anno regni regis Edwardi fit 
Tcgia Edwardi duodecimo. — Birch Evidences, penes Sir J. W. H, 
Auson, Bart, 

-Hec indentura teatat' q'' Jobes de Hulton dcdit concessit 
I et hac psenti carta sua confirmavit Rob't'o del Birehis omes t'raa 
I et ten que p'dcs Johea huit de dono et feofamento p'dci RobH del 
Birchis in villa de Wytbyngton cu oib) suis ptin sri aliquo retene- 
mento vidcl^ eu edifieiis et cii oTb} gardiuis boscis ct [Tis et unu 
molendinii aq'ticu et cu rcT*CDe omfi t'rar" et ten boaci et p'ti que 
Joha ^dam ux Alesand del Bircbis tenet in doteni eu accidcrit, 
Hcnd et Tenend p'dco Robto ad tota vita aua de capitalibj dnia 
feodi illius g s'vicia q ad p'dca ten ptiueut ad tota vita ipi' RobH 
et post deccsBum ipi''' Robii oTa p'dca ten cS ptin integre remancat 
Henrie' filio p'diet' RobH de Birchis, Tciid et Hend p'dco Hcnr' 
et heredibj de corpore suo pcreat' de capitalib} dnis feodi illi' p 
s'vicia que ad p'dca tefi ptinent imppetuum, Et si p'dcs Ilenr* 
obierit aii hered de oorpt: suo pcreat' tunc post deccsaum ip? 
Henr' omia p'dca ten cii ptin integ* rcnianeant heredibj int' p'dcm 
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Bobtm et Alicia uxm sua fit Henr' de Wytfeld pcreat' Hend et 
Tend sibi et heredib} suis de corpib} suis pcreat' de capitalibj dnis 
feod illi^ p sMc' que ad dca ten ptinent imppetuum. Et si p*dci 
her^ obierint sn heredb} de corpib} suis pcreat' tunc post decessum 
pdcor hered omia pMca ten cu ptiu integ® remaneant rectis here- 
dib} Alexand del Bircbis^ Tend et Hend de capitalib} dnis feod' 
illi^ p sMcia que ad p'dca ten ptinent imppetuum. Et p't'ea p'dca 
Jobes concessit omia ten cu ptin que Joba que fuit ux Alexandr' 
del Bircbis tenuit in dotem de hereditate ipi^ Johis in pMca villa 
die quo h carta condita fuit et que post decessum ipr^ Johne ad 
p'fatu Jobem de Hulton rev'ti deberent integ' remaneat pMco 
Henr' et bered de corpe suo pcreat' tend de capitalib} dnis feodi 
illi^ p sMcia que ad p^dca ten ptinet imppetuu. Et si pMct Henr' 
obierit sn bered de corpe suo pcreat' tunc post decessum ipr 
Henr' p'dca ten cu ptin integ* remaneant heredib} inf p'dcos 
Rob^um et Alicia pcreat' Tend et Hend de capitalib} dnis feod' 
illr' p s'vicia que ad pMca ten ptinet imppetuu. Et si p'dci hered 
obierint sn heredib} de corpib} suis pcreat' tunc post decessum 
p'dicor' hered omia p'dca ten integ* remaneant rectis heredib} 
Alexand del Bircbis ut p'dcm est^ Tend simul cu duab} ptib} 
p'dicor' ten de capitalib} dnis feod' illi^ p s'vic* que ad p'dca ten 
ptinet. Et p'dcs Jobes et hered sui waranti}abim^ p'dca ten cu 
ptin p'dco Rob^o ad tota vita suam, et ecia p'dco Henr' et heredib} 
de corpe suo pcreat' ut p'dcm est, et ecia heredib} inf p'dcos 
Bobtum et Alicia pcreat' ut p'dcm est, et ecia rectis heredib} 
Alexandr' de Bircbis si p'dci hered obierint sine heredib} de 
corpib} suis pcreat' cont* omes holes imppetuu. In cu? rei testi- 
moniu pti buj^ carte penes p'dcm Jobem resident' p'dcus Bob^os 
sigillu suu apposuit, alt'i v<> p'ti penes p'dcm Robtm resident p'dcs 
Jobes sigillu suu apposuit, hiis testib} Matbeo de Haydoc sen de 
Salford, Rico de Holand, Henr' de Par, Henr' de Bruchis, Galfrid' 
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de Strangwas, Henr' de Wytfeld, Witto clico et aliis. Dat' apud 
le Birchis die Sabaf" px post £m Ap'lor Petri et PauK anno regni 
regis Edwardi ffi regis Edward^ daodecimo. — Birch Evidencei, 
penes Sir J. W. H. Anson, Bart. 

5. — Noy'int nniy'si ppsentes me Wiihn del Birches del Birches 
attomasse et in loco meo posnisse dilectos michi in xpo Johcm do 
Bamford et Wittm del Plat de Risshum coniuncti et divisi ad 
libi^nd' p me et noie meo Bico Whitcacres et Job! lo Wright 
capellanis pleni et pacific^ seisina in omib3 messuag' t'ris et ten 
reddtis et sMciis meis cu ptin in Tilla de Wythyngton scdm vrm 
forma et effectu cninsdam carte mee eisdm Rico et Johi le Wright 
hedib) et assign' suis inde coufect' put in eadm continct' rat' et 
oonraf hent et hetur' quidqaid Johcs de Bamford et Witts del 
Plat noTe meo fecint vel alt* eor' noie meo fecit in p'miss'. In 
coins rei testimoniu p'sentib} sigillu meu apposui. Dai' die 
Martis px ante festum See Marie Magdalene anno rcgni regis 
Henrici Sexti post conquestu Angl septimo. — Birch Evidencei, 
penes Sir J. W. H. Anson^ Bart. 

6. — Sciant psentes et futuri q^ ego Witts del Birches del Birches 
dedi concessi et hac psenti carta mea confirmavi Hied de Whit- 
acres et Johi de Wright capellanis hcdib} et assign' suis omia 
messnag' t'ras et ten redditus et servicia mea cu ptin in villa de 
Wythyngton, Hend et Tend omia p'dict' messuag' t'r et ten red- 
ditus et servicia cu ptin Rico et Johi hedib} et assign' suis imppetud 
de capitalib} dnis feodi illius p servicia inde debita et de iure con- 
suet'. Et ego vero p'dict' Witts et hedes mei omia p'dict' mesuag' 
t'ras et ten redditus et s'vicia cu ptin p'dcis Rico et Johi hedib} et 
assigii suis contra omes gentes waranti3abim^ et imppetuu defend- 
em^. In cui^ rei testimoniu huic p'seuti carte mee sigillu meG 
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apposai hiis testib} Johe de Barlawe, Jacobo de Prestwich, Johc 
de Chetam, Jobe del Slade, Hug' del Slade et aliis. Daf apud le 
Bircbes die Martis px ante festu See Marie Magdalene anno regni 
regis Henriei Sexti post conquestiun Anglie septimo. 



Sciant psentes et futuri q^ nos Bicus de Wbitacres et Jobes le 
Wrigbt capellani dedim? concessim? et bac psenti carta nra in- 
dentat^ confirmavim? Witto del Bircbes del Bircbes et Margaref 
uxi eius omia ilia mesuag' t'ras et ten reddit^ et s'vicia cu ptin in 
villa de Wytbyngton que nup buim? ex douo et concessione p'dci 
Witti, Hend et Tend omia pMca mesuag' t'ras et ten reddif et 
s'vicia cu ptin pMcis Witto et Margarete ad t^minm vite eor*, ita 
q^ post decessum p'dcor* Witti et Margarete volum? concedim? q* 
omia p'dict' mesuag' t'ras et ten reddit' et s'vicia cu ptin integre 
remaneaut Radulpbo fil p^dicor' Witti et Margaret' et bedib} mas- 
culis de corpore suo legitime pcreat^ Hend et Tend omia p'dicf 
mesuag^ t'ras et ten reddit' et s'vicia cu ptin p'dicf Radulpbo et 
bedib} mascuP de corpore suo legitime pcreat'^ tend de capif dnis 
feodi illius p s'vicia inde debif et de iure consuet'. Et si contin- 
gat pMict' Radulpbum sine bede mascul' de corpore suo legitime 
pcreat' obire tunc volum^ et concedim^ q^ omia p'dicf mesuag^ 
f ras et ten redditus s'vio' cu ptin integre remaneant RoMo fratri 
p'dcti Radi et bedib} masculis de corpore suo legitime pcreaf . 
Et si contingat pMicf Robtum sine bede mascul' de corpore suo 
legitime pcreat** obire tunc volum^ et concedim^ q^ omia p'dicf 
mesuag' f ras et ten reddif et s'vicia cu ptin integre remaneant 
Edmudo fratri p'dci Robti et bedib} masculis de corpore suo legi- 
time pcreaf. Et si contingat p'dict' Edmudu sine bede mascul' 
de corpore suo legitime pcreaf obire tunc volum^ et coucedim^ q** 
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iia p'dtcf mesuag' t'ras et ten reddit' et s'vicia cu ptiii integro 

imBDcant Tliome fratri pdcti Edmudi et bcdibj masculis de cor- 

;pore suo iegitime pcreat' obire tunc volum^ et concedimP q*' omia 

p'dicf mesTiag:' t'ras et ten reddit' et s'vicia cu ptin intcgre re- 

maoeant et rev'tant rectia hedib3 p'dcti Wifti imppetuu. Et nos 

vero p'faf Ricus et Johcs et bcdcs nfi omTa p'dct* mcsuag' t'ras et 

ten reddit' et s'vic cu ptiii p'detis WiBo et Margarete ad terminu 

Tite eor', ac ccia p'dicf Radulpho, UobertOj Edmudo et Thome ac 

rectis liedib; p'dcti cii accideret ut p'dcm est eontra onics 

geotes waratiti3abim''' et imppctuu defendcmus. In cui^ rci testi- 

iniu buic p'senti carte nre iudeutate sigilla nfa apposuim^ hiia 

ritestib} Jobs de Barlawe, Jacobo de Prestwieh, Witto del Plat, 

JoLc del Sladc, Hug" del Slade et aliia. Dat' apud 1c Birebes die 

Mercurij px post fcstutn Sci Jacobi Apti anno rcgni regis Ilenrici 

Sexti post coDqucstum Anglic septimo. — fiircA Evidences, pcBoa 

r J. W. H. Anson, Bart. 

7. — Sciant p'sentea et futuri ri'^ ego Rndus Byrcbes dcdi cuccssi 
9t hac psenti carta mea confirmavi Job! ffcrro' capellano omia 
Ineanagia t'ras teiita reddit^ et Ecrvicia mea eu ptin in Wythyngton 
et alibi in coin Laucasti*', Hctid et Teiid omia p'dca mcsuagia 
f ras teiita reddif et servieia cu ptin p'faf Join hcredib) et assign' 
de dno capitali p aervic' lude debit' et eousucf imppetuii. Et 
^;o p'dicf Radus et bcrcdcs mei oTa p'dicf mesuag* t'ras tenta 
fleddit' et aen-ic' cu ptin p'faf Jolii heredibj et assignaf suis 
Mntra omes gentea warantijabim^. In cu? rei testimoniu huie 
inti carte mce sigillu mee apposui hiis tcstibj Roberto Work esley 
Qig'o, Thuratano Tildealey, WiBmo Hilton et aliia. Daf vi- 
Msimo die Juiiij anno rcgni regis Hcnrici Scxti post conquestQ 
Anglie vicesimo septimo. 
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Sciant paentes et futuri q* ego Johes fferro' capellanus dimisi, 
tradidi et hac p'senti carta mea indetata delibavi Bad5 Byrches 
oia mesuagia t*Vas et tent cu ptin que fuerut p'dicti Radi in villa 
de Wythyngton et alibi in com Lancastr' que quidm mesuagia 
f ras et tenta nup habui michi heredib} et assiguatis meis p cartam 
dict^ Radi, Hend et Tend omia p'dicV mesuagia terras et tenta cu 
ptin pYat' Bado et heredib} de corpe suo legitie pcreatis remanere 
eoj^dm t'nc diet' Rado et rectis beredib} suis. In cui^ rei testimon 
huic carte mee iudentat^ sigillu meu apposui biis testib3 Robto 
Workesley armig'o^ Thurstano Tildesley, Wilhno Hilton et aliis. 
Dat' vicesimo p'mo die Junij anno regni regis Henrici Sexti post 
conquestu Anglic vicesimo septimo. — Birch Evidences^ penes Sir 
J. W. H. Anson^ Bart. 

8. — Sciant psentes et ffuturi q^ ego Wittms Byrches de Byrches 
dedi concessi et hac psenti carta mea confirmavi Bobto Byrches 
filio meo duas p'cellas terr' iacent' in le Byrches pMict* continent' 
duodecim acras terr' int' Michcwall Diche ex pte australi et unu 
mesuag' vocat' Wynnerhey ex pte boreali put includentur p sepes 
et limites et modo in tenura p'dict' Wittm^ Habend et Tenend 
p'dict' p'celi terr* cu omib} suis ptin p'fat' Bobto ad terminu vite 
sue Ita q^ post decessum p'fat Bobti p'dict p'celi terr^ continenf 
duodecim acras terr' cu omib} suis ptin integre remaneant rectis 
hered mascuP mei p'dict Wittmi imppetuu de capif dnis feod' 
illi^ p s^ic* inde debif et de iure consuet'. Et ego vero p'fat* 
Wittmus et hered mei p'dict' duodecem acras terr* cu ptin p'fet 
Bobfo durante vita sua cont' omes gentes warranti3abim^ et de- 
fendemus p p'sentes. Et ult'ius nov'itis me p'fat Wittm attor- 
nasse et in loco meo posuisse dilect' michi in xpo Thoma Walker 
de Diddisburic meu veru legitimu attornat' ad delifcand p me et 
in noTc meo p'fat Robfo plenam et pacifica possessione et seisina 
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de et in p^dict' pcell terr' continent' duodecem acras terr* et cu 
omib} suis ptin scdm vera forma et effectu p'sentis carte mce rat' 
et conraf bent et hetur' et quicquid idm attornaf mens noie meo 
fecerit in p'miss. In cur' rei testimoniu sigillu meii apposni hiis 
testib} Henric Longford armig', Wiitmo Bradford capello, Ricd 
Bomford, Oeorgio Redicbe, Thoma ffletcber et multis aliis. Dat' 
p'mo die mensis Marcii anno regni regis Ricardi t'cii post con- 
qnesf Anglie seciido. — Birch Evidences, penes Sir J. W. H. 
Anson^ Bart. 



Families of Slaoe of Slade and Siddall of Slade. 

Cpp. 121-136J 

1. — Notu sit omnib} scriptam visuris vel audituris q^ ego Thorn, 
fii Galf. fii Luc de Mamecestr' concessi et hac presenti carta mea 
confirm avi Jordano fri' meo et hedib} suis p homagio et s'vicio suo 
totam t'ram q>^ Galf. pater mens sibi dedit in Didisford ef Milke- 
wallslade, et unam acram prati in Banereris et totam tVam q 
pr mens tenuit in Akedone, Teiiend et Habend de me et hedib} 
meis sibi et hedib} suis libe et quiete in feodo et hereditate cu 
omib} libfatib} et cleam'tis d'tis t'ris ptin. Reddendo et facieudo 
seryidam tam dnis capitalib} q™ m^ in omib} et p omia sic ^tinet' 
in carta q™ idem Jord h't de p'dicto Galf. patre meo. In cuj^ rei 
testimoniu huic scpto sigillu meii apposui^ hiis testib} Dno Galf. 
tuc Dec. Mam, Ad. [or W^] de Hulton, Matho de Birch, Wiito 
le Norreis, Robfo filio Sym. Mamecestr', Ric' de Honeford, Witto 
de Didisb'y, Johe clico at aliis. 

2. — Sciant presentes et futuri q^ ego Noel de Loggeford dedi 
et ^cessi et hac presenti carta mea confirmayi de me et hedib} 
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meis Jordano filio Galfridi filio Luco de Mamecestr^ et bedib} suis 
tota t'ram mea qi° Ric Ridehorn tenebat de me ad t^em in terri- 
torio de Didisbury, Tendam et Habenda in feodo et heditate libe 
et q^te et integre eu omib} ^munib} aisiamentis et libertatib} infira 
divisas ville de WitLingtun et Didisbury ptinentib} cu exitib} et 
serviciis^ Reddo annuatim mihi et hedib} meis de se et bedib} sois 
q'ndm [quindecim] den arg ad duas anni t'ios soil septe deii ob ad 
festii Sci Michael et septem den arg ob ad Annuncionis See Marie 
p oib) serviciis ^suetudinib} et demand nob pertinentib}. Et ego 
diet' Noel et heredes mei ista dcta t'ra cu lib^atib} et aisiam'tis 
d'to Jord et hedib} suis sic' p'dcm est ^tra oes hoies et feminas 
ippetum warcnti3abim^. In cuf testim' ut douaco mea rata et 
stabilis p'maneat huic scpto sigiil meu apposui hiis testib} Dno 
Galfrido de Schetha^ Wiito de Hea, Ric' de Most', Matheo de 
Birch, Ric' de Honeford, Thom de Barf, Henr' de "Ffford, Jord 
de Stokep^ clico et aliis. 

3. — Sciant presentes et futuri q^ ego Rob^us de Milkewalleslade 
dedi concessi et hac presenti carta mea confirmavi Henr' fii Thorn' 
de Aynesworth unii messuagiu et omia t'ras et ten mea que bui 
die confeccionis p'sent' in Withynton, Hend et Tend p'dto Henr* 
hedib} et assignat' suis libe quiete bn et in pace cu libo introitu et 
exitii ad eadem et cu omi pastur' omib} averiis suis in omib} locis 
ville p'dte et cu omib} aliis libertatib} et asiament' pdtis ten ubi^ 
ptinentib} de capitalib} diiis feodj^ illo^ ten p s'vic que ad pdta teii 
ptinent imppetu. Et ego vero p'dict' Rob^us et heres mei pdtu 
messuag' et pdta t^ras et ten cu suis ptinent' et p'dtam coem 
pastur* p'dti Henr' hedib} et assignatis suis contra omes gentes 
waranti}abim^ et imppetu defendem^. In cuj^ testimon' huic 
p'senti carte mee sigillu meu apposui, Hiis testib} Nicho de Long- 
ford chivaler, Henr* de T'fford chivaler, Robto de TraflFord, Thom 
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de Trafford, Thom del Holt, Rob!o del Plat et Henr" 6t Rob!i del 
Byrches. Dat' apud Withynton die Jovia px post Cm t'nslacdis 
Sfi Tbom Arcbiepi anno regni regis Edwardi t'cii post cODquestum 
vicesimo t'cio. 



4. — Hec carta indentata teatatur q^ Henr' Bt Thome do Ajiics- 
worth dedit conceasit et hac preaenti carta sua coiifirmaTit Robio 
de Milkewalleslade unum meaauagium et omia t'raa ct tcii cfi ptin 
que habuit de dono ct feoffaraento p'dti Robti in villa de Withyn- 
ton sine aliquo retcuemento, Hcnd et Teiid omTn p'dta t'ras ct ten 
Du ptdn p'dto Robto ad totam vita suara de capitalib) dais feodi 
illias p servida que ad p'dta t'raa et ten ptincut ad totam vitam 
ipiaa ItobK; ct post decessum ipiua Robti omTa p'dta t're et ten 
cam ptin integrc remaneant KobTo fil Robti de Milkewallcslade 
janiori, Hend et Tciid omTa p'dta t'ras et teii cu ptin pdto Rob!o 
fil Robti et hedibj de corpore suo legitime procreatis dc cnpitalib3 
dnis feodi illius per aervic' que ad p'dta t'ras ct ten ptinent im- 
ppetuum. Et si pdtus Robtua fil Robti obierit sine bercde de 
corpore suo legitie procreato tune poat decessum ipiua Robti fit 
RobH omTa p'dta t're fee, integre remaneant Johi fil Robti de 
Milkewallealadc fri p'dti Rohti fii Robti, Ilend et Teiid omia pdta 
f raa &c. pdto Jobi ct bercS de corpore auo legitie procreatis de 
capitalib} diiia feodi Ulius p servicia que ad pdta t'ras &c. im- 
ppetuum. Et si pdtus Johcs obierit ainc herede &c. tunc post 
decessum ipius Johis omTa pdta terre &c. integrc remaneant here- 
dib3 int' pdtm Rob!m de Milkewallcslade et Elena ux'em sua fil 
Robfi del Plattes legitie procreatis, Hcnd et Tend omia p'dta t'ras 
&c. sibi et hedib) suis de corporib} suis legitie procreatis de capi- 
talib} dnis feodi illins p servicia que ad p'dta t'ras &c, ptinent 
imppetnm. Et si ipi heredes obicrint sine herctl fee. tunc post 
decessum pdcor hercd omTa pdte t're &c. integre remaneant rectis 
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bered ipius RoWi dc MUkcwaltealade llabenft et Tenend de capi- 
talib} dfiis feodi illius p aen-ic* que ad pdta t'raa &c. ptinent itn- 
ppetuutn. Et pdti Ilenr' ct hcrcdes sui pdtm messuagium &c, I 
pdto Roblo dc MilkewiLllcslade ad tutam vitam suam ut pdtm est 
[and in turn all the other contingent or reversionary grantees are 
warranted against all men for ever] contra omcs hoTes warantij- 
abiraua imppetuum. In cuj' rei testimoninm ptib) liuj** indent* 
ptes altematm sigilla sua apposuerunt, Hits testib; Nicho de 
Longford chivaler, Henr' de Trafford chivaler, Roblo dc Traflbrd, 
Thoma de Traflbrd, Thoma del Ilolte, Robto del Piatt et Hear' 
fii RobH del Burches. Dat' apud Withynton die Ven'Is px post , 
f'm Sci Jacobi Apti anno regni regis Edwardi_f cii post conqaestm 
o regni vero eui ifrancie decimo. 



5. — Lane. Liquisitio indentata capt. apud Bolton in ccnn. 
p'dict. ncesimo tercio die Scptcmbris anno regni dne nre Elizi* && 
triccasirao. Coram Thoma Heskethe aro escaetor dnc Regine ia 
com p'dcto virtute Bris diet dne regine de diem clausit extrem' 
eidem escaetor' direct et huicp] inquisitionem consuet. p. m. Ed- 
wardi Syddall nup de Slade in com p'dct in dicto brevi noTat p 
sacrum Petri Heywood gen.j Alex Lcyver gen., Richi Leighegcn., 
Richi Scocroft gen., Radi Greene gen., Richi Wood gen., Radi 
Haughton gen., Henrici Hardi gen., Robti Hardi gen., Radi 
Bridge gen., Georgii Allonson gen,, Georgii Kenyon gen., Thome 
Kaye gen., Robti Ravalde gen., Henrici Cheetam gen., \V" Bam< 
forde gen., et Robti Butterworthe geu. Qui dicunt sup sacrum 
Buii q^ din ante obitum p'd Edwdi Syddall in B'vi p'dict noiat 
idem Edwdus &c. fuit seitus in dominico suo vel de feodo de ct in 
uno capitalli messuagio sive tento vocat le Mylkwall Slade cii ptJa 
& de et iu quibusdam ctausur' terr' continenf p cstimacionem 
vigint quatuor acr, scituat' jocen' et exiEten' id Risholme ct "Witli- 
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in com p'dto ; ac de et in quibusdam aliis clausur' tcrr* ct 
iti cam p'tin contiuen' p estimacdera vigint acr terr scituat &c, 
m Gorton Sec, necnoti de et in nno burgagio aive tento et una 
shopa cu ptiu scituat &c. in Mancli' ; ac etiaiu de et in tcrtia pto 
mancrii de Kerksawe alias diet Kersaal! cu ptin in com p'det ; ac 
de et it uno burgagio sire tent, duobua cottagiis tertia p'te unius 
molendini aquatici, tertia ptc imius alii cottagii et trium acrorum 
tcrf J ac de et in tertia pte unioa alii cottagii et uaius gardini, et 
de et in quadraginta acr tcrr decern acr prati trigint acr postur, 
quatuor acris bosci ac de tertia pte cujusdem vasti sivo note vocat' 
Kersall Woodde ats Rersall more, seituat &c. in Kersawo ala 
Kersall p'dct ; ac de quodni libo rcddit' duodecim dcnorionim 
annuat aoulnbil de quibusdam tcrris et tentis vocat Lees in pocbia 
de Oldham iu com p'dt, ut pcell p'dt mauerii de Kerksall ; ac do 
quodam alio libo rcddit' iij' iiij*^ annuat solubil p quendam Robt. 
Hobsou ut p'cell ejuadem manerii dc KeksaLl ; ac dc quodam alio 
libo redd' quinque denariorum annuat soLubil p Aguctem Lees ut 
pceil ejusdera mauerii de Kerksall. Et idem Edwdus Syddall do 
p'dt manerib} messuagiis, terris &c. p quoddam scrii suu indentat 
dedit et concessit oia et singula p'dt maneria &c. premisais qui- 
busdam Beofatis in p'dt facto indeutato nolat ad usu p'dct £dwdi 
Sydall pro temiiuo vitc ct post ejus decessum ad usu & Syddall 
ad tunc uxor' p'dt Edwardi, et Georgii Syddall ad tunc filii et here' 
apparen d'ti Edwdi Syddall in brevi p'dto noiat et bered maaculo- 
rum de corpe pdti Georgii letimc procreand, et pro desiTu t'lis 
exitus tunc ad opus et usu Thome Syddall filii junior' ejusdem 
Edwdi Syddall, in brevi p'dto noiat et bered masculomm &c, et 
pro dessitu &c. rectorum hered p"d Edwdi Syddall, in bri &c. im- 
;!ptium, virtute cujua ac vigore cujusdam acf in p'liamento dni 
Henrici nup Regis Anglie auuo regoi sui vicesimo septirao de 
usibuB in possessionem transfercnd nuper edit et pvisus, iidem 
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E^ et Georgius post mortem p'dti Edwdi fuerant seit de oib} et 
singulis pdt maner mess'giis terris &;c.^ yi} p'dt E^ in domco sue 
ut de libo tento p term vite sue^ et pMt Georgius in domco suo ut 
de feod taliat. Et jurator' pMt ulterius sup sacr* suu dicunt q^ 
p'dtus Edwdus in br'i &e. sic inde seit de dih} et singulis pMt 
maSS mess'giis terris &c. obiit de tali statu inde seihis apud Milk- 
wall Slade pMict^ decimo octavo die Februarii anno regni die dne 
regine tricesimo ; ac q^ pMtus Georgius Syddall est filius et prop' 
beres ejusdem Edwdi in bri Sec. et est etatis tempe capconis hujus 
inquisif yiginti quinque annorum et amplius. Et ulterius juraf 
&;c. dicunt q^ p'dt mess'gii sive tent vocat' Milkwall Slade ac cetera 
p'miss in Risheolme et Withington pMct valent p annii in dih} 
exitib} ultra reprisis viginti sex solid' octo denarior'; Et q^ p'dt 
terr' et tent in Gorton p'dt valent p annum in oib} &c. sexdecem 
solid' ; ac q^ p'dt burgag' et shoppa in Manchester pMt valet p 
annum in oib} &;c. sex denarios^ et q^ p'dt tertia pars de manerio 
de Kerksawe alias Kerksall pMct valet p ann. in oib} &c. quatuor 
libras. Et ulterius juratores &c. dicunt q^ p'dt messuag' sive tent 
vocat le Milkwall Slade et p'dt terr et tent in Bisheholme et 
Withington p'dt^ tenent' et tempore mortis ejusdem Edwdi Syd- 
dall in bri &c. tenebantur de Nicho Langford aro p fidelitatem et 
reddit^ duorum solid' et sex denariorum p annum pro oib} servidis 
et demandis quibuscunque ; et q^ p'dt terr et tent in Gorton pMt 
et p'dt burgagium et shoppa in Manchester p'dt tenentur et tempe 
mortis &c. tenebantur de Johe Lacy aro dno de Manchester pro 
fidelitate tantum pro oib} serviciis &c. ; et q^ p'dt tertia pars 
manerii de Kerksawe ais Kerksall ac ceter* premiss' in Kerksall 
p'di tenentur et tenebantur de dcta dna regina nunc in capite^ vi} 
p duodecima p'te unius feod militis. Et ulterius pMt juraf &c. 
dicunt q^ p'dtus Edwdus Syddall in bri &c. nulla alia sive plura 
man' terr sive tefit die obitus sue hiiit seu ten* in dnico vel in ser- 
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yicio pro ut jurator' p'd aliquo modo constare poteriim^. In cojus 

rei testim™ uni p'ti bujus inqmsicionis tom p'd escaetor quom pMt 

jurator' sigilla sna apposuenint, alien vero pti bujus inquisicionis 

penes p'fat jurat' remanent' p'd escaetor sigillum suum apposuit 

die et anno primo suprad'. 

Tho. HsskstHj Escaet. 

Endorsed : Delibert infira noiat Petro Hewood gen. qui primus 
jurat iuit in inquisitione p'dt vicesimo septimo die Septembris 
anno regni dee dne regine tricesimo secund' form! statu in bujus- 
modi casu proyisus p me Tboma Hesketb, escaetor com p'dt. 

Tho. Hsskbth, Escaet. 
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, Mr., clerk, curate of Birch, 145, 154. 

, James, gent., 88. 

, James, 116-119. 

Halle, John, 107, 142, 118. 

Halliwell, Ewen, 8k 

, Richard, gent., 41. 

Hampson, Daniel, 1G6. 

Hardey, Elizabeth, 80. 

Hardman, John, 315, 165. 

Hardy, Henry, gent., 129, 234. 

, Robert, gent., 129, 234. 

Harewode, Alexander de, 181. 

-, GUbert de, 181. 

Harison, John, clerk, 60, 64. 

Harmer, Samuel, gent., 41. 

Harrison, James, 165. 

Harter, (Jeorge Gardner, clerk, curate of 
Birch, 153-155. 

Hartley, Edward, 107. 

, John, Esq., 41. 

, John, gent., 41. 

, John, 10. 

, Thomas, 49, 138, 142, lit. 

Hasolum, Hugh de, 6, 18 1-, 185. 

Hathersage, Matthew de, 2, 4-6, 70. 

Hatirseg*, Matthew de, 184. 

Haughton, John, 78. 

, Ralph, gent, 21, 129, 2a*. 

Hav'sege, Matthew, 179, 223. 

Haward, Alice, will of, 70. 

, Samuel, 70. 

Haworth, Edmund, gent., 88. 

Haydock, Matthew de, seneschal of Sal- 
ford, 182, 225, 226. 

Hazlewood, Miss Hannah, 169. 

Ilea, WUliani de, 232. 

Hoaldhouses, vide Guildhouses. 

Heeton, William de, 183, 184. 

Heginbothom, Beulah, 64. 

, Cassandra, 64. 

, Henry, 6k 

, Joane, 63, 64. 

, WUliam, 63, 64. 
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Heginbothoin, William, the younger, 63; 

will of, 64. 
Hesketh, Bev. Bobert, 168, 169. 

, Thomas, Esq., 21, 129, 221, 234, 237. 

Heth, Edward, 17, 199. 

, William, 17, 199. 

Heton, Thomas de, 180, 181. 
Hey, Anne, 86. 

, Ellis, gent., 86, 88, 89. 

Heylde, William, 8, 188. 

Heyrick, Bichard, warden of Manchester, 

4 93 146. 
Heyton, William de, 224. 
Heywood, Peter, gent., 129, 234, 237. 

, Peter, 118. 

Higgen, Elizabeth, 73. 

, Mr. Thomas, 73. 

Higinbotom, Martha, 39. 

, William, 39. 

Higson, Mr. John, 172. 
Hill, Elizabeth, 120. 
Hilton, William, 229, 230. 
Hindley, Bobert, gent., 21, 221. 
Hobson, George, 167. 

, John, 142, 166. 

, John, jun., 143. 

, Baphe, gent., 133. 

, Bobert, 130, 236. 

, Thomas, 143. 

Hoghton, Captain, 91. 

, Sir Gilbert, 90, 91. 

, Lady, 91. 

, Mr. Thomas, 91. 

Holand, Cecily, 83. 

, James, 79. 

Holcroft, EUena, 98. 

, Thomas, Esq., 98. 

Holford, John, Esq,, 172. 

, Thomas, Esq., 6. 

Holland, Colonel, 91. 

, Bev. John, 169. 

y Bichard, Esq., 132. 

Hollin worth, Mr., of Manchester, 146. 

y Bichard, clerk, 60. 

Holond, Bichard de, 226, 226. 
Holt, Matnda del, 6, 7, 186, 188. 

, Mr., of Stubley, 90. 

, Thomas de, 197, 200, 233, 234. 

Honeford, Bichard de, 121, 188, 231, 232. 

, William de, 186. 

Honford, Agnes de, 7, 188. 

, Geoffrey de, 7, 188. 

, Henry de, 7, 188. 

, William de, 7, 14, 187, 188. 



Hoppewode, Adam de, 197. 
Houghton, Bey. John, 169. 
, Bev. Pendlebury, 170. 



■, Baphe^ 80. 

-, Sir Bichard, 94. 



Houlme, G«orge^ 80. 
Hoult, John, 142. 
Hudson, Beulah, 64. 

, Henry, 108. 

, Baphe, 98. 

Hughes, Henry, 142, 143. 

, Thomas, 166. 

Hull, Cecilia del, 191. 
Huhn, Gblfridus de, 224. 
Hulme, Adam, 143. 

, Charles, 68. 

, Darid, 63. 

, Edward, 166. 

, Francis Philips, 'derk, ourmte of 

Birch, 163, 166. 

, Gkorge, 81. 

, John, 166. 

, Laurence, 212. 

, Obadiah, 161, 163. 

, Mr. Bobert, of Beddish, 80. 

, Thomas, 166. 

, William, 166. 

Hulton, Adam de, 121, 281. 

, Elizabeth, 78. 

, John de, 180, 182, 188, 198, 206, 

224-226. 

, John de, of Famworth, 206. 

, Bichard de, 180, 182, 188, 198, 224. 

y Thomas de, rector of Bury, 206, 206. 

, Bobert de, 6, 184, 186. 

, William de, 121, 231. 

, William, 78. 

Hunt, John, 142, 143, 216, 219, 220. 

, Margaret, 216. 

, Baui; 216. 

, William, 209. 

Hyde, Mr., clerk, 89. 

, Bobert, 168. 

Hygen, Anthony, derk, dean of Bipon, 

will of, 73, 82, 84, 86, 88. 

, Edward, 73, 82. 

, Elizabeth, 73. 

, George, 73, 82, 84. 

, John, 73. 

, Bobert, 73. - 

, Thomas, will of, 73. 

Hyndsone, Jenet, 80. 

Ivo, Brother, canon of Beauchief abbey. 
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, Tbomu, 214. 

JackioD, Ricbird, 83. 

, Eobert, 117, 118. 

, WiULum, 3S, 41. 

Jaulcotia, Bicbsrd, 80. 
Jtaoej, Thomas. liS, 144. 
Jepaon, Alioe, 77, 78. 

, Mr., 57. 

Jepeonne, John, 77. 

JerumlDDi, Euighta UoipitaHera at, 12-16, 

189-191, 223. 
Joraej, Peter, 59. 
Jobsou, WilliiuD, 143. 
Johuion, Jobo, B3, 

, Mrs. Margaret, 168. 

, Jobnion, KicliBrd, 142, 143. 

, Robert, 81. 

folle;, Mr., S8, 

Jonea, GdmuniJ, clerk, 60. 

Kay, FrBDcBB, 131. 

, Jobn, 86. 

, Kichard, 131. 

EaTO, Tbonuu, geat., 129, 234. 
Kela^, Colonel, 43. 
EeoioD, Abram, 143. 

, M"^ Doretliie, 88, 49. 

, Josfiph, 142, 143. 

Kenyon, Dorotby, 67. 

■ , Edward, B.D., rector of Preatwich, 

SO. 

, George, gent., 129, 132, 234. 

, Ealph, of Gorton, 127. 

, Bondull, 127. 

, Mr. Eoger, M.P., 49. 

, Eoger, of Parkhend, gent., 49. 

, Eoger, olerk of the penoe, 150, 160. 

Kej, Corporal, 36. 
Kiniey, Aduo, 87. 

, John, gent., 87, 133, 143. 

Kiralc7,JerenuBb, 162. 
Knot, Elizabeth, 11. 
Knowlas, Edmund, 142, 1-13. 
Xyrkbalgb, Laurence, 212, 213. 

LacT, Johu, Eb(]., 131, 236. 
lagbolies, Hugh de, 192. 

, WalliUQ de, 192, 193. 

Logoe, Dorothy, GO, 6&. 

■ , Waldiro, Eaq., 60. 

Lambert, Lord, 43. 
LaDoubire, James, 41. 
Iadb, Thomas, Eaq., 21. 
Langford, Edwud, 16G. 
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Langford, Nicbolaa, 144. 

, Nicholas, Eaq., 131, 286. 

, William, 144. 

Lawrance, James, 21, 213. 

, Jnno, 81, 213, 214. 

LawtoD, John, of I.aicton, Esq., 122. 
Learer, William, of Daruj LeaTer, ISS. 
Leech, John, clerk, curate of Birch, 153, 

155. 
Lees, Agoes, 130, 285. 
Lees, 1&. John, 67. 
Leese, James, 38. 
Leighe, Eichard, gmit.. 129, 234. 
Lenny, Bii^hard, gent., 89. 
Leja, John le, 184. 
Leyloud, Uenry, 211, 213. 
Lcyver, Aleianrler, gent., 120, 234 
Ltghtbswnfl, James, 93. 
Lilly, Margaret, 117, 119. 
Lingard, I^ohard, clerk, curate of Bircb, 

145, 154. 
Livesey, Kaph, 32. 
Lomsi, Mr., 58. 

Longoford, Nicholaus de, 179, 180, 183. 
Longford, HenTy, arm., 231. 

, Nicholas de, 3, 3. 4. 

, Sir Nicholaa de, 72, 197, 200, 232, 

. Nigel de. 2. 

, Noel de, 231, 232. 

Lonsdale, Miles, clurk, curate of Birch, 

153, 155. 
Loyd, Mrs., 162. 
Lpie, Koger, 105. 

Make. W.. 105. 

Mamecwtr', Qalfridus de, 181, 183, 181, 
187, 231, 233. 

, Henry de. 181, 186, 186. 

, Doulot de, 185. 

, Jordan de, 186. 231, 233. 

, Luke de, 183, 184, 231, 232. 

, Richard do, ISk 

, Robert do, 186, 231. 

,8rmOD do. 184,231. 

. Thomas de, 187, 194, 231. 

Mauohesler, OeoflVey de, 5, 6, 121. 

, OeoflVej, dean of, 121. 

, Henry do, 6, 7. 

, Houlot do, 6. 

, Jordan de, 121. 

, Luke de, 5, 6. 

, Bobert de, 7. 

, Bobert, tou of Symon de, 121. 




^^^H ^^^H 


^^^^H ICMMJwiter,TlunBu,ic»ofG«oAt;,Mn 


Moaley. Sir ffidMlao, 89. 1 


^^^^^H of Ltike<)a,iat. 


, Onrald, pnt. 25. 


^^^^^H , WmiuD de, 6, 7. 1S5, 186. 


UoaK, Anne, 83. 




, John, 83. 




, Hobert. 74. 


, William, 165. 


^^^^^H , nomu If. 19S. 193, 195. 


Morton. Kichard df, 179-182, ISi, 187, 


^^^^H lUrklud, Than).*, gtroL, £1, £21. 


192, 232. 


^^^H IhHer. Bobert, gent^ 41. 


. William de, 224. 


^^^^^B H>riot, Baphe, 14.1. 


Uonline, Roger de, 14. 




U;ik.al>lada, Bobot de^ 197. 


^^^^^H — , Ure., 160. 






N aplouae. Gamier de. 14, 189. 


^^^^^H 1UK7, ConitaDce, 212, 213. 


Nenton, John de, 20L 


^^^^H . Ednrd, 313. 


Neweome, Ur., derk. S4, 106, I6a 


^^^^H , Hugh 


S,cboU<m, Isaac, 165. 


^^^^H . Bobert de, ISl, Zli, 213. 


, Ealp^ 138. 


^^^^^H . ^nrd, gent., 36. 


, William, 142, 143, 166. 


Xield. Henrr. genl, 41. 


^^^^^H ,Hiuiiiut,26. 


Noreii, William is. 184. 


^^^^^H , Heart, 63. 

^^^^H . l^bel, S6, 39. 


Norman, Elinbelb, 67, 145. 


, Jama, E-j., 67. 


^^^^H .iod.^. 


—.Sarah, 145. 


^^^^H , Katharine, 26. 


, Thomaa, cleri, curate of Birch, 1*5, 


^^^^H , Marguct. 2S. 


IS*. 


^^^^H , BuidlB, 26. 


Korreis, Jordan, 191. 


^^^^B HtHie, Edwud. geot., 27. 


^, William k, 121, 231. 




Sorri*. Matthew, E«]., 114. 


^^^^H Mauler, Ber. Bichird, 170. 


, Winifral, 114. 


^^^^H UeAo, Willuun, deA, 6a 


Norroa, WUIiam da, 191. 


^^^^^H MeUoT, William, 143. 


^■o^s^ Jone, 123. 


^^^^^H Middulbm, aoeer da, 191. 


Korton, Winiam de, 191. ^^ 


^^^^H HidiltoD, Bog«r de, 187, 188. 


Noebje, John, 206. ^^^H 


^^^^H lIilknallfalade.£Uaide,16,17,lSl.lS2, 




^^^^^H S33. 


Oderoft, John, 16S. ^^^^H 


^^^^^H . Jobn de, 17, 121, 122. 193, 233. 


Offerton, Robert, 166. ^^^^M 


^^^^H , SobBTt de, 16. 17, 121, 19i, 19G, 


Okdl, Mrs., 162. ^^^^H 


^^^^^H 198, 232-334. 


01df.'It, WUIiim, E^., 99. ^^^H 


^^^^^H , Bobiit d.-, the lounger, 17, 121, 


Oldham, AUre, 166. ^^^^H 


^^^^^H 196,233. 


, Robert, 186. ^^^^1 


^^^^^H UUUngtOD, Worral, 116, 118, 


Olgrere, Tbomaa, 211. '^^^H 


^^^^^H MiniliiUl, Mr. Thomas, 66. 


Ormerod. Oliver, clerk, cnrata of BlpA, H 


^^^^^H MoUneu, Lord, 90. 


151, 155. ■ 


^^^^^H Hoora, Colonel SbdiiicI, 110. 


Ormiaton, Adam de^ IBl. ■ 


^^^^H Here, C«cilb de 1^ 


Ormond, Jamei, Duke of, 101. ■ 


^^^^^H , Richard de la, 14, ISS, I'M. 


Orrell, Elilabeth, 64. ■ 


^^^^^H , William de la, 15, 190. 


, Franca. 61. ■ 


^^^^^H Iforgan. Colonel, 108, 109. 


Ottiwpll, Biizabrth, 27, 29, 31, 38, 89^ ■ 


^^^^B Morri«, Lvdia, 
^^^^^B , William, derk, 14fi. 


65. ■ 


, Jame*. gent.. 41. M 


^^^^^^H HoTte, Adam, maror of Preston, 91. 
^^^^^1 MotedoD, Uem-j do, 7, 187. 


-, Joseph, clerk, 27, 38, 39. ■ 


OUjwell, EUiaheth, 55. ■ 


^^^^^1 Moilej. Sir Edward, 11. 


, John, 55. ■ 


Ouldam. Otots^ M. ^^^^M 
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Onldliaa, Johm, 41. 
Owen, Bobert, gent, 4L 

PalgimTCi, IU17, M. 

, Kathaniel, cleik, Si. 

Par, Henrj de, 225, 296L 
Parkinson, BcBoIda, 68, 14S, 14i. 
Parte, John, 16S. 
Patrick, Dr. Simon, kialiop of 

101. 
P'oerml, John, 127, 216. 
Ptenon, John, 166. 
, Thonaa, 166. 



Piatt, Snen del, 15, 16, 121, 192, l»i, 19ft» 
197,233. 

, Ellen dd, the jonngv, 16^196»196. 

, hautr ot, 12-2lw 

^ QtoAtj dd, 16, 191. 

, G«>ficT, 18. 208. 

, Henry del, 15, 16, 191. 19i» 195. 

-^ HeniT dd, the Tounger, 16^ 197. 

-, Isabdla, 21, 22, 222. 

-, Jane, 2a 
Joane, 22, 217, 2ia 
John, 18; indnlgenee granted to, 



Birch of Ardwid[, 120. 

ofBiich, 103. 

Dickenson of Birch, 105. 

Edge of BoAholme, 12. 

Piatt of Phitt, 24. 

6iddanofS]ade,18a 

Worslej of Crompton, 68. 

of Pkti, 66. 

Peinon, John, 8S. 
Pandlebnrj, Kaiy, 169. 
Penilbniy, Elias de, 4, 181. 

, Bobert de, 181. 

J Boger de^, 8, 180, 181. 

PenniUmry, Adam de, 191. 
Penraddocke, Oaptain, 112. 
Peploe, Elisabeth, 114. 

, John, 114. 

Perciyal, Widow, 148. 
Perepont, Bichanl de, 181. 
Perserall, Elisabeth, 80, 87. 
PersiTall, George, 80, 81. 

, John, 142, 143. 

, Bichard, 142, 148. 

, Thomas, 142, 143. 

, Edmund, 107. 

PiDdngton, Bobert, Esq., 21, 221. 
Pilkinton, Alexander de, 181, 187, 191. 
Pilkynton, Sir Boger de, 198. 
PLit, Hugh de, 189. 
' , Boger de, of Holjmgrere, 191. 

, WiUiam dd, 227,229. 

Piatt, Adam del, 201. 

, Alonia del, 17, 201-204. 

, Amabilia del, 16, 191. 

, Annes, 21, 218. 

, Cecilia dd, 15, 16, 191, 192. 

, Constance, 18-20, 206, 209, 211, 

212 

, Edmund, 22, 23, 78, 80, 222. 

, Elizabeth, 21, 22, 77, 222. 



bj Pope Pius II., 19 : letters of aflUia- 
tion addressed to, ibid^ 20, 21, 22, 206, 
208^ 209, 212-217, 220-222. 

John dd, 16, 17, 191» 195, 198, 



200-203,209. 
— , John del, the Tonnger, 17, 203, 204. 
— f John, gent., 7^. 
— , Katharine del, 17, 18, 206, 207, 209. 
— , LoreU dd, 16, 200. 
— , Margaret del. 16, 17, 199, 200, 219. 
— , Nicholas dd, 17, 201-206. 
— f Balph, gent., 78. 
— , Bichsird, 20; letters of affiliation 
granted to, 21 ; inquisition p.m. of, 
ibid., 22, 207. 

— , Bichard dd, 15-17; wUl of; 18, 
193-198, 199, 200, 201, 206, 209. 

Bobert dd, 15 ; will of, 16, 17, 121, 



192-195, 233, 234. 
— , Boger dd, 15, 16, 192-195. 
-, William, 20, 214^ 215, 220. 



Platte, Henry de la, 192. 

, John, 74. 

, Bichard, 210-212. 216-222. 

, Bichard, sen., 215. 

Plajford, Q^orffe, 54, 55, 

, Henry, o? Nortlirepps, 51. 

, John, 54, 56. 

, Mary, 51. 

, Nicholas, 54, 55. 

, Bichard, 54. 

Podmore. Bichard, 122, 123. 

Pomfret, G^rge, 142. 143. 

Poole, Baphe, 66. 

Pope, William, 54, 55. 

Poynton, John de, 201. 

Prescot, G^rge, 142. 

Prestewyche, Badulphus de, 203, 204. 

Preston, Captain, 91. 

Prestwich, Kdmuiid, Esq., 10. 

, James de, 228. 229. 

, Mr., 90. 

K K 
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^^^^H 




Robiiuon, John, Eaq.., 96. 




pride. Colonel, 108. 


Rogm, Thomaa, 35. 




Prnwd^aSe, Badulphns, 212. 






PungloTe, Richard, S4 


Rothwell, Mr. Philip, 15S. 
Rowbotham, Edwud, 16S. 




TvTjej, M.jor, 91. 


^^^^H 


Pye, Sir W«ltw. lU. 


Bowler, Ocoffitn-, 123. 
Rudd.'jobn, 212. 




Bkbi, Jordan de, 185. 


Eopert, Prince, 91. 




lUddia; Major, 93. 

, John 3b, of Ordwl, 302. 


RuschebeiT. J, 203. 








, EiJolphM de. 202, B04. 


name, 1 , the aerenl hamlrta ol wiiA 




BBdcliSb, Sir Aleuuder, 90. 






, Bobwt, 143. 






, Sir William, 78. 






Badedii; John de. of Chadderton, 201, 






202. 






, Su' Edpb, 20J, 205. 


themadns with the chapel, 143; Ua 








K.dediTe, fficl.«rd de, 180, 181. 






, William de, 181, 188. 






Batoliffe, Ed-ard, gent., 107. 


of Trinity church and St. John's, 




, a«rab, 107. 


LoDgiight, 159; origin of diwent in 




KathbaDd, Nathaniel, clerk, 60. 






Eawlinge, Richard, minuler. 83, 85. 






E»WM.n, Ralph. 101. 






Eeade, Henry, 112. 


166-168; list of mimBlers, 168-170; 




Bedfera, John, 116. 


ibid.; Roman road, 178; MiAer ditob. 




BeddUfa, Robert de, 71- 




Bediob, Jamea, 142, 144. 




, Uattheir de, 181. 


172-175. 




, mohard do, 187, 1S8. 






, Robert de, 183, 184. 


RashloD, Edwai^, 171. 




, atephen dc, 188. 






Bediche, George, S31. 


Ras.um. Henry de, 183-185. 




Bedig*. Robert, 179. 


Rjlaod, Peto, 162. 




Eediot, Edward, 73. 






Bedjche, Robert de, £21. 


Sacbererall, Fhilippa, 1S8. 




Beasha-, JonalliaD,lG5. 


. Ralph. 128. 




Eichardson, Edward, 98, 


Schetham, Galfridm de, 232. 




, Oeorgp, 41. 


Scholar, Euth, 67. 




, Thomw, 166. 


Scocron, Richard, gent., 12S, 234. 






SchoSeld, Anthony, 11. 




Bidehoni, Richard, 232. 


Schole*, Joseph, gent., 88. 




Kdm Jane, 64. 


— ,M.*t«.:dJk.e4. 




Sidmge>, Abednego, 143. 






. , John, 1^ 


Sealon, Major-Oeneral Sir John, 91. 




Bidingi, Jobn, 41. 


Seddon, Abraham, 132. 




Bigbie, Edward, Esq., 88. 


Sedon, Handle, 144. 




Sergeant, Cassandm, 61. 




, Anne. 98. 


, Ctemence, 67. 




, CioelT. 25. 


, Hannah, 67. ^^^H 




, Nioholaa, 26. 


, Peter, gent., 64. ^^^H 




Kghway, Sarah, 99, 

L 

1 i 


, Tliomaa, gent., 67. ^^^^^H 


^M 
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Shelm*d7ii, Nicholaa, 210. 
Shehnerdine, Edmund, 87. 
.— 7!Elijali, 166. 

, John, 142, 148, 166. 

, Mary, 87. 

, Nicholas, 20. 

, Peter, 68. 

, Thomas, 28, 98, 137, 142, 144, 163, 

165. 

, Thomas, sen., 144. 

, William, 142, 144. 

Sholcrosse, Steren, 142. 

Shotellesworth, Soger de, the younger, 

197. 

Sidal, Adam, 144. 
Siddall, Alice, 127. 

, Anne, 127. 

, Edward, 10, 122-127; inquisition 

of, 128-131, 134. 

, Elizabeth, 126-127, 130. 

, Ellen, 127. 

, Gknet, 127. 

^ George, 128, 130-134, 142, 144. 

— , George, gent., 27. 

y John, 133, 163. 

y John, gent., 133, 138, 166, 167, 

172. 

, Rer. Joseph Lawton, 170. 

y Katharine, 132, 133. 

J Martha, 27. 

, Mr., of Blade, 137, 138, 142-144, 

162, 171. 

, of Slade, family o^ 121-136. 

, Thomas, 126-127, 130, 133, 138. 

, Thomas, of Bnmage, gent, 167. 

, Kichard, 10, 122 ; wiU o^ 124-127. 

, William, 127. 

Skippon, Major-G^eral, 43. 
Slade, Bmmota del, 17, 203, 204. 

Hall, description o^ 134. 

, Hugh de, 228, 229. 

, John del, 17, 203, 228, 229. 

, Jone, 123, 124, 128. 

y Bauffe, gent., 122-124, 128. 

y Thomas, marriage-ooyenant o^ 122- 

124,128. 
Smethton, Elias de, prior of the Knights 

Hospitallers in England, 16, 191. 
Smith, Adam, 86. 

y Edmnnd, 142, 144. 

y John, 144, 166. 

, Mary, 106. 

y Bichwd, 148. 

y Thomas, 144. 



Sondeforth, Boger, 213. 
Sparrow, M^jor, 91. 
Stampe, M'^, 66. 

, Philip, gent., 41. 

Standish, Richard, Esq., 142. 
Stanelay, Sir Ralph de, 206. 
Stapleton, Bryan, Esq., 110. 
Starkie, John, 92. 
Stokeport, Jordan de, clerk, 282. 
Stonehewer, John, 27, 37, 38. 

, Martha, 27, 37. 

, Mary, 37. 

Stoppard, Joseph, 144. 
Strangeways, John de, 203. 
Strangwayes, Katharine, 8. 

, Philip, Esq., 8. 

, Thomas, 8. 

, William, gent., 8, 9. 

Strangwaies, John, 9. 
Strangwois, Philip, Esq., 9. 

, Thomas, 9. 

Streete, WiUiam, 143. 

Stretford, Hugh do, 181. 

Strongwas, Galfridus de, 186, 187, 226, 

227. 
Syddall, Edward, of Slade, 234-236. 

, Elizabeth, 235, 236. 

, (Jeorge, 235, 236. 

, Thomas, 235. 

Sykes, Miss Hannah, of Leeds, 168. 

Taillour, John le, of Manchester, 194^ 196. 
Talbot, Mr. (Jeorge, 91. 

, Sir John, 91. 

Talior, Robert, 142, 143. 

Tarlton, Thomas, gent., 21, 221. 

Taylor, Jacob, 143. 

, Samud, clerk, curate of Birch, 161, 

152, 155. 

, Widow, 143. 

Tele, Agnes, 191. 

y John, 191. 

Teliare, Edward, 80. 

Tetlow, Elizabeth, 99. 

, John, clerk, curate of Birch, 99, 162, 

166. 
Thomeley, Randle, 162. 
Thorp, James, 166. 
Thropp, Anne, 11. 

y William, 11. 

Tildeeley, Edward, Esq., 10. 
^— , Mr., 90. 

y Thurstan, 229, 280. 

Timperley, Thomas, 142, 143. 
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Touchet, Mr., of Manchester, 170. 
Trafford, Edmund, 207. 

, Edmund de, 206. 

, Sir Edmund, 4. 

, Geoflfrey de, 5, 182. 

, Henry de, 3-7, 71, 179-182, 185, 

186, 194, 195, 197, 204, 224, 232. 
-, Sir Henry de, 2, 4, 5, 179, 182, 193, 



224, 232, 234. 
— , Trafford, John de, 206. 
— , Nicholas de, 5, 182. 
— , Ralph de, 181. 

— , Richard de, 2, 5, 71, 182, 184, 185, 
192, 224. 

— , Richard de, rector of Cheadle, 180, 
182. 
-, Robert de, 5, 71, 181, 182, 197, 224, 



232, 234. 

— , Thomas, 207. 

-, Thomas de, 5, 182, 200, 233, 284. 



Travis, George, 23. 

, Widow, 165. 

Traviss, Richard, 142, 144. 

, Thomas, 142, 144. 

Twyford, Robert, clerk, curate of Birch, 

152, 155. 
, William, clerk, curate of Birch, 152, 

155. 
Tyrer, Robert, 116. 

Ver, Gilbert de, 190. 
Yost, Richard, 166. 
, Thomas, 166. 

Walker, Elizabeth, 27. 

, George, 27. 

, James, 116. 

, John, 116, 117, 119. 

, Robert, 163, 165. 

, Thomas, 30, 230. 

Walton, Colonel, 96. 
West, Thomas, Lord De la Warre, 7. 
"Whalley, Commissary-General, 43. 
Wharton, Lord, 90, 91. 
Whelocke, Richard, 122. 
^Vhelwrighte, John, 80. 
Whitaker, Mr., 63. 

, Rev. Mr. John, 166, 169. 

, Richard, 166, 167. 

Whiteacres, Richard, capellanus, 227-229. 
Whitehead, Edmund, gent., 88. 
Whitelegg, James, 166. 

, Thomas, 166, 167. 

Whitelegge, Rev. William, 170. 



I Whitioar, Edmund, 142^ 148. 
Whittaker, Richard, 161, 163, 165^ 

, Widow, 165. 

Whitworth, John, gent., 41. 
Wigan, Elizabeth, 146. 

^ John, clerk, curate of Btreh, 140, 

145, 146, 154. 
-, Lydia, 146. 



Wilde, Mr., of Rochdale, 56, 57. 

Wildman, Major, 44. 

Wilkensone, Henry, 80. 

Wilkinson, Anne, 99. 

, John, 142, 144. 

, John, jun., 142. 

, Richard, 166. 

, Thomas, 66. 

Williamson, Widow, 142, 143. 

Willinson, Ellen, 66. 

Wilson, Peter, 65. 

Wilsone, Margaret, 80. 

WUton, Gilbert de, 190. 

Wimbell, Nicholas, 143. 

Wolstenholme, Francis, gent., 88. 

Wolwerke, Thomas, 142, 148. 

, Edward, 98. 

Wood, Franeis, 144, 162, 165. 

^— , Francis, the elder, 168. 

, James, 118. 

, John, 144. 

, Mary, 118, 119. 

, Richs^rd, gent., 129, 284. 

, William, 165. 

Woorthington, Jamee, gent., 221. 

Woosencroft, Daniel, 115. 

Woosencrofte, Martha, 165. 

Workedeley, Richard de, 187. 

Workesley, Edmund de, 206. 

y Elias de, 25. 

, Robert, ar., 229, 280. 

Worsley, Alioe^ 70. 

, Charles, 25-27, 80, 81, 86-37, 50, 

52, 68, 61, 64-67, 70, 142, 144, 162. 

, Charles, gent., 14J. 

, Mr.Charlee, 29, 80, 38> 62, 68^ 162, 

166. 

, Lieut-Col. Charles, 37, 88. 

, Major-General Charlee, M.P., 88^ 

39 ; memoir of, 89-51 ; obtains a com- 
mission in the parliamentary army, 39 ; 
raises a regiment, ibid.; appointed to 
the command of Cromwell's own regi- 
ment of foot, 40 ; is present at the dis- 
solution of the long parUament, ibid.; 
takes possession of the speaker's maoe^ 
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T1B0X. iDftoe isr xm indsw Kid 
br Uke PrcAeebor Hkd loi flomaeil 
afiecM TttdigmtT aSaedtolDi 
4fi> ; ioc fend}/ ccnmesaaDi, 
pCBtruL ftvurd B&d fK^-flovfe iif 
grmpkk, ^ 6L, 6X, 6S, 67, 171- 
Wonler, C^aao. Esq. 167. 
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67. 

Ownwrt;' ! * , 62, GS,€7. 
I>ebonii, €3; ei, 67. 
I>orodiie, 3%, 50, 66. 7a 
Edwd, 25, 36, 991, 142, 144. 
Edwvd, ckik, 27, 29, SI, 99, 51- 
5a, G. 

Ehzaheth, 25, 27, », 6. 
ElicfebeUi Cvin, 67. 
frmilj oC 25-70. 

Gwfige, 27. 29, », »1, 37, 39, 58, 
«, 66, 138, 17L 
ImU, 26, 39. 
John GniD, E^q., 67, 168L 



Ssibe, (tek. 27, SK, SL K^^ «&. 
r, 3$s S& 66. 7{l 

«6.7a. 

37. 

ckrin, x«^ 67, utt, in. 



', JoSa ^ 198^ 



Babat« IfiS, 1«7. 
Jma.142. 

, TmliUMi, <lHfc, 

140,152,155. 
Wz^ier. HcBT, 97. 
i©w 

r, 150. 152. 

91. 



«r Btttsk, 



«f Htt- 



Wjrisvartlie, Sickoiw d^ cktk, UQ, 



Wrrier. Hvapluvr, Esq., lOS; 104. 152. 
— ^, kn^lOl. 

^,&rbil,ia2. 

Wjtiel^ Alitt <k, 7L 236. 
i Henrr <fc, 71, 225-237. 
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ttsd Co., PtiBlen, 



ERRATA. 



Page 7, line 24, /or WiUiam the Honford read William de Honfbrd. 
ff 4Ay line 24, for ef read of. 

49, last line (note), for of Flatt read at Flatt. 

66, Wonley pedigree, for dan. of Hudson read dan. of. Hudson. 

72, line 16, for 16tli of April read 12th of April. 
„ 89, line 30, for a like payment read by a like payment. 
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DIRECTIONS TO BINDER. 



Pedigree of Worsley of Piatt to face page 67 

„ Birch of Birch „ 102 

„ Birch of Ardwick „ 120 
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